
Homeschool Parent
Qualifications Guide

Requirements, skills, and best practices

Introduction

Homeschooling offers a unique and rewarding educational experience for children, and parents play a 
central role in this journey. While the idea of homeschooling can be exciting, it's essential to 
understand the qualifications, skills, and resources needed to provide a quality education at home. 
This guide provides a comprehensive overview of what it takes to be a successful homeschooling 
parent, from legal requirements to recommended skills and best practices.

Important Note: Homeschooling laws and regulations vary significantly by state and sometimes even 
at the local level. It is crucial to research and comply with the specific requirements in your area.

Legal Qualifications for Homeschooling 
Parents

The legal requirements for homeschooling parents vary widely. Understanding these requirements is 
the first step in ensuring a smooth and compliant homeschooling experience. Here's a breakdown of 
common legal considerations:

State and Local Requirements:

Mandatory subjects
Assessments (testing and/or 
portfolio review)
Minimum instructional 
hours/days per year
Qualifications of instructors

Homeschooling regulations are primarily determined at the state 
level. Some states have minimal requirements, while others have 
more stringent regulations. It is essential to consult your state's 
Department of Education website or a local homeschooling 
organization for detailed information. Some localities (counties, 
school districts) may have additional requirements beyond the 
state level.

High School Diploma or 
Equivalent:

May be mandatory
GED accepted in some 
states
Alternatives exist

Some states require homeschooling parents to possess a high 
school diploma or its equivalent (GED). If this is a requirement in 
your state, be sure to have the necessary documentation. States 
that do not require a HS diploma may have other restrictions, such 
as requiring parents to work under the supervision of a certified 
teacher for a set period.



Notice of Intent:

Required in many states
Submitted to school district 
or state
Specific deadlines apply

Many states require parents to submit a "Notice of Intent" (NOI) to 
homeschool to their local school district or state Department of 
Education. This notice typically includes information about the 
child, the parent, and the homeschooling program. Be aware of 
deadlines for submitting the NOI.

Background Checks:

Required in a minority of 
states
Varying requirements
Fingerprinting may be 
required

A few states require background checks for homeschooling 
parents, especially if there are other adults residing in the home. 
Check your state's requirements regarding background checks, as 
the specifics can vary.

Approval or Registration:

Some states require 
approval
Annual registration process

In a few states, parents may need to seek approval from the local 
school district or state Department of Education before beginning 
to homeschool. This may involve submitting a curriculum plan or 
attending an interview. Some states require annual registration to 
continue homeschooling.

Recommended Skills and Competencies

Beyond the legal requirements, certain skills and competencies can greatly contribute to a successful 
homeschooling experience:

Organization:

Planning lessons and curriculum
Managing schedules and resources
Keeping records
Maintaining a conducive learning 
environment

Communication:

Explaining concepts clearly
Providing constructive feedback
Active listening
Collaborating with your child

Subject Knowledge:

Basic understanding of core subjects
Willingness to learn alongside your child
Ability to find reliable resources

Patience:

Understanding that learning takes time
Handling frustration and challenges
Providing encouragement and support

Adaptability:

Adjusting teaching methods to suit your child's learning style
Being flexible with schedules and plans
Embracing unexpected learning opportunities



Best Practices for Homeschooling Parents

To maximize the benefits of homeschooling, consider implementing these best practices:

Create a Structured Learning Environment: Designate a specific area for learning, free from 
distractions.
Develop a Curriculum Plan: Choose a curriculum that aligns with your child's learning style and 
your state's requirements. It could be purchased, or custom-made.
Set Realistic Goals: Break down learning objectives into manageable steps.
Utilize a Variety of Resources: Supplement textbooks with online resources, libraries, 
museums, and field trips.
Join a Homeschooling Community: Connect with other homeschooling families for support 
and socialization.
Prioritize Socialization: Homeschooling should not limit social interaction. Arrange playdates, 
group activities, and extracurriculars.
Assess Progress Regularly: Use tests, quizzes, and projects to evaluate your child's 
understanding.
Seek Support When Needed: Don't hesitate to reach out to experienced homeschoolers, tutors, 
or educational professionals for assistance.
Stay Informed: Keep up-to-date with changes in homeschooling laws and best practices.

Resources for Training and Support

Numerous resources are available to support homeschooling parents:

Homeschooling Associations: National and state-level organizations offer guidance, support, 
and advocacy.
Online Courses and Workshops: Many platforms provide courses on homeschooling methods, 
curriculum development, and specific subjects.
Curriculum Providers: Companies specializing in homeschool curriculum offer comprehensive 
programs and materials.
Local Homeschooling Groups: Connect with other homeschooling families in your area for 
support and socialization.
Libraries and Museums: Utilize these resources for educational materials and field trip 
opportunities.
Educational Consultants: Professionals can provide personalized guidance and support for 
homeschooling families.

Checklist: Are You Ready to Homeschool?

Use this checklist to assess your readiness to homeschool:

[ ] I have researched and understand the homeschooling laws and regulations in my state.



[ ] I have a high school diploma or equivalent (if required by my state).
[ ] I am prepared to submit a Notice of Intent to homeschool (if required by my state).
[ ] I have a safe and conducive learning environment in my home.
[ ] I am organized and able to manage schedules, resources, and record-keeping.
[ ] I am able to communicate effectively and provide constructive feedback.
[ ] I have a basic understanding of core subjects and am willing to learn alongside my child.
[ ] I am patient and understanding, and able to handle frustration and challenges.
[ ] I am adaptable and willing to adjust teaching methods to suit my child's needs.
[ ] I have a plan for socializing my child and ensuring social interaction.
[ ] I am prepared to assess my child's progress regularly.
[ ] I know where to find resources and support when needed.
[ ] I am committed to providing a quality education for my child at home.

If you can confidently check most of these boxes, you are well on your way to a successful 
homeschooling journey!

Summary

This guide has provided an overview of the qualifications, skills, and resources needed to be a 
successful homeschooling parent. From understanding legal requirements to developing essential 
skills and implementing best practices, this information equips you with the knowledge to confidently 
embark on your homeschooling adventure. Remember to stay informed, seek support, and adapt to 
your child's unique learning needs to create a rewarding and effective educational experience at 
home.


