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The WLS Radio Surveys Vol. 5: 1973-1975 - Musicradio - The Rock of Chicago

Step back to the golden era of Chicago radio with this captivating collection of facsimile surveys. It delves
into the vibrant history of WLS-AM 890, a powerhouse Top 40 station that shaped the Midwest's music
scene. Relive the dynamic shifts of the early 1970s, when WLS faced fierce competition from rival WCFL,
only to reclaim its throne as Chicago's leading station.

Discover how Program Director Tommy Edwards revitalized the station's sound, introduced engaging
personalities like Bob Sirott, Steve King, and Yvonne Daniels, and refined playlists to reflect the diverse
genres of the time—pop, rock, soul, and emerging disco. Explore iconic moments like the "Musicradio Lips"
sticker campaign, listener contests, and the beloved "Animal Stories" segment, a hallmark of Larry Lujack's
tenure.

Featuring meticulously recreated music surveys and fascinating insights into the station's programming, this
volume offers a nostalgic glimpse into the hits, trends, and personalities that defined Chicago's music scene
from 1973 to 1975. Whether you're a collector, a music enthusiast, or a fan of radio history, this book is a
must-have for anyone who cherishes the magic of WLS and its enduring legacy.

About the author

Rich Gardner is a passionate music enthusiast who has been deeply connected to radio and
music since the 1960s. His love for music began in childhood when he listened to WLS-AM
890 and WCFL, often accompanying his father in the family car. This early exposure sparked a
lifelong hobby of collecting phonographs, records, music surveys, and memorabilia. Rich
actively pursued his passion by collecting WLS Surveys from the 1970s through the 1980s,
compiling his own lists from countdown shows, and placing ads in the Chicago Reader during the 1980s to
locate older surveys. He went to great lengths to preserve and recreate missing surveys using modern
technology, demonstrating his dedication to documenting and sharing the history of Chicago radio and music
for others to enjoy.
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TOMMY EDWARDS
PLAYS
THE BEST MUSIC
IN CHICAGO
10AM — 2PM

1 1 Grastest Hits (Jnd Week No. 1)
2 2 Rock OF The Westies Eltan Jahn
1 1 Windony Jobn Dewver
4 4 Red Octopus Julterson Starihip
2 §  Hatery Amea
6 6 ToysinTheAnic Aerosmith
5 7 Wish You Were Here Pink Ruyd
| llMﬂ-r’lm-'l‘n- Paul Simon
i 9 TyaTe anry Mandow
w oW lﬁlﬁlhlﬂ..d KBII’MH‘-H
B 11 O OF Thes Nights Engs.
112 Al Kiss
# 13 Geestest Hits Seals & Crafts
W 14 By Numney Who
18 15 Greotest Iﬁl Etton John
1 16 Capiain Etian Joha
”n L—ﬂim,.m‘mm Captaie & Tannifie
1B 18 Broskmewy et Garlunkel
21 18 EndlessSummer Beach Bays
18 20 Prisorer n Disguise Linds Ronstady
23 21 Befors The Maxt Teardrop Faike Fueddy Fender
26 22 Gretest Hits Demer
22 23 Ciawrly Love Diivie Newtws-John
27 24 Runei (Led Zeppelin 1Y) Led Zeppelm
20 2% Hungry Years ‘il Sedinka
28 26  Fleenvood Mac Flretmon Hac
25 27 Fandange 22 Top
2 28 SweMs Silves Camvemon
38 23 Mo Courss 8o Gews
s 30 Wountsin
32 31 Have You Mever Been below  Olivia Nawion-Juhn
N N Greawst Hiss Cat Stevtits.
ax T Black Bear Read € W. McCalt
)
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L — Dec, 21
Al Green — Auditerium — Dec. 2627
Frank Sinastm — Stadium ~ Dee. 31
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LW TV  WEEKENDING FEBRUARY 9,1574 VOL.14,N0.18

7 1 SesonsinTheSun Teny Jacks

4 2 You'eSktmn Ringo Starr

33 Theley We W Barbra Streizand

2 & OneTinSoldier 2 Coven

15 TheMost Sesutiful Girl Charlo Rich

6 6 Love'sThems Love Unlimited Orchestra

- Americans Byron MacGregar

"\ Aockin' Roll Baby Stylistics

Abracs-dabia DeFranca Family

o1 Mls Be There Olivia Newton-Jsha

ever Never Gonna Give Ya Up Barry White

sister Mary Elephant Cheech & Chang

The Joker Stove Biller Band

smokin' In The Boy's Room Brownsills Sttion

feenzge Lament 74 Alica Cooper.

Jurk Lady Cher

j Mot Rer Grogg Allman
fimeinABows Jim Croce

‘\ “wa Got To Use My Imagination Gledys Knight & The Pips

i Dandy Black Dak Arkenszs.

taogis Down Eddie Kondricks

VOL. 18, ND, 12 Valk Lika A Man. Brand Fudk

CW. pcCat | -ing For The City Stavia Wonder

'LB.’ Rolers | ow And Tell P Wiilson
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