
The Heartland Group Ventures, LLC, et al., - Cash Basis

Civil Action No.: 4:21-CV-01310-O

Standardized Fund Accounting Report

Reporting Period: 10/1/2022 to 12/31/2022

Detail Subtotal Grand Total

1 Beginning Balance (October 1, 2022): 6,297,199.02$          

2 Business Income Operations payments 135,264.85             135,264.85               

3 Cash and Cash Equivalents Funds turned over to Receiver -                          -                           

4 Interest/Dividend Income -                           

5 Business Asset Liquidation Auction Proceeds and Property Sales 4,267,508.07          4,267,508.07            

6 Personal Asset Liquidation -                          -                           

7 Third-Party Litigation Income -                          -                           

8 Miscellaneous - Other Refunds 256.01                    256.01                      
Total Funds Available 10,700,227.95$        

9 Disbursements to Investors -                          -$                         

10 Disbursements for Receivership Operations 691,194.80               

10a Disbursements to Receiver or Other Professionals
Payments to Receiver, Accountants, Data 
Consultants, Appraisers 404,014.59             

10b Business Asset and Operating Expenses

Utilities, Insurance Premiums, 
Operator/Independent Contractor 
payments, filing/recording fees, storage 
fees, royalty payments, extension payments 161,644.01             

10c Personal Asset Expenses -                          
10d Investment Expenses Bank fees -                          
10e Third-Party Litigation Expenses -                          
10f Tax Administrator Fees and Bonds -                          

10g Federal and State Tax Expenses

Texas State Comptroller, Texas Railroad 
Commission, various county taxing 
authorities 125,536.20             

11 Disbursements for Distribution Expenses Paid by the Fund
11a Distribution Plan Development Expenses
11b Distribution Plan Implementation Expenses

12 Disbursements to Court/Other

12a
Court Registry Investment System (CRIS) or other banking fees 
related to the Fund.

12b Federal income taxes
Total Funds Disbursed 691,194.80$             

13 Ending Balance (December 31, 2022) 10,009,033.15$        

14 Ending Balance of Fund - Net Assets
14a Cash & Cash Equivalents 10,009,033.15$        
14b Investments
14c Other Assets or Uncleared Funds

15
Disbursements for Plan Administration Expenses Not Paid by 
the Fund

15a Plan Development Expenses Not Paid by the Fund -                           
15b Plan Implementation Expenses Not Paid by the Fund -                           
15c Tax Administrator Fees & Bonds Not Paid by the Fund -                           

16 Disbursements to Court/Other Not Paid by the Fund -                           

16a
Court Registry Investment System (CRIS) or other banking fees 
related to the Fund -                           

16b Federal income taxes -                           

17 DC & State Tax Payments -                           
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The Heartland Group Ventures, LLC, et al., - Cash Basis

Civil Action No.: 4:21-CV-01310-O

Standardized Fund Accounting Report

Reporting Period: 10/1/2022 to 12/31/2022

Detail Subtotal Grand Total
18 No. of Claims

18a
the number of claims received from investors during this 
reporting period

18b
the number of claims received from investors as a result of all 
orders since the inception of the Fund

19 No. of Claimants/Investors

19a
the number of claimants/investors receiving distributions during 
the reporting period

19b
the number of claimants/investors receiving distributions 
pursuant to all orders of distribution since the inception of the 
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EXHIBIT B
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS  

FORT WORTH DIVISION  
 

UNITED STATES SECURITIES 
AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION,   
    
                         Plaintiff,     
     

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

 

                                       v. §    
 §  
THE HEARTLAND GROUP VENTURES, LLC; 
HEARTLAND PRODUCTION AND RECOVERY 
LLC; HEARTLAND PRODUCTION AND 
RECOVERY FUND LLC; HEARTLAND 
PRODUCTION AND RECOVERY FUND II LLC; 
THE HEARTLAND GROUP FUND III, LLC; 
HEARTLAND DRILLING FUND I, LP; CARSON 
OIL FIELD DEVELOPMENT FUND II, LP; 
ALTERNATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS, LLC; 
ARCOOIL CORP.; BARRON PETROLEUM 
LLC; JAMES IKEY; JOHN MURATORE; 
THOMAS BRAD PEARSEY; MANJIT SINGH 
(AKA ROGER) SAHOTA; and RUSTIN 
BRUNSON, 
 
