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Upcoming Events

1 An exciting tour of Nepal Himalayas
scheduled by FNA T Nepal Study
Forum on Sunday, January 30, 2011.

M Theannual Nepal i
nic will be celebrated on Saturday ,
April 16, 2011 in Orlando.

Visit the FNA website for more up-
coming events.

http://floridanepal.org/?cat=10
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Message

It is my honor and privilege to
be elected the first woman
president to lead the Florida
Nepal Association. Let me take
this opportunity to thank you all
for electing me President as
well as the Executive Commit-
tee Members to push forward
with FNA traditions and its val-
ues. | know this is just the be-
ginning, albeit a good one.
Even in the midst of a gloomy,
unexpected situation and other
disturbances that shifted our
attention, there are many good
reasons why we need to be
part of the FNA culture, which
strives to be a source of our
identity and feelings as a

Nepali community committed to commu-
nity service. We have great reason to be
proud of our Florida Nepal Association
and the satisfaction we continue to re-
ceive through our affiliation with this asso-
ciation which is a unified community that
serves as a voice to all of us who would
like to serve the Floridian community and
Nepal.

Let this New Year 2011 be the beginning
of a new era for solidarity and harmony
for all of the Nepali community of Florida
as a whole. As we move to the year 2011,
the FNA remains a vibrant, growing or-
ganization dedicated to fostering the
growth and involvement of all Nepali, peo-
ple of Nepali origin, and community mem-
bers of Florida. We have already initiated
many new and challenging tasks in addi-
tion to keeping up with traditional ones.
We have begun the process of automat-
ing the accounting FNA membership drive
procedures and services, reforming the
election procedure through the bylaws,
organi zing FNAO&6s Ne
grams, and forming Google groups to in-
teract with the community. | feel confident
that these tasks and many more will be
achieved with your good wishes and sup-
port. The positive response and energy
from many of you have infused a new
bold approach and the FNA is bound to
grow and achieve new heights.

Continue next
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Information Secrg

As FNA President, some of my priorities are:

9 To carry forward the new initiatives implemented in  the last
few years, including the FNA newsletter, membership drive,
and FNA website.

9 To extend the FNA member benefits by negotiating deals
with community friends that provide goods and services, par-
ticularly in the medical, transportation, business, social, educa-
tional, and entertainment sectors.

 To make the FNA programs more attractive and relevant to
the Nepali Community of Florida in general and the youth in
particular.

9 Toincrease the membership of FNA that reflects the
strength of our FNA community in Florida.

1 To make FNA the first-hand reference for any help, informa-

true

y tion, or representation to the Nepali Community in Florida.

I To make FNA an integral part of the neighborhood and en-
gage in community services in the state of Florida.

These goals will be difficult, but can be achieved with your enthu-
siastic support. We are committed to putting in the extra time and
effort with integrity and dedication. | have set up several commit-
tees with set targets, responsibilities and authority to achieve the

above goals. | will be sharing those details shortly on the website
and in my regular news mailing to you.

Last but not least, any organization is only as good as the
strength and participation of its members. As our strength in-
creases, so does the quality of the programs, number of benefits,
bargains and new initiatives. Your participation, support and feed-
back are the cornerstones for
the word, join the association and provide feedback i regardless
of whether it is good, bad or ugly. We are willing to listen, change,
and improve.

Please send your comments and feedback to
www.floridanepal.org.

| want to express my deepest gratitude and highest regards to all
of you and hope that with your help and cooperation, we can fulfill
our challenging assignments. Together, we can and will make a
difference.

Please mark your calendar for upcoming programs:

-- An exciting tour of Nepal Himalayas scheduled by FNA i Nepal
Study Forum on Sunday, January 30, 2011 presented by Mr. Dev
Bhandari and Mr. Sunder Joshi; details with venue and time will
follow.

--TheannualNe p al i New YebecelelzrateBi c ni ¢
on Saturday, April 16, 2011 in Orlando. The details will be sent
on later date.

Thanks for your continued support and | hope to see a more
engaged community.

