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Lesson Objectives

Define literary elements (plot, character, setting,
theme, and conflict).

Identify and analyze literary elements within a
narrative text.

Explain how these elements work together to
create meaning.

Apply their understanding to both group and
independent activities.

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:



What are literary
elements?

Literary elements are the fundamental components that make up a story. They help
authors structure their narratives and allow readers to better understand and analyze
texts. The five core literary elements—plot, character, setting, theme, and conflict—
work together to create a rich storytelling experience. Understanding these elements

helps readers engage with literature and recognize how stories are crafted.



Plot
Plot is the sequence of events that
make up a story, guiding the reader
from the beginning to the end. It
typically follows a structure that
includes exposition (introducing the
characters and setting), rising action
(building tension and conflicts),
climax (the turning point or most
intense moment), falling action
(events leading toward resolution),
and resolution (the conclusion
where conflicts are resolved). 



Character

Character refers to the people, animals, or
beings who take part in a story. They can be
major figures or minor characters who
support the plot. A well-developed
character has unique traits and motivations
that influence their decisions and actions
throughout the narrative

Characters are often categorized as
dynamic or static. Dynamic characters
undergo significant growth or change, while
static characters remain largely the same.
Understanding a character’s development
helps readers analyze how their experiences
shape the story’s outcome and themes.



Setting
Setting is the time and place where
a story occurs. Setting influences
the mood of a narrative. It also
shapes character behavior, and can
even create conflict by presenting
challenges tied to the environment.
A well-developed setting helps
readers visualize the story world
and understand how it impacts the
plot and themes.



Theme
Theme is the story’s central message,
lesson, or underlying idea. It explores
universal concepts such as friendship,
perseverance, identity, or justice. Themes
go beyond the plot, offering deeper
meaning and insight into human
experiences. While some stories have a
clear, direct theme, others may present
multiple themes for readers to interpret
based on the characters' actions, conflicts,
and outcomes.



Conflict

Conflict is the struggle or challenge that
drives a story’s plot forward. It creates
tension, shapes the narrative, and motivates
characters to make decisions and take
action. Without conflict, stories often lack
direction and emotional depth.

There are two main types of conflict: internal
and external. Internal conflict occurs within a
character’s mind, such as battling self-doubt
or facing a difficult decision. External
conflict involves outside forces, like other
characters, society, nature, or technology.



How literary elements
work together

Plot: Drives the sequence of events and keeps the story moving forward.

Character: Develops through the plot, facing challenges that shape the narrative.

Setting: Influences the mood, atmosphere, and character actions within the story.

Theme: Revealed through the plot, character growth, and conflicts.

Conflict: Creates tension and challenges that drive the plot and character development.



Practice Activity
Read the short narrative provided.

Work with a partner to identify the literary
elements:

Who are the characters?
What is the setting?
What conflicts arise?



Teacher Resources



Present Mode Special Keys
B for Blur

D for Drumroll

O for Bubbles

U for Unveil

C for confetti

M for Mic Drop

Q for Quiet

Any # 0-9 for Timer


