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Section 1.1: SAFE NAVIGATION 
 
Navigating the boat at normal speed will require you to be inside the channel which is the 
deepest part of the waterway. You will never need to worry about running aground as long as 
you are within the channel. Operating the boat at high speed outside of the channel may result 
in damage to the boat and/or bodily harm to guests. The channel is denoted by channel markers 
which are green and red. Green markers will be on the east side of the channel while red 
markers will be on the west side of the channel. These markers provide a visual aid so that 
boaters can determine where the depth is safe for navigating. Keep in mind that the channel is 
not always straight and that the markers will bend and wind as the channel does through the 
waterway. Boaters should stay closer to the channel markers on their right which would be 
similar to driving on the right side of the road. Boaters coming from the opposite directions will 
pass you on your left hand side just like vehicular traffic. When trying to find the contour of the 
channel, you should look at the closest channel marker on your right and the next maker on 
your right. The invisible line between them is your right boundary and you should do your best to 
stay to the left of that line when operating at speeds above no wake speed (5 miles per hour).  
 
While navigating near other boats, there will be wake (waves) that are produced by other boats 
as well as the boat that you are navigating. Boaters should always exercise caution when going 
through the wake of another boat. The best action is to turn the boat so that it goes straight 
through the wake instead of trying to take it from the side. Taking the wake head on will allow 
the boat to slice through the wake more effectively and will make it more comfortable for guests 
on the boat. In addition, it is advisable to slow down when you go through the wake of another 
boat as a way to exercise caution and ensure that the wake does not cause your boat to deviate 
suddenly and jar any passengers or cause the boat to capsize. Safe speed is always a top 
priority and all guests should reduce speed as a precaution when navigating outside the 
channel or when passing through the wake of other boats.  
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Risks associated with navigating outside of channel markers include but are not 
limited to the following. 

● Running aground which may result in injury  
● Running aground which may result in damage to vessel 
● Sustaining propeller damage 
● May require towing 

 
NOTE: Renter is responsible for all costs associated with towing and/or damages 
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Section 2.1: LOCATION & NO WAKE RULES 
 

Summer Breeze Boat Rental operates from the Intercoastal Marina which is located on the San 
Sebastian River. Our boats are designed for the inland waterways and are permitted to operate 
in the Intercoastal Waterway only. Guests are prohibited from navigating into the ocean. Each of 
our boats are equipped with GPS location devices so that we know where our guests are at all 
times. Guests who violate the boundaries of the Intercoastal Waterway and attempt to navigate 
into the ocean will be immediately summoned back to the marina and will forfeit their remaining 
rental time.  
 
While enjoying the Intercoastal Waterway, guests may travel as far north as Palm Valley and as 
far south as Palm Coast. While navigating, please comply with all “no wake” zones in which you 
may not exceed a speed of 5 miles per hour. The San Sebastian River is all no wake until you 
reach the Intercoastal Waterway at which point there will be a sign which states that you may 
resume normal boating. At this time, you may increase your speed accordingly while navigating 
in the channel which is the deepest part of any waterway. The only other no wake areas will be 
marked as such with signs and these areas include no wake within 500 feet of either side of any 
bridge. Please observe all no wake zones and be aware that Florida Fish and Wildlife as well as 
the US Coast Guard monitor all boating traffic and will issue tickets/fines to boaters that violate 
no wake zones with excessive speed or that violate any other boating safety regulations. Any 
tickets/fines are the responsibility of the individual to whom the ticket is issued so please adhere 
to all rules and posted signs while out on the water. 
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The US Coast Guard and FWC patrol all local waterways. These agencies will issue 
tickets to individuals who fail to follow proper boating safety rules including 
excessive/reckless speed and navigating while intoxicated. 
  