Archana Kattel, Ph.D.
President
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History of FNA and its
Achievements

As | write about FNA history, | cannot disregard
the fact the seed was sewn by Ex. Nepali Ambas-
sador Mr. Kedar Bhakta Shrestha ( then First Sec-
retary ) in the early eighties when he visited Mr
Ganga & Jasoda Bahadur's residence. Seeing a
gathering of Nepalese from Jacksonville,Orlando
and Gainesville, he suggested to the host that he
should open one Nepalese association in Florida.
This idea was floated for a few years, but there
were some, like Srihari Shrestha, who were
against it as would only bring divisiveness
amongst the Nepalese, and since Nepalese were
already organizing Dasain parties . Now, eighteen
years later, how true his words were!

| give you a brief summary of FNA history in the
making. Sometime in late 1991, Mr. Pramod
Sharma called and requested Mr.Chunya Mali and
others in Jacksonville to organize a get together of
Nepalese in Jacksonville.

Date : Nov, 2, 1991

Place : Jacksonville

Mr. Sharma spoke of forming an association of
Nepalese in Florida, specially an establishment of
a Florida Chapter of ANA. | along with others were
very vocal against opening a chapter of ANA in-
stead of an independent organization. There was
even a vote taken by a show of hands and it was
obvious that those who wanted an independent
association in Florida won hands down. This mat-
ter should have been closed then, but Mr. Sharma
and others saw it just the opposite. As the discus-
sion got very heated an AD Hoc Committee was
formed under the chairmanship of Dr. Shailendra
Shukla.There were nine members in the commit-
tee.

On Dec. 26,1991, Mr. Tilak Shrestha, a member of
Ad Hoc Committee and an advocate of ANA Chap-
ter, wrote to the Chairman suggesting he hold a
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meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee so
the members could work towards
defining the nature of the organiza-
tion and other such matters.

Date : February 23, 1992.

Time : 10:00 AM

Place : Dr. Shukla,s residence.

The chairman convened the meeting in
the presence of all the AD Hoc Commit-
tee members.The committee unani-
mously voted me as the Vice President
and Mr. Tilak Shrestha as the general
secretary. Mr. Tilak Shrestha,s Dec
26.1991 letter was discussed and his
proposal regarding the nature of the
association, i. e. whether to make the
Association a chapter of ANA or an in-
dependent organization and that

a. The decision be taken by the gen-
eral body of the Nepalese people, not
by the committee.

b. The Committee should inform the
general body about the pro and con of
the issue

¢. The committee should decide and
implement the procedure of gathering
vote from the general body for the de-
cision of the issue.

As an overwhelming majority of Nepal-
ese in Jacksonville had already voted
down the ANA Chapter issue, the com-
mittee also voted to deny the proposals
(6 to3).

The decision was then taken to estab-
lish an independent organization with
the provision that the Association
could choose in the future to affiliate
with ANA. Dr. Ramesh Shrestha pro-
posed the name of the Association as

January 2011

First FNA President
Tirtha Mali

FLORIDA- NEPAL ASSO-
CIATION. This motion was
accepted by 4 to 3 as two
abstained.

The committee also deliber-
ated the draft constitution
prepared by the Chairman
and unanimously passed
with some minor changes.
Itis also to be noted that
the issue of proxy/mail vot-
ing was discussed and was
decided to put it in the back
burner.The committee also
asked the chairman to form
a Nominating Committee. It
is also to be noted that a
Nepali poem, SANSKRITI,
recited by Mrs. Saroj Shukla
during the deliberations

is the official slogan of
FNA, which many you of
may not know. She was
also roped in to be a mem-
ber of the Publication Board
in 1995. | did run the or-
ganization for two terms as
requested, and also |
wanted to strengthen the
very foundation of FNA.

Continue next
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The ANA Chapter advocates who were
voted down were still not through. A let-
ter was sent to the chairman on August
10, 1992 to take the issue of the chap-
ter to the gathering of Oct 3, 1992. A
petition was filed on Sept. 3, 1992 on the
same subject. They also wanted a refer-
endum within six months as per the let-
ter of September 25, 1992. And on Sep-
tember 29, 1992, three of these advo-
cates of an ANA chapter and members of
the Ad Hoc Committee resigned. In the
meanwhile, | had already declared my
candidacy for the Presidency and formed
my own team. Date : October 3, 1992
Place : Cory Village, University of Florida,
Gainesville. Phoolpati day in Nepal. It
was also pouring rain on that day.

