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Editorõs Notes 

As I am writing this editorial we are in the midst of the Coronavirus 

crisis and facing severe restrictions on our movements and social 

interaction. Following government guidelines we have cancelled all 

further meetings and talks of the society until further notice. Hopefully 

the crisis will soon pass and we will be able to resume a semblance of 

normal life. In the meantime I hope that you all remain well and if you 

are unlucky enough to catch the virus you only have a mild dose. 

Of course, because of my interest in the Great War, my thoughts have 

gone to the great ôSpanish Fluõ pandemic of 1918/19 which killed an 

estimated 50 million people worldwide. This was a version of the H1N1 

virus, completely different to the coronavirus, and was unleashed on a 

world suffering from the effects of the war with its accompanying 

malnourishment, overcrowded medical facilities and poor hygiene which 

promoted bacterial superinfection. None of these disadvantages are with 

us today and with our access to information and the excellent medical 

facilities that we are lucky enough to have in this country the risk is 

considerably less. So please, in the immortal words of Corporal Jones, 

ôDONõT PANICõ and become embroiled in the selfish lunacy that is 

affecting so much of the population. 

STAY AT HOME 

STAY SAFE 

PROTECT OUR NHS 

So, on to happier events. Since our last newsletter we have been 

involved in a number of activities. Our monthly talks have continued, a 

book has been published and we were involved in a Great War Film 



 
 

Festival in collaboration with Halifax Business Improvement District 

and Square Chapel Arts Centre. Please read on. 

  



 
 

HGWHS Film Festival 2019 
The Halifax Great War Heritage Society Film Festival at Square Chapel 

held from 25 October to 2 November was the largest most ambitious 

event ever staged by our society. Although nominally a ôfilm festivalõ it 

actually consisted of several events including six film screenings, a 

number of talks and demonstrations, a panel discussion in the manner 

of Question Time, a ôCalderdale People of the Great Warõ exhibition, an 

extensive book stall and a ôMemorabilia Dayõ in the style of the Antiques 

Roadshow. We were very fortunate to have as our special guests our 

patron, Peter Liddle and his wife Louise.  

 



 
 

Screening: Wipers Times: Friday 25 October 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 



 
 

We were grateful to Calderdale Industrial Museum for providing the 

venue and catering. This screening was very well attended and there was 

a busy and excited buzz around the Arab printing press demonstration. 

The Film Festival was officially opened by our eminent patron, Peter 

Liddle and was followed by a Ben Brundell talk on the Arab printing 

press. Many of us feel the locally manufactured Arab could well have 

been the machine used by the Wipers Times editorial team in the trenches. 

Whether it was or not, the BBC production gave it star billing in their 

feature film with a reference to both Halifax and its manufacturer, Josiah 

Wade.  

CIMA members, Neill and Peter prepared a facsimile page based on one 

from the Wipers Times ð their first ôliveõ project with CIMAõs working 

example of the machine. The Wipers Times page was printed off for all 

the attendees to take away as their souvenir copy. We had to enlist the 

help of some modern technology to create the graphic plate for the 

printing press. This was based on a 3D model that another CIMA 

member, Harry Hoodless, had created in his computer - an interesting 

blend of traditional and modern day technology. 

There was just enough time for the absolutely delicious pie and peas 

supper before it was off to é 

 

  



 
 

Screening: Dawn (1928) 

 

Dawn is a little known silent classic from 1928 and told the story of 
nurse Edith Cavell. It was full of typically melodramatic gesturing that 
you might expect from its vintage, but the outstanding feature of this 
screening was the grand piano accompaniment by Darius Batiwalla. 
Classic old cinema! His note perfect improvisations were perfectly 
blended with the mood of the film and led to a cluster of admirers 
around him at the end, eagerly asking questions about his skills.  



 
 

Screening: Blackadder Goes Forth 

 
This screening commemorated the 30th anniversary of its original 

broadcast. It had been long regarded as a comedy classic but for 

historians it is often seen as a ôcatch allõ for all the negative takes on the 

First World War, particularly its reinforcement of the ôLions led by 

Donkeysõ mythology. A lively Question Time panel fielded questions and 

observations from the audience where many of these issues were 

explored. It is a measure of how well this discussion went that it overran 

its time by ten minutes and had to be wrapped up to allow time for the 

next screening.   