                         Defendants, 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No. 4-21CV-1310-O-BP 
 
 
 

 §  
                                       and §  
 §  
DODSON PRAIRIE OIL & GAS LLC; PANTHER 
CITY ENERGY LLC; MURATORE FINANCIAL 
SERVICES, INC.; BRIDY IKEY; ENCYPHER 
BASTION, LLC; IGROUP ENTERPRISES LLC; 
HARPRIT SAHOTA; MONROSE SAHOTA; 
SUNNY SAHOTA; BARRON ENERGY 
CORPORATION; DALLAS RESOURCES INC.; 
LEADING EDGE ENERGY, LLC; SAHOTA 
CAPITAL LLC; and 1178137 B.C. LTD., 
 
                         Relief Defendants. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
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ORDER APPROVING RECEIVERôS FEE APPLICATION FOR SERVICES 
PERFORMED BETWEEN OCTOBER 1, 2022, AND DECEMBER 31, 2022 

Before the Court is the Fee Application for Services Performed Between October 1, 2022, 

and December 31, 2022 (the ñApplicationò),1 filed by Deborah D. Williamson, Court-appointed 

Receiver in the Case, pursuant to the Courtôs Order Appointing Receiver, entered on December 2, 

2021, in this Case, requesting approval and authorization of fees and expenses incurred by Deborah 

D. Williamson, as Receiver; Dykema Gossett PLLC (ñDykemaò); the Law Offices of 

Romero | Kozub (ñRomeroò); Law Practice of Darrell R. Jones, PLLC (ñJonesò); BDO USA, LLP 

(ñBDOò); Vicki Palmour Consulting, LLC (ñPalmourò); and Ahuja & Clark, PLLC (ñAhujaò), 

during the Application Period.  Upon consideration of the Application, the Court finds that: (i) it 

has subject matter jurisdiction over the Application; (ii) it has personal jurisdiction over the 

Receivership Parties; (iii) the Receiver, Dykema, Romero, Jones, BDO, Palmour, and Ahuja have 

provided reasonable services at reasonable rates that have benefitted the Receivership Estates 

during the Application Period; (iv) the relief requested in the Application is in the best interests of 

the Receivership Estates and all parties-in-interest thereof; (v) proper and adequate notice of the 

Application has been given and that no other or further notice is necessary; and (vi) the deadline 

for filing objections to the Application has expired and no objection to the Application was filed 

with this Court; accordingly, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED THAT:  

1. The Application is APPROVED to the extent set forth herein. 

2. The Receiverôs fees incurring during the Application Period are approved on an 

interim basis and allowed in the amount of $113,400.00. 

 

1 Capitalized terms used herein but not otherwise defined shall have the meaning ascribed in the Application. 
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3. Dykemaôs fees incurred during the Application Period are approved on an interim 

basis and allowed in the amount of $145,813.60. 

4. Romeroôs fees incurred during the Application Period are approved on an interim 

basis and allowed in the amount of $2,677.50. 

5. Jonesôs fees incurred during the Application Period are approved on an interim 

basis and allowed in the amount of $46,735.00. 

6. Palmourôs fees incurred during the Application Period are approved on an interim 

basis and allowed in the amount of $10,210.00. 

7. Ahujaôs fees incurred during the Application Period are approved on an interim 

basis and allowed in the amount of $84,543.00. 

8. Dykemaôs expenses incurred during the Application Period in connection with 

services rendered on behalf of the Receiver are approved on an interim basis and allowed in the 

amount of $10,801.33. 

9. Jonesôs expenses incurred during the Application Period in connection with 

services rendered on behalf of the Receiver are approved on an interim basis and allowed in the 

amount of $171.32. 

10. BDOôs expenses incurred during the Application Period in connection with services 

rendered on behalf of the Receiver are approved on an interim basis and allowed in the amount of 

$1,890.02. 

11. Ahujaôs fees incurred during the Application Period in connection with services 

rendered on behalf of the Receiver are approved on an interim basis and allowed in the amount of 

$116.81. 
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12. The Receiver is hereby authorized to pay all outstanding fee and expense amounts 

approved herein for the Application Period to Dykema (inclusive of the Receiver), Romero, Jones, 

BDO, Palmour, and Ahuja from the available funds of the Receivership Estates. 

