
  

 

A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
   

 
STUDEBAKER TRUCKS  

 
 
Hello fellow members of the Central Florida Chapter, which always reminds me of one of the most               
enthusiastic chapter in the State.  We meet monthly, and always get a very good attendance, although the 
size of our chapter suggests we could do better. Keep trying to show up wherever we meet, and we always 
generate a lot of conversation. Just think, it was 50 years ago last March when the Studebaker Corporation 
stopped production forever. 
 
I was recently thinking about my last few months as an employee at Studebaker, where I had transferred from 
the Champion assembly line to the Truck plant, known as the Chipewa Avenue plant, in the south end of 
town.  I worked the graveyard shift from 11PM to 7AM to accommodate my college schedule. It was the Fall 
of 1950, and I covered the entire plant, sweeping floors and handling the trash.  I was too young to fully       
appreciate those trucks that I saw in various stages of construction.  The old M-series trucks that were        
produced from 1941 through 1948, were replaced by the extremely popular 2R series from 1949 to 1953, 
spanning my short time in the truck plant when the Korean War got me in January, 1951. 
 
Those trucks, during my time consisted of the 2R6 1/2 ton; the 2R11 ¾ ton; the 2R14 1ton; the 2R16A 1 ½ 
ton for the 1950 model and the 2R28 1 ½ ton which was produced from about July, 1950 until after I left in 
January, 1951.  All I knew about those trucks while I was there was that those guys made a lot of mess.  I had 
no idea that they were producing 4 models in that plant.  
 
I found most of the information in this letter in Studebaker brochures and truck history at the Studebaker     
Museum.  Studebakers donôt have VIN numbers, which were number in existence until 1981, long after 
Studebaker stopped production. Studebakers were identified by serial numbers.  Cab serial numbers simply 
indicated the sequential production number of each cab.  Vehicle serial numbers were assigned sequentially 
vehicles came down the assembly line, but cabs were pulled from stock without regard to their cab number. 
As a result, cab  number do not track with vehicle serial numbers. All 2R trucks with a full cab had a model C2 
cab with stationery windshield.   
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A Publication of the Central Florida Chapter  

The Studebaker Drivers Club, Inc.  

Check us out on the web at cfcsdc.com  

Founded in 1972, the purpose of the Central Florida Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club is to promote our  
interest in Studebaker and Avanti Automobiles, to help members preserve and promote interest in the  
Studebaker legacy, and most importantlyéTO BOND FRIENDSHIPS AND HAVE FUN IN THE PROCESS! 
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        Sunday                 Monday      Tuesday       Wednesday        Thursday      Friday       Saturday  

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2017 
 

May 3rd - 6th    International Meet, South Bend, Indiana 
 

September 9th    International Drive Your Studebaker Day   
 

November 10-12    Lakeland Fall Florida Autofest 

 

Take time and post things you would like to share with the club  
or with visitors on our Facebook page. www.facebook.com/cfcsdc  
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STUDEBAKER TRUCKS  (continued from page 1)   
 

An interesting think occurred about the time I was at the 
truck plant. Studebaker established January 1, 1950 as 
the official 1949/50 truck-model-year changeover date, 
so many 2R-series trucks remaining unsold on that date 
were supposed to be titled as 1949 models. However, 
dealers had an obvious motivation to sell them as brand-
new 1950 models. This same scenario occurred in      
several subsequent years, creating a good deal of      
uncertainty about the model year of many 2Rtrucks. The 
Studebaker Truck Price list published by the Studebaker 
Corporation on October 1, 1949 lists the factory list price 
of a new 2R5 with a pickup box to be $1,262.Factory  
delivered price, including taxes, delivery charges, and 
dealer preparation was listed $1,342.28.  Fortunately, the 
Studebaker international museum in South Bend can 
produce a copy of the   original production order for most 
post-war vehicles. These list both the vehicle serial    
number and the engine serial number, and are usually 
sufficient to convince a motor vehicle department to     
correct incorrect registration data.  
 

Catch you next issue.    
 
Wilber 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PATRICKôS DAYéé.DID YOU KNOW... 
Mentalfloss.com 

 

¶ WE SHOULD REALLY WEAR BLUE: Saint Patrick 

himself would have to deal with pinching on his    
feast day. His color was ñSaint Patrickôs blue,ò a    
light shade. The color green only became associated 
with the big day after it was linked to the Irish          
independence movement in the late 18th century. 