Unfortunately, WW1 historian, Rob Thompson was unable to attend 

our panel. Immediately before the film weekend he was diagnosed with a 

serious illness. We would want to extend our best wishes to him for his 

difficult and extended treatment and hope to see him up and fit again 

once it is completed.     



 
 

Screening: They Shall Not Grow Old 

 

This outstanding documentary was an absolute must for the Film 

Festival. Its sheer technical brilliance owes as much to its soundtrack as 

its visual enhancement. For me it was the eeriness of hearing a soldier 

turn to his mates and laughingly say ôWeõre in the pictures boysõ and the 

sound of a tune emanating from another soldierõs musical instrument 

which he was playing.  Previously it would have failed to notice these 

two soldiers let alone registered what they were doing. The film owes 



 
 

much to the absence of a narrator using instead the uninterrupted 

testimonies of soldiers who were interviewed in the 1960s. 

Peter Liddle introduced the film with an excellent account of his own 

experiences as a collector of the personal testimonies that went into the 

creation of the Liddle Collection at Leeds University and the Second 

World War Experience at Otley. 

  



 
 

Screening: Our World War: The First Day. (The 

action at Nimy Bridge, Mons) 

 

I have to declare an interest here. I have been patiently waiting for a TV 

series that portrayed the true British Tommy as he was in the Great War. 

It would need to be the British Band of Brothers. Unfortunately, Iõm still 

waiting - but Our World War: The First Day came close. I can forgive the 

liberties of giving a bushmanõs hat to an Australian serving in the British 

Army. Thatõs poetic licence so he could be instantly recognisable. Whatõs 

important was that, in my view, these soldiers were thinking and 

behaving in the way I imagined they would be, not in the way someone 



 
 

believes they ought to be thinking and behaving from the perspective of 

the twenty first century.  

A second declaration; I had already seen this TV drama three times 

previously. This fourth experience was the best and the difference was 

the big screen. John Spencer of Bankfield Museum, who came to give a 

talk on the local regiment, the Duke of Wellingtonõs (West Riding) 

Regiment, at Mons, was similarly impressed by the screening. He 

confessed he had missed it first time round but drew attention to the 

filmõs stunning portrayal of the ôchaos of warõ.  

  



 
 

Screening: All Quiet on the Western Front 

 

This is one of the classic ôdisillusionmentõ films whose tone reflected a 

mood that would grow to become almost a standard for all subsequent 

films set in the Great War. It was taken from the German perspective 

and tracked the experiences of a class of school friends who were urged 

to enlist by their teacher.  

Historian, Peter Liddle, introduced the film with an incisive account 

explaining how the filmõs viewpoint was ôof its timeõ (1930s) rather than 

an insight into what soldiers thought of the war as it was being waged.  

In his summing up he made several generous references to the work of 

HGWHS before officially closing the Film Festival. We have always 



 
 

considered ourselves very fortunate to have such an active and 

supportive patron in Peter Liddle. Considering that Peter is now retired 

we must extend a very warm and appreciative òthank youó to him for 

attending the weekend festival and for the care and perception he put 

into his excellent talks that accompanied the films.  

  



 
 

Exhibition: Calderdale People of the Great War 

This was mounted in the ôCornerstone Roomõ of Square Chapel to run 

over the weekend alongside the Film Festival. It built on a successful 

exhibition which had taken place the previous year in the Borough 

Market. As before, the format was a series of posters each telling a story 

of a local person who was involved in the Great War. It was a 

collaborative effort with contributions from a large number of members 

of HGWHS. In all, forty stories were collated and a souvenir booklet 

was printed containing miniatures of the posters. Before the 

Coronavirus lock down these were available from various outlets and 

HGWHS  were asking for a voluntary donation to our society (typically 

£1). 

       

 



 
 

 

Two interesting stories came to light at the exhibition. The first 

concerned the story of John Douglas Mackintosh who had been 

wounded and taken by an anonymous sergeant to a safer place in a shell 

hole. One of the exhibition attendees was able to reveal the identity of 

the sergeant who, it turned out, was his grandfather! He was able to 

provide even more background information with the story that John 

Douglas Mackintosh had recognised the sergeant in a line of workers 

queuing for a job at his factory. It goes without saying that he was 

instantly employed. 

