Sport Nshing is of primary interest Lo a vasl majority
i the frelds and forests of Tdaho. Introduction of new fish :
often resull in harm to other species and be detrimental to fishing in

Not Introduce New Species of Fish?

Why

Janmes C. SiMPSON
Chief, Fisheries Division

Euch year the Fish and Gamne De-
partient receives by requests for
the introduction of new species of fish
or the extension of the range of other
species.  Most of  the requests are
for pike, pickerel and members of the
spiny-ray fishes such as walleye and
white buss.

Why does the Vish and Game De-
purtment suggost u tuke-it-casy pro-

rum when it comes to introducing
ish  which are foreign to ldaho
waters? A review of the introductions
ol exotic species of fish into ldaho
waters during the past half century is
enlightening and llwlpful in um.rer-
ganding the attitude of the depart-
ment.

An examination of the fishes of
ldaho veveals that more than 27
spocies have been introduced,
majority of these fishes were brought
here hocause someone believed a par-
tcular specios to be a good game
andor Ilnml fisls with little or no
thouglt given to the bivlogical re-
quirements of that particular species,
No doubt, i their native habitats, all
these fish were good game or
food lishes or both, yet when intro-
duced it 1dabo waters many have
beecoine nulvances. _

The following species have been in-
troducedd inito F w0 &3 game or food
fishas;
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Chum Salmon
A release of 94,000 fingerlings in

Bear Lake in 1939 apparently failed.
None were ever reported taken by
sport fishermen but at four years of
age several individuals ran up Swan
Creek to spawn. Evidently they were
unable to spawn successfully for none
have since entered the creek.

Atlantic Salmon

Several lakes in the Sawtooth Moun-
tains were stocked with Atlantic
salmon during the 1920's. Apparently
all introductions failed for none have
been taken.

Brown Trout

Although it has been introdu
widely throughout the State, it ;f:(g
vides very little fishing. It has met
with greatest success in the Portneuf
River below Lava Hot Springs. It
doesn’t respond readily to an angler’s
!ure during the da li%ht hours as it
is principally a nigﬁt eeder.

ThKumIoops Rainbow Trout

is trout has done best i
Oreille Lake. It is impsgs;?b}zentg
distinguish it from the rainbow, [
troduced in 1841, it did well for
seve_ral years. Recently, however, th
maximum size has decreased to thz
point where it is now comparable t
the size attained by rainbow trout in
other top-quality rainbow waters .

Golden Trout

Most of the introductions of golden

trout have been highly successful

of the people who fin
gpecies into Idaho waters may
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Probably the reason for this i that
the persons responsible for the mtw-
duction appreciated that to do well
the golden had to be planted in high
mountain lakes. The first imtrodec-
tions were made in 1929 or 1530
The Department recently
t_.hergngx;:hof the species in the Staz
in order that more people could enjos
fishing for it. -
Mackinaw

It was first introduced in 1598
Since that time numerous plantings
have been made in several bodies of
water, yet today mackinaw are found
only in Priest and Bear Lakes.

Brook Trout

A native of eastern United Stales
the brook trout has been planted
::1 alﬂ'é?ﬂ fe\izrky stream and ald;h!ﬁ

um 0 es throughout
When the number of fish and the food
supply are out of balance, it
stunted, often maturing at fouf o
five inches in length. At such size, it
is ignored by anglers. The en re-
sult is that that particular body o
water is lost from the stan int of
angling recreation.

_ Lake Whitefish
b mative of the Great Lakes (5
lake whitefish has been introdu
into Bear, Coeur d’Alene, Hayden and

"Pend Oreille Lakes. Appm“ﬂzraﬂcd

introduction into
all waters
except for the releases in Pend Oreill

e
€, which were at least pﬂfﬁ“‘u"
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NOTICE

Subseribers who change their ad-
dress should notify the Fish and
Game Department immediately if
they wish to receive copies in the
future. The Post Office Department
dees net ferward copies and any re-
turmed te the office will automat-
ically be taken off the subscription
hist.

