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SHOFAR 
Iyar-Sivan 5780  May2020 

To my B’nai Israel family, 

I hope this month’s Shofar finds you 

healthy and weathering this storm in the 

best possible spirits. Life has thrown all of 

us such a curveball! Now more than ever 

I am so grateful to our congregational 

community. At a time when we can feel 

so isolated we have been able to join to-

gether in so many creative ways; whether 

it be through weekly Zoom services, Sis-

terhood Zoom book groups, religious 

school online classes, a Zoom community 

seder, a YouTube Yom Hashoah program 

and daily Uplifts to keep us entertained 

and informed. I would like to personally 

thank Rabbi Eric, Linda Goodman, Abby 

Peklo and Michelle Rosen for going 

above and beyond to make sure our B’nai 

Israel community stays connected.  

It has also been so lovely to see how we 

all support each other. I am so grateful to 

those who have offered to grocery shop 

for our community and those who have 

volunteered to make phone calls, send 

messages, and run errands for those in 

need. We are truly a family and lucky to 

have one another. 

In the meantime, please know that if you 

have other needs at this time, we are 

here for you and ready to help. Don’t hes-

itate to contact Valerie in the office and 

she will direct you to the appropriate per-

son. You may also e-mail or call  me at  

 

emilysmomlisa@aol.com or 203.233.3643 

for assistance or with questions, concerns 

or just to say shalom! 

Stay safe, stay home and stay well. 

Warmly, 

Lisa 

mailto:emilysmomlisa@aol.com
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Donations 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

in memory of 

Ira Goldman 

Judy & Gene Mirrer 

Judy Marangio 

Rose & Sid Frenkel 

Eric Hall 

The Brandt family 

George S. Wale 

Judith Feinman 

 

General Fund 

in honor of 

Heather & Burt Cieply’s new grandson, 

Anthony 

Sharon Goldman 

Jan & Eric Albert’s new grand baby 

Lisa & Scott Segal 

Rachel Barclay 

for the masks she made to keep their 

family safe-General Flooring, LLC 

 

BIRS Education Fund 

in memory of 

Bernard Feinman 

Judith Feinman 

 

Memorials & Dedications Fund 

in memory of 

Eric Hall 

B’nai Israel Board of Trustees 

The Board of  The Jewish Center, LLC 

The Board of the Jewish Federation of 

Western CT 

 

 

 

 

Ritual Fund 

in memory of 

Helen Friedman Perretz 

Dawn & Bob Tendler 

Ira Goldman 

Ina & Irv Borenzweig 

 

General Fund 

in memory of 

Kristen Lindsey Grosso 

Marilyn & Stan Halpert 

Leopold Levy 

Leah Linton 

Sigmund Deutsch 

Leah Linton 

Sofie Deutsch 

Leah Linton 

Anne Oblas 

Cary Strauss 

Ira Goldman 

Lidia & Meyr Bram 

Susan Metcalf 

Lisa & Scott Segal 

Gordon A. Genoe 

Harold I. Kahen 

Judy & Joel Sherman 

Abram Bress 

Norma & Charles Fleischman 

Henry Fleischman 

Norma & Charles Fleischman 

Eric Hall 

Lisa & Scott Segal 

 

Music Fund 

in honor of & gratitude for 

the music at Ira’s funeral & shiva 

Sharon Goldman 

 

 

 

Music Fund 

in memory of 

Michael Hozer 

Joyce & Lew Hozer 

Kristen Lindsey Grosso 

Ina & Irv Borenzweig 

Eric Hall 

Antoinetta & Wayne Hallet 

Bert Boyson 

Antoinetta & Wayne Hallet 

Ira Goldman 

Antoinetta & Wayne Hallet 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

in honor of 

Rabbi’s caring & support during Ira’s 

illness 

Sharon Goldman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The members of the Memorials & 

Dedicat ions Committee have 

purchased a plaque in remembrance 

of  their Chair, Eric J. Hall 

 

Irv Borenzweig 

Herbert Garber 

Sharon Goldman 

Ron Herrmann 

Lewis Hozer 

Dan Marcus 

Hacky Schiff 

Joe Stammelman 

Dawn Tendler 

Valerie Beckwith 

Your donations are greatly appreciated! 
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Leadership 