The second involves a remarkable story of Military Medal which had 

been sold by a soldier in the 1920s and therefore lost to his family. By a 

remarkable and amazing coincidence it had eventually found its way into 

the private collection of one of our members! The full details of these 

stories are printed later in this newsletter. 



 
 

Bookstall 

Initially this was intended to highlight titles from local authors but grew 

to also include a large selection of books authored by Peter Liddle as 

well as a number of second-hand books and magazines we have been 

holding in our ôlibraryõ at the ôEstaminetõ. The final outcome was a 

bookstall which would not have disgraced Waterstones!  

 



 
 

Memorabilia Day 

This was a repeat of an annual event which HGWHS had successfully 

staged every year since 2015. This year, 2019, it was set up in Square 

Chapel on Saturday 2 November as an extended part of the Film 

Festival.  

The public were invited to bring along any family memorabilia (medals, 

documents, letters, diaries, autograph books, field equipment etc) which 

our team would attempt to assess. For most people this was 

memorabilia associated with a family relative who had served and our 

team attempted to add to the existing story by reference to archives 

which HGWHS had collated or the online archives from sources such as 

Ancestry, Findmypast and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

As always, the interest value and quality of material brought in were of a 

high standard but the overall footfall was lower than in previous years.   

Leeds television also attended and were able to interview several people 

and run a short feature on their channel on the Monday following. 

 



 
 

Conclusions 

As an event the Film Festival was clearly a challenge to organise and 

mount. In order to staff the various facilities and information points we 

had to dig deep into our membership and associates and our 

considerable thanks must go out to all who stepped up to help. Many 

people were prepared to go above and beyond. 

 So what was the overall judgement on the Film Festival?  Was it worth 

the effort? It had all the advantages of a high profile Halifax arts venue 

and was packed with six films and many associated events and activities. 

Numbers were, however, disappointing. We saw several familiar faces 

from our own members and associates yet it failed to attract many 

people from the general public. It was difficult to square the packed 

houses that attended They Shall Not Grow Old only twelve months 

previously with the audience of just over forty at the Film Festival. 

Similarly, Darius Batiwalla who is well known to Square Chapel theatre 

goers should have attracted rather more than the indifferent numbers he 

had at his performance. Did we get the marketing wrong? Was the 

tagline ôGreat Warõ a big turnoff? Maybe.   

 

  



 
 

Film Festival 2020 

Square Chapel invited us to work towards another event to take place 

around Armistice Day in 2020. We began planning in December 2019 

and Square Chapel booked off 7 November 2020 for a ôFilm Dayõ. This 

time it was to incorporate both of the world wars as the theme.  

As part of the run up to this, we had a ôpresenceõ at the first Square 

Chapel screening of the BAFTA award winning film 1917 (director: Sam 

Mendes). Here we delivered a short promotion for the work of 

HGWHS to an audience of nearly 200 and manned a stall with our 

society publications which did a pleasing amount of business. Plans were 

in hand to repeat this at other Square Chapel events but, as most of you 

probably know, Square Chapel Trust went into receivership in March. 

Coupled with the uncertainties and restrictions of the coronavirus lock 

down, the future of these plans is therefore very much in doubt.  

 



 
 

Researching Soldiers: A New Source 
Shelf historian Ben Stables recently contacted us about a new source of 

information about servicemen who served in the Great War. 

As those of you who have attempted to research details of those men 

who joined the armed forces in the war will know it can be extremely 

frustrating. Those who unfortunately lost their lives are fairly easy to 

find due in main to the excellent online register provided by the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Those who served and 

survived are a different proposition altogether. The service records of 

army personnel who served were stored in a warehouse in London. 

During the ôBlitzõ during WW2 it was struck by German firebombs and 

the resulting conflagration destroyed around 70% of the records. It is 

not uncommon to draw a complete blank about an individualõs 

experiences during the conflict so any additional information which can 

be found is most welcome. 

Last Summer Ben went to Leeds Central Library and tracked down a 

volume of annual reports from the Yorkshire Unitarian Union because 

he is researching the Unitarian Chapel in Shelf, amongst other things. In 

the 1916 report they published a Roll of Honour, including one for 



 
 

Northgate End Chapel in Halifax. It lists those serving and their 

unit/regiment and sometimes their rank. Undoubtedly some of the men 

will have perished later in the war and others will have joined the forces 

after 1916 and so are not included but nevertheless this is a small but 

useful addition to the sources we can draw upon. Well done Ben. 

