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Mathews 2021 V3 Bow  
in Realtree Edge Camo
The new Mathews V3, available in Realtree Edge camo, features a 

longer riser to axle-to-axle ratio than the VXR, a completely redesigned 
limb and limb cup, an all-new patent-pending Centerguard Cable 
Containment system and the new Nano 740 Damper.

Offered in 27 inches axle-to-axle for agility in tight spaces or 31 
inches axle-to-axle (pictured here) for stability, the V3 gives hunters a 
compact rig without compromising accuracy. Both share a 6-inch brace 
height and deliver speeds of up to 342 fps. The V3 27 weighs 4.29 pounds 
and has a draw-length range from 25-29.5 inches while the V3 31 weighs 
in at 4.50 pounds and has a draw-length range from 26-30.5 inches.

The new Centerguard system places the roller guard in the true 
center of the bow, resulting in optimal cam timing to maximize tunabil-
ity while also adding additional vane clearance. The all-new deflected 
limbs and past-parallel geometry, paired with a redesigned limb cup, cut 
weight while increasing performance and efficiency.

The new riser platform and limb geometry also increased cam effi-
ciencies and enhanced the effects of 3D damping for less noise and 
vibration. The V3 deploys the all-new Nano 740, which is calibrated and 
tuned to the specific harmonics of these models. This new extended 
position also provides added balance at full draw.

SwitchWeight Technology allows shooters to change peak draw 
length and draw weight in 5-pound increments via the cam’s module 
instead of changing limbs. Available in 60, 65, 70 and 75-pound peak 
weights, each set of mods is programmed for a smooth draw and maxi-
mum efficiency. Mods are available in 80 or 85 percent let-off for fur-
ther customization.

Introduced in 2020, the Silent Connect System (SCS) is compat-
ible with the V3. This optional kit enables hunters to attach Mathews’ 
Genuine bow rope and bow sling in the field quickly and silently. The V3 has an MSRP of $1,199. See more on the 
Mathews bow line at mathewsinc.com.

Bohning Pocket Quiver
The new Bohning Pocket Quiver provides a safe, secure 

way to carry arrows [tipped with field points or target points] 
that every archer can use, the company stated. Not only is the 
pocket quiver easy to carry; it stays attached, is easily stored 
and can be attached to a waist line, belt, pocket or pack strap. 
You can carry a dozen arrows of any diameter by having one 
in each of your back pockets.

Please visit bohning.com to see all Bohning products.

ShowcaSe
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Elite Ember Compound Bow
The Ember was introduced at the 

2020 ATA Show and was described as 
Elite’s entry into a different category 
of bows with increased adjustability, 
engineered from the ground up to 
fit almost every shooter. Its axle-
to-axle length is 31.25 inches, the 
brace height is 6.25 inches, the draw 
length ranges from 15-29 inches and 
the draw weight ranges from 10-60 
pounds. The speed can reach 310 
fps at the maximum draw-length/
draw-weight setting (this is not a 
true IBO measurement). The technol-
ogy includes the aluminum caged 
riser Elite is known for; stainless-steel 
cam bearings; machined-aluminum 
pockets, cams and mods; and limb 
stops for a solid back wall. In fact, the 
entire bow is aluminum, top-to-bot-
tom, and Vice President of Marketing 

Christian Costa said it will tune well and 
feel well for the shooter who prefers 
a short axle-to-axle bow. Out of the 
box, this split-limb model will ship with 
Vibex dampening blocks and Winner’s 
Choice strings.

Costa pointed out the low MSRP of 
$499.99 for a standalone bow is meant to 
appeal to a general audience. The Ember 
is also available in a kit that includes a 
CBE sight, quiver, stabilizer and full-cap-
ture rest for an MSRP of $599.99. Costa 
described the Ember as accessible for 
beginners and those looking to upgrade 
their shooting experience, then added 
that it is a suitable bow for “really any-
one.” For example, he described how the 
Ember can be handed to each member 
of a family as it is outgrown or replaced: 
husband, wife, young adult. You can see 
more on this model at elitearchery.com.

OMP Versa Cradle Micro Tune Bow Vise
October Mountain Products’ Versa Cradle Micro Tune bow vise was designed 

to increase the accuracy and efficiency of bow tuning. This bow vise was designed 
and is made in the USA.

The Micro Tune bow vise allows users a high level of tuning and adjustabil-
ity. Simply macro-adjust the bow into any position with the 360-degree 
locking-head ball design and cam-lock lever system. From there, micro-
adjustable thumb screws allow for advanced leveling of the first and 
second axis. The micro-tune bow vise can accommodate any style of bow, 
including compound bows, crossbows, longbows and recurves.

The 3.5-inch wide Santoprene nonmarring limb pads can accom-
modate new wide-limb bows as well as single or split limbs from older 
bow models. The vise allows for locking the bow in place at any angle, 
providing the greatest amount of flexibility and angling to quickly and 
effectively tune or adjust your bow setup.

