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ALBORN TOWNSHIP

Amanda Ellefson, Clerk

6388 Hwy 7

Alborn, MN 55702

(218) 591-7169

Alborn.Clerk@gmail.com

_____________________________________________________________________________________

August 1, 2022

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm by Kurt Johnson, Chairperson. Present at the meeting were

Tarah Vitek, Kurt Johnson, and Dale Larson, Supervisors; Amanda Ellefson, Clerk; Ronda Bernard, Deputy

Clerk; Christine Wolvin, Treasurer; John Klassen, John Wolvin, and Shawn Niehaus.

Dale made a motion to approve the July Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes. Tarah seconded the motion

and it passed unanimously.

National Night Out is August 2, 2022. Postcards were sent to residents in Alborn and New

Independence. Tarah explained that the postcards were sent to St. Paul and to make note for next year

to ask that the postcards be put in boxes, and not sent to St. Paul. Tarah suggested to Jack Carlson to

designate people to help with set up and take down. Shawn Niehaus indicated that he is in charge on

the Fire Hall side of the event. Discussion on set up and running the event tomorrow night.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Christine read the Treasurer’s Report. Tarah made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report. Dale

seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

BILLS

Amanda read the Claims List. Tarah made a motion to pay the bills, including PERA. Dale seconded the

motion and it passed unanimously.

Christine noted that the second half of ARPA funds has been deposited. The total for ARPA is

$50,597.68.

E-MAILS/CORRESPONDENCE

Couri & Ruppe legal service rate increase.

Township Legal Seminar information.

MAT District 10 Meeting Notice information.

Frontier submitted a letter requesting permission to perform the following: to locate, construct,

operate, and maintain telephone facilities on or along township roads. The blanket permit is valid for the

years 2022 and 2023.

SSD
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John presented a report for SSD. In July, the system pumped 57,891 gallons on a 28-day month, which is

2,068 gallons per day. John had one high water alarm on the 24th of July. He talked to Eric this

afternoon. Eric indicated he was recently out to the site and everything looked good. Eric looked at the

computer and will coordinate to look this over with John in September.

The quarterly SSD meeting is August 16th. John reminded Eric of this meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Board reviewed the Fire Department meeting minutes from May and June. Discussion on response

to calls with Shawn.

COMMUNITY CENTER

Kurt provided a quote from Kiminski Paving for paving the Community Center parking lot. The quote is

for $52,400. There is an optional quote for removal of concrete between the rear of the building and the

dugout/fence and re-grade area. Cost for grading and paving is $6,300. Cost to demo all of the concrete

is $8,000. Discussion on calling Jim Larson and Ben Vitek for a quote on removal of the concrete.

Discussion with Shawn on the paving project and the existing shared driveway/parking area. Discussion

on the grading of the parking lot and property line. The quote includes cutting the grade to improve

drainage. Shawn indicated that he would sign an easement for any part of the grading and paving that

occurs on his property. Discussion on calling Kiminski Paving to have a quote for additional paving on

Shawn’s property, just for consideration.

Dale made a motion to proceed with the paving quote and to spend up to an additional $15,000 in order

to meld the paving with the Niehaus property, not including the concrete work at this time. Tarah

seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. Shawn asked that whatever work is completed, the

property will be restored to its original condition.

Kurt inquired into asking for an additional quote. Contracts between $25,000 and $175,000 can be

made by direct negotiation (based on the 2019 MAT manual).

Discussion on asking Jim Larson to consult on elevation and grading for the paving project.

John Klaussen indicated that he has had a lot of people asking to use the bathroom when he is working

at the Community Center. He asked the Board about placing a biffy near the ball fields, especially from

May to September. This will be taken into consideration next year.

Kitty noted that the carpet in the Community Center is getting stained again and should be professionally

cleaned. Discussion on cleaning the carpet in October.

Discussion on cleaning the kitchen and making an inventory of what the kitchen is in need of (potentially

cutlery).

ROAD AND BRIDGES

John Wolvin provided photos to indicate water pooling in front of his driveway on the right of way of

Aerie Lake Road. He had Jim Larson come to provide a quote for 10 yards of Class 5 to flatten and spread

to alleviate this problem. Dale indicated that he would add 10 yards of Class 5.
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There are beavers near Church Road, which is causing water to go over the culverts. Two beavers have

been trapped and the dam has been partially torn down, but the water is still going over the road.

Discussion on blowing up the dam, if necessary. Jim Larson placed Class 5 material to raise the road bed

of the bridge.

St. Louis County now has an online application for crushing and snowplowing.

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion of History Day. Dale suggested having the Fire Hall open with older residents sharing stories

of how the Town Hall and Fire Hall have grown and evolved over the years. A table for birth and death

records. Discussion of either a panel or stations for the event.

NEW BUSINESS

Dale made a motion to approve Resolution 08012022. Kurt seconded the motion and it passed

unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Dale made a motion to adjourn. Tarah seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. Meeting

adjourned at 7:46 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Ellefson, Clerk


