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The WLS Music Surveys Vol 4, 1976-1979, is the fourth installment in a series of books providing full-size 
facsimiles of the surveys sent to record stores and collected by record buyers weekly. These WLS Musicradio 
Surveys feature Chicago's most popular songs and albums, upcoming concert events, and radio station 
details. 
 
The WLS Music Survey from 1976 to 1979 experienced significant changes compared to the first three-
quarters of the decade, highlighting shifts in popular genres, emerging artists, and evolving musical tastes. 
These trends illustrate the diverse and dynamic nature of the music scene in the late 1970s, with various 
genres and styles coexisting and influencing each other. 
 
The WLS Musicradio Surveys of the 1970s were more than mere lists of popular songs; they were tangible 
artifacts of a vibrant musical era, reflecting the power of radio, the impact of record sales, and the 
preferences of a generation. They served as a cultural touchstone for Chicago music fans, providing a 
shared experience and a connection to the local music scene. 
 
Looking back on the 1970s, the WLS Musicradio Surveys present a valuable view into the past. They remind 
us of the enduring influence of music and radio in shaping our cultural landscape, serving as a testament to 
WLS's lasting legacy and impact on the Chicago music scene. 
 
About the author 

Rich Gardner is a passionate music enthusiast who has been deeply connected to radio and 
music since the 1960s. His love for music began in childhood when he listened to WLS-AM 
890 and WCFL, often accompanying his father in the family car. This early exposure sparked 
a lifelong hobby of collecting phonographs, records, music surveys, and memorabilia. Rich 

actively pursued his passion by collecting WLS Surveys from the 1970s through the 1980s, compiling his 
own lists from countdown shows, and placing ads in the Chicago Reader during the 1980s to locate older 
surveys. He went to great lengths to preserve and recreate missing surveys using modern technology, 
demonstrating his dedication to documenting and sharing the history of Chicago radio and music for 
others to enjoy. 

 
 
Next in the series: 
WLS Music Survey Vol 5, 1973-1975: The Rock of Chicago 
From the Rich Gardner Archives   

  



 

 

WLS Music Survey Vol 4, 1976-1979 
Chicagoland Hit Parade  
from the Rich Gardner Archives 

 


