ADVENT

he word Advent comes from
a Latin 1 that means
“coming” or “arriv: Advent, the
four weeks before Christmas,
i on of repentance and
rejoicing. It is the season in
which we, as Go edeemed
people, prepare to celebrate
the birth of our Savior. It is
also a season to remember
ord Jesus will
n in glory on
ast Day. As we

await his return, “we

rejoice in hope of

the glory of God

(Romans 5:2).

Church of the Master

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand. - mauhew 32

God was coming to live among his people. John the Baptist was sent to
prepare the way of the Lord. John proclaimed “a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3:3). During Advent we confess our
sins, acknowledging that we need the Savior born in Bethlehem. In
humble repentance we prepare to welcome the Lamb of God, the Lamb
who came to die on the cross as the sacrifice for the sins of the world.

The Lord reigns,
let the earth rejoice. - psaim 971

During this season, at home and in church, we light candles on Advent
wreaths to mark the passing weeks. The candle for the third Sunday of
Advent is often a pink or rose color to represent our joyful anticipation
of Christs birth. Its symbolism comes from the Scripture reading
appointed for that day: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
rejoice” (Philippians 4:4).

Blessed be the Lord God of lIsrael,
for he has visited and redeemed
hiS people. - Luke 1:68

Our Advent season of waiting lasts only four weeks. The Old Testament
people of God waited for centuries for the coming of the Messiah,
the Redeemer of Israel. When the time was right, “God sent forth his
Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law” (Galatians 4:4-5). During Advent, we, too, wait for the
fulfillment of Jesus' promise, “Surely I am coming soon” (Revelation
22:20). As God’s redeemed people, we offer up our Advent prayer,
“Come, Lord Jesus!”
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We gladly welcome all worshipers on this third Sunday of Advent.
May we all prepare for the joyous celebratiow of the coming of
owr Lord, Jesus the Christ.

3% Sunday of Advent

December 14, 2025 11:00 AM

Silent Prepavatiov for Worship
Help us hawve quiet and joyful spirity as we worship yow, owr loving Creator.

Welcome
* Hymuwv of Praise #170 - “Joy to-the World!”
* Call to-Worship: (responsively)
We ask in our hearts, Is this the one?
OR SHALL WE LOOK FOR ANOTHER?
Our limbs are freed that they may walk;
GIVE US THE HEART TO WALK THE WAY.
Our eyes are opened that they may see;
GIVE US THE HEART TO SEE THE TRUTH.
Our souls are touched that they may live;
GIVE US THE HEART TO LIVE THE LIFE. WE ASK IN OUR HEARTS:
IS THIS THE ONE? OR SHALL WE LOOK FOR ANOTHER?

* Prayer of Praise and Adoratiow
* Confession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed (#622 inhymnal), page 6 on thisy PDF



Call to- Confessiov
Prayer of Confession (invunison)
O GOD, IN JESUS CHRIST YOU HAVE COME AS SHEPHERD TO YOUR PEO-

PLE,
GATHERING US INTO ONE FLOCK IN RELTIANCE UPON THE GOOD SHEPHERD.
WE CONFESS THAT WE HAVE REFUSED TO HEED THE CALL AND TO BE GUIDED
TO SOURCES OF NOURISHMENT AND REST. WE HAVE ASSURED OURSELVES
THAT WE HAVE NO NEED OF PROTECTION FROM DANGERS WITHOUT OR
WITHIN. WE PREFER TO STRAY FROM THE FLOCK, FROM THE SUPPORT OF
PEOPLE IN COMMUNITY. O GREAT SHEPHERD, FORGIVE US. SEEK US OUT,
WATCH OVER US. DRAW US UNTO YOURSELF, IN ORDER THAT, TRUSTING IN
YOUR LOVE, WE MAY ALSO TRUST THE FLOCK OF THOSE WHOM YOU GATHER
TO YOUR SIDE. AMEN.

Announcementy
* Hynmuwv of Prepawration #561 - “Since Jesus Came into-My Heout”

Advent Theme: “The Blessing of Advent!”
Scripture: Isaiad 35:1-10 (1-3,4-6,8-10);
Luke 1:46b-55 (vw.46b-48,49-51,52-54)
Sermon- “Advent Brings to-the Chuuwrch and the World Blessings
of Joy, Unspeakable Joy!”
Lovd's Prayyer
Doxology (#39)
Blessing of Our Tithes and Offerings
Prayer

* Closing Hymwn #53 - “Joyful, Joyful, We-Adore Thee”

* Choral Benediction: “Shalom to You” (congregation)
Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends. May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving, Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.

« Benedictionw (Pastor)

* Please stand if able

* % *

Church of the Mauster Ministiries

Sunday 11:00 AM  Worship Service (Holy Communion celebrated on the 1st Sunday of each month)
12:00 PM  “Hour of Prayer Power” in Hahn Hall.

Monday 5:00-9:00 PM  Bushiken Karate
Tuesday: 6:45 PM  Bible Study Fellowship (Men’s Group) - contact Ed Bungert, zajdml@optimum.net
Wednesday  7:00PM  Online Bible study: Contact Ron Rivera for info on joining

5:00-9:00PM  Bushiken Karate
Thursday 730PM  Women's Alcoholic Anonymous
Saturday 12:00 noon  Online Bible study: Contact Ron Rivera for info on joining

9:30AM-1:00PM  Bushiken Karate




MINISTRY OF PRAYER
“Rejoice in yvour hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer”
The Prayer List
Our prayers reflect a wonderful and whole-hearted commitment to intercessory prayer by this
congregation. Each name will remain on the prayer list for 3 weeks.

