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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost August 9, 2026 Setting 4 8:15

As We Gather (show during prelude)
Do you remember the old advertising slogan — “You're in Good Hands with
All State?” Well folks today we are reminded that we are in the best hands
— God’s hands.”



Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens LSB 589
Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens,
Let Your Word to me come near;
Newborn life and spirit give me,
Let each promise still my fear.
Death’s dread pow'r, its inward strife,
Wars against Your Word of life;
Fill me, Lord, with love's strong fervor
That I cling to You forever!

Oh, what blessing to be near You
And to listen to Your voice;
Let me ever love and hear You,
Let Your Word be now my choice!
Many hardened sinners, Lord,
Flee in terror at Your Word;
But to all who feel sin’s burden
You give words of peace and pardon.

Lord, Your words are waters living
When my thirsting spirit pleads.

Lord, Your words are bread life-giving;
On Your words my spirit feeds.

Lord, Your words will be my light
Through death’s cold and dreary night;
Yes, they are my sword prevailing

And my cup of joy unfailing!



As | pray, dear Jesus, hear me;

Let Your words in me take root.

May Your Spirit €’er be near me

That | bear abundant fruit.

May | daily sing Your praise,
From my heart glad anthems raise,

Till my highest praise is given
In the endless joy of heaven.

Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638-83; (sts. 1-3): tr. George A.
T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 1993
Text: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

®

® >

®

>

In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in
the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.



Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead
us to everlasting life. Amen.

P] Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be
Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which
You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 91:1-13

"He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

2| will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom | trust.”

3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence.
“He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
*You will not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
®nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.

’A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.
8You will only look with your eyes
and see the recompense of the wicked.



Because you have made the LorD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—

%no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.

"For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
120On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
3You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis (sing)
To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—

Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.

Have mercy on us, Jesus;



Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow'r are seated
At God'’s right hand on high—

For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,

Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit

Alone are Lord Most High,

In God the Father’s glory.

“Amen!” our glad reply.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and
danger that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully
accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Job 38:4-18

4[The Lord said to Job:] “Where were you when | laid the foundation
of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.
*Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?
®0On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone,
"when the morning stars sang together
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
Or who shut in the sea with doors
when it burst out from the womb,
Swhen | made clouds its garment
and thick darkness its swaddling band,
1%nd prescribed limits for it
and set bars and doors,
"and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stayed'?
12"Have you commanded the morning since your days began,
and caused the dawn to know its place,
3that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth,
and the wicked be shaken out of it?
1t is changed like clay under the seal,
and its features stand out like a garment.
>From the wicked their light is withheld,
and their uplifted arm is broken.
1®"Have you entered into the springs of the sea,
or walked in the recesses of the deep?
""Have the gates of death been revealed to you,
or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?

8u



"®Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
Declare, if you know all this.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, you his saints,

for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,

but the LorD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle Romans 10:5-17

*Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the
person who does the commandments shall live by them. ®But the
righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 'Who will
ascend into heaven?" (that is, to bring Christ down) “or “"Who will descend
into the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does
it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the
word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. '°For with the heart one believes and is justified,
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. "'For the Scripture says,
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” "2For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing
his riches on all who call on him. *For “everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved.”

“But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how
are they to hear without someone preaching? >And how are they to
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “"How beautiful are the feet of
those who preach the good news!” "®But they have not all obeyed the



gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from
us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 14:22-33
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2’Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go
before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 2And after he
had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray.
When evening came, he was there alone, **but the boat by this time was a
long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against
them. 2°And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on
the sea. 2°But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, and said, "It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 2’But
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is |. Do not be
afraid.”

28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” ?He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and
walked on the water and came to Jesus. 3°But when he saw the wind, he



was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 3'Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O
you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And when they got into the boat,
the wind ceased. >3*And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you
are the Son of God.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -1 everlasting. Amen.



| Know My Faith Is Founded LSB 587
| know my faith is founded
On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord;
And this my faith confessing,
Unmoved | stand on His sure Word.
Our reason cannot fathom
The truth of God profound;
Who trusts in human wisdom
Relies on shifting ground.
God's Word is all-sufficient,
It makes divinely sure;
And trusting in its wisdom,
My faith shall rest secure.

Increase my faith, dear Savior,
For Satan seeks by night and day
To rob me of this treasure
And take my hope of bliss away.
But, Lord, with You beside me,
| shall be undismayed;
And led by Your good Spirit,
| shall be unafraid.
Abide with me, O Savior,
A firmer faith bestow;
Then | shall bid defiance
To ev'ry evil foe.

In faith, Lord, let me serve You;
Though persecution, grief, and pain
Should seek to overwhelm me,
Let me a steadfast trust retain;
And then at my departure,
Lord, take me home to You,



Your riches to inherit
As all You said holds true.
In life and death, Lord, keep me
Until Your heav'n | gain,
Where | by Your great mercy
The end of faith attain.
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon "You're in Good Hands" Psalm 91:11-13

Prayer of the Church

Let us come before God in prayer as His people, the sheep of His
pasture, trusting that the Lord is good and His love endures forever.

For this nation in which we live, in thanksgiving for the abundance of
life and freedom that we enjoy; for the president and Congress, for
our governor and local elected officials, that all work for the common
good, and serve not themselves, but chiefly those who are cast down;
that this nation so divided along political lines would repent of our
hatred of those who differ from us and, based on our one common
humanity, discuss our differences with reason and kindness. In mercy,
O Lord, hear our prayer.

