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The range of the smallmouth bass |

in Idaho is limited. The best informa-
tion available, with reference to the
initial entrance of bass into the state,
is that they migrated up the Snake
River from Washington and found
suitable habitat in the lower Clear-
water river. In recent years, fish cul-
tural activities have extended its
range in the Clearwater River above
Lewiston and in the Snake River
from Weiser to Swan Falls and also
in the lower Boise and Payette riv-
ers. Plantings have been made in
other waters: however, from the best
information available. no success has

In the smallmouth, the small scales
across the check number from 15 to
18 in a row, while in the largemouth,
the number is 10 or 11. The outline
of the dorsal fin, when in an erect
position, is only slightly depressed in
the center. In the largemouth, the
depression between the spiny and
soft dorsal is cut so deeply that it
zlmost divides the dorsalf into two
ns.

The color of the smallmouth is us-
ually greenish-bronze to black on the
back and sides, with the belly a gray-
ish white. However, like other fishes,
the color of bass varies in different
waters. The young have dusky spots
on the sides which generally have the
appearance of forming dark vertical
bars. However, they never show the
dark longitudinal streak that is char-
acteristic of the young of largemouth
bass.

The preferred habitat of the small-
mouth bass is cool flowing streams
and large clear lakes. In streams,
they will seek out the protective
but as they develop, their food habits

The smallmouth black bass . . .

been attained from these plantings.
The Fish and Game Department
maintains a small brood stock of
smallmoth bass at the State fish
hatchery at Hagerman. The produc-
tion from the brood stock has ranged
up to 9,000 smallmouth hass annual-
ly. It is the plan of the Department
to enlarge the program of production
of smallmouth bass in order that the
resent population of this species can
Ee increased in those waters where it
has become established. Also, to ex-
tend its range where possible to those
waters not now producing trout.

To the easual observer, the small-
mouth bass looks very similar to the
largemouth hass. However, upon ex-
amination, they can be distinguished
by the shorter upper jaw bone, or
maxillary, of the smallmouth. The
maxillary of the smallmouth extends
to, but not beyond, the center of the
pupil of the eye; while in the large-
mouth, it extends back of the eye.

a finny fighter

backwater of large boulders, stumps
and rock ledges and other hiding
places from which they can dart with
a minimum of effort to catch their
food items and chase away intruders.
The spawning of the species takes
place in the spring of the year when
the water temperature has usually
reached 70° F. It has been found that
if the water temperature should drop
much below 70° F. after the bass
have spawned they will forsake their
nests and often the eggs will smother
or the young die. The nests of small-
mouth” bass are almost invariably
found on a bottom composed of grav-
el, rubble, coarse sand, bed rock or
a combination of two or more of
these materials. The nest is prepared
by the male, which also stands guard
over the eggs and the young until
such time as they are able to care
for themselves.
The young of the smallmouth bass
feed on small insects and crustaceans,
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BUDGET PREPARED
BY CHIEF CLERK

The Idaho Department of Fish and
Game has prepared and presented to
the State Bugget Bureau a supple-
mental budget of proposed depart-
ment requirements for the period

July 1, 1950 to June 30, 1951.
Estimated expenditures are:

Salaries. ..................% 554,180.00
Trawel, . o v < om0 s o 0 43,000.00
Operating Expense. ........ 387,450.00
Capital Outlay............. 407,000.00
Refunds. ................. 200.00

$1,391,830.00
Predator Fund... ... ... .. 60,000.00
Wildlife Restoration. .. .. ... 70,000.00

ToTAL. . .. .........$1,521,830.00
Estimated receipts:

Licenses. . . ..o .voovv-....-$1,100,000.00
Fines. ... .. cocueimeuenen.n 40,000.00
Beaver Fur Sales. .. .. ... ... 39,000.00
Miscellaneous. ... .. ........ 37,000.00
'$1,216,000.00

From Cash Reserve........ 305,830.00

. ....81,521,830.00
Providing the budget is approved
by the le?slature, and the estimated
revenue for the fiscal year does not
exceed the anticipated receipts, the
resent cash reserve will be reduced
ﬁy $305,830.00.

As of October 31, 1949, the Fish
and Game Department balance was
$633,522.61. The department reserve,
sometimes called operating surplus,
has been reduced from nearly §934,-
000.00 on November 30, 1948 to the
above figures.

Under provisions of the present
%roposed operations and revenue, the
ish and Game Department cash re-
serve should be reguced to approxi-
mately $300,000.00 by June 30, 1951.

ToTAL........

The bob cat, or “wildcat” hunts by
sight rather than by scent, relying on
ambush rather than stalking or trail-
ing its prey.

gradually change to that of crayfish
and other fishes.

Whenever anglers who have fished
for smallmouth bass and trout get
together, there is almost always heat-
ed arguments as to which is a more
sportier fish to catch — the small-
mouth bass or the rainbow trout.
However, because of the limited
range in Idaho, only a relatively few
anglers have had occasion to catch’
smallmouth bass.