Dr. Shailendra Shukla, Chairman, Ad Hoc
Committee filed his report and explained
to the general assembly all that had
transpired since November 2, 1991. Mr.
Tilak Shrestha stood to challenge me
from the floor. In his campaign speech

he explained why he was a candidate for
a Chapter of ANA while | reiterated
my campaign speech that | stood for an
independent Florida-Nepal Association
and that basically no one from the North
was going to dictate to us what we
should or should not do. There were de-
bates and heated counter speeches. Fi-
nally, an election was held and | was
declared the winner with a 60 percent
mandate. | thus became the first democ-
ratically elected president of Florida-
Nepal Association. My Executive mem-
bers were:

in

Baburam Adhikari - Vice President
Rajiv Lamsal- General Secretary ( also
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Vice President when Mr. Baburam left
for Nepal )

Rajendra Shrestha- Treasurer

Dr. Ramesh Shrestha- Information
Secretary

Subarna Malakar- Member at large
Ajaya Satyal - Member at Large

Advisory Committee:
Shailendra Shukla
Pramod Sharma
Chunya Mali

Cultural Program Coordinator
Ganga Bahadur

Managing Editor

Ramesh Shrestha

Newsletter Publication Board Member
Subarna Malakar

Ajaya Satyal

Tilak Shrestha (added later).

By February 1993 FNA was officially
registered with the State of Florida as
FLORIDANEPAL ASSOCIATION,INC.
Amendments to the By-Laws was
passed unanimously by the general
assembly during the first FNA gather-
ing ( Chief guest was Mrs. Cynthia
Chestnut ) for the Nepali New Year,
2050. This was necessary in order be a
non-profit organization with IRS and
get tax exempt status under section
501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue
Code which was eventually granted
later on in 1994.These were the top
priorities of mine and the executive
members. Some important milestones
during my reign:

1.Getting officially recognized by the
governor of Florida, Lawton Chiles,

state representative and senators
like Connie Mack, mayor of Gaines-
ville and blessed by the likes of Su-
preme Leader, Mr. Ganesh Man
Singh and Mr. Girija Pradas Koirala,
prime minister of Nepal.

2. Presenting a cheque of $ 1266.00
my the Vice President Baburam Adhi-
kari to Mr. Girija Prasad Koirala, the
Prime minister of Nepal for The
Prime Minister's Relief Fund. This
was triggered by seeing images and
faces of the flood victims of the
monsoon of July-August ,1993.1 per-
sonally called each member and got
a pledge to donate. This was my
most satisfying moment.

3.Hold two meetings for all Nepalese
in Florida : Nepali New Year and
Dasain

4. In order to attract the children for
Dasain | decided to wrap presents so
that they will look forward to Dasain
like Christmas.

5. While our first Bi-Annual Meeting
had Mrs. Cynthia Chestnut as the
Chief Guest, the first Dasain saw the
Ambassador of Nepal to US., Mr. Yog
Prasad Upadhya, as the Guest of
Honor. | remember him for his long
speech.

6. The passing of the baton, in this
case, the Khukri, with names of past
presidents engraved. All these tradi-
tions still continue.

Thanks,
Tirtha Mali
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FNA School Project :

1 Establishment of School Muwakot District, Gorsyang (VDC).

Some major accomplishment during FAN®s second # |t R:

9 The Joint Dasai Event between FNA and NaSEA back in 1998

| dm proud to say that we accompl i shed-2a02.g mesksay
the links to past FNA newsletters throughww.floridanepal.orgvebsite was very helpful in gathering info
| mation on what was exactly done during this time period. We were able to bring a lot of enthusiasm &
energy to the FNA community by holding various pertinent and interesting studies and fund raising ad
Listed below are highlights of the accomplishments:

Past President

Continued raising money to support Shree Shankhadevi Secondary School located in Nuwakot, Nep3

Dr. Dharma Acharya 400 young students benefited from the initiative.

i Raised money to support earthquake victims in India
Raised money for 9/11 Terrorist Attack Victims

Held a number of Nepal Study Forums including:

C =2 =

Womendés role in dual culture
O Human trafficking in Nepal
O As an outgrowth to Nepal Study Forum, FNA Youth Study Forums were initiated

0 Raised money to support Maiti Nepal, a nprofit organization actively working on preventing trafficking of Nepali girls tg
India. Personally handed over $700 to Mrs. Anuradha Koirala, who has been heading Maiti Nepal and recently became ¢
roes of 2010

O Made newsletters sefufficient by starting to solicit private business advertisements in addition to publishing greetings
FNA members

0 Held a joint annual conference with other Nepali Associations in Raleigh, North Carolina

with a number of hilarious comedy shows/scripts during our annual Dashain Program held in Jacksonville.

dea

—
1

hd
tivities.

|. Over

NN He-

from

Celebrated FNA 10 Anniversary. Well known Nepali comedian/artist Mr. Madan Krishna Shrestha entertained the audienfes
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The highlights of Florida Nepal Association During
2002-2004

? Thirteen years ago when | (Ambassador to USA in early
] moved to Florida from Colo-
rado with my family our first

Fund raising activities : Those two years were very
successful in fundraising for community support.