 

¶ SAINT PATRICK WAS BRITISH: Although he made 
his mark by introducing Christianity to Ireland in the 
year 432, Patrick wasnôt Irish himself. He was born to 
Roman parents in Scotland or Wales in the late fourth 
century. 

 

¶ SO DO NEW YORKERS: New York Cityôs Saint      
Patrickôs Day Parade is one of the worldôs largest        
parades. Since 1762, 250,000 marchers have 
traipsed up Fifth Avenue on foot ï the parade still 
doesnôt allow floats, cars, or other modern trappings. 

 

¶ IT USED TO BE A DRY HOLIDAY: For most of the 

20th century, Saint Patrickôs Day was considered a 
strictly religious holiday in Ireland, which meant that 
the nationôs pubs were closed for business on March 
17. (The one exception went to beer vendors at the 
big national dog show, which was always held on 
Saint Patrickôs Day.) In 1970, the day was converted 
to a national holiday, and the stout resumed flowing. 

 

¶ THEREôS A REASON FOR THE SHAMROCKS: How 

did the shamrock become associated with Saint   
Patrick? According to Irish legend, the saint used the 
three-leafed plant as a metaphor for the Holy Trinity 
when he was first introducing Christianity to Ireland. 

 

¶ THEREôS NO CORN IN THAT BEEF: Corned beef 

and cabbage, a traditional Saint Patrickôs Day staple, 
doesnôt have anything to do with the grain corn.     
Instead, itôs a nod to the large grains of salt that were 
historically used to cure meats, which were also 
known as ñcorns.ò 

 

¶ THE WORLD RUNS UP QUITE A BAR TAB: All of 

the Saint Patrickôs Day revelry around the globe is 
great news for brewers. A 2012 estimate pegged the 
total amount spent on beer for Saint Patrickôs Day               
celebrations at $245 million. And thatôs before tips to 
pubsô bartenders. 

 

¶ IT COULD HAVE BEEN SAINT MAEWYNôS DAY: 

   According to Irish legend, Saint Patrick wasnôt         
   originally called Patrick. His birth name was Maewyn       
   Succat, but he changed his name to Patricius after     
   becoming a priest. 
 

 

 

 

 

The proverbs of Solomon the son of 
David, king of Israel: 

 

To know wisdom and instruction, 
To discern the sayings 

of understanding, 
 

To receive instruction in wise  
behavior, 

Righteousness, justice and equity; 
 

To give prudence to the [a]naive, 
To the youth knowledge and  

discretion, 
 

A wise man will hear and increase in 
learning, And a man of understanding 

will acquire wise counsel, 
 

To understand a proverb and a  
figure, The words of the wise and 

their riddles. 
 

 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom 

and instruction. 

Proverbs 1  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+1&version=NASB#fen-NASB-16405a


  

 

*RECIPE FOR THE MONTH* 

 

Frog Eye Salad  
 

 

 

 
 

Food Network  
 

Please note:  Our recipes are chosen by the season of 
the vegetables or fruit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 cup white sugar 
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
2 1/2 teaspoons salt 
1 3/4 cups unsweetened pineapple juice 
2 eggs, beaten 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
3 quarts water 
1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
1 (16 ounce) package acini di pepe pasta 
3 (11 ounce) cans mandarin oranges, drained 
2 (20 ounce) cans pineapple tidbit, drained 
1 (20 ounce) can crushed pineapple, drained 
1 (8 ounce) container frozen whipped topping, thawed 
1 cup miniature marshmallows 
1 cup shredded coconut 
 
In a sauce pan, combine sugar, flour, 1/2 teaspoon 
salt, pineapple juice and eggs.  Stir and cook over    
medium heat until thickened.  Remove from heat; add 
lemon juice and cool to room temperature. 
 

Bring water to a boil, add oil, remaining salt and cook 
pasta until al dente.  Rinse under cold water and drain. 
 

In a large bowl, combine the pasta, egg mixture,    
mandarin oranges, pineapple and whipped topping.  
Mix well and refrigerate overnight or until chilled.      
Before serving add marshmallows and coconut.      
Toss and serve.  Makes 10 servings. 
 

