PUBLIC MEETING:

<[\

ARRANGED BY ’

Ashfield

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE

ASHFIELD SPORTS CLUB

(cnr Colstoun & Haig Sts)

THURSDAY 26™ APRIL

7.00pm

THE PURPOSE is to enlighten residents to the information on the Ashfield underground power project.

THE MAIN SPEAKERS will be
Tony Moore of Western Power (Co-ordinator of the project)
Michael Costarella, Director of Corporate Service (Finance & Administration, Town of Bassendean)

The Town of Bassendean Mayor, John Gangell and Councillors have also been invited.

YOUR QUESTIONS are welcome — in writing prior to 20/4/2012 to PO Box 337, Bassendean WA 6934,
or at the meeting.

=

Ashfield History . ..

As possibly the only resident to be born and bred
in Ashfield — | was born in the garage at the home |
still live in, | reflect on a lifetime of living in Ashfield.
| look back on a childhood full of adventure
where shoes were optional and pockets
were for carrying ‘treasures’ home. My
mother never knew what to expect to come
out of my pockets but | had an affinity for 3t

frogs and tadpoles. The bushland that [EEESEIEES
extended from Fisher Street to Moojebing [ ““_'i‘ifl‘

Street and Dorothy Street to Hardy Road
with a creek running through from about

child’s wonderland. The bush had a number

of different and distinct regions - from the paper
bark trees in the lower swamp ground that provided
materials for temporary cubby houses and boats
to float in the creek, to trees for climbing and the
occasional sighting of fairy spider orchids in the drier
area at the top end, and finally to the hard packed
sand ‘pit’ formed by the annual flooding of the area
which was great for bike riding/racing around the
tracks (at the corner of Pearson Street and Hardy
Road). The bush also provided a number of animals
to study, particularly goannas; it was not unusual to
come across bob-tailed and blue-tongued goannas
and on one memorable occasion, my sister was
‘chased’ home by a racehorse goanna.

Certainly, life was ‘simpler’ and children had far more
freedom to roam than is possible today but at the
same time children appeared to be less destructive
and more responsible. There was no senseless
destruction of the bush; no breaking of every branch
that you passed and, indeed, the finding of a spider
orchid only meant studying it but not picking it! A
typical (non-school) day would consist of breakfast,
then out to play, generally in the bush, until lunch time
then back out again until 5 p.m. but ‘heaven help’
the child who said they were going one place and
went somewhere else without calling in at home first
to let mum know of the change!! And, of course, not
to forget the Swan River, which was only an allowed
playground once you were old enough and could

If you would like to become a member of the
Ashfield Community Action Network email us at
ashfieldcan.info or post this form to:

289 Guildford Road, Maylands WA 6051
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Mons Street to nearly French Street was a  Quita Berry.

swim well enough. A favourite walk along the river
edge was from Sandy Beach to as far as we could go,
hopefully to River Road but as there were no marked
paths it was a case of picking the easiest
route and frequently meant walking barefoot
through ‘squishy’ mud. Once | was mobile
- | got my first bike at age 9 — my mother
described my ‘play ground’ as Guildford
Bridge to Garratt Road Bridge and Guildford
Road to Great Eastern Highway. That is the
strongest memory | have, that of freedom;
| realise now how precious that was. Life
was never boring and there was always
something new to discover. The loss of most
of the bushland in late 1963 with the new housing
development and construction of Maley Street was a
sad point in my childhood and something that future
generations could no longer enjoy.

The Berry sisters and the Piachniaski brothers: (L to R) — Walter,
Quita (me), Sheryl, Robert, Victor and Marcel in the front.

There was our favourite walk to the lolly factory on
River Road, probably once a month, with a sixpence
(equivalent to 5 cents today) or, at most a shilling
(10 cents). A penny’s worth of aniseed balls was a
bowl full and lasted a long time, and lollipops and
all-day suckers. There have been a lot of changes
in my lifetime; we only had one shop - the corner
shop, literally the door faced the corner of Colstoun
(previously Coulston) and Guildford Roads operated
by Mr Fred and Mrs Amy Wright and the railway
crossing was on the road. Cyril Jackson High School
wasn’t built until 1963(?) and the Ashfield Reserve
was a rubbish tip first! Once upon a time, | knew
almost every person in Ashfield and a significant
proportion of people in Bassendean, if not by name
then by sight but sadly this is no longer true.

Thanks to Quita Berry for sharing her Ashfield
experiences with us ...

Do you have an interesting Ashfield story?

We would love to hear from you at ashfield.info.com
or at our postal address.
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