FNB,E?rae;ZZEtL 22%;4 introduction to the Florida Nepal cpnetrapati Free Clinic - raised and sent $1500.00 to
Association was something we support cost of the medicines and equipments for the

really appreciated as it was the clinic to provide free service to the needy patients in Ne-
best medium to make friends and be part of the Florida pal. The fund was handed over to the Clinic by Dharma
Nepali community. As my family always liked to travel W§ a4 the then Executive Member: it was published on
did not have problem befriending with all Floridians quicktlp(e Rising Nepal on July 14, 2003 issue. Past president

Friendly by nature and wi Titha Ml @dkthédl€@afBondnist i tude, | was
test to lead the FNA for two years at 200.2 Annual gather'Samrita Lohani fund 0 raised and sent $2323.00 in

ing in Jacksonville. As | always believed it was not a one per-

son job or effort to conduct businesses of an organizatios, Y PPOort toward the cost of

it was a team work; and | had the best of it. My support aplént. Samrita Lohani had lost both of her kidneys while
executive committee memb e ghsWas&gadlfate sttléhtin Cdkhechic@t.U-0nd raibiny t
newsletters from Jan 2003 to October 2004 on our web- .« ¢4 ried out in leadership of several community mem-
site, www.floridanepal.org During my tenure, we had regu- )
lar meetings on the Nepali New Years and Annual Dash&lf'S in Florida.

gatherings. These gatherings brought out various culturabchool Project (Shree Sankhadevi High School in Nu-

talents and many educational and informational programgdRot District) -- Approximately, $10,000 was raised to

addition to these annual programs, The Nepal Study For . _— .
(initiated by Dr. Sunder Shrestha) had many interactive p%[g}_)port infrastructure building of the school. Fund raising

grams (moderated by Archana Kattel) of which few are Was done through various programs (selling of greeting
noteworthy mentioning: cards designed by‘3rader Maya Lamsal, Golf Tour or-

1. Experience and Issues of Women Living in America ganized in leadership of Rajeeb Lamsal, and contributions

2. Pgrentlng in multicultural environmediexpectation, by FNA members). Mr. Baburam Adhikary oversaw the
conflict, and strength

3. Youth View Point of Growing up in America with Multi€XPenses of fund and now the school has building of its
cultural Environment own and all necessary furniture. The Lamsal family had
4. Experiences in Nepdlpresented by Ms. Elizabeth been instrumental in this effort.

Cohen of Hollywood, Florida.

These were the highlights during my tenure of two years

Those programs were always supported and participatec@gypresident of the Florida Nepal Association. | hope, we

all Nepalese in Florida. Besides those programs, therewer@ " make thi s O6our organi za

few noteworthy items during the same time. Those were;erge’[iC in the future to come. Thanks to FNA for giving
me this opportunities to highlight the FNA activities that |

Visit by important people was deeply involved with.

Kedar Bhakta ShrestitBHE Ambassador to USA at the

time of visit.

Madan Krishna ShresthaNe pal 6 s wel | known artist and

activist.Yog Prasad UpadhyaNe pal 6 s seasoned di pl omat Page 6
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Sanjay Bajracharya

October 11, 20087 2065

Dashain party was held in

West Palm Beach. A new FNA

Executive Committee was
formed under the presidency of Mr. Sanjay Ba-
jracharya.

January 24, 200% Handed over eight computers and
four large plastic bags full of clothes and utensils
to the Bhutanese refugees of Nepalese origin in
Jacksonwville.

April 8, 2009 z Nepali New Year 2066 celebration
picnic was held in Orlando. Around 125 partici-
pants attended the picnic.

July 26, 2009z Bhutanese Nepalese refugee Mr. Hari
Adhikari was robbed and shot dead in Jackson-
ville. The suspect felon was arrested on July 30 in
Jacksonville. FNA organized a fund raising pro-
gram to help the family of Mr. Adhikari and
raised more than 1000 dollars and handed the
money to the Adhikari family.

August 01,2009%. 3& BDOIT COAI
ese-( EOOI ouh 30A00C
held in West Palm Beach. Distinguished speakers
were Dr. Hari Pandey, Dr. Bijaya Kattel, Mr. Pra-
mod Sharma and Dr. Sharada Bhandary.