 
FAMOUS QUOTES  

 
ñYou can close your eyes to the things you do not want to 
see, but you cannot close your heart to the things you do 
not want to feel.ò ð Johnny Depp 
 
ñTry not to become a man of success, but rather become 
a man of value.òð Albert Einstein 
 
ñNowadays people know the price of everything and the 
value of nothing.òð Oscar Wilde 
 
 
 

 

 
 

REMEMBERING 1963  

 

¶ Jun. 10   US Equal Pay Act signed into law by          

            President John F. Kennedy. 

¶ Jul.  22  Sarawak achieves independence from  

¶     British colonial rule. 

¶ Aug. 28   Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivers his ñI  

    have  a Dream speechò at the Lincoln          
    Memorial in Washington, DC. 

¶ Nov. 22   President John F. Kennedy assassinated. 
 
 
 

 
SDC CFC ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  

RENEWAL 
 

The membership year for the Central     Flor-
ida Chapter of SDC is from January 1 to De-
cember 31. The annual dues are $10.00.  
For renewal please send a check, payable to 
SDC CFC, to: 
     Central Florida Chapter, SDC 

        c\o Julio Velez 
        10100 54th Avenue N 
        St. Petersburg, FL 33708 

 
SDC  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

 

If someone you know is thinking of buying  
a Studebaker or interested in joining the 
Studebaker Drivers Club, please go to 
www.studebakerdriversclub.com and click 
on ñAbout/Join SDCò. Download  member-

ship application, print, fill out, and mail to:  The Stude-
baker Drivers Club, Inc., P.O. Box 1715, Maple Grove, 
MN 55311-7615.  You don't have to own a Studebaker in 
order to join the Studebaker Drivers Club, you just have to 
have an interest in them.  For our local Chapter member-
ship, see next page. 

 
 

 



  

 

 

STUDEBAKER DRIVERS CLUB 
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER  

 

 

 

THE CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER WAS FOUNDED IN 1972.  THE PURPOSE OF 
THE CHAPTER IS TO PROMOTE OUR INTEREST IN STUDEBAKERS AND AVANTI 
AUTOMOBILES, TO HELP MEMBERS PRESERVE AND PROMOTE INTEREST IN  
THE STUDEBAKER LEGACY, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, TO BOND FRIENDSHIPS 
AND HAVE FUN IN THE PROCESS. 
 

If you have any questions, e -mail jrv5748@yahoo.com 
or call Julio Velez, 727-398-6129 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
NAME_____________________________ SPOUSE___________________________ 
 
 

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY _______________________________ STATE _______ ZIP ________________ 
 

HOME PHONE _____-______-_________       Cell Phone _____-_____-___________ 
 

WORK PHONE _____-______-__________ 
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS ______________________________________________________ 

LIST ALL STUDEBAKERS AND RELATED MAKES 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Ownership of a Studebaker is not required. 
 

NEW _______   RENEWAL _______ 

Annual Membership Fee . . . . . . . . . . $10.00  

Please enter your National SDC Membership Number ________ 

Send completed application and check payable to SDC CFC to: 
 

Central Florida Chapter of SDC 
c/o Julio Velez 

10100 54th Avenue N 
St. Petersburg, FL 33708 



  

 

 

Odds ñNò Ends 
By Pete 

Finagle Law of Information  

  

1 -The information that you have is not the information 
that you want.  
 

2 - The information  you  want  is not the information what 
you need.  
 

3 - The information need is not what you can obtain.  
 

4 - The information you can get costs more than you want 
to pay.  

 

Franklinôs Law 

  

Blessed is he that expects nothing, for he shall not be dis-
appointed.  
 

Nations, Law Of  

 

In an undeveloped country, donôt drink the water.  
 

In a developed country, donôt breathe the air.  
 

Newtonôs Little Known Seventh Law  
 

A bird in the hand is safer than two overhead.  
 

Rosenbaumôs Rule  
 

The easiest way to find something lost around the house 
is to buy a replacement.  

 

***********************************  
 

Car care with vinegar  
 

¶ To remove tough stains: Rub gently with  vinegar, then 

wash.  

¶ To remove decals: Brush on vinegar, let it soak in, 

then wash.  

¶ To dissolve rust on nuts and bolts or other metal: Soak 

in full strength vinegar.  