The magazine is mailed free to
Idahe residents upon request; sub-
seription rate t{o non-residents is

50 cents per year,

Entered a5 svcond class matter June SO0 1948, at
bhe puast office, Babie, Idaho, under act of August
3, 191d
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The first messenger of winter has
beft a white calling card along the
meuntain fops north of Payette lee..vj
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A GOOd Ye ition of the department was never he

“Phe general conditio 1t by %V N. Stephens, state pj h

) v, This stateme! Mg g, §
than it is today. Jonrs in the opening paragraph of p,
and GQame Warvden, appeats Iaho Fish and Game De

. inl Report of the Idaho 1L Part.

Second Bionn | s published in 1908.
The report was publis ) ;

ment;l s l hl“l t,\f:ll‘: could be again forty-?lx years latey,

Lhese words CHEes aral opinion and feeling of

because they reflect the general opimon 8 of depart,
) swaonnel (l\(lll.\'- . .

" m(‘l )\‘11‘1:1 ¢ to the end of 1954 gives us the opportunity tg yg.
. R e of ldaho's fishing and hunting seasons for the

view the results of ldaho s Tishihg < - al dtr

yoar. At Lhe same time we should think a O?ft' z_mh 1Y Lo under-

stand, why this wonderful variety of wildlife 1s here for us g

MOy ; . oyt

. Ale Tdaho represents one of the last frontiers for wilg-

Actually, Idaho repres ‘ : :
lite in North America, Most of the species still are here that
existed in the region befove people mgvc(l in Po S‘et?e_ the country,
,l'u}\ul;lt,j._ms ot some have lllCJ'L‘ELSt‘Ll, and !1.(:‘“‘ wud l-te fo.rms have
been introduced which have been succvs?tul In varying degrees,

Where else can we find elk herds like those in the Lochsa-
Selway arca where the population 1s up;}ro.\'_lmately 25;Q00 ani-
mals? Travel further to the north and tish in Pend Oreille lake
where nearly a thivd of a million Kokanee were taken in one
month's fishing. Or the Snake River with large sturgeon. The
Salmon River and its tributaries with salmon and steethead. The
forest aveas with grouse, and the valleys with pheasant, quail,
partridge and waterfowl,

Is this bright picture just good luck? Did it simply happen
as a result of a whim of nature? Good luck and nature cer-
tainly have a part in the abundance—but it also has been aided
by other factors.

It has banefitgd by interest and cooperation of Idaho peo-
ple. l?eol)}e }\'ho glve time and labor to turther good conserva-
tion practices, ‘The fqlks who ask for, and support, good wildlife
n}am}gement by the game department. And it has taken a lot
t?h mm:.\s auzi(i th‘oqsa‘uds of hours in the field by our employees—
he .111%111 \\flo b‘ni'qz é:f our laws, produce our fish, and conduct
worbed ‘f.tgu.l b Udlife problems, These are the men who have
worked with interest and enthusiasm year after year, many
times in the face of eriticism and determi iti

: 0% 3 etermined opposition.

The 1954 edl‘tmn of “Your Game Department” is better

than ever, The efforts of trained : ifiec icers, biolo-

iste . 8 and qualified officers, biolo
gists and hatcherymen were correlated and streamlined when
a new department organization Plan was placed in effect last
January, We feel that the interveni e a?eh o n us a
chance to evaluate this re—organizationng yfiatl da; e 12 that
it has given good results, » B, B0 Gelerbll

The entive fish and o

L R And game depar i ited in its pro-
gram o proiding e it g g ient 1 it I .41
bolicy 1s the proteetion, pey Soih g ar
wildlife resourceg, » Perpetuation and management of ou!

With these prine

$ ples and the hel £ al-
ways depend upon o33 P of the people we can
bon “Good Years” for wildlife ?n daho.
Ross Lxonaro, Director
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