 
 
NOTE: Renter is responsible for all tickets and fines they receive while operating vessel 
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Section 3.1: MECHANICAL ISSUES 
 

While our boats are in very good condition, mechanical issues may arise at any time and would 
be beyond our control. Summer Breeze Boat Rental has full coverage on our boats including 
towing. If there is a mechanical issue, our number one priority is getting our guests back to the 
marina safely. Please contact the office regarding any mechanical issues or issues where the 
boat becomes disabled so that we may arrange for the boat to be towed back safely. Do not 
make any payment to the tow boat operator as payment will be coordinated by SBBR.  
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Section 4.1: ANCHORING AND DOCKING 
 

When anchoring, please anchor outside of the channel. Anchoring inside the channel is 
forbidden unless the boat is disabled in which case you will have no alternative but to throw out 
the anchor.  Depending on where you anchor, it may take some effort to get the anchor to grab 
properly as our locality has many spots that are muddy in which case the anchor will not grab 
properly. Please make sure that the anchor is grabbing and that it is tied off properly to the 
boat’s bow. In the case that the anchor rope is not secured to the boat, ensure that you do not 
throw the anchor without having secured the anchor line to the boat first. When bringing the 
anchor in, please store it properly in the storage compartment and do not leave it on the deck of 
the boat or any seat cushions as it will cause staining and possible tearing. Always store the 
anchor in the proper compartment between uses. In addition, do not anchor within 50 yards of 
any bridge or piling as the boat may drift into the bridge and cause damage to the hull. If you 
decide to go swimming at one of the many small beaches that dot the Intercoastal, we request 
that you do not beach the boat on the sand. The boat should be anchored in at least 4 feet of 
water at all times so be sure to check the depth especially if the tide is on the way out. 
Anchoring in 4 feet of water with an outgoing tide increases the odds of the boat getting stuck 
when the water level recedes. Check the depth every 15 minutes to make sure there is sufficient 
water to keep the boat from being grounded and possibly requiring a tow. In addition, make sure 
to tilt the engine up so that the propeller does not brush against the bottom so as to keep from 
damaging the propeller. You may lower the engine/propeller once you lift the anchor and move 
out into deeper water. 
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Anchoring 

● Deploy anchor in at least 4 feet of water to keep the boat from drifting. 
● Check the boat every 10-15 minutes to ensure that the boat still has enough 

water so that it is floating freely and not caught on the bottom. If the tide is going 
out, the water level will be lower when you go to move it. A customer will be 
responsible for towing if the boat becomes disabled due to being beached. 

● If renting a propeller boat (Sea Ray), make sure the trip (propeller) is all the way 
up when anchoring closer to shore. Be sure to lower the propeller once clear of 
the beach to resume normal operation. 

● Do not use the boat propeller or jet engine to get yourself off the bottom if the 
boat becomes stuck. Attempt to push the boat off of the ground where it is stuck 
and only operate the motor once the boat is free of the sand an in an adequate 
water depth (4-5 feet minimum) 

 
Docking 

● Do not dock at St. Augustine City Marina. They have a special radio protocol to 
request docking and guests are forbidden from docking at St. Augustine City 
Marina. 

● When docking at other locations, be sure to dock the boat gently and secure the 
bow and stern using the attached dock ropes.  

● Take the key with you when you leave the boat and keep the key with you at all 
times. Do not leave the key in the engine when leaving our boats at a dock 
location. 
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Section 5.1: NAVIGATION BOUNDARIES 

 
Our boats are permitted in the San Sebastian River and the Intercoastal Waterway. 
Customers are forbidden from taking our boats out of the inlet and into the ocean. Inlets 
should be avoided and boats are not to be navigated out of the Intercoastal Waterway. 
Failure to abide by this rule will result in a loss of rental deposit. NO EXCEPTIONS!! 
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Section 6.1: SAFE NAVIGATION 
 
Navigating the boat at normal speed will require you to be inside the channel which is the 
deepest part of the waterway. You will never need to worry about running aground as long as 
you are within the channel. Operating the boat at high speed outside of the channel may result 
in damage to the boat and/or bodily harm to guests. The channel is denoted by channel markers 
which are green and red. Green markers will be on the east side of the channel while red 
markers will be on the west side of the channel. These markers provide a visual aid so that 
boaters can determine where the depth is safe for navigating. Keep in mind that the channel is 
not always straight and that the markers will bend and wind as the channel does through the 
waterway. Boaters should stay closer to the channel markers on their right which would be 
similar to driving on the right side of the road. Boaters coming from the opposite directions will 
pass you on your left hand side just like vehicular traffic. When trying to find the contour of the 
channel, you should look at the closest channel marker on your right and the next maker on 
your right. The invisible line between them is your right boundary and you should do your best to 
stay to the left of that line when operating at speeds above no wake speed (5 miles per hour).  
 