¶ To keep windows frost free: Coat the windows the 
night before with a solution of three parts vinegar to 
one part of water.  

¶ To remove smoke odor from a car: Add one quarter 

cup of vinegar to five gallons of hot water. Set solution 
in the car overnight.  

¶ To clean stainless steel: Wipe with vinegar dampened 

cloth.  

¶ To clean car glass: Spray windows with vinegar and 

wipe dry with soft clean cloth.  
 

**************************************  
 

Definitions with a twist  
 

¶ Efficiency expert: A guy smart enough to run your 
business and too smart to start his own.  

¶ Sweater: Garment worn by a child when his mother 

feels chilly.  

¶ Psychology: The science that tell you what you        

already knew in word that you canôt understand.  

¶ Petition:  A list of people who didnôt have the nerve to 
say òNO.ò                         

¶ Hildebrandtôs Plotting principle: If you donôt know 
where you are going, any road will take you there.  

 

********************************  
 

Why Didnôt I Think Of That  
    

Some years ago, there was a TV program , ñWhy Didnôt I 
Think Of Thatò It featured new inventions. On one of the 
shows, it showed an invention, a urine activated battery. 
For the most of us, never in our wildest dreams would we 
conceive such an idea, but someone has . . .     
 

Picture this, now --- A beer guzzler would have an ample 
amount of the necessary commodity to activate such a 
battery. Taking this one step further down the road, the 
police would pull the car over to the curb after the driver 
had a few beers too many. The driver, though somewhat 

unsteady, will try to convince the officer that he really 
needed  the beer in case the battery went dead.            
Recycling beer --- such a novel idea to utilize it.  

 

********************************* 
  

Itôs A Dogôs Life    
   

In Calgary, Alberta, there once was a dog named 
ñNugget.ò This dog had a ñHabitò and a heart. The habit 
that he had was drug abuse and drinking beer with his 
owner, Deborah. Both were attending the AA Meetings. At 
times, Nugget would attend by himself. When doing so, he 
would kneel on the floor during  the sobriety prayers.  
 

 Many a night, the dog would stay with the addicts through 
their difficult times. One alcoholic said that when he was 
feeling really tough, Nugget would scratch on his door to 
be let in to keep him company and when he was sick, the 
dog would be there too.      
 

The dogôs affection was not only for a  chosen few, but 
had a love for everybody and had a sixth sense for every-
one in need. He would spend the night sleeping in a room 
with someone with bad withdrawals. Within a year, the 
dog and his owner had overcome the problem of alcohol 
and drug abuse.     
 

Unfortunately though, the dog was struck  and killed by a 
car just shortly after he had managed to ókickô his habit. 
Nugget is sadly missed by those whose lives he had 
touched.  
 

*********************************     
 

*  Happiness is being with those who care. 
 



  

 

TWO FORMER STUDEBAKER EMPLOYEES SEE THEIR FORMER WORK FLOORS   
RECENTLY AS THE STUDEBAKER DRIVERS CLUB ARRANGE A PRIVATE TOUR OF 

BUILDING 84, NOW KNOWN AS IVY TOWER.  
South Bend Tribune.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lou Demeter, Studebaker employee from 1941-1963, looks out a window in Building 84 in South 
Bend to get a feel where he used to work inside the building. 

Two former Studebaker Corp. employees Lou Demeter, left, and Jim Montgomery stand in Building 
84 in South Bend as some former employees tour the facility on April 5, 2013. 



  

 

CLEANUP COMPLETE AT OLD STUDEBAKER PLANT  
kallen@sbtinfo.com   

 

SOUTH BEND ð The multiyear process of turning the cityôs last Studebaker assembly plant into a center for high-
tech companies has reached a milestone.  
 

Officials said on Thursday at the cityôs Redevelopment Commission meeting that environmental remediation has 
been completed at Building 84, a massive former factory thatôs located along Lafayette Boulevard, south of the rail-
road viaduct downtown.  
 

Also known as Ivy Tower, because of the vines that grew up its six-story face, the old plant was a symbol of decline 
for decades after Studebaker ended its production here. Looking ahead, however, it could become a symbol of the 
cityôs new place in the modern economy.  
 

