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LETTER FROM THE PRIEST 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

I hope you are all doing well and that your spiritual journey is filled with love and humility. We are just past 
the midpoint of Great Lent and approaching Holy Week. So far, we have learned that our path towards 
salvation is filled with many obstacles. While there are high moments in which we feel that we are doing 
everything right, we seem to always find ourselves in many low moments that carry many heavy burdens 
which we cannot manage.  
 

We learn next week though, on Sunday of St. John Climacus, that the way which we overcome these snares is 
to apply ourselves to the ascetic life. This means we need to do more self-examining and incorporate more 
prayer and higher levels of fasting. Just like a doctor prescribes certain medications for our illnesses, the 
Fathers of the Church have given us similar methods to fight the devil and his demons.  
 

If we are going to experience the saving Grace of God, we must have as a high priority the cleansing of our 
passions, and finding a closer and more personal relationship with our Creator. I need to remind everybody 
that we are not going through Holy Week as a mere audience, but as children looking to be reconciled to the 
Father. It is this time that we need to put our biggest efforts to find Christ because in these bittersweet 
moments of Holy week we are reminded that we are still fallen, and, in most instances, very weak.  
 

Therefore, I hope and pray that the rest of Great Lent and Holy Week will be filled with endless prayer and 
outreach. Let us come to the services with full attendance so we can come together as one Body in Christ to 
experience in a genuine way Pascha, the Passover from death and bondage to life everlasting. May you all 
have a blessed Pascha.  Kali Anastasi! 
 

In Christ,  
Fr. Elefterios  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Αγαπητοί αδελφοί και αδελφές εν Χριστόν, 
 

Ελπίζω ότι όλοι είστε καλά και ότι το πνευματικό σας ταξίδι είναι γεμάτο από αγάπη και ταπεινότητα. Πλησιάζουμε στη 
μέση της Μεγάλης Σαρακοστής και την Μεγάλη Εβδομάδα. Μέχρι στιγμής, έχουμε μάθει ότι η πορεία μας προς τη 
σωτηρία είναι γεμάτη με πολλά εμπόδια. Ενώ υπάρχουν μεγάλες στιγμές κατά τις οποίες νιώθουμε ότι κάνουμε τα 
πάντα σωστά, φαίνεται ότι πάντα βρισκόμαστε σε πολλές χαμηλές στιγμές που φέρνουν πολλά βαριά φορτία τα οποία 
δεν μπορούμε να τα διαχειριστούμε. 
 

Θα μάθουμε αυτή την Κυριακή, την Κυριακή του Αγίου Ιωάννη Κλαμακού, ότι ο τρόπος με τον οποίο ξεπερνούμε τα 
εμπόδια είναι να εφαρμόσουμε τον εαυτό μας στην ασκητική ζωή. Αυτό σημαίνει ότι πρέπει να κάνουμε περισσότερη 
αυτο-εξέταση και περισσότερη προσευχή και υψηλότερα επίπεδα νηστείας. Ακριβώς όπως ένας γιατρός μας δίνει 
φάρμακα για τις ασθένειες μας, οι Πατέρες της Εκκλησίας μας έχουν δώσει παρόμοιες μεθόδους για να πολεμήσουμε 
τον διάβολο και τους δαίμονες του. 
 

Αν θέλουμε να βιώσουμε τη σωτηρία της χάριτος του Θεού, πρέπει να έχουμε ως υψηλή προτεραιότητα τον καθαρισμό 
των παθών μας και την εξεύρεση στενότερης και πιο προσωπικής σχέσης με τον Δημιουργό μας. Πρέπει να 
υπενθυμίσω σε όλους ότι δεν πρόκειται να περάσουμε από την Μεγάλη Εβδομάδα ως απλό ακροατήριο, αλλά ως 
παιδιά που θέλουν να συμφιλιωθούν με τον Πατέρα. Πρέπει να βάλουμε τις μεγαλύτερες προσπάθειές μας για να 
βρούμε τον Χριστό, διότι σε αυτές τις γλυκόπικρες στιγμές της Μεγάλης εβδομάδας υπενθυμίζουμε ότι είμαστε 
αδύναμοι. 
 

Επομένως, ελπίζω και προσεύχομαι ότι η υπόλοιπη Μεγάλη Σαρακοστή και η Μεγάλη Εβδομάδα να είναι γεμάτες με 
ατελείωτη προσευχή.  Προσεύχομαι ότι όλοι έχετε ένα ευλογημένο Πάσχα. Καλή Ανάσταση! 
 
Εν Χριστόν,   
π. Ελευθέριος                                                                                             



LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 

From the Parish Council: 

As we journey through Great Lent in anticipation of the Passion of our Lord and His Glorious Resurrection, we have an 

opportunity to reexamine our lives and our relationships with our family and friends. Do we show the kindness and love 

that our Lord asks of us? The love He showed during his sufferings is the model of how we should love others. As we 

take stock of our lives, the Church is here to guide us through Lent. As your Parish President, I invite each and every one 

to come and experience the full program of services the Church offers us.  