  



 
 

An Amazing Coincidence 
During the recent Film Festival at Square Chapel most of my time was 

spent at the book stall on the lower level of the building but at one point 

I was asked to relieve someone on the information desk which was 

situated in the café which is where everybody who enters the building 

congregates. 

As quite often happens at these events people approach you to talk 

about their relativeõs involvement in the Great War and within a couple 

of minutes of me sitting down this is exactly what happened. A 

gentleman called Phil Elliott began to tell me about his grandfather who 

had served during the war in the Duke of Wellingtonõs (West Riding) 

Regiment in Italy where he 

had won the Military Medal 

(MM) for gallantry. This 

immediately piqued my 

interest. I collect Great War 

medals awarded to local men 

and a few years previously I 

had bought a Military Medal 

awarded to Siddal man, Fred 

Perry (not the Fred Perry of 

course), won in Italy with the 

Dukes. Phil told me that his 

family didnõt know what had 

happened to any of their 

grandfatherõs medals but to his great delight I was able to tell him that I 

probably had the MM. After cross checking some of the details such as 

Fredõs service number we were able to confirm that we were talking 

about the same man and I was very happy to return the medal to its 



 
 

rightful place, with the family. What an amazing coincidence, a chance 

meeting like this ended up with a most satisfactory conclusion. 

Service Record of Fred Perry 

Unfortunately, Fredõs service record was one of the many that was 

destroyed during the Blitz in the Second World War, so we do not know 

when he first enlisted. However, there is a report in the Halifax Courier 

dating from 1915 in which Fredõs name appears as a member of the 

3rd Battalion of the West Riding Regiment. The 3rd was a reserve 

Battalion where men who were not ready for active service were sent for 

additional training or to recover from illness or injury. At this time his 

service number was 2537 but he was later re-numbered, the 3 at the 

beginning of the number was added as his number was duplicated with a 

Sgt Brumfitt who appears below Fredõs name in the medal roll. From 

this roll we can see that Fred transferred to the 8th Battalion West Riding 

Regiment which was serving in Gallipoli. However, as Fred did not 

receive the 1914/15 campaign medal, we can only surmise that he joined 

them after they had been evacuated to the island of Imbros when the 

campaign ended.  

 From a later report, which appeared in the Halifax Courier on the 

10th August 1918 following the award of his Military Medal, we see that 

he joined the army in September 1914 and was sent to the Dardanelles 

the following September, perhaps only arriving after the evacuation as 

explained above. The 8th Battalion remained on garrison duty in Egypt 

until it was transferred to France, arriving in July 1916 in time for the 

battle of the Somme. The Somme was not one continuous 

battle but comprised a series of offensives, one of which took place 

at Thiepval between the 26th and 28th of September 1916. It was 

probably here that Fred was wounded as described in a report which 

appeared in the Halifax Courier. His wound was serious enough for him 

to be hospitalised home but he returned to France in May 1917 where 



 
 

he was transferred to the 10th Battalion West Riding Regiment in time 

for them to be sent to Italy to assist the struggling Italian army in their 

fight against the Austro Hungarians. He also appears to have spent time 

with the 2nd Battalion West Riding Regiment but this must have been for 

a very brief period of time before he joined the 10th.  

Fred was awarded his Military Medal for leading his section of men with 

great gallantry, skill and determination during a raid on the Austro-

Hungarian trenches on the night of the 21st and 22nd June 1918 and, after 

having taken his objective, going on to help the section on his right. 

  



 
 

A Mystery Solved 

As part of the event at Square Chapel, in co-operation with Halifax 

Business Improvement District, we held an exhibition about local 

characters who were involved in the war. One of the people featured 

was John Mackintosh of the famous toffee making family.  

He was an officer in the Duke of Wellingtonõs (West Riding) Regiment 

and was severely wounded in both ankles in an attack during the battle 

of Arras in May 1917. Fortunately for him he was rescued by an 

unknown sergeant who carried him to the relative safety of a shell hole 

in no mans land where he was later taken prisoner by the Germans.  

