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The bluegill iis a fairly common

arm-water fish in I'daho. In some sec-
“‘ons of the state 1t 1s called the bream,
ur unkinseed. It is a highly regarded
fsh in other states, but plays a minor
role for most adult anglers in Idaho.
Like many other ol the so-called “pan-
fishes” it 18 caught mostly by casual
anglers and children.

In Idaho its range extends through-
out the southwestern and warm-water

ponds of south-central and eastern Ida-
hp- It is, however, an introduced spe-
ces. It is often planted with large
mouth bass as forage fish.
The bluegill is a member of the Cen-
trarchidac family of spiny-ray fishes.
They thrive most successfully in ponds
and small lakes, and prefer water tem-
Perature ranging from 60 to 90 de-
Brees. Their hardiness enables them
}‘r’es_l{lnd temperature variations [rom
‘czmg to 100 degrees.
ﬁshlcl:"*;l)f‘('{iﬁs is the largest of the sun-
i ["chdlcs a ]en_gth of ‘]2 inches,
I’OUnil maximum weight of about a
taken l.‘_'”d a half. Most specimens
o rom Idaho waters wmg'h less
a0 a half pound. The flesh is fine
|d:.mr,ul’ hence this group carly gained
name of pan fish.
casy']glll',;‘ﬁ' for blue gills is relatively
ing 'Wiu g have been taken by [1‘?11-
1a streamer fly, or still-fishing
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STL1s orange, or red. The bluegill has
an oval-shaped, flat body, character-

The bluegill is a sturdy Idaho panfish.

ized by a blunt, pugnacious nose.
Color is evanescent greenish—yellow,.
shading to orange-red below. Sides of
the body are crossed by from five to
seven greenish vertical bars. A light-
blue crescent shaped band extends
along the lower jaw. On the last rays
of dorsal and anal fins 18 a dark blot.
Back fins have 10 or 12 spines, and the
rudder has two or three spines. _

The male scoops out a nest in
gravelly shoal areas. After the fema%e
lays from 9,000 to 20,000 eggs the ma e
stands guard over.the nest, fanning
the eggs with his tail to keep the “{(atter
circulating. The €58S cannot stic to-
gether while the water 1s circu ating,
and the moving water brings a con-
stant supply of oxygen _tod tIl1e ?52
During the hatching perio Atle r 4
sals -inely and will savagely attac
e ¢ the nesting site. The
any intruder nea b g
young are transparent,

Rockchuck is Target
Of Gem S'tate Nimrods

In the spring a young man'’s fancy
turns to thoughts of—rock chucks. At
leas_t many Idahoans spend sunny
SPrl_ﬂg afternoons hunting marmota
Haviventris (yeah, man!) and some of
his lesser relatives.

The rock chuck, or “whistle pig” as
l}e 1s more popularly known, emerges
from his winter den about the time
the first green grass has started. Fre-
quently he will over-estimate the sea-
son, and come out when there is two
feet of snow on the ground.

The marmot digs his own burrow,
often with the entrance concealed by a
hedgerow or under a pile of rocks.
His home location is always betrayed
by the mound of earth left after the
tunnel has been dug. The animal
grows to about eight pounds and a
length of 15 inches. It is edible, but
rarely eaten, except as a novelty.

The name “whistle pig” was at-
tached to the rock chuck by residents
of France. Each morning the chuck
sits inside the burrow entrance and
emits a series of shrill whistles. 1f
nothing seems amiss, the animal will
waddle out cautiously to its feeding
ground, danger sends it scurrying
back to the haven of its hole where it
will often whistle derisively.

Curiosity is the chuck’s undoing.
Frequently it will poke up its head to
survey, the countryside, only to stop a
bullet aimed by a sharp-eyed varmint
hunter.

The ground squirrel, a diminutive
relative of the rock chuck, is a favo-
rite target for spring nimrods through-
out Idaho. This rodent is universally
disliked by farmers. In irrigated sec-
tions its winding tunnels undermine
canal banks, and in dry-farm areas it
initiates erosion of the soil. The Col-
umbian ground squirrel, (citellus
columbianus), is the species most com-
monly found in Idaho. Hot summer
weather drives the ground squirrel to
its burrow, and it begins hibernation
as early as July.

visible in the water. Bluegill are fairly
prolific among fishes, and tend to over-
opulate warm water ponds.

Small fish, crustaceans, insect larvae
and small water plants form the prin-
cipal diet of the bluegill. Although
they are carnivorous, it has never been
determined that they do extensive
damage to other game fish.