 

 SO ORDERED. 

 [_____________], 2023. 

 

       ________________________________ 
       HAL R. RAY, JR. 
       UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
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Prepared and submitted by: 
Deborah D. Williamson 
(Receiver) 

State Bar No. 21617500 
dwilliamson@dykema.com 
DYKEMA GOSSETT PLLC 

112 East Pecan Street, Suite 1800 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
Telephone: (210) 554-5500 
Facsimile: (210) 226-8395 
 

Jeffrey R. Fine 
(Lead Counsel) 

State Bar No. 07008410 
jfine@dykema.com 
DYKEMA GOSSETT PLLC 

1717 Main Street, Suite 4200 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
Telephone: (214) 462-6400 
Facsimile: (214) 462-6401 
 
and 
 
Rose L. Romero 
State Bar No. 17224700 
Rose.Romero@RomeroKozub.com 
LAW OFFICES OF ROMERO | KOZUB 

235 N.E. Loop 820, Suite 310 
Hurst, Texas 76053 
Telephone: (682) 267-1351 
  
and 
 
Darrell R. Jones 
State Bar No. 24029642 
drj@oilesquire.com 
LAW PRACTICE OF  

DARRELL R. JONES, PLLC 

5300 Memorial Drive, Suite 475 
Houston, Texas 77007 
Telephone: (832) 302-5373 
  
COUNSEL TO RECEIVER  
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EXHIBIT C 
 

Summary of Fees by Timekeeper 

 
Receiver 
 

TIMEKEEPER HOURS HOURLY RATE TOTAL FEES 

Deborah D. Williamson 168.00 hours $675.00 $113,400.001 
 
Dykema Gossett PLLC 2 
 

TIMEKEEPER TITLE HOURS 
HOURLY 

RATE 
TOTAL FEES 

Fine, Jeffrey R. Member 0.30 hours $675.00 $202.50 
Manning, Brandy R. Member 33.20 hours $675.00 $22,410.00 

Cumming, Michael G. Member 1.90 hours $648.00 $1,231.20 
Giltner, Teresa Member 19.80 hours $526.50 $10,424.70 

Behrends, Danielle Rushing Senior Attorney 284.50 hours $350.00 $99,575.00 
Weigel, Lisa Hendrix Associate 0.70 hours $350.00 $245.00 
Metz, Kelly Depew Associate 6.20 hours $346.50 $2,148.30 
Rahn, Alexandria R. Associate 4.20 hours $333.00 $1,398.60 

Dick, Theresa E. Paralegal 27.00 hours $256.50 $6,925.50 
Vasquez, Lauren M. Paralegal 3.70 hours $157.50 $582.75 
Flores, Victoria E. Paralegal 1.50 hours $157.50 $236.25 

Tubalinal, Lourdilynn H. Litigation Support 0.60 hours $319.50 $191.70 
Hayes, Maryellen Litigation Support 0.40 hours $211.50 $84.60 

 

 

1 The Receiverôs time entries include $2,902.50 that was not charged to the Estates; thus, it is not included in the total 
fees requested. 
2 Dykemaôs time entries include $4,625.20 that was not charged to the Estates; thus, it is not included in the total fees 
requested. 

Case 4:21-cv-01310-O-BP   Document 334   Filed 02/14/23    Page 45 of 174   PageID 7770



 

122686.000002  4856-5109-3837.5   

Law Offices of Romero | Kozub 
 

TIMEKEEPER HOURS HOURLY RATE TOTAL FEES 

Rose L. Romero 6.30 hours $425.00 $2,677.50 
 

Law Practice of Darrell R. Jones, PLLC 
 

TIMEKEEPER HOURS HOURLY RATE TOTAL FEES 

Darrell R. Jones 129.60 hours $325.00 $42,120.00 
Eric Hillerman 14.20 hours $325.00 $4,615.00 