 

Rabbi 

Eric Polokoff, D.D. 

rabbi@bnaiisraelsouthbury.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music 

Linda Goodman 

music@bnaiisraelsouthbury.org 

 

School Director 

Abby Peklo 

educator@bnaiisraelsouthbury.org 

 

 

Officers 

Lisa Segal, President 

emilysmomlisa@aol.com 

Steven Reps, 1st Vice Presi-

dent 

Patti Berkowitz, 2nd Vice Presi-

dent 

David Augenbraun, Treasurer 

Sheri Kipperman, Secretary 

 

 

Trustees 

Phil Feinman (2022) 

Rochelle Gershenow (2021) 

Joyce Hozer (2021) 

Jonathan Kapstein (2020) 

Eric Linnetz (2022) 

Beth Rosen (2020) 

Michelle Rosen (2022) 

Kim Rubel (2021) 

Allen Schwartz (2020) 

May their memory be for blessing 

YAHRZEITS 

5/01 

Martin Bodian 

Dora B. Feinn 

Felix Freedman 

Eli Gleiberman 

Ethel Goldberg 

Leo Goldberg 

Renee Goldman 

Leopold Isaac 

Jacob Jacowitz 

Sam Levine 

Minnie Rich Myers 

H. Walter Pye 

Rose Sagal 

Leslie Strauss 

 

5/08 

Jack Cooperman 

Rachel Dannen 

Carol Eisenberg 

Max Engel 

Martin Falk 

Morris Goodman 

Marvin Kaplan 

Celia Karp 

Sarah Klausner 

Josefa W. Lichtenstein 

Esther Polen 

Evelyn Beninson Sabin 

Ethel Weisman 

Marcus Howard Weisman 

 

 

5/15 

Max Bram 

Hirsch Crystal 

Oscar Dell 

Doris Engel 

Aaron Frenkel 

Sylvia Goldman 

Harris B. Gordon 

Rae S. Holczer 

Maurice Jakson 

Jennie P. Kirschner 

Minnie G. Levin 

Rose Matzkin 

Gertrude Paul Miller 

Monroe M. Pollak 

Benjamin Ross 

Ruth Rubin 

Robert Schoenberg 

Murray Schulman 

Esther Simon 

Mortimer Stammelman 

Priscilla Rudin Stern 

Ed Suib 

Isidore Wilkin 

Norman Zelin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/22 

Ida Rose Cantor 

Robert Carver 

Juanita Chichester 

Nathan Feinn 

Fannie Fingerhut 

Allan Chase Franken 

Manya Goldstein 

Adela Landau 

Edward Landau 

Charles Light 

Anne Nathanson 

Jean Quigley 

Marvin Rechtman 

Selma Mazur Swerdlick 

Emil L. Weil 

Alma Cantor Weisman 
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5/04 Kate & Michael Friedman 

5/22 Margie & Michael Sermer 

5/23 Paula & Richard Baron 

5/24 Charlene Falk & John McNally 

5/25 Sarah & Kevin Manning 

5/26 Marci Silverman & William Slepoy 

5/28 Lori & Gary Diamond 

5/29 Eve Stabinsky Ackert & David Ackert 

  Tracy & David Hill 

  Stacey & Jeffrey Langsam 

5/31 Deborah & David Augenbraun 

  Rochelle & Earl Gershenow 

5/02 Anna Gelfand 

  Kenneth Levy 

5/03 Linda Goodman 

  Adam Packer 

  Scott Segal 

5/6  Josh Isaac 

  Brad Mahler 

  Seth Mahler 

5/8  Hilary Bree 

  Elijah Rosen 

  Bob Tendler 

5/9  Alyssa Friedman 

  Liliana Yelin 

5/10 Sari Price 

  Bennett Samberg 

5/11 Myra Suib 

5/12 Michele Goudsmith 

5/14 Emily Eisen 

  William May 

5/16 Linda Schiff 

 

 