October 10, 2009z 2066 Dashain party was held in
Tampa Florida. Around 300 participants at-
tended this party making this the highest partici-
pated Dashain gathering in the history of FNA. In
sports soccer, volleyball and badminton competi-
tions were held.

January 12, 2010 A powerful earthquake with a
magnitude of 7.0 in the Richter scale hit
neighboring country Haiti. FNA organized a fund
raising program and requested its members and
friends to donate money to the Haiti Relief fund.

April 17, 2010 - Nepali New Year 2067 celebration
picnic was held in Orlando. Around 100 partici-
pants attended the picnic.

Mr. Sanjay Bajracharya
FNA President 2002010

July 2010z & . ! AAAEAARAGI6 80 &OT |
AAGA 11T xAOAO All &.!'-1TA
/T1ue AAEOEIT 8 O0AEA | Al

print copy to be mailed to them if they desire so.

O- EQOAOTEllhllstobe

Events and programs held between October 12, 2008
and October 30, 2010 under the Presidency of Mr.

August07,2010z. 3& BDOT COAI O(1T x C
"AOO 3AETTI &I O 9100 +EA
Palm Beach. Guest speaker was Mrs. Sandra
Wesson from the School District of Palm Beach
County. )

August 28,2010z. 3& BDOT COAI O%i AOC
ACAT AT O AO (T1 A6 xAO EAI

Beach. Mr. Bob Smallacombe a community edu-
cator and fire fighter from Palm Beach Fire De-
partment gave the presentation along with lo-
cal expert Dr. Sharada Bhandary. Dr. Bijaya
+AOOAT CAOA A DPOAOAT OAOQE
OAZAOUG 8
August28,2010z. 3& |1 AOT AEAO O- Al C
COAi d Oi AEA AAOAAO COI x
individual. Mentors are selected based on their
expertise as well as their interest on that field.
September 12, 201Q¢; FNA Executive Committee
AAAEAAA O1 ET AOAAOCAaOEA
I AOCA6 &£O01Ti1 ¢ O ¢ ETAOA
of Executive Committee members from 7 to 11.
eserdd f kh& general members
g ENAARh e mestiAgo be
held in Jacksonville on October 30, 2010.
October 09, 2010z. 3 & D oi co A i
(AAT OE )1 OOOAT A
rada Bhandary was the guest speaker.
A total of 8 newsletters were published between
October 12, 2008 and October 30, 2010.
October 30, 2010- 2067 Dashain party was held in
Jacksonville. Around 230 participants attended
the event. In sports soccer and volleyball com-
petitions were held. The proposal to expand
OEA %BAAOOEC
1 AOCAd O1 ¢ xAO OAOQOEEEARAA
bers. The current FNA Executive Committee
tenure was completed and a new Executive
Committee was formed.

O( AAT
xAO EA

EC

O

E
| AO xEl |
OOEI

O ~
x 0l ACOAOO
AAOO AAI



Quarterly Newsletter

epal Assdciation

Volume 19, Issue 1 January 2011
Dashain Party 2067 cultural programwas Saya Thar i BawvhiehinEngtishi Tal
transl ates to OHundred Types of 1| ns

FNA held the annual Dashain Party in Jacksonville, FL odhe theme of the cultural program was chosen in order to showcase the

October 30th this year. Each year, Nepalese living all ovéliversity in our culture.
Florida join together to celebrate the biggest Hindu holiday. This year This occasion is always an opportunity for all us Nepalese, living
may have been one of the largest gatheifngsth almost 400 at- all over Florida, to come to a common place to celebrate our rich and
tending! Conveniently our venue was at Landmark Middle School.diverse culture. The program gave us a taste of what our culture entails
This is quite different from any other location we have had before,with a variety of performancésfrom Nepali folk songs to modern songs
and it gave us plenty of room for all of our guests. The school hadghd dances.
soccer field for sports, a large cafeteria which made dining comfort-

able, and an auditorium with a spacious stage.

The program began in the morning with the soccer dedi-
cated to the Abi Kattel Memorial Foundation and volleyball games
The rest of the program began early in the evening. Floridian Nep
ese came ready to celebrate the festival dressed in beautiful saris
colorful kurta suruwals, bakhu and daura suruwals. The program
started with community discussions and the election for the next
FNA Executive BodyThis election was historic for the FNA

because a woman president was elected for the first time in
18 years! After a delicious dinner catered by Masala Restaurant, the =) 8
much anticipated cultural program began. This ye age f th