Prayers of Thanksgiving:

Prayers for Those with Special Needs:
Diane * Elena Caldera * Anne Dowling * Jerry Kemps * Jane Maze * Donald Zuvich

Prayers for Those Who Are Il or have Medical Concerns:
Kevin Martz * Carole Mahon * Pat * Elder Alistair Sealy * Francesca * Mike * Rev. Liz Brantum *
Frank Font * Sharon Alexander * Rosa Stewart * Terry Mahon * Carol & Wally Cintron * Gene Pe-
terson * Damon Hayden * Janet (friend of Mahon family) * Beverly Morrison * Patti Zeig * Rev.
Singletary * Connie * Loretta Byrd & Wendy * Diante * Allen Ford * Alice & Alex Rivera * Arlene
"Auntie’ Mayers *

Prayers for Those Dealing with Turmoil or Family Difficulties:
Donny & Carolyn Rosemond * Nancy & Gene Peterson * Barbara * Jay Escobar & family * Sharon
Alexander * Damon & Alex and family * Wintress * Kiera & Avery & Martz family * Tyler, Nicole
& Jackson * All caregivers * everyone battling addictions

Prayers For Those Seeking Direction/Needing God’s Presence in Their Lives:
Zachariah Bungert * Ed & Marnie Reidy and their sons * Elvis Frias Sr. & Theresa * Diante
Stinson * Corey Streeter * young adults

Prayers for Those Seeking Employment:
Zachariah Bungert

Prayers for World Concerns:
Concerns for job security for Federal workers * An end to the war between Russia & Ukraine and
the Middle East conflict * An end to all the violence * Peace and healing in our community and
the nation * All first responders * Our country’s safety * The future of our churches * The Presi-
dent and his administration * Pastor Sohail Latif and his congregation in Pakistan * Worldwide
conflicts * Sean Buckley & Katie Mahon and all active duty members & their families

Prayers for the families & friends of those who have died:
Rev. Dr. Patricia A. Sealy, Pastor of Mott Haven Reformed Church

PRAYERS FOR THE GROWTH OF CHURCH OF THE MASTER:
Lord, please send people through our doors with whom we can share the love and saving
grace of Jesus Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Consistory meeting today.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Dec. 24th at 7:30PM

CHURCH OF THE MASTER MISSION STATEMENT
We are a Christ-centered community church united in prayer and loving
Christian fellowship, Bible teaching and preaching Christ crucified,
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Fram Psalm 98
ISAAC WATTS

Joy to the World! — 170

Adapted from GEORGE F, HANDEL

Arr, by Lowell Mason
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And  heav'nand na - ture sing, And heav'n and na - ture
Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is
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’_;'- =0 L a Ip T I — I
heav'n and na - ture sing, :

CHRIST: HIS ADVENT



The Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Since Jesus Came into My Heart — 561
RUFUS H, McDANIEL CHARLES H. GABRIEL
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at a won-der-ful change in my life has been wrought Since Je - sus came

1.
2. have ceased from my wan-d'ring and é; mg a stray, Since Je - sus came
3 it -y, | know, Since Je - sus came

in-to my heart! | have Ilght in my soul for which long | have sought,
in-to my heart! And my sins, which were man-y, are all washed a - way,
in-to my heart! And I'm hap-py,sohap-py, a8 on-ward | go,
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heart, Since Je-suscame in-to my heart, Floods of joy o'er my
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soul like the sea bil-lowsroll, Since Je-sus came in-to my heart.
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WITNESS AND TESTIMONY




Isaiah 35:1-10 (vv. 1-3, 4-6, 8-10)
Luke 1: 46b-55 (vv. 46b-48, 49-51, 52-54)

The wilderness and the dry land shall be
glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory
of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty
of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the
glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm
the feeble knees.

4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your
God. He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense. He will come and
save you.”
> Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
% then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for
joy. For waters shall break forth in the wil-
derness, and streams in the desert;

” the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

® A highway shall be there, and it shall be
called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not
travel on it, but it shall be for God’s peo-
ple; no traveler, not even fools, shall go
astray.
?No lion shall be there, nor shall any raven-
ous beast come up on it; they shall not be
found there, but the redeemed shall walk
there.
' And the ransomed of the LORD shall re-
turn, and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

“My soul magnifies the Lord, *’ and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
* for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

* for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.

*%His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.

> He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

> He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,

and lifted up the lowly;

> he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.

> He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,

> according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”



Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee — 53

Melody from Ninth Symphony
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1. Joy - ful, joy - ful, we a-dore Thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love;
2. All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heav'n re - flect Thy rays,
3. Thou art giv - ing and for- giv - ing, Ev - er bless- ing, ev - erblest,
4. Mor-tals, join the might-y c¢ho - rus  Which the morn - ing stars be- gan;

e,

Hearts un - fold like flow'rs be - fore Thee, Hail Thee as the sun a-bove.
Stars and an-gels sing a-round Thee, Cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
Well - spring of the joy of liv - ing, O - cean depth of  hap -py rest!
Fa - ther-love is  reign-ing o'er us, Broth-er-love binds man to man.
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Melt the clouds of gin and sad - ness, Drive the dark of doubt a-way;
Field and for - est,  wvale and moun-tain, Flow-ry  mead-ow, flash-ing sea,

Thou the Fa - ther, Christ our Broth -er— All who live in  love are Thing
Ev - er sing-ing, marchwe on - ward, Vic - tors in the midst of strife;
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day!
Chant-ing bird and flow- ing foun-tain Call us to re - joice in Thee.
Teach us how to love each oth - er, Lift us to the joy di-vine.
Joy - ful mu-sic lifts us sun-ward In the tri-umph song of life.
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WORSHIP: THE FATHER