Please do not miss the opportunity to be transformed and renewed by the experience of Holy Week and the glorious 

Resurrection of our Lord and Savior. Also, I encourage everyone to connect with our Church Family. A healthy Church 

needs us all. Come forward and ask how you can help our ministries and parish organization. Now is the time to give our 

humble offering to our Savior for all the many blessings He has given us. Finally, let’s ask our Lord to bring peace and 

forgiveness to our souls, and let’s celebrate the most holy day of Pascha with joy.  

The Parish Council is looking forward to seeing you in Church and we wish everyone “KALI ANASTASI.”  

 

With Love in Christ, 

 

Fotini Kaminaris  

Parish Council President 
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FLOWER DONATION FOR  

DECORATING THE KOUVOUKLION (EPITAPHIOS) 

 

 

 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR YOU ARE INTERESTED IN DONATING PLEASE 

SPEAK WITH MRS. MARIA BATIS OR ANY OTHER MEMBER OF THE PHILOPTOCHOS.  

 
WE ALSO ASK THAT EVERYBODY THAT IS AVAILABLE TO COME ON HOLY FRIDAY 

MORNING, APRIL 26TH TO HELP DECORATE.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



APRIL 2019 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 
 
 
April 3: The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 

 6:30 p.m. – Presanctified Liturgy  

 

April 5: Salutations of the Theotokos 
 6:30 p.m. – Salutations of the Theotokos  

 

April 7: Sunday of St. John Climacus 

 9:00 a.m. - Orthros 

 10:00 a.m. - Divine Liturgy 

 

April 12: Akathist Hymn   

 6:30 p.m. – Akathist Hymn Service  

 

April 14: Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt   

 9:00 a.m. - Orthros 

 10:00 a.m. - Divine Liturgy  

 (Oratorical Festival Presentations) 

 

April 17: The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
 6:30 p.m. – Presanctified Liturgy  

 

April 20: Lazarus Saturday   

 9:00 a.m. - Orthros 

 10:00 a.m. - Divine Liturgy  

 (Making Palm Crosses & Lenten Breakfast) 

 

April 21: Palm Sunday 
 9:00 a.m. - Orthros 

 10:00 a.m. - Divine Liturgy  

 7:00 p.m. – Bridegroom Service (Nymphios) 

 

April 22: Holy Monday 

 7:00 p.m. – Bridegroom Service (Nymphios) 

 

April 23: Holy Tuesday 
 9:00 a.m. – The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts  

 7:00 p.m. – Bridegroom Service (Kassianis) 

 
 

 



April 24: Holy Wednesday  
 9:00 a.m. – The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts  

 2:00 p.m. – The Mystery of Holy Unction 

 7:00 p.m. – Orthros Service of Holy Thursday (Mystical Supper) 

 Holy Unction will be distributed to the Orthodox Faithful 

 
April 25: Holy Thursday   

 9:00 a.m. – Vespers and Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 
 6:30 p.m. – Service of the Holy Passion (The Twelve Gospel Readings & Crucifix Procession) 

 

April 26: Holy Friday 
 12:00 a.m. – Service of the Great and Royal Hours 
 3:00 p.m. – The Lowering of the Body of the Lord from the Cross and Preparation of His Burial 

 6:30 p.m. – The Burial of Christ – Lamentations at the Tomb of the Lord w/ Procession of the Tomb of 

Christ (Epitaphios)  

 

April 27: Holy Saturday 
 9:00 a.m. – Vespers of the Resurrection & Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 
 10:45 p.m. – Pre-Resurrection Service 

 12:00 a.m. – Service of the Resurrection, Orthros and Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom  

 
April 28: Pascha (Easter) Sunday 

 10:30 a.m. – Agape Vespers (The Reading of the Gospel in Various Languages) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STS. MARY MAGDALENE & MARKELLA  
ELEMENTARY DIVISION ORATORICAL FESTIVAL 

 

 
 

PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY, APRIL 14TH AS WE HOST OUR ELEMENTARY 
DIVISION ORATORICAL FESTIVAL. 

 
 IT WILL TAKE PLACE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE DIVINE LITURGY IN THE 

CHURCH.  
 

COME SUPPORT OUR YOUTH AS THEY DEVELOP THEIR FAITH. 
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LAZARUS SATURDAY 
 

(THE MAKING OF PALM CROSSES & LENTEN BREAKFAST)   
 
 

 
 

WE WANT TO INVITE EVERYBODY TO COME AND CELEBRATE ON 
SATURDAY, APRIL 20TH THE DIVINE LITURGY FOR THE BLESSED FEAST OF 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS.  
 

WE WILL BE ENJOYING A DELICIOUS LENTEN BREAKFAST WHICH IS BEING 
PREPARED BY THE SILVER STARS. FURTHERMORE, WE WILL BE MAKING THE 

PALM CROSSES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF PALM SUNDAY.  
 