In another of those amazing coincidences one of the visitors to the 

exhibition recognised the story from the reminiscences of her 

grandfather, Brooke Mayall, who had told her about the officer he had 

rescued. After the war Brooke, like many other ex-servicemen, was 

unable to find employment and upon hearing that John Mackintosh Ltd 

were hiring, rushed to their premises and joined the queue of men 

hoping for employment. As he patiently waited in line a member of the 

Mackintosh family passed by and stopped as he recognised Brooke. It 

was the former Lt Mackintosh who he had rescued in 1917. Brooke was 

taken to the front of the queue and immediately given a job and he was 

employed with the company for the remainder of his working life. 

Unfortunately Brookeõs First World War service record is one of the 

many which has not survived. However, we have managed to locate a 

very short service record for when he applied to join the regular army in 

September 1913. The army life obviously did not suit him as he bought 

himself out in December of the same year. 

 



 
 

From that record we can see that prior to 1913 he had been a territorial 

soldier in the West Riding Regiment so that when war was declared he 

must have volunteered almost immediately and, as he had already 

received training whilst in the territorials, he was sent to France on 28 

November 1914 to join the 2nd Battalion of the West Riding Regiment 

who were a regular army unit. As his record from this period has not 

survived we can only surmise that at some point he transferred to the 

2/4 th Battalion of the West Riding Regiment where he served with Lt 

John Mackintosh. 

 

On 3 May 1917 the 2/4th Battalion were involved in an unsuccessful 

attack on the French village of Bullecourt as part of the Arras offensive. 

Their casualties were very heavy and included Lt John Mackintosh who 

was initially reported missing. As we now know he was taken prisoner 

and eventually repatriated in 1918 due to the severity of his wounds. 

According to the newspaper reports the sergeant who rescued 

Lieutenant Mackintosh (Brooke Mayall) was also wounded although this 

is not reported elsewhere. Later in the war in September 1918 the 

following report appeared in the Brighouse & Elland Echo. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Congratulations 

Congratulations must go to two of our members. 

Richard Smith recently gained an MA in First 

World War Studies from Wolverhampton 

University. An achievement in itself but all the more 

so as Richard had to combine his studies with his 

full time job as a landscape gardener. No easy feat. 

As a member of the 

Friends of West View 

Park, Ian Hey has 

successfully campaigned 

for funds to ensure the 

memorial's restoration 

following vandalism and theft in 2008. The 

memorial, unveiled in 1904, commemorates 

the loss of 73 local soldiers in the Second Boer 

War (1899-1902).  Both the Halifax Courier 

and the Yorkshire Post carried the story last 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Mr Stottõs Diaries: Halifax 1914-1916 

It seems like an eternity since the diaries of Elland man, William Henry 

Stott, came to our attention when they were put up for auction in 2013. 

They were purchased by local historian Stephen Gee who very 

generously copied the years 1914-1919 for us. 

William Stott kept his diaries from 1872 until his death in 1935 and 

throughout they were illustrated with Williamõs caricatures and cartoons 

of local and national events and characters. They are a unique look at life 

in Elland and the surrounding area.  

It was always our intention to publish a book but it was clear this would 

need to be edited as you can see from the diary that Williamõs 

handwriting is not very legible. 

 

  



 
 

As we busied ourselves with transcribing and digitising the diaries we 

approached numerous publishers but were unable to get any of them 

interested in the project. This was obviously a problem which put the 

process on hold until late 2018 when we decided to self publish the 

book. By this time it was clear that a book of all six years would be a 

mighty tome indeed so we decided to publish it in two volumes, this 

being the first. 

 

 

As William wrote his diaries at the 

time the events took place and not 

sometime afterwards when his views 

would have been influenced by the 

opinions of others, they give a true 

reflection of what a man of his 

position in society was thinking at 

the time. He was also writing solely 

for his own amusement and not for 

posterity so he didnõt need to 

moderate his language or views. 



 
 

The first volume was published in October 2019 with the second 

volume due out later this year dependent upon when the current 

restrictions due to the coronavirus are lifted. 

In the meantime ôMr Stottõs Diaries: Halifax 1914-1916õ is available from 

Amazon price £11.99. 

 

  



 
 

Monthly Talks 
Our series of monthly talks given by both society members and invited 

guests has been put on hold for the time being. However there was a full 

programme of events up until March of this year. Details below. 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

  