While navigating near other boats, there will be wake (waves) that are produced by other boats 
as well as the boat that you are navigating. Boaters should always exercise caution when going 
through the wake of another boat. The best action is to turn the boat so that it goes straight 
through the wake instead of trying to take it from the side. Taking the wake head on will allow 
the boat to slice through the wake more effectively and will make it more comfortable for guests 
on the boat. In addition, it is advisable to slow down when you go through the wake of another 
boat as a way to exercise caution and ensure that the wake does not cause your boat to deviate 
suddenly and jar any passengers or cause the boat to capsize. Safe speed is always a top 
priority and all guests should reduce speed as a precaution when navigating outside the 
channel or when passing through the wake of other boats.  
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Section 6.1: MISC RULES 
 

● Children under 6 years of age must wear a personal flotation device at all times. 
Summer Breeze Boat Rental will provide PFD for any children that require one. 

● Guests are responsible for removing all items and trash after rental completion. 
● Failure to return rental on time may result in additional fees. Summer Breeze 

Boat Rental reserves the right to charge $100 starting 10 minutes past the 
scheduled rental end time. We will continue to charge $100 for each additional 
15 minutes that the boat is late. Better to be 5 minutes early than 5 minutes late. 
Please be courteous and return all rentals on time so that we may prepare them 
for the next customer. 

● We do not issue credits or refunds due to inclement weather.  
● The only person that may pilot the boat is the person who signed the rental 

agreement. No other passengers may pilot the boat. 
● Customer is responsible for all fuel costs. Refueling at Cat’s Paw Marina prior to 

returning will save you $3.00 per gallon convenience fee.  
● Customer is responsible for towing and/or repair costs if they are found to be 

negligent or otherwise responsible. 
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Section 7.1: FUEL CONSUMPTION & REFUELING 
 

While our boats have plenty of fuel for a half day (4 hour) rental, that isn’t to say that it’s 
impossible to run out of fuel. You are more likely to consume more fuel during a full day (8 hour) 
rental and it is important to keep an eye on your fuel level while you are out on the water. You 
may refuel at Cat’s Paw Marina which is the last marina in the San Sebastian River and one that 
you will pass coming and going from the Intercoastal Marina. Simply dock at the ramp and call 
the phone number that is published on the sign on the gas pump. A dock hand will come down 
and dispense the fuel into the boat and you will pay them directly. We advise all guests to refuel 
at Cat’s Paw prior to returning as you will save money by refueling yourself. We are happy to 
refuel the boat upon return but you will pay an extra $3.00 per gallon if we refuel the boat. 
Whichever choice you make, always ensure you have enough fuel to return to the marina 
without becoming disabled. Boats that run out of fuel will have to pay an extra $100 plus the 
cost of fuel to have the boat refuelled out on the water.  
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Section 8.1: SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
 

Our boats are all equipped with the following safety equipment 
● Personal flotation device for each passenger 
● Fire extinguisher 
● First aid kit 
● VHF radio 
● Anchor 
● GPS depth finder 
● Flares 
● Horn 
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Section 9.1: OTHER RESTRICTIONS 
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Section 10.1: SAFE NAVIGATION INCLUDING WAKE 
 
