Prelude Handbells
Wednesday March 11, 2026

As We Gather
Sin destroys relationships — Adam and Eve with God. Adam with Eve... Cain
and Abel... What do you do when sin afflicts your relationships? In
humility you recognize the log in your own eye and then in love go to your
brother to seek to win him back.



430 My Song Is Love Unknown
My song is love unknown,
My Savior's love to me,
Love to the loveless shown
That they might lovely be.
Oh, who am |
That for my sake
My Lord should take
Frail flesh and die?

He came from His blest throne
Salvation to bestow;
But men made strange, and none
The longed-for Christ would know.
But, oh, my friend,
My friend indeed,
Who at my need
His life did spend!

Sometimes they strew His way
And His sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King.
Then “Crucify!”
Is all their breath,
And for His death
They thirst and cry.



Why, what hath my Lord done?
What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,
He gave the blind their sight.
Sweet injuries!
Yet they at these
Themselves displease
And ‘gainst Him rise.

They rise and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful He
To suff'ring goes
That He His foes
From thence might free.

In life no house, no home

My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb

But what a stranger gave.
What may | say?

Heav'n was His home

But mine the tomb
Wherein He lay.



Here might | stay and sing,
No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
| all my days
Could gladly spend!
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-1683
Text: Public domain

Opening Sentences
P) In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm Psalm 32

>0 Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
1®For you will not delight in sacrifice, or | would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
""The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

First Reading Genesis 3:7-15; 4:1-12

"Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves
loincloths.

8And they heard the sound of the LorD God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. °But the LORD
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” '"°’And he said, I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was
naked, and | hid myself.” '"He said, “Who told you that you were naked?



Have you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” ?The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of
the tree, and | ate.” 3Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this
that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and |
ate.”

“The Lorp God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
51 will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

"Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying,
“| have gotten a man with the help of the Lorp.” 2And again, she bore his
brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the
ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the
fruit of the ground, *and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and
of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering,
*but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry,
and his face fell. °The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has
your face fallen? ’If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do
not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must
rule over it.”

8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain
rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. °Then the LORD said to
Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “l do not know; am | my
brother's keeper?” "°And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice
of your brother's blood is crying to me from the ground. ""And now you
are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your



brother's blood from your hand. "?When you work the ground, it shall no
longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on
the earth.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Matthew 7:1-6

"Judge not, that you be not judged. 2For with the judgment you
pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be
measured to you. 3Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye,
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? “Or how can you say to
your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye," when there is the log
in your own eye? *You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye,
and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before
pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Third Reading Matthew 18:15-17
1>"1f your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. '®But if
he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. "’If
he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen
even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Passion Reading Matthew 26:57-75

>’Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest,
where the scribes and the elders had gathered. *®And Peter was following
him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going
inside he sat with the guards to see the end. **Now the chief priests and
the whole Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they
might put him to death, ®°but they found none, though many false
witnesses came forward. At last two came forward ®'and said, “This man
said, 'l am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three
days.” ®2And the high priest stood up and said, “"Have you no answer to
make? What is it that these men testify against you?” ®3But Jesus remained
silent. And the high priest said to him, “l adjure you by the living God, tell
us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” *Jesus said to him, “You have
said so. But | tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at
the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” ®°Then the
high priest tore his robes and said, “"He has uttered blasphemy. What
further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. ®®What
is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” ®’Then they spit
in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, ®saying, “Prophesy to
us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”

®Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came
up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” "°But he
denied it before them all, saying, “l do not know what you mean.” "'And
when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she
said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” "2And again
he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 3After a little while the
bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them,
for your accent betrays you.” "4Then he began to invoke a curse on himself
and to swear, "I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster
crowed. ”And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster
crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.



543 What Wondrous Love Is This
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

When | was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When | was sinking down, sinking down,

When | was sinking down

Beneath God's righteous frown,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.

To God and to the Lamb | will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great | AM,
While millions join the theme, | will sing, | will sing,
While millions join the theme, | will sing.

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.
And when from death I'm free,
I'll sing His love for me,
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
And through eternity I'll sing on.
Text: A General Selection of . .. Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811,
Lynchburg, alt.
Text: Public domain



Sermon "Broken Relationships" Matthew 7:1-6, 18:15
Offering (offering blessing)
Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen



878 Abide with Me vs 1,4
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

| fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;

llls have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
| triumph still if Thou abide with me!

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847, alt.

Text: Public domain

Dismissal

P} Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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