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Light for Belém, Brazil
Daily Candlelight Prayer Vigil
Nov. 10 – Nov. 21, 2025

Each day, light a candle, read the bible verse, use the reflection question for contemplation, and pray for those in deliberation at the U.N. Climate Conference in Belém, Brazil.



[bookmark: _Hlk497745302]Monday, Nov. 10:  Justice
Amos 5:24  
24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
Biblical justice means giving what is due.  How does the biblical concept of justice differ from our	 modern interpretation?

Prayer:
Holy Spirit, you are the Lord, the giver of life–all life–lilies and dandelions, predators and prey, and life forms not esteemed, which cleanse the earth and make it habitable. Creation lives by your common grace. Raise us, and world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, up to walk this earth faithfully with justice and compassion for all living things. Amen.



Tuesday, Nov. 11: God of Justice
Psalm 99:4–5
4 Mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 5 Extol the LORD our God; worship at his footstool. Holy is he!
When you consider that God is a God of justice, do you find that reassuring, or somewhat worrying?

Prayer:
God of justice, show us our place in this world as channels of your love for all the creatures of this earth, for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. Enlighten those who possess power and money that they may avoid the sin of indifference, that they may love the common good, advance the weak, and care for this world in which we live. The poor and the earth are crying out. O Lord, seize us, and world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, with your power and light, help all of us to protect all life, to prepare for a better future, for the coming of your Kingdom of justice, peace, love and beauty. Praise be to you! Amen.


Wednesday, Nov. 12: God Desires All Life to Abound
Genesis 8:15–17 
15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that they may abound on the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”
The desires of God are just, and God desires all life to abound on the earth. What actions can we take in our daily lives to promote abundant life on earth?

Prayer:
God of the wilderness, all the wild areas of the earth cry out for restoration and preservation. May we, and those world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, be mindful of the creatures of the deserts, the oceans and the forests, that the habitat you have given them will survive and prosper, so that they may live in abundance and in peace with all of their neighbors. Amen.

Thursday, Nov. 13:  God Provides for All Life
Genesis 1:29–30 
29God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
In His justice, God provides for all life.  While we often think of someone as a good provider when their family is well cared for, what would it look like to be good providers for all life?

Prayer:
Creator of the universe, you have provided for all your beloved creatures that live on this precious earth. Fearless savior, you would calm our fears, soothe our souls and embolden our lives with the assurance that we are, and always will be, at home with you. By your spirit, lead us, and world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, in the way of truth and life that works your will for all creation. Amen.



Friday, Nov. 14: God Renews
Psalm 104:25–30 
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things both small and great. 26 There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 27 These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 28 when you give to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the ground.
God renews the earth. What can we do to work with God in renewing of all life on earth?

Prayer:
Out of love you have revealed yourself to us in Jesus Christ. All creation calls on your Spirit as its comforter and healer. Even the dust of this distressed earth longs for renewed power to give life. Heal this broken world, especially where your creatures are hungry, afflicted, at war, or in any need, and inspire us, and world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, to act for the renewal of all creation. Amen.



Saturday, Nov. 15: God Saves
Psalm 36: 5–6 
5Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds. 6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your judgments are like the great deep; you save humans and animals alike, O LORD.
God, who is faithful & righteous, saves humans and animals alike.  All life is interconnected. Is it even possible to save humans without saving everything else?

Prayer:
Merciful creator, in your steadfast love, you reveal inconvenient but inescapable truths about our lives, and call us to repentance. Help us, and world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, to acknowledge the interdependence of all living things, and trusting fully in the sufficiency of your provision, to walk lightly the way of Christ on our common journey with the earth. Amen.


Sunday, Nov. 16:  Reconciling God
Colossians 1:20-22 
20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—
God acts to reconcile all things to himself.  Reconciliation is about right relationship. When you look around you, what aspects of our relationship to the earth do you see that need repair?

Prayer:
Lord, you are sovereign in our land and all the earth. Your reconciling love is steadfast and your mercy encompasses all things. We have deeply wounded your life-giving Spirit. Before we touched this land, it was a Garden of Eden; we are in danger of leaving it a desolate wasteland. Turn your righteous anger from us. Turn us, and world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, toward contrition for our actions and lead all of us into right relationships with your whole creation. Amen.



