The WLS Music Surveys Vol 4, 1976-1979, is the fourth installment in a series of books providing full-size
facsimiles of the surveys sent to record stores and collected by record buyers weekly. These WLS Musicradio
Surveys feature Chicago's most popular songs and albums, upcoming concert events, and radio station
details.

The WLS Music Survey from 1976 to 1979 experienced significant changes compared to the first three-
quarters of the decade, highlighting shifts in popular genres, emerging artists, and evolving musical tastes.
These trends illustrate the diverse and dynamic nature of the music scene in the late 1970s, with various
genres and styles coexisting and influencing each other.

The WLS Musicradio Surveys of the 1970s were more than mere lists of popular songs; they were tangible
artifacts of a vibrant musical era, reflecting the power of radio, the impact of record sales, and the
preferences of a generation. They served as a cultural touchstone for Chicago music fans, providing a
shared experience and a connection to the local music scene.

Looking back on the 1970s, the WLS Musicradio Surveys present a valuable view into the past. They remind
us of the enduring influence of music and radio in shaping our cultural landscape, serving as a testament to
WLS's lasting legacy and impact on the Chicago music scene.

About the author

Rich Gardner is a passionate music enthusiast who has been deeply connected to radio and
music since the 1960s. His love for music began in childhood when he listened to WLS-AM
890 and WCFL, often accompanying his father in the family car. This early exposure sparked
a lifelong hobby of collecting phonographs, records, music surveys, and memorabilia. Rich
actively pursued his passion by collecting WLS Surveys from the 1970s through the 1980s, compiling his
own lists from countdown shows, and placing ads in the Chicago Reader during the 1980s to locate older
surveys. He went to great lengths to preserve and recreate missing surveys using modern technology,
demonstrating his dedication to documenting and sharing the history of Chicago radio and music for
others to enjoy.

Next in the series:
WLS Music Survey Vol 5, 1973-1975: The Rock of Chicago
From the Rich Gardner Archives
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15
16
1
18
19 Cassidy
20 Criminals
21 I'mGiad You're Here With Me Tonight  Neil Diamond.
2
Closa Encounters Df The Third Kind
g All'n AN Earth, Wind & Fire
25 Too Het To Hendle ulru-n
26 Leif Garrett
27 Live Foghat
28 L Barry Manilow
28 Book 0f Oreams Steve Miller Band
30 Here You Came Again Dolly Parton
31 Down Two Then Left Boz Scaggs
32 Draw The Line Aerosmith
1 Wars -my
WLS plays S6/ected usic rom ihese ists.

WEEK ENDING FEB. 25, 1978
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We Are The Champions/We Will Rock You

{Love Is) Thicker Than Water
Come Back
Emot e
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Bee Gees

Billy Joel
Queen
Newman
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Thrtythrees

Spirits Having Flown
Blondes Have More Fun
Briefcase Full D1 Blues
Minute By Minute

Greatest Hits

52nd Street

Bee Geas

Rod Stewart

Biues Brothers
Doobie Brothers
Earth, Wind & Fire
Billy Josl

Village People
Olivia Newton-John

isin’
Totaily Hot

Fortyfves )
LW TW  WEEK ENDING MAR 17,1878 VOL.18,N0.23
11 BaaThiskrm Sexy? (h Wask No. 1o Stavart
32| Will Sury Gloris Gaynor
5 1 Fin Puintes Sisters
2 4 Y.MCA Village People
6 5 Togedy Bes Gees
7 6 Shake Your Groowe Thing Peaches & Herh
4 7 LeFreak Chie
B B September Earth, Wind & Fire
8 9 TooMuch Heaven Bee Gees
1010 A Litle More Love Otivia Newton-John
1111 Soul Man Blues Brothars
13 12 Heaven Knows Danna Sumrner
12 13 Hold The Line Tata
"o Village Poople
15 15 | Lovo The Night Lifs Alicia Bridges
22 16 What A Fool Believes Daohie Brothers
16 17 Lot Love Wicoletts Larsan
1B 18 Shake It
17 18 Got To Be Real
20 20 Every I's A Winner
19 21 MylLife
21 22 Somewhers In The Night
31 23 Don't Cry Out Lowd
23 24 Aqua Boogie
25 Livin' It Up (Friday Night)
26 26  What You Wor't Do For Love Bobby Caldwell
0 27 Lady Litthe River Band
28 28 Never Had A Love Tavares
24 20 Ooh Baby Baby Linda Ronstadt
25 30 We've Got Tonght Seger
21 31 | Don't Know I It's Right  Evelyn Champagne King
32 32 YouDon't Bring Me Flowers  Streisand/Dismond
44 33 dwin Starr
43 94 Bustin’ Loums Part 1) Chuck Brown & Sl
N B Im Peatio Brysan
38 Soarng The n Toguther D Haok
B 3 lwtow) Dort Thow 1 Al Away Ay Gish
ETR ] e Chandler
42 30 Toke That To The funk ‘Shalamar
36 40 Promises Eric Clapton
xx A1 Sultans Of Swing Dirw Straits
33 42 MacArthur Park Danna Summer
xx 43 Big Shot Billy Joel
xx 84 Knock On Woan Amii Stevart
38 45  Double Vi Foreigner
Extrs  Evmy Time | Think O You Babys
1'Want Your Lave Chic