 
Vicki Palmour Consulting, LLC  
 

TIMEKEEPER HOURS HOURLY RATE TOTAL FEES 

Palmour, Vicki  33.10 hours $100.00 $3,310.00 
Amburn, Amy  42.75 hours $100.00 $4,275.00 
Jobe, Tammy  7.00 hours $100.00 $700.00 
Gober, Tyna  6.75 hours $100.00 $675.00 

Riggins, Jennifer 10.5 hours $100.00 $1,050.00 
Roberts, Hope  2.00 hours $100.00 $200.00 

 
Ahuja & Clark, PLLC  
 

TIMEKEEPER HOURS HOURLY RATE TOTAL FEES 

Bremer, Carolyn 19.80 hours $325.00 $6,435.00 
Newton, Geneva 0.40 hours $120.00 $48.00 

Blevins, Jeanne-Marie 30.50 hours $120.00 $3,660.00 
Ahuja, Madhu 37.80 hours $325.00 $11,667.50 
Huser, Stacey 32.70 hours $250.00 $8,175.00 

Peterson, Dawn 3.20 hours $120.00 $384.00 
Shetty, Divya 16.20 hours $250.00 $4,375.00 

Kandy, Linu Dayaran 71.70 hours  $180.00 $13,198.50 
Cecil, Anthony 146.40 hours $250.00 $36,600.00 
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EXHIBIT D 
 

Summary of Fees by Task for All Matters 

 

Receiver 
 

Category Description Total Billable Amount Total Billable Time 
Case Administration $11,137.50 16.50 hours 
Asset Analysis and Recovery $270.00 0.40 hours 
Asset Disposition $62,640.00 92.80 hours 
Business Operations $18,022.50 26.70 hours 
Claims Administration and Objection $4,590.00 6.80 hours 
Status Reports $3,982.50 5.90 hours 
Litigation Consulting $1,620.00 2.40 hours 
Tax Issues $11,137.50 16.50 hours 

TOTAL  $113,400.00 168.00 hours 

 

Dykema Gossett PLLC 
 

Category Description Total Billable Amount Total Billable Time 
Case Administration $27,946.40 87.60 hours 
Asset Analysis and Recovery $3,990.00 11.40 hours 
Business Operations $30,975.00 88.50 hours 
Asset Disposition $64,611.30 147.60 hours 
Claims Administration and Objection $1,120.00 3.20 hours 
Data Analysis $200.85 0.60 hours 
Status Reports $2,965.10 10.50 hours 
Litigation Consulting $3,017.50 5.00 hours 
Tax Issues $10,987.45 30.60 hours 

TOTAL  $145,813.60 385.00 hours 

 
Law Offices of Romero | Kozub 
 

Category Description Total Billable Amount  Total Billable Time 
Asset Analysis and Recovery $212.50 0.50 hours 
Asset Disposition $340.00 0.80 hours 
Case Administration $2,125.00 5.00 hours 

TOTAL  $2,677.50 6.30 hours 
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Law Practice of Darrell R. Jones, PLLC 
 

Category Description Total Billable Amount  Total Billable Time 
Asset Disposition $32,142.50 98.90 hours 
Business Operations $10,205.00 31.40 hours 
Claims Administration and Objection $4,095.00 12.60 hours 
Status Reports $292.50 0.90 hours 

TOTAL  $46,735.00 143.80 hours 

 
Vicki Palmour Consulting, LLC  
 

Category Description Total Billable Amount  Total Billable Time 
Regulatory Work $5,810.00 58.10 hours 
Accounting Work $4,400.00 44.00 hours 

TOTAL  $10,210.00 102.10 hours 

 
Ahuja & Clark, PLLC  
 

Category Description Total Billable Amount  Total Billable Time 
Accounting/Auditing $6,425.00 25.70 
Tax Issues $34,191.00 157.40 
Forensic Accounting $43,927.00 175.60 

TOTAL  $84,543.00 358.70 hours 
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EXHIBIT E-1 
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Law Offices of Romero | Kozub 

235 N.E. Loop 820, Ste 105 
Fort Worth, Texas 76120 
682.267.1367 

Law Offices of Romero | Kozub 

 

Deborah D Williamson 

112 E. Pecan Street, Suite 1800 

San Antonio, TX 78205 

United States 

Balance Invoice # 

Invoice Date 

Payment Terms 

Due Date 

$2,677.50 

00161 

January 21, 2023 

SEC v. The Heartland Group Ventures, LLC, et al.  