5/18 Irv Borenzweig 

  Spencer Burwin 

  Daniel Marcus 

5/19 Ronald Isaac 

  Jonathan Kapstein 

  Ryan McConnon 

5/20 Richard Baron 

  Doug Fuchs 

5/21 Melissa Grossman 

  Susan Haber 

  Tikva Rose 

5/23 Eric Linnetz 

5/24 Matthew MConnon 

5/25 Alexandra Pettengill 

5/26 Michael Pratt 

5/27 Sharon Elias 

  Michael Rosen 

  Mitchell Solomon 

  Tammy Wisnefsky 

5/28 Stephen Rudin 
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Donor  

Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

Artist, Michelle Pulver                                                                Calligraphy,Doris Landaeta 

Tribute Cards 

From: Joyce and Lou Hozer 

To: Rabbi Eric Silver * Happy Birthday 

 

To send a tribute card contact Doris Landaeta at  
dorikam1958@gmail.com 
$5 per tribute card (includes postage) 

BIRS students have been champions at learning virtually via Zoom with their 

teachers during this COVID-19 shutdown. Students have been actively en-

gaged in conversations with teachers and classmates. They have also been 

keeping up with Hebrew and Judaic learning at home each week. Students in 

Grades 4-5 got to make a virtual trip to the Tenement Museum to learn how a 

Jewish family a hundred years ago might 

have made pickles! Students were able to 

follow along with the educator-led de-

scription and real-life photos depicting 

daily life in the tenement and shopping on 

the street for pickles on the Lower East 

Side. Students also had the opportunity 

to make pickles in real time while watch-

ing the demonstration on screen. We are 

also proud of our students who have en-

gaged in mitzvot during this time. Three 

students in the Rocka-

fellow family spent some 

time creating beautiful 

tissue paper flower ar-

rangements to share 

with those in need of a 

sunny uplift. 

“Tree of Life” 
Purchase a leaf on the “Tree 

of Life” to honor a simcha. 

Each leaf is $180  

 

(203) 267-3394 

Aurora Rose makes pickles 

during an online class hosted 

by The Tenement Museum. 

Emma, Hannah, and Jacob Rockafellow create beautiful 

tissue paper flower arrangements to share with those in 

need during the COVID-19 shutdown.  



Contact Us 

During this unprecedented time  

we  are not in the office and are 

working remotely. 

Should you  wish to be in touch 

please email : 

office@bnaiisraelsouthbury.org  

Or visit our website for a full list 

of staff email addresses 

 

www.bnaiisraelsouthbury.org 

 

 

Dear B’nai Israelites and Friends of B’nai Israel, 

Our congregation and Jewish community are, thankfully, up and 
working. We are now doing so completely remotely as our facility 
has been entirely shut down. B’nai Israel’s staff can be reached via 
our emails. Calls to the B’nai Israel office and individual staff will 
reach us, albeit not in real time. 

We are also grateful for the response of congregants prepared to 
assist the elderly or infirm with shopping and errands. We now 
have a cadre of volunteers prepared to do a mitzvah. Should you 
be vulnerable and in need of help do let us know. 

We hope you will join us on-line for services  Friday nights  at 7:30 
PM.   

L’Shalom, 

Rabbi Eric & Lisa 

 

Host an Oneg  

Call Sandy Marcus 

if you are interested 

in hosting an Oneg or 

joining the committee 

Sandy Marcus: 

 (203) 264-9136 

www.bnaiisraelsouthbury.org 
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Interested in joining 

Sisterhood? 

Call Michelle Rosen, 

President, at 

msr2511@yahoo.com  

for more information. 

Join Women of Reform Judaism and for a day of learning, rejuvenation, and 
Kabbalat Shabbat worship featuring Chava Mirel on Friday, May 1st, all 
from the comfort of your own home, for free! Attendees will tune in on Friday, 
May 1st to hone their leadership skills and deepen connections with other 
women, receive tools for intergenerational programming, and learn more about 
WRJ’s advocacy work. WRJ is proud to open this virtual conference to any 
identifying woman who would like to attend, free of charge. 

http://wrj.org/fwc2020
https://www.chavamirel.com/

