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Members of the 1st District American Legion Family.... After a great deal of con-

sideration...I have. decided that after the occurrence of certain things, it is time to 

publish the following Statement: As per discussion with Department personnel, I 

have found out the District Commander has the final word about what articles are 

printed in the District Newsletter. If an article does not meet the Standards of the 

District- it will not be published.... period!  

 

Newsletter Submission Reminder All articles must be submitted by the 26th of 

each month. Any submissions received after that date—without prior communica-

tion to Michelle regarding the delay—will not be included in that month’s newslet-

ter. Newsletter items should be emailed to bigredonenewsletter@gmail.com. 

Please note: There will not be a July newsletter. Per the District Legion Bylaws, 

the District publishes 11 newsletters per year, August through June. Thank you for 

helping us keep our District communications timely and organized.  

The 1st District Leadership  

 

The opinions and viewpoints expressed in this newsletter are solely those of the in-

dividual authors. They do not necessarily reflect the official positions of the 1st 

District American Legion Family, the Department of Minnesota American Legion 

Family, or the National American Legion Family. Inclusion of any article, an-

nouncement, or advertisement does not constitute endorsement  
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There is no membership report this week. I assume it is due to the National Con-

vention in Louisville, Ky.  

  

If at any time you want to see the latest report, log on to mnlegion.org, member-

ship and then membership reports. click on MY 2027 Reports.  

  

Last week the 1st District was in 4th place. Please start working hard on getting 

memberships processed.  

  

The membership challenge has not been updated for 2027 yet. The first goal will 

be in early September for 50%. We were at 46.95% as of 8/19, so we are there.  

  

Please reach out with any questions or concerns. 

  

Thank you! 

Mary Hanson 

mfhanson52@charter.net 

507-440-3606 

From Your Membership Director 

http://mnlegion.org/
mailto:mfhanson52@charter.net
tel:(507)%20440-3606
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Area 1 Vice Commander 

Hello 

I am Dick Grobe of Lake City post 110. 

I did this position in 1990 and was District Commander 1994-1995 

So, I am coming out of retirement to fulfill this position. 

Please, all post membership directors do not hold onto membership.  

Get them sent in ASAP! 

Dick Grobe 
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Area 4 Vice Commander 
 

Hello Legionnaires, 

 I would like to start with a big thank you to Commander Einar Myhre at 

Post 140 and Margene Myhre who is the President of Unit 140. They hosted 

the District Picnic on the 16th of August in Grand Meadow. What a wonder-

ful time. Our new Department Commander Pam Krill was there. There was 

broasted chicken, corn on the cob and lots of other good food provided by 

those who attended. Were you there? Keep in mind, the picnic is always in 

the 1st half of August. Everyone is invited to come. Come and share a great 

meal and ideas.  

 If your post would like to have district officer attend events, please reach 

out by phone or email ahead of time. All our contact information is included 

in this newsletter. Depending on schedules, we will get as many people there 

as possible. Us "old" people do not always keep up on social media and can 

miss events in the district. 

 Please do not hesitate to reach out to any of us for any reason, good or bad. 

We are here to help. 

 Mary Hanson 

Area 4 Vice Commander 
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From the desk of Auxiliary President 

As we start our 2026-2027 Auxiliary Year let us all work at helping with mem-
bership just by renewing 

our own membership. Membership is up to all of us, not just our Membership 
Chairman. 

Membership Chair Michelle will be giving you more info on the contest at de-
partment and district levels. 

Please use the resources noted below for program related questions. Only con-
tact the Department 

Office with administrative questions This has come from the Department Of-
fice to the Districts. 

Resources for Chairman and Presidents: Check the Unit Mailings available at 
mnala.org 

Check the Minnesota ALA Unit Guide available at mnala.org 

Check the ALA Handbook available at alaforveterans.org 

Check you District Newsletter 

Ask your District Chairman 

Unit Presidents, contact you District President for assistance. 

ALA Department of Minnesota Website: mnala.org 

ALA National Website: alaforveterans.org (Note: When accessing, click on 
Member Only tab. This will prompt you to register one time only with a pass-
word. You will need your membership number to register. Our national website 
has many useful tools for Members, Units and Districts. 

We all need to start using these tools that are out there! 

