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November 1, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm by Dale Larson, Chairperson.   Present at the meeting were 

Tarah Vitek, Kurt Johnson, and Dale Larson, Supervisors; Amanda Ellefson, Clerk; Ronda Bernard, Deputy 

Clerk; Linsey Larson, Deputy Treasurer; John Klassen, John Wolvin, Brady Strochein, Mary Lisic, Shawn 

Niehaus, Ben Vitek, and Tim Johnson. 

Tarah made a motion to accept the October 4, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes. Kurt seconded the 

motion and it passed unanimously. 

Kurt made a motion to accept the October 26, 2021 SSD Quarterly Meeting Minutes.  Tarah seconded 

the motion and it passed unanimously. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Christine read the Treasurer’s Report.  Tarah made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Kurt 

seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

The Township has received $24,496.64 from the ARPA funds and will receive another payment next 

year.  Christine indicated the Township should start planning to use these monies.  Discussion on ways 

to use the monies and Christine will do research to determine whether or not the project is approved 

for using the ARPA funds.  Christine suggested making the Community Center handicap accessible 

(ramps, push button doors).  The Board discussed using the monies toward the parking lot to improve 

accessibility and blacktop. Christine will need to provide an initial report of how the Township is 

planning to use the money in April.  The money must be spent by December 31, 2023. 

BILLS 

Amanda read the Claims List.  Kurt made a motion to pay the bills, including PERA.  Tarah seconded the 

motion and it passed unanimously.   

E-MAILS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Dale attended the SLCAT meeting, which is doing in person meetings again.  He gave a summary of the 

meeting to the Board.  A new public works garage is planned for Brookston by the Culver Town Hall. 

Commissioner Nelson is working to upgrade two landfills.   

St. Louis County provided information to the Township on Solid Waste increases for 2022. 

The Township received the 2020 Census population and household counts.  The population for Alborn 

Township as of April 2020 is 425. 
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SSD 

On October 5, a pump wasn’t working at 9166.  John called Chris and, on the 8th, they pulled the pump 

out and found it was jammed with sludge, which they cleaned.  On the 15th, 5 tanks were pumped.  Later 

this week, the site will be pumped. 

The Board reviewed Resolution 11-01-2021 to set the 2022 SSD user fee.  Kurt made a motion to 

approve Resolution 11-01-2021.  Tarah seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

COMMUNITY CENTER 

Greta received a rebate application from Minnesota Power for the lights at the Community Center and 

gave it to Dale for the Township.  Christine is working on the rebate forms, which total $1095. 

Kurt received a call about a used flag pole for the Community Center.  It is a 40-foot, dark bronze finish 

pole.  The pole would be $3000 and installation would be under $1000, which includes a flag.  Tarah 

made a motion to purchase and install the flag pole for $4000.  Dale seconded the motion and it passed 

unanimously. 

Discussion on placement of the flag pole.  John K. suggested the corner by the doors of the Community 

Center.  Dale made a motion that Kurt and John spend up to $200 on lighting for the flag pole.  Tarah 

seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Tarah applied for the grant for the playground, which was approved, but came with additional 

stipulations that were unexpected.  The Township would be expected to pay $58,000, plus installation.  

This exceeded the amount Tarah had indicated to the company the Township would be willing to 

contribute toward the playground.  She called the company to decline the grant. 

ROAD AND BRIDGES 

The turnaround on Church Road is complete and appreciated by the County for snow plowing.   

OLD BUSINESS 

History Day was not as well attended as planned, but was a lot of fun.  Christine indicated that there was 

a lot going on in the community, so when another day is planned, the Township should look at events in 

the Alborn and surrounding communities prior to setting a date.   

Christine suggested having better labeling for items out for review and include in the flyer that people 

can bring items (i.e. photos, paperwork, yearbooks) to share with others or for the Township to scan and 

share at future History Days.   

Discussion on sorting through the old paperwork and artifacts, as there were some items that were 

deemed garbage.  Tarah offered to come and sort through the items.  Amanda will provide a Records 

Retention list to reference for whether or not items can be thrown. 

NEW BUSINESS 



 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Shawn asked for clarification from the Board regarding the last meeting.  His understanding is that Joint 

Powers is the governing body over the Fire Department and questioned advice and commentary made 

by the Town Board and the Chairperson regarding current situations in the Fire Department, as he 

believes the Town Board does not have this authority. 

He asked how the Board will deal with Fire Department issues moving forward.  The Joint Powers 

agreement indicates that the Board of Supervisors can make budgetary issues, but no discussion or 

recommendations can be made regarding personnel. 

As he researched, he found MN Statute 351.54, which cited malfeasance in regard to the Board and the 

Chairman making commentary and recommendations to the Fire Department and staff. 

The Board indicated that no motion was made to overturn any decisions made by Joint Powers. 

The Fire Department expenses go through the Township, due to State regulations.   

Tarah will contact the MAT attorney to determine if malfeasance occurred with the recommendations 

made and written in the October meeting minutes.   

Kurt made a motion to adjourn.  Tarah seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Meeting 

adjourned at 7:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Amanda Ellefson, Clerk 


