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Félix Guattari: A Cbrono]og)/

30 April 1930: Born Pierre-Félix Guattari, he grows up in
Villeneuve-les-Sablons, a working-class suburb of north-west
Paris.

1940s: Participates in the youth hostelling movement; studies
pharmacy and philosophy, and comes into contact with Fernand
Oury (1920-98), who would later elaborate institutional ped-
agogy, which is still taught at Nanterre and survives in organi-
zations such as Association vers la pédagogie institutionnelle.

1950s: Joins the Union des Jeunesses Republicaines de France
(UJRF), the youth wing of the Communist Party, but soon
forms alliances with various gauchiste dissidents and is eventu-
ally suspended. Works with the Parti Communiste Francais
(PCF), assisting in the publication of the newspaper Tribune de
discussion.

1953: Becomes involved in establishing La Borde — an experi-
mental psychiatric clinic at the Chiteau de la Borde in the
Loir-et-cher in Cour Cheverny, south of Paris — under the
directorship of Lacanian analyst Dr Jean Oury (b. 1924),
brother of Fernand. Guattari had first met Jean Oury in 1945
when he was 15, and at 20 he adopted him as his mentor. La
Borde was inspired by the experimental hospital opened in
1940 by Frangois Tosquelles, who rejected the prison camp-
like structure of psychiatric institutions. The aim of La Borde
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The Three Ecologies






There is an ecology of bad ideas, just as there is
an ecology of weeds.
Gregory Bateson'

The Earth is undergoing a period of intense techno-scientific
transformations. If no remedy is found, the ecological disequi-
librium this has generated will ultimately threaten the contin-
uation of life on the planet’s surface. Alongside these
upheavals, human modes of life, both individual and collective,
are progressively deteriorating. Kinship networks tend to be
reduced to a bare minimum; domestic life is being poisoned
by the gangrene of mass-media consumption; family and
married life are frequently ‘ossified’ by a sort of standardization
of behaviour; and neighbourhood relations are generally
reduced to their meanest expression . . . It is the relationship
between subjectivity and its exteriority — be it social, animal,
vegetable or Cosmic — that is compromised in this way, in a
sort of general movement of implosion and regressive infantal-
ization. Otherness [I’altérité] tends to lose all its asperity.
Tourism, for example, usually amounts to no more than a
journey on the spot, with the same redundancies of images
and behaviour.

Political groupings and executive authorities appear to be
totally incapable of understanding the full implications of these
issues. Despite having recently initiated a partial realization of
the most obvious dangers that threaten the natural environ-
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