Monday, Nov. 17: Doing Justice
Micah 6:8 
6He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
What might it mean to do justice today, to give what is due to all life on earth?

Prayer:
Generous God, You desire abundant life for all, and you shower mercy on us like rain. As we and world leaders in Belém, Brazil gather today, by the power of your Spirit, ease our heavy burdens and make us again a people who do justice and love kindness in the name of Christ, our living savior. Amen.



Tuesday, Nov. 18: God’s Image
Genesis 1:26–27 
26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
In the context of the time that this text was written, to be the “image” of someone meant to “represent” them, or to be their “representative”. God, in His justice, provides for, saves, renews, and reconciles all things on earth. How might we reflect God’s image in our care for all creation?

Prayer:
Stalwart shepherd of our souls, you watch over us and this whole world you love. Shape our lives, and those of world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, to be shepherds in your image, that all creatures, both humankind and otherkind, may be safe and nurtured under your watchful care. Amen.



Wednesday, Nov. 19: Servants of All
Genesis 2:7–8 & 15 
7then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed.

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.

Some theologians state that “till it and keep it” is more correctly translated as “serve it and preserve it”. We understand that followers of the Christ are to be “servants of all”.  What does this mean in relation to God’s garden, the earth?  

Prayer:
God of Earth, from seed to sheave you empower new life and growth. Help us to wait watchfully for signs of new life springing up in the garden of your creation. Shape us, and world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, into willing servants of your new creation and ready all of us to serve and preserve your wondrous works of love. Amen.



Thursday, Nov. 20: Injustice
Hosea 4: 1–3 
1Hear the word of the LORD, O people of Israel; for the LORD has an indictment against the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or loyalty, and no knowledge of God in the land. 2 Swearing, lying, and murder, and stealing and adultery break out; bloodshed follows bloodshed. 3 Therefore the land mourns, and all who live in it languish; together with the wild animals and the birds of the air, even the fish of the sea are perishing.
How is human sin, human injustice, related to the destruction of God’s good creation?

Prayer:
Eternal God, we thank you for the glory of your creation, a mystery that surpasses our knowledge. Eternal God, we thank you for the earth and water, sun and wind, creatures and peoples, cultures, nations. Cleanse our hearts, and those of world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, as we repent of human pollution and violence and affirm that the earth and all therein is yours. Enable all of us to recall your covenant with creation, make it our own, and preserve this life-giving world. Amen.



Friday, Nov. 21: Justice Leads to Restoration
Isaiah 58:9–12 
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11 The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.
A return to justice leads to restoration, to wholeness. Through God’s Spirit, we are empowered to restore. What might you do, or refrain from doing, today that leads to restoration for all creation?

Prayer:
Healing God, we look forward in hope to the day when by your mercy all things in your creation will be renewed and restored. You promised that your faithful people will be known as “repairers of the breach.” Give us, and world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, courage to lead all people in care of the earth, and to assist you in the healing of all its inhabitants. Amen.



Extra devotion, if CoP30 runs over: 
Saturday, Nov. 22: All Things Made New
Rev. 22:1–3 
1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him;
This harmonious vision of the future, with the river of the water of life and the tree of life, gives us great hope.  God will act and His justice will prevail.  Consider how this hope empowers us to avoid both despair and indifference about the ecological crisis.

Prayer:
God of all hope and joy, we praise you for new life in the resurrection. Help us to see and touch your presence in all creation, from the gentle dew on a newly unfolding leaf to million-year-old fossils. By your spirit, let love banish despair, indifference or doubt that keeps us from tilling and keeping the garden of your creation in your image.  Empower us, and world leaders gathered today in Belém, Brazil, to extend to all your creation the redemption we profess in our own lives and lead all of us in the way of your new creation. Amen.



	
	Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
To read the latest reports on climate change from the IPCC, see: https://www.ipcc.ch/

National Climate Assessment
To read the latest reports on climate change from the U.S. government, see: https://toolkit.climate.gov/NCA5

Interfaith Power & Light
To get more engaged, connect with your state affiliate of Interfaith Power & Light.  In Texas, this is: https://texasimpact.org/texas-impact-climate-action-team/






All scripture texts are New Revised Standard Version. Reflection questions by Lisa Brenskelle, Lutherans Restoring Creation team lead, Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod of the ELCA.  Prayers are adapted from www.letallcreationpraise.org.
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