Kevin Smith, the entrepreneur who rehabilitated Union Station and converted the rail depot into a data center, is aim-
ing to do the same thing on a larger scale in the 800,000-square-foot Studebaker building.  
 

Smithôs plan, which he unveiled in 2012, is to renovate the plant and fill it with tech-focused businesses, facilities for 
research and education, and include some apartments or condominiums as well.  
 

A pair of two-story Studebaker buildings ð a former machine shop named Building 112 and a truck-production plant 
named Building 113 ð will be tied into Building 84 with a glass-roofed atrium designed to cover what is now an open 
courtyard. Union Station would effectively be the complexôs front door, and a tunnel under the railroad tracks would 
connect the entire development.  
 

In 2012, the Redevelopment Commission approved using tax-increment finance revenue to assist with the cost of 
turning the old Studebaker buildings into a modern tech hub.  
 

One aspect involved spending $2.2 million to upgrade the power infrastructure in that area on the south end of down-
town. That work was completed in 2012 and 2013.  
 

A bigger job was correcting environmental issues in Building 84, which dates back to 1923 and included lead-based 
paint, asbestos and polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs. That cleanup has cost the city about $4.1 million and was 
finished in September.  
 

The completion of the remediation phase clears the way for construction to start on the complex. The Redevelop-
ment Commission on Thursday approved selling a triangular parcel of land between Scott Street, United Drive and 
the railroad tracks to Smithôs group for $42,500. That site will be used for staging during construction.  
 

Brock Zeeb, the cityôs director of economic resources, said the developerôs plan is to start by working in the smaller 
buildings: Building 112 and Building 113.  
 

ñI think that will be coming forward in the next 60 days or so,ò Zeeb said. ñYouôll see a lot of activity down there, even 
this  winter because they can work inside. Youôll see the outside building work start next spring.ò 
  

The city also has approved spending up to $3.5 million for structural improvements and facade work on the north 
side of Building 84 that faces Four Winds Field and the rest of downtown. Zeeb said that work probably will take 
place in 2017.  
 

Smith has said in prior interviews with The Tribune that he expects to spend at least $17.5 million to overhaul the 
Studebaker buildings. As of March, he had already spent almost $10 million.  
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ADRIAN SMITH + GORDON GILL WILL TRANSFORM FORMER STUDEBAKER  
FACTORY IN SOUTH BEND, INDIANA INTO TECH  HUB 

 

The former Studebaker car plant in South Bend, Indiana, is 
undergoing a complete transformation. At nearly a      cen-
tury old, the complex will be reborn as a major technology 
hub for the entire Midwest. Working on the design is Chicago
-based Adrian Smith + Gordon Gill Architecture (AS+GG). 
 
Dubbed the Renaissance District, the project broke ground 
nearly two years ago, with the first phase expected to be 
completed by this summer. The project is so large that com-
panies have already moved into portions of the former plant. 
When completed the complex will include a 150,000-square-
foot data center, a 230,000-square-foot workspace platform 
with commercial, incubator, and educational space, a 58,000
-square-foot education center with classrooms, learning cen-
ter, and auditorium, a 88,000-square-foot commerce plat-

form with a fitness center, daycare, retail, and food services, 
and 100,000 square feet of housing. 

 
The large north section of the complex was designed by Detroit-based Albert Kahn in 1923. The six-story reinforced 
concrete structure was state of the art at the time, designed to host an automobile assembly line. While the process 
of building cars was generally linear, the AS+GGôs design will enable to the multi-directional, multi-discipline          
approach of todayôs technology industry. 
 
The housing in the project will take the form of a long-term hotel and serviced apartments that groups or organiza-
tions can rent for weeks, months, or years, depending on their needs. Both the housing portion and commercial     
portions of the project will include landscaped green roofs and terraces. A large courtyard will also provide outdoor 
gathering space on the east end of the project. This landscaped courtyard will act as the center of the project for 
workers and visitors. A 200-seat auditorium will ñfloatò above the east courtyard. 
 
The hope is that the project will act as an example for a post-industrial city looking to address economic and           
development issues on complex sites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adrian Smith 

https://archpaper.com/tag/indiana/
https://archpaper.com/tag/adrian-smith-gordon-gill-architecture/
http://www.renaissancedistrict.com/
https://archpaper.com/tag/albert-kahn-associates/