I look forward to invitations to your units this year, last year was disappointing. 
We are off to a good start, with 3 invites already! Thank you! 

Upcoming Events: District Fall Rally in Dodge Center: Saturday, October 3rd 

We would love to see new faces! Please join us we will have membership 

information from our Department Membership Chair Wendy Grittner! 
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Auxiliary President continued 

Department Fall Conference in StCloud: Thursday-Saturday, October 22 -24. 

I really recommend Fall Conference to anyone that really wants to have a bet-
ter understanding of this Year’s programs and how to make them work for you 
unit. 

Coffee Talk in Adams: Saturday, November 7th 9-10:30am 

Coffee Talk is open discussion on what is or is not happening in our units. The 
good and the bad, along with suggestions how we can make things better for 
our units and members. We are repeating from a great session last year in Free-
born. Anyone from the American Legion Family is welcome. Everyone’s input 
is appreciated and we can all learn a little bit from each other. Coffee, juice and 
donuts are provided. 

Please try to join us. 9-10:30am 

District Christmas Party: Preston Veterans Home, Sunday, December 13th 
11am-2pm 

More information will be coming! Please put on your calendar! A great time to 
tour and visit the residents! 

Thank you to the 10 units that will be going to electronic Unit Mailings! It is 
greatly appreciated by the department! Michelle will be sending information 
that needs to get out to units from myself, the district and department. I would 
suggest that units send the unit mailings to their chairman every month so they 
are aware of what is happening with their programs. I am still hearing too 
much, No One gave me the information, in today’s world this should not be. 

Thank you for you do for our veterans, children and our communities! Remem-
ber Service Not Self 

President Wanda 
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From the 1st District Membership Chairman 

Outsmart • Outmaneuver • Outlive — The Membership Challenge Is On! 

A new membership year is underway, and District 1 is ready to make membership fun, 

competitive, and rewarding! Following this year’s theme, “Outsmart • Outmaneuver • 

Outlive,” our membership program will focus on recruiting new members, renewing and 

retaining current members, bringing former members back, and keeping membership mov-

ing throughout the year. Every Unit has an opportunity to participate, earn recognition, and 

help strengthen our American Legion Auxiliary family. 

One part of the challenge will be our Race to the Target. At each Department membership 

target, the first District 1 Unit to reach the required percentage will receive $20, and the 

second Unit will receive $10. Our targets begin with 25% by September 15, followed by 

60%, 85%, 95%, 100%, and finally 102%. Units will also have opportunities to earn spe-

cial Outsmart, Outmaneuver, and Outlive recognition, along with some fun Survivor-

style challenges throughout the year. 

We are also introducing a more detailed District 1 Membership Competition for 2026–

2027, designed to recognize meaningful growth and encourage Units to think strategically 

about membership. The competition will reward efforts in areas such as new member 

growth, renewals and retention, education goals, and participation in District events. 

There will be additional bonus opportunities and recognition along the way, with awards 

presented in May 2027. The goal isn't simply to win a competition—it is to encourage eve-

ry Unit to finish the year stronger than it started. 

Watch your email! This coming week, I will be emailing additional information to all 

Unit Presidents and Unit Membership Chairmen explaining the membership challenges 

and how your Unit can participate. Please share the information with your membership 

team, start planning your strategy, and get ready for a fun year. Remember: every mem-

bership matters, every renewal matters, and every new member matters! 

If you have any questions, please reach out to me. I am happy to help throughout the mem-

bership year. 

Michelle Weaver 

1st District Membership Chairman 

weaver.michelle595@gmail.com 

 

 

Membership Report 

mailto:weaver.michelle595@gmail.com
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September Chaplain’s Article 

By Christopher Taulbee, 1st District SAL Chaplain 

As we move into September, I’m reminded of how quickly the seasons change 

and how each new month gives us an opportunity to pause, reflect, and reset our 

focus. For many, this time of year marks a return to routine—school starting, 

summer winding down, and communities preparing for fall events. It’s a natural 

moment to take stock of where we are spiritually, emotionally, and in service to 

others. 

In the Sons of the American Legion, our mission is rooted in honor, remem-

brance, and service. These values don’t shift with the seasons; they remain 

steady. But we sometimes need a gentle reminder to reconnect with them. Sep-

tember offers that reminder. 

