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The Chicago WLS / Z-95 Music Surveys Series: The Eighties 1980-1990, captures the vibrant 1980s
Chicago music scene through full-size weekly surveys. These artifacts reveal radio's power, record sales
influence, and listener tastes, offering a valuable glimpse into the cultural trends of an era dominated by
radio and physical media.

The 1980s were transformative for popular music, and WLS radio played a pivotal role in shaping Chicago's
musical landscape. A key aspect of this influence was the unique distribution of weekly WLS Music Surveys
in record stores, which captured the dynamic interplay between radio, record sales, and listener preferences.
These surveys significantly influenced record sales in the area, with a featured song often gaining greater
popularity.

Receiving airplay on WLS and being included in the survey marked a major achievement for local artists. It
exposed them to a larger audience and enhanced their careers. The surveys fostered a sense of community
among music fans, providing a shared reference point that connected them to the local scene.

About the author

Rich Gardner was born and raised on Chicago’s South Side. His fascination with music began
at a young age, fueled by radio broadcasts of the History of Rock & Roll in the mid-1970s
and the legendary WLS Top 89 radio countdowns.

This ignited a passion for collecting WLS surveys and documenting the evolution of popular music. His
commitment extended beyond just listening; he eagerly anticipated the weekly WLS record surveys and
sought out records at various stores throughout Chicago. Initially, he converted the WLS survey data into
typed index cards, Rolodex cards, handwritten notebooks, and computer databases, creating a personal
archive of musical history.

When he's not working full-time or spending time with his family, Gardner can be found at his local record
store or swap meets, adding new chapters to his ever-growing collection.

Also in the archives:
WLS Hit Parade Music Surveys Series: The Seventies 1970-1979 — Vol 4-6
WLS Silver Dollar Surveys Series: The Sixties 1960-1969 — Vol 7-9




Bl Chicago

WLS Music
Survey

Q30O-19383

from Rich Gardner Archives
Chicago 2-95 Mu g 1ey 1984-1987

Streef ' Street Sheets

Rich!

of the Week
S DAVS ‘
N
THE ROCK OF CHICAGO™
11:00M — 2:00AM
s A % o
— — =— Thiivifea I |
| Nrtytrvec Jock S
I Ve of the Week
o o Wt 4 0 e
of the Week e b The AL
o b ot iy
LARRY LUJACK
Ppiors —
JOHN LANDECKER Bovery Wl Pe—
iy =
FLAYE ooy 8 THE ROCK OF CHICAGO™ ot
THE BEST MUSIC ks A Vige < 5:30AM-10:00AM 8 e
AR CHICANO, x :'.:u Stution 2 WIS AMIFM ¥ s
2:30PM — 7:00PM i o ot
L e s i
ty- ooty oty 1
/ oL a0 s o e
of the Week ( Ve o AN 7 e vt | e e
T Cay e o 1 T et =
JEFF DAVIS e gt e ] = =
on | O 01 A Lo omt Yo b i
25 Sy S i wl
THE ROCK OF CHICAGO & ‘ H—(:m«-ub-l MM'A:WH
11:00PM — 2:00AM Union Of The Snaks Durn Dwan.
e ot
WLS AMBY Nt TRES o T e B
= ey o
ey = Eh e — T v e
T s Oty o To M Py S i
[(H’T\/T“ﬂ‘-\ MSS ua Tokon & Yo Sy e Somts o~
i o 0T WEEKENOWG DG 12,198 VoL 72,M0.3 " s - =
o 4 6 ok o, 1) s » % PT. Pty ey Thg) Ml oo e
Greatet i Tattoo You cvate Eyes Daryt Hall & John Dates 233 ew Bl Toagh | Coldate My Love P Bryson 8 Robers Fock. o
Highway ToHell | Eca Wating For A Gl Like You For Lo 13 4 B Pat Seate i
4 o Uy Th oty Vit s bty e ooy - s
o i he Night Owls S~ ovfe S0 My Mon - 5o Lt Tow Vel B e e B
ey 1k T sh Do o MICE S et Pt e i
ryin’ To Live My Life Without You A in 0 Time Rock & Aol Bob Segu Siver Bullet Band fomn Py
s on't Stop Believing 2 Twat 01 Fote O . i Sowmary
The Gorabler Here | Am T 4 Hoart At Soul Moy Lewis & The News - et
e B e
Crnbl Do o o oy R
i o You S 32 ] e
SR 8 o ey b o
=3 Yoo 5 e bk e
Qv & o sy e 8 ot
el o T o b o
o g B L e =
- ) B T e e it At e
[y < et B3 i e e e i e
i 0% e b
o sy o B s T s
ey s s Lo Pt A Sy e
oo v Oy e Fraoh B2 e dom T oo T o
> B T )
i -y Sam
S o
J S in the Weeks Ahead B8 e S s
b e
Chadie Dusels Band — Hodey Sr — Janeary 20, 21 = o “‘""""“'“‘,:
o O . Rt P — sy e T 0,1 o S Dt 010 it e
i G S L o o
%
T » |
e . i
[LONCE Sintheweeks anead) | 5 8 om0
| sttt hummmisitn —toms || B8 O
| e T~ Orcmt B oo |
G e i = e Lty e
/ \_Extra  Waiting On A Friene The Rolling Stones
e onari ki

WLS Z-95 Music Surveys Vol 1, 1980-1983

=== STREET SHEET

z g —— ALBUMS
= e

P i« -

73 vewn g
o e Pt
A A Wy
o6 N e e
$ 7 tewlpTedm e

3 8 P Honear Dot bt o

Tt AT WY

- e | B TRE

poptoptunes.com ey S £
-~

i T 40 i Sk S S 1 S
e Yo 3wk e o b o 192

o — g Thsire

Soust M 18

SINCGLIES " Mt S O e A |

WLS / Z-95 Music Survey Vol 3, 1988-1990



