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First mantle of winter on the
Clearwater primitive area, North
Idaho . . . looking north down the
Selway River from atop Pettibone
Ridge. The largest elk herds in
Idaho inhabit this region.

The Present and t |
parvest of fish and game I 1951 to be tpe

ds show the
i Oltlr 1‘3‘3(1’;; in the history of the fish and gam_e depz;rtment_ Much
biggest an 3 dsike gt be credited to the propagation and managemen
of the increased ta the fish and game commissiop,

A d authorized by ;
sézg}rlr:‘rgsa ?ilslfllitf; gir;ne commission with a united purpose and a forwarq

Jooking policy as the prime moving force in today’s fish and game manage-
ment gl}i‘)gram in Idaho. We have trained personnel Who are energetie
and trl;stworthy—cal‘l‘ying out the commission’s purposes as a realistic

part of today’s program.

We have the basic properties and facilities with which to propagate
and distribute fish and game in reasonable numbe-rs, .and. to rep'lenish
and bolster the native stocks. Propagation and dlStI‘lb}lt]OH .act'lvities
are aimed at giving stability and strength to the main objective of
providing a sustained yield of fish and game for the fisherman and

the hunter.

The purposeful program of the commission has kept pace with the
demands and needs for expanding the scope and the range of depart-
mental activities. The upper limits of expansion and production have
been reached, based on present rates of income of the department and
inflationary prices for all commodities and services. Due to inflated costs
of feeds for fish and game, fuel, repairs and replacements for equipment,
together with increased salary rates for personnel, our average monthly
expenditures have exceeded our average monthly income during 1951
The commission’s budget for 1952 calls for cuts in expenditures for new
construction and cutbacks were also budgeted in expenditures for fish
and gamec bird propagation, big game feeding, censuses and checking
stations. This means that fewer legal size fish and mature game birds
can be produced, and that the number of conservation officers and other
regular personnel cannot be materially increased.

The commission’s program for 1953-54 will of necessity call for
further reductions in capital investments and cutbacks in fish and game
propagation activities, together with possible reductions in personnel, in
order to meet the inflated prices for everything that is purchased. ’

- tAddit.i;?azhrevenues will be r_equired to keep departmental activities
Le Sis?a),t:; ]‘(31 tempo of the times in 1954. The next session of the
Ofgrowld_e coudd'\ivell afford to give consideration to ways and means
Yiellc)l” prol!;lrgf;m? o;tlonal rgvenues to keep the commission’s “sustained
a sound and business-Ii . d
accrue from legislative enactments o ike basis. Revenues that wou
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