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The WLS Radio Surveys Vol. 5: 1973-1975 - Musicradio - The Rock of Chicago 
 
Step back to the golden era of Chicago radio with this captivating collection of facsimile surveys. It delves 
into the vibrant history of WLS-AM 890, a powerhouse Top 40 station that shaped the Midwest’s music 
scene. Relive the dynamic shifts of the early 1970s, when WLS faced fierce competition from rival WCFL, 
only to reclaim its throne as Chicago's leading station. 
 
Discover how Program Director Tommy Edwards revitalized the station's sound, introduced engaging 
personalities like Bob Sirott, Steve King, and Yvonne Daniels, and refined playlists to reflect the diverse 
genres of the time—pop, rock, soul, and emerging disco. Explore iconic moments like the "Musicradio Lips" 
sticker campaign, listener contests, and the beloved "Animal Stories" segment, a hallmark of Larry Lujack's 
tenure. 
 
Featuring meticulously recreated music surveys and fascinating insights into the station's programming, this 
volume offers a nostalgic glimpse into the hits, trends, and personalities that defined Chicago's music scene 
from 1973 to 1975. Whether you're a collector, a music enthusiast, or a fan of radio history, this book is a 
must-have for anyone who cherishes the magic of WLS and its enduring legacy. 
 

About the author 

Rich Gardner is a passionate music enthusiast who has been deeply connected to radio and 
music since the 1960s. His love for music began in childhood when he listened to WLS-AM 
890 and WCFL, often accompanying his father in the family car. This early exposure sparked a 
lifelong hobby of collecting phonographs, records, music surveys, and memorabilia. Rich 
actively pursued his passion by collecting WLS Surveys from the 1970s through the 1980s, 

compiling his own lists from countdown shows, and placing ads in the Chicago Reader during the 1980s to 
locate older surveys. He went to great lengths to preserve and recreate missing surveys using modern 
technology, demonstrating his dedication to documenting and sharing the history of Chicago radio and music 
for others to enjoy. 
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