Let us take time this month to honor the veterans whose sacrifices allow us the 

freedoms we enjoy. Reach out to someone who may be struggling—whether a 

veteran, a family member, or a neighbor. A simple act of kindness can be the 

spark that lifts someone’s spirit. Service doesn’t always require grand gestures; 

often it’s the quiet moments of compassion that make the greatest impact. 

As we gather for meetings, events, and community activities, may we carry for-

ward a spirit of unity and purpose. Let us continue to support our Legion Fami-

ly, strengthen our communities, and live out the values entrusted to us. 

May God bless our veterans, our families, and each of you as we enter this new 

season with renewed faith and commitment. 
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ALR Director Corner 

Hello Riders! 

  Another month of riding motorcycles is done for 2026. However, there are still 

a few good months with beautiful days of riding left. It’s so much fun to ride 

along the river in the fall. A group of us try to do it each year. The fresh air and 

beautiful colors of the trees’ turning color is sometimes breathtaking. Also, 

spending time riding with good friends cannot be beaten. 

  Sadly, there have been several fatal motorcycle accidents in the last month in 

our area. I have noticed an abundance of deer and wild turkeys lately. This will 

only get worse once crops are being harvested. Please be cautious! 

  Another Veteran Stand Down will be held in Mason City, IA on September 

26th at the Mason City fairgrounds. Tell your friends, families, and other veter-

ans about this event. It is an amazing event with a lot to offer our veterans and 

their families. 

  September 19th is the return of the Nation of Patriots Tour. It will return to 

Bergdale’s Harley Davidson in Albert Lea and will be hosted by Glenville’s 

ALR Chapter #264. If anyone is interested in riding the last leg of the tour you 

can come to Faribault Harley Davidson on the morning of the 19th. The flag 

will be coming down from Eden Prairie, and you can join the tour at Faribault. 

We will have KSU at 10:15AM to ride the last stretch of the tour to Albert Lea. 

This Flag will have been traveled the United States for 115 days to includes Ha-

waii and Alaska. The organization, NOP, is 100% volunteer-run. 100% of funds 

raised go directly to assisting veterans and their families facing financial hard-

ship. I hope other riders will join us for the final stretch of the tour. 

I am sure there are other rides and events within the 1st District in the month of 

September to look forward to. However, the Nation of Patriots Tour on the 19th 

is the only ride that I know of at the time. 

  If any chapter has upcoming events and/or rides please let me know so I can 

post them in the newsletter.  
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ALR Director Continued 

I really hope everyone has a great rest of summer/fall riding motorcycles and 

can continue to do so for the next couple of months! 

  Remember to get your members to pay their new year of dues. There are only 

two requirements to be a member. Members must own and ride motorcycles 

and maintain active membership within The American Legion Family. So let us 

make sure everyone meets these requirements.  

  Be safe everyone! 

Wes Halverson 
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Members of the Glenville American Legion Riders (ALR) Chapter #264 received first place 

in the American Legion Media & Communications Annual Contest in the Public Relations 

category for Legion Posts with up to 249 members. The award recognized their work preparing 

for and promoting the 2026 Nation of Patriots (NOP) Flag Tour. Now in its 17th year, the 

nationwide motorcycle tour travels through all 50 states over 115 days, raising awareness and 

funds for veterans and their families. One hundred percent of donations collected through the 

tour goes to veterans and families in need. 

Glenville ALR Chapter #264 began pursuing the opportunity to host the tour in September 

2025 and was selected in November as the official starting and hosting location for the 2026 

Flag Tour—making Glenville Post #264 the first American Legion Post ever to host the event 

and marking the first time the tour began in Minnesota. Festivities kicked off May 15 at the 

Glenville Legion, followed by the official ride start May 16 at Bergdale Harley-Davidson in 

Albert Lea. The first leg traveled to Mason City, Iowa, before continuing across the country, 

including Alaska and Hawaii, with the tour scheduled to return to Bergdale Harley-Davidson 

on September 19. The Riders credit the tremendous support of Glenville Post #264, local or-

ganizations, area American Legion Posts, businesses, and the community for helping make this 

historic event possible. 

Scott Kallberg (Road Captain), Bruce Camerer (Director), and Larry Larson (Past Director).  
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