Some tips that you will want to remember are as follows. When navigating, never use reverse as 
a way of stopping the boat. Stopping the boat should be the process of reducing speed to the 
point where you are drifting slowly or stopped and ready to make port or throw anchor. Stopping 
suddenly can cause damage to the boat and cause bodily harm to passengers. Just like driving 
a car, you should accelerate at a moderate pace and also slow down at a moderate pace. 
Stopping and starting quickly will lead to hazardous conditions and should be avoided at all 
costs. Never navigate too close to another boat and never try to impact another boat with your 
wake. If passing a smaller boat, slow down to limit your wake until you are safely past the 
neighboring boat at which point you can resume normal speed/navigation. We do not allow 
alcohol on our boats. The laws for drinking while navigating are the same for boats as they are 
for cars. We want our guests to have a great time but we want them to be sober. All coolers will 
be checked prior to boarding and any alcohol must be removed or the rental will be cancelled 
and you will forfeit your rental fee. Do not anchor or swim within the channel. The channel is for 
normal navigation and a boat should never anchor there. Swimming should be done near a 
beach or outside of the channel. Be aware of the strong current any time you choose to leave 
the boat for a swim. Swimming away from the beach and closer to the channel will result in 
stronger currents which may be hazardous swimming conditions. All passengers must be inside 
the boat cabin when navigating. No passenger should be sitting on the front or back platform or 
sitting on the side of the boat while the boat is in motion. The front and back platforms are to be 
used only when the boat is anchored.  
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Section 11.1: BOAT CARE AND DAMAGES 
 
We expect all guests to care for our boats as if they were their own. We conduct a full pre and 
post rental inspection. Any damages that occur while out on rental will be assessed and the 
renter will be responsible for any charges relating to damage. This includes but is not limited to 
upholstery damage, hull damage, equipment loss or damage, scrapes and scratches. We want 
to keep our boats in top shape for our customers and we ask that you do everything in your 
power to ensure no damage occurs during your rental period. Only one person may captain the 
boat during a rental session and that is the guest who signs the paperwork as the responsible 
party and has been briefed on all safety and navigational protocol. If any other person is found 
to be navigating the boat during the rental session the session will be immediately terminated 
without refund and the boat will be returned to the marina. 
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Section 12.1: LATE FEES 
 
One of the biggest issues that we have is renters coming back late. We want to take this 
opportunity to remind you that your boat rental is a time based activity and as such we expect all 
boats to be back on time without exception. Depending on the specific rental session, we may 
have to get your boat ready for another group and it is imperative that we have the necessary 
time to do so. We understand that it is easy to lose track of time when you are out having a 
good time but time management while boating is essential. If it takes you an hour to get to your 
destination, it will take at least that long to get back to the marina. Plan accordingly and make 
sure you are back on time. As per our rental agreement, we will start charging a customer $100 
starting when the boat is 10 minutes late and an additional $100 for every 15 minutes after that. 
There have been times where we have been forced to charge a customer for violating the terms 
of their rental session and we will do so if the boat is not returned on time. Please do your part 
to ensure that the boat is back on time so that we can keep to our schedule and service the next 
group of customers. 
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Section 14.1 AREAS TO AVOID 
 
While most of the Intercoastal Waterway is completely navigable, there are some spots that you 
should stay away from. You should keep from navigating into any creeks or small tributaries as 
it will increase the likelihood of grounding the boat in which case you will require a tow. It is 
always best to stay in the Intercoastal or Salt Run which leads to the St. Augustine Lighthouse. 
Another area to avoid is the area near the fort which gets very shallow when you leave the 
channel. The entire area outside the channel on the west side of the Intercoastal from the old 
fort to the Villano Bridge should be avoided altogether. St. Augustine and the surrounding area 
is known for its sand bars. While these are great locations to explore, they can be hazardous if 
you happen to run aground. The sand bars will always be outside the channel so you need not 
worry if you are navigating properly within the channel. During low tide, these sand bars are 
easy to spot and stay away from if necessary. At high tide they are hidden and you should be 
aware that they are numerous and to be mindful of them when you are not in the channel.  
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Section 15: INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 
At Summer Breeze Boat Rental, we can control a lot of things but the weather isn’t one of them. 
We do not give any weather related credit or refunds and we encourage all guests to play it safe 
when it comes to weather out on the water. If a storm pops up, we request that you either 
shelter in place or return to the marina until conditions permit your rental to resume. We will 
contact guests directly with any severe weather alerts and may request that you return to the 
marina as a precaution. While pop up showers are almost always a possibility, it may be that 
you can navigate around them by going further north or south. The view from the water is 
unobstructed for the most part. If you consult the radar on your phone and see that you can 
avoid a storm by going north or south then it is recommended that you do so.  
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