For those in need in our community—the sick, those facing surgery,
those with terminal illness—that they receive mercy and healing
according to God's will, that they find peace in the love of Jesus, and
that their hearts may be opened to receive the love of Christ. Heal
with Your mercy those we lift before You Deane Peters, Rick Miller,



John Haubold, Jan Peterson, Carla Weikert, Robert Wood, Kerstin
Krueger, Mary Fodor, Joseph Davis. For those harmed by natural or
man-made disasters, that they experience renewal through those who
donate and do relief work. In mercy,

O Lord, hear our prayer.

For this congregation, during this Pastoral call process

and granting your wisdom to our Call Committee and Staff during
this vacancy. Knowing God is God and that we have been raised with
Christ, our lives be transformed from the old self with its selfish
practices to life abundant with the new self, filled with generosity
toward God and others. In mercy,

O Lord, hear our prayer.

Grant that Your presence and provision be known in our families and
in the lives of our children. Be with each member of St. Paul,
especially those we lift to You this day, John, Mary Kay. Lizzie Dagg,
Doug & Judy Dalrymple, Mike & Carol Danner, Bruce, Lori, Joseph
Davis. Bless the children of our CLC, Evelyn, Easton, Rhett, Aviela,
along with their parents and our staff. Guide families to be places
where Your love is demonstrated to strangers as well as to friends.
Grant that we share with them our faith in Christ and live together as
God'’s sanctified and thankful people. In mercy,

O Lord, hear our prayer.

In faith we entrust our prayers to You, heavenly Father. You are good
and Your love endures forever; Your faithfulness continues through all
generations. In mercy,

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

(Having received the Gospel's grace, let us joyfully share "Peace of

Christ" with one another.)



Offering: Mary Miller "He is There" by Mary Kay Beall
Service of the Sacrament

Prepare our Hearts for Communion
1. Do | believe that | am sinful, without hope of eternal life
except for God’s mercy in Christ Jesus?
2. Do | harbor resentment for another or refuse to forgive another's sin?
3. Do | believe that Jesus is God's Son and my personal Savior?
4. Do | believe that He is personally present with His Body and Blood?
5. Do | desire by the Holy Spirit's power to live a Godly life?

If this is what you believe, we invite you to come forward to share
Communion with us. If this is not what you understand or believe you are
welcome to come forward for a blessing; simply cross your arms for the
Pastor to bless you.

Communion Instructions
(For those who are intolerant to alcohol, grape juice is available in the
center of each communion tray marked by purple cups. Gluten free wafers
are available upon request.)

Thank you, Lord, for blessing us that we might be a blessing to
others.

Preface
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® >



(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus (sing)

Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’'n and earth with full acclaim
shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest,
sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes
in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.



In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve,
who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their
children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and
made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully
eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me."



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance

of Me.”
Pax Domini
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei (sing)
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,

You take the sin of the world away;

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

| Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618
| come, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain

Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!



Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
That sinners may salvation see

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
So |, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain

Unworthy though | am, O Savior,
Because | have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain

Weary am | and heavy laden;

With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden

My heart, for | am now Thy guest. Refrain

What higher gift can we inherit?

It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,

The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941,
abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110005066

Distribution Hymn
Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and Himself the priest.



He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;

With heav'nly bread He makes the hungry whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.

Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,

And take the pledges of salvation here.

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow

As in this feast of love You bless us now.

Text: Latin, 7th cent,; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis (sing)
O Lord, now let Your servant

Depart in heav'nly peace,
For | have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

All glory to the Father,

All glory to the Son All glory to the Spirit,

Forever Three in One; For as in the beginning,

Is now, shall ever be, God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.



Farewell and Godspeed to a Ron and Beverly DuPree

P] Beloved in the Lord, Ron DuPree, our DCE, has accepted a call to a
new field of service in the Church. At this time of farewell and
Godspeed, let us hear the Word of the Lord.

3] thank my God in all my remembrance of you, “always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. °And | am sure
of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. ’It is right for me to feel this
way about you all, because | hold you in my heart, for you are all
partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the
defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how |
yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.

>8Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your
labor is not in vain.

Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him, and he will act.
| lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
Lord, you have been our dwelling place
in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
Blessed shall you be in the city,
and blessed shall you be in the field.



Blessed shall you be when you come in,
and blessed shall you be when you go out.
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
Let your work be shown to your servants,
and your glorious power to their children.
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,
and establish the work of our hands upon us;
yes, establish the work of our hands!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P} O Lord God, merciful and gracious Father, we give thanks for all the
blessings You have bestowed on our congregation and school, its
parents and children, through Your servants Ron and Beverly. By Your
Word and Spirit preserve them in the one true faith. Grant Ron
faithfulness in his new field of service and a readiness to grow in
wisdom, knowledge, and skill for those he serves to the glory of Your
holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

P} Go in peace and joy. The almighty and most merciful God, the Father,
the *- Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and bless and strengthen

you for faithful service in His name.
Amen.



Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng LSB 813
Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing;
Your festal banner wave on high,
The cross of Christ your king. Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

With voice as full and strong
As ocean's surging praise,

Send forth the sturdy hymns of old,
The psalms of ancient days. Refrain

With all the angel choirs,
With all the saints on earth

Pour out the strains of joy and bliss,
True rapture, noblest mirth. Refrain



Yet on and onward still,
With hymn and chant and song,

Through gate and porch and columned aisle
The hallowed pathways throng. Refrain

Still lift your standard high,
Still march in firm array,

As pilgrims through the darkness wend
Till dawns the golden day. Refrain

At last the march shall end;
The wearied ones shall rest;

The pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

Praise Him who reigns on high,
The Lord whom we adore:
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
One God forevermore. Refrain
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-91, alt.
Text: Public domain

Dismissal
P Go in peace! Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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