
 

 

ALBORN TOWNSHIP JOINT TOWNSHIP MEETING 

        Amanda Ellefson, Clerk                                                      

        6388 Hwy 7                                                                            

        Alborn, MN  55702                                                      

        (218) 591-7169                                                           

        Alborn.Clerk@gmail.com                                     

_____________________________________________________________________________________

September 22, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 pm by Dale Larson, Chairperson.   Present at the meeting were 

Tarah Vitek, Kurt Johnson, and Dale Larson, Supervisors; Amanda Ellefson, Clerk; Ronda Bernard, Deputy 

Clerk; Christine Wolvin, Treasurer; Linsey Larson, Deputy Treasurer; see attached for members of the 

community and surrounding townships. 

Dale indicated that the Joint Township Meeting was called to address a fire on August 14, 2021 and not 

personnel issues within the fire department.  The Board is here to discuss whether or not Robb O’Bey is 

to either retire or be removed from the fire department.  Dale then gave a brief history of the fire 

department and how the Townships support and make decisions for the fire department.  Decisions 

regarding personnel should be discussed through the Joint Powers Board, as the Joint Powers oversees 

the fire department. 

Dale made a statement regarding the fire on August 14, 2021, which involved the explosion of a golf cart 

by means of Tannerite, which resulted in burning at least 40 acres.  Dale spoke about the conditions of 

the extreme drought and fire restrictions.  Four fire departments, DNR, federal support, helicopters, and 

airplanes were needed to fight the fire.  Robb has admitted responsibility for the fire and stated that it is 

currently being investigated by the DNR.  Robb also stated that he is openly working with the 

investigation and is prepared to accept any fines or repercussions coming to him from the investigating 

authorities.  The federal investigator was questioned by Dale about the fire and indicated that he was 

not informed about the fire by the Fire Chief or Assistant Fire Chief.  The fire is now currently under 

investigation.  Dale’s opinion is that Robb O’Bey should retire. 

Shawn Niehaus stated that Tannerite is not the cause of the fire.  He said that the boys forgot to check 

for gas in the golf cart and the residual amount of gas that remained in the cart was the cause for it to 

ignite and begin the fire. 

Kurt, from New Independence, disagrees with Dale.  Kurt does not want to lose the Fire Chief of 18 years 

over this mistake.  Shawn Sundquist is reserving his judgement as the fire is under investigation and 

wants to wait for the DNR determination to be made prior to make any decision, as he doesn’t feel he 

has the authority to make this decision without a final determination of fault.  Mike Ruhland indicated 

that due to letters received and information given demonstrate that there is division within the fire 

department.   

Kurt, from New Independence, spoke to additional Fire Chief’s at the fire department, there was some 

confusion about the fire and scene, but had only good things to say about Robb as a Fire Chief. 

Kurt Johnson, from Alborn, is withholding any judgement until the investigation is complete.  He feels 

that Joint Powers meetings should be held to resolve issues within the fire department. 
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Tarah feels the fire in question was a mistake and the underlying issues within the fire department need 

to be addressed. 

Dale asked if Robb should voluntarily remove himself as Fire Chief during the investigation.  Shawn 

indicated that the bylaws would need to be reviewed in order to make that determination.   

Jay Tremblay spoke to the issue being addressed by Joint Powers, not Joint Township, and the issue 

should have been presented to the Joint Powers prior to a Joint Township Meeting.   It is in the bylaws 

of the Joint Powers to make any determination prior to being brought to the Joint Townships. 

Kurt indicated that the “whistle blower” complaint was initially given to the Joint Powers members but 

due to the incident involving the Fire Chief (who is a Joint Power board member) that they wanted input 

from the Joint Townships. 

Shawn Niehaus indicated that anonymous letters are inadmissible by law.   

Those in attendance asked to address the underlying issues of the Fire Department, which the Board felt 

needed to be addressed at a Joint Powers meeting, not at the meeting tonight.   

Mike Ruhland indicated that the letters shed light on personnel issues that were unknown of prior to the 

fire of August 14.    

Robb informed the Boards of a committee who will be working on personnel issues.  Robb will not be 

part of the committee. 

Dale offered to have the Townships pitch in funds to hire a professional mediator to help the Fire 

Department work through internal issues. 

Kurt, from New Independence, questioned when a recommendation is made and approved by the Joint 

Powers, who will implement the recommendation? 

Chris Simmons spoke about the Fire Department Personnel Committee.  He explained that they will 

work to take all facts and information and in turn will make recommendation to Joint Powers for final 

approval of actions and then the committee will implement them within the Fire Department. 

Shawn Niehaus requested to read a letter addressed to the Board of Supervisors of Alborn and New 

Independence (see attached).  Shawn read his statement.  Mike Ruhland indicated that the instances in 

the letter read by Shawn should be addressed at Fire Department meetings and quoted from the Fire 

Department bylaws.  Mike indicated that the first step should always be to address these issues at 

regular Fire meetings.  Members that have grievances with other members should refer to the bylaws 

first.  Brad Currier voiced concern that Shawn’s statement had misinformation and false accusations.  

Shawn apologized to Brad for part of his letter and said he stands by his statement. 

Kurt from New Independence indicated that he has full faith in the Joint Powers Board to what is right 

when the personnel committee brings issues to the Joint Powers Board. 

Kurt from New Independence made a motion to adjourn.  Mike Ruhland seconded the motion and it 

passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 7:13pm.                                                                         

Respectfully submitted, 

Amanda Ellefson, Clerk 



 

 

    

 