Time Entries 

Date EE Activity Description Rate Hours Line Total 

10/17/2022 RR 
Asset Analysis & 

Recovery 

Review and analyze Motion for Approval of 

Farmout Agreement and to Extend Lease 
$425.00 0.5 $212.50 

11/21/2022 RR 
Case 

Administration 
Telephone call will D. Rushing $425.00 0.2 $85.00 

11/28/2022 RR 
Case 

Administration 

Telephone conference with D. Williamson, D. 

Rushing, and SEC attorneys J. Polish and S. 

Reinhart about status of Receivership issues 

$425.00 0.6 $255.00 

11/29/2022 RR 
Asset Disposition Review and analyze Motion to Abandon Palo Pinto 

Pipeline 
$425.00 0.8 $340.00 

11/30/2022 RR 
Case 

Administration 

Call with D. Rushing, D. Williamson, and SEC 

attorney, S. Reinhart regarding status of feeder 

funds 
$425.00 0.8 $340.00 

12/08/2022 RR Case Administration 
Attend hearing before Magistrate Judge Ray  

$425.00 0.7 $297.50 

12/19/2022 RR 
Case 

Administration 

Call with D. Rushing to prepare for hearing on 

December 21 
$425.00 0.2 $85.00 

12/21/2022 RR Case Administration 
Attend hearing before Magistrate Judge Ray; call 

with D. Williamson $425.00 0.6 $255.00 

12/21/2022 RR 
Case 

Administration 
Review and edit Receiver's Reply Brief (ECF 307) $425.00 1.1 $467.50 

12/30/2022 RR 
Case 

Administration 

Telephone call with D. Williamson and SEC attorney 

S. Reinhart regarding status of feeder fund 

investigation 

$425.00 0.8 $340.00 

 
Totals: 6.3 $2,677.50 
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Time Entry Sub-Total: 

Sub-Total: 

Total: 

Amount Paid: 

$2,677.50 

$2,677.50 

$2,677.50 
$0.00 

  

Balance Due: $2,677.50

 

 

Time Entry Sub-Total: $2,677.50 

Sub-Total: $2,677.50 

Total: $2,677.50 

Amount Paid: $0.00 

Balance Due: $2,677.50 
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EXHIBIT E-3
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330 North Wabash
Suite 3200
Chicago, IL 60611
Telephone: 312/856-9100
Fax: 312/856-1379

November 23, 2022

Heartland Group LLC
Deborah D. Williamson, Partner
C/o Dykema Gossett PLLC
112 E. Pecan Street, Suite 1800
San Antonio, TX 78205

Re: Heartland Group Receivership - Case No. 4-21 cv-1310-0 pending in Northern District of Texas, Fort Worth Division

For professional services rendered in October 2022

Account No. Invoice No. 001881736
1055286

Professional Fees:
Litigation Consulting: Hours Rate Total

Shirk, Eric 450.00$       -$                  
Total Hourly Services: 0.00 -$                  

UNITIZED SERVICES: QTY Rate Total
Media Storage 8.00 25.00$         200.00$           
Server-Based Data Storage 3146.00 0.50$           1,573.00$        
Total Unitized Services: 1,773.00$        

SALES TAX 117.02$           

INVOICE TOTAL 1,890.02$        

For billing inquiries, please contact Eric Shirk

INVOICE

This invoice was issued by BDO USA, LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and the U.S. member of BDO Internatioanl Limited, a UK company limited by 
guarantee.
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Re: Heartland Group Receivership

UNITIZED SERVICES:
Date Event Qty Rate Total Description

10/31/22 Original Media Storage 
(vault)

8.00 25.00$          200.00$           Media Storage - October 2022 
8 items in our secure vault

10/31/22 Server-based Data 
Storage

3146.00 0.50$            1,573.00$        Data stored on the Forensic Servers

1,773.00$        TOTAL UNITIZED SERVICES

CASH DISBURSEMENTS AND EXPENSES
Total for Disbursements and Expenses -$                 TOTAL EXPENSE

117.02$           Sales Tax

1,890.02$       TOTAL THIS INVOICE

2
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EXHIBIT E-5 
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