
 

 

 
The WLS Silver Dollar Surveys Vol 7. 1967-1969 
WLS’ OFFICIAL PLAY LIST  
from the Rich Gardner Archives 

The WLS Hit Parade Vol 7 1967-1969 —It's More Fun When You Are Young chronicles the history and 
significance of WLS radio surveys, focusing on Chicago's music scene from 1967 to 1969 with a complete 
collection of facsimiles. 
 
The late 1960s in Chicago were marked by social and political change, reflected in the shifts in popular 
music, including the British Invasion and the rise of various genres. WLS transitioned to a Top 40 format, 
competing with WCFL, which adopted a similar format. The surveys remain vital to Chicago's radio history, 
highlighting the competitive AM radio landscape. 
Elements of the Chicago Sound – Sound of Musical Spectacular 

• The British Invasion influenced Chicago's music scene, creating unique local sounds. 
• Key factors in Chicago bands' success included a rich musical history, radio support, and local 

venues. 
• Notable Chicago bands from this era include American Breed, Buckinghams, Chicago, Cryan 

Shames, Ides of March, and New Colony Six. 
 
The "Silver Dollar Survey" was rebranded as "WLS Hit Parade" in December 1967. It continued to track the 
evolution of popular music while showcasing local tastes and preferences. The Annual Hit Parade Awards 
were introduced, enabling listeners to vote for their favorite artists. 
 

About the author 

Rich Gardner was born and raised on Chicago’s South Side. His fascination with music began 
at a young age, fueled by radio broadcasts of the History of Rock & Roll in the mid-1970s 
and the legendary WLS Top 89 radio countdowns. 
  
This ignited a passion for collecting WLS surveys and documenting the evolution of popular 

music. His commitment extended beyond just listening; he eagerly anticipated the weekly WLS record 
surveys and sought out records at various stores throughout Chicago. Initially, he converted the WLS survey 
data into typed index cards, Rolodex cards, handwritten notebooks, and computer databases, creating a 
personal archive of musical history. When he's not working full-time or spending time with his family, 
Gardner can be found at his local record store or swap meets, adding new chapters to his ever-growing 
collection. 

 
Next in the series: WLS Silver Dollar Surveys Vol 8. 1964-1966: The bright sound of 
Chicago Radio From the Rich Gardner Archives   
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