COME A BE A PART OF THE CELEBRATIONS OF THESE IMPORTANT FEAST 
DAYS OF OUR CHURCH!  
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PALM SUNDAY  
CELEBRATION LUNCHEON  

 

 
 

LET US COME TOGETHER ON SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST TO CELEBRATE OUR GOD’S 
ENTRANCE INTO JERUSALEM WITH THE CELEBRATION OF THE DIVINE 
LITURGY AND A DELICIOUS FISH MEAL PREPARED BY THE LADIES OF 

PHILOPTOCHOS.   
 

COME BE A PART OF OUR PARISH’S WARM HOSPITALITY 
AND LOVING FELLOWSHIP.  
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HOLY THURSDAY IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
 

COME AND HELP US DYE THIS YEAR’S EASTER EGGS 
 

 
 

 JOIN US AT THE CHURCH HALL ON THURSDAY, APRIL 25TH. PLEASE CHECK 
WITH ANY OF THE PHILOPTOCHOS MEMBERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.  

_____________________________________________ 

LADIES OF PHILOPTOCHOS  
EASTER BAKE SALE 

 

 
 

THE LADIES OF PHILOPTOCHOS ARE HAVING AN EASTER BAKE SALE ON 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST IN THE CHURCH HALL.  

 
 



Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
Lenten Resource Page 

 

 
 
 
GREAT LENT IS A PERIOD IN WHICH MAN GROWS IN HIS FAITH WITH GOD THROUGH THE 

ASCETIC PRACTICES OF PRAYER AND FASTING. PLEASE REFER TO THIS LINK BELOW TO 
FIND MANY IMPORTANT RESOURCES AND GUIDELINES ON THE DEEP MEANINGS OF THIS 

LONG BUT LIFE CHANGING JOURNEY. 
 
 

HTTPS://WWW.GOARCH.ORG/LENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.goarch.org/LENT
https://www.goarch.org/lent


 

“Mystagogy” Resource Center 
               -By John Sanidopoulos 

 
If one was to attend our Orthodox Services during great lent, they would immediately notice the emphasis we 

put in prayer and spiritual watchfulness. A great deal of effort and struggle is needed in order to properly 

prepare so one can experience the great mystery of the Holy Resurrection. Mr. John Sanidopoulos has been 

working for years in building his blog with hundreds of articles and translations of writings by current 

Orthodox Theologians and the Saints of our Church. Please take the time to refer to this treasure chest of 

knowledge so we can strengthen our faith in God .    

 

http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2011/03/great-lent-resource-page.html 
 

 

http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2011/03/great-lent-resource-page.html


COLORING FOR KIDS 

“HOLY RESURRECTION” 
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2019 PLEDGED STEWARDS  

 

Alatzas, George & Rene 

Alsup, Andrew & Vasilia 

Bahadouris - Walters, Demetra 
 
Babiak, Christopher & Leslie 
 
Batis, Nikolaos & Maria 
 
Bilis, Amalia 

Bontzos, Stylianos & Kalliopi 
 
Caprinolo, Lee & Mary 

Cioloca, Bogdan & Anca 

Demedis, Olympia 
 
Dermatis, Minas & Panagiota 

Diamandaras, Helen 

Englesson, Jeanette 

Fokianos, Konstantinos & Maria 

Giannaras, Chris 

Giannas, Apostolos & Maria 

Giannas, Erene 

Giannas Stylanos & Maria 

Giannas, Yianni 

Gyoni, Llambros & Kaliopi  
 
Harris, Gus & Jacklyn 
                                    
Hondrelis, Padelis & Effie 

Hyde, Michael & Maryann 

Kaitis, Dr. Angela 

Kaminaris Gus & Fotini 

Kanaras, Louis & Eleni 

Kanaras, Thomas & Penny 

Karellas, Eugenia 

Kechagias, John & Noni 

Kinder, William & Michelle 

Kioutas, Nick & Shellie 

Konstant, Eugenia 

Kornias, Christos & Irene 

Kougianos, Dionisios & Argiro 

Kramer, Bernie & Marsha 

Mayer, Francis & Maria 

Mojarrad, Deanna 

Nikas, George & Diane 

Nikitaras, Andreas & Nicole 

Pappas, Basil & Linda 

Plevrakis, Fr. Elefterios & Esther 

Prapas, Spiros 

Rahaniotis, Takis & Ioanna   

Rajewski, Leonard & Anastasia 

Saliaris, Panagiotis & Evangelia   

Sarris, Gregory 

Sarris, Sam 

Sitaras, Dr. Peter & Diane 

Stakias, Stellios & Tina 

Stavrou, George & Tina 

Steber, Christopher 

Steber, Paula 

Sudeck, Virginia 

Tillman, Ezra 



2019 PLEDGED STEWARDS 
 

Trikoglou, Carole 

Tsambikos, Irene 
 
Varkarota, Christina   
 
Yiannouris, Ioannis & Shawn 
 
 

 

Total 2019 Stewards:  59 

Number of New Stewards for 2019: 5 

Pledged: $45,290.00 / Collected: $18,945.00 

Outstanding Balance:  $26,345.000 

Average Stewardship Pledge: $ 767.63 

 


