
Final plea
Posted on 07/11/2009 by Kari

Dear NTM,

We are wondering at your reluctance to communicate with us. When Larry Brown emailed us, and asked us to

post his email to our blog, we took it to mean that you supported the blog, and you chose that time to underline

your commitment to transparency.

Please understand that going public with our abuses is an extremely difficult and vulnerable time for all of us. We

made the blog because NTM had stopped communicating with us and was unable after 8 months of

“investigations” to make any concrete changes to their structure. When we asked you for updates, we only

received a vague, “We’re investigating”. When we asked for an idea of when to expect action on your part, Larry

told us he couldn’t give us even a tentative timeline. Can you understand we have been hearing that you are

“investigating” for 12 years? We cannot wait 12 more, or one more.

We were hoping you could be grateful for the blog, for helping us all to understand and uncover what really went
on at Fanda. How much of what you now know because of the blog would you have discovered on your own?

Probably very little. And there is so much more that is not even on the blog. So much more. When Marv repeated

at the Tallahassee meeting what the CPC has said to us before, “It was so long ago, how can we ever know what

really happened?” it became clear to us that you didn’t expect nor care to ever know. That was another slap in the

face to Senegal MKs. We were there, we know. Ask us.

It is sad to say that it appears that you are dedicated to transparency only when you feel it serves you. I sincerely

hope we are wrong about this.

What we are hoping you can think about is this, is the CPC for the victim, or does it exist to protect NTM? We feel

if the CPC was for the victims, you would be pulling for us, encouraging us to tell our stories, communicating often

with us, questioning our abusers and pushing hard for their dismissal. It seems the role of the CPC is merely to

protect the overall mission image, otherwise you would understand what a travesty it is to tell abused children

that you are sure their abuser was repentant and wouldn’t abuse anyone else. This is not something an

independent child protection agency would ever communicate to an abused child. Do you understand why?

What we have trouble fathoming in all of this is WHY wouldn’t NTM’s response to abuse claims be, “We are

outraged that this happened to you in our name. We are so sorry. We will IMMEDIATELY contact these alleged
abusers, and keep you informed every step of the process, keep you involved, encourage you to get into counseling

and be a support system for you if you feel safe enough to talk with us. And if anyone is found to have abused a

child under our watch, we will dismiss them immediately. NTM has no interest in protecting pedophiles and child

abusers. We will not be a safe place for people like this ever again. We will investigate swiftly and promise

resolution in a matter of weeks for the victim and prosecute anyone guilty to the full extent of the law, and by
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doing this we will send a clear message to future child abusers and molestors, not this mission. You may not join

NTM to prey on the innocent. Our MKs have value to us and we will protect them fiercely.”

NTM, one final plea. It is our belief and a biblical promise that relationship can be restored if there is repentance

for sins. We believe our relationship could be fruitful and fulfilling and better than we can imagine. Hear our
hearts and respond.

Love,

Kari, Bonnie, and the Fanda Eagles
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