The Versa-Cradle Micro-Tune Bow Vise retails for $359.99 and accom-
modates most bows and crossbows. All Versa Cradle models pair with 
the Versa Cradle Bow Stand (sold separately). When you are not able 
to bolt your bow vise in a fixed position, the Versa Cradle Bow Stand 
offers the flexibility to relocate your bow vise without screws, clamps or 
bolts. Mobile bow technicians can easily move or transport the bow vise 
in seconds.

For more information on the October Mountain Products Versa Cradle 
Micro Tune Bow Vise, visit octobermountainproducts.com.
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Obsession Evolution 6
The Evolution 6 features a 33-inch axle-to-axle length and a 6-inch 

brace height. The draw length ranges from 24.5-30 inches and the draw 
weight is available from a 40-pound peak weight to an 80-pound peak 
weight. The IBO speed rating reaches 338 fps with the 90-percent let-off 
module; Arcus Director of Product Development Mark Wenberg told us 
this is a high speed for that sort of module. In addition to the new cam 
system, the Evolution 6 features a sturdy one-piece limb pocket as well as 
a 3/8-inch stainless-steel rod that is situated through the pocket in order 
to support the limbs and make a stable platform. The limb-to-pocket-to-
riser alignment is very precise, Wenberg stated. The riser design on this 
bow features a cutout design built to stiffen the riser in key areas. The 
roller-guard system adds customization for the individual shooter’s style 
and makes tuning easier. Wenberg stated that Obsession did not sacrifice 
any of its trademark speed and quietness of the shot or smoothness of 
the draw in order to improve this model.

Visit obsessionbows.com to learn more.

Easton Deluxe Field Quiver
The Deluxe Field Quiver was designed for the advanced archer shop-

ping in the moderate price range. It adds an adjustable belt to a compres-
sion-molded quiver 
body. This quiver is 
designed to provide 
more of a custom 
fit from the get-go. 
This suits the needs 
of the advanced 
shooter who pre-
fers a quiver more 
closely fitted to them, 
Director of Product 
Development Clint Warner said. The belt is adjustable with 
hook-and-loop fastening and a T-style buckle to fit all waist 
sizes. There is a lot of space for gear in this model. The rear-fac-
ing compression-molded foam quiver body gives it a semi-rigid 
structure that eliminates the need for arrow separator tubes. 
Instead, arrow dividers can be added or removed with the use 
of screws to make up to four compartments in the quiet fleece-
lined interior. A bow-square slot and dual accessory attachment 
rings are also present. The fabric is high-denier woven polyester. 
The Deluxe is built more for competition than casual recreation. 
It is available in teal, silver, red, blue, purple or black for an MSRP 
of $102.99.

Visit eastonarchery.com for more information on 
this product.
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Hoyt Eclipse Women’s Bow in Realtree Edge Camo
At 3.7 pounds and 29 inches axle-

to-axle, the Hoyt Eclipse women’s bow 
(at left) in Realtree Edge camo offers 
all of the forgiveness and stability of a 
longer riser without the extra weight 
and yet the riser powered through 
Hoyt’s 1,500-dryfire test. The Eclipse 
also features silencing technology, 
including Limb Shox, Stealth Shot and 
Hoyt’s Shock Pods.

The slim and ergonomic X-ACT 
grip holds comfortable and steady 
for consistency shot after shot. The 
Eclipse is available in draw lengths 
from 23-1/2 to 28 inches and comes 
in two cam sizes with interchangeable 
modules. At 60 pounds and 28 inches, 
the Eclipse is rated at 314 feet per 
second. This bow is lean and agile. The 
riser is designed to incorporate the 
new Hoyt QAD Integrate MX Rest as 
well as an SL Sidebar Stabilizer Mount.

The Eclipse Cam has a smooth 
draw cycle and is optimized for shorter 
draw-length performance. This bow 
features a zero-tolerance pocket 
design and a thin and light TEC riser 
built to withstand brutal conditions.

See this bow at hoyt.com.

Galaxy Sage
Lancaster’s Dan Schuller said the Sage formerly from Samick Archery, is now a 

mainstay in the Galaxy brand: a 62-inch bow priced at $120 and available in weights 
from 20-55 pounds. The multicolored hardwood riser and hunting-style limbs 
appeal to many. “We sell a lot of these to youth archers and to bowhunters,” Schuller 
confirmed. The bow and replacement limbs are so affordable, “a lot of archers will 
start at a lower weight and slowly progress their way up.”

One of the few criticisms of the Sage is that the bracket-style limb pocket looks 
a little clunky. The Galaxy designers addressed that with the newer Sage Elite model, 
(shown at right), which uses a hidden pin along with the limb bolt to contain and 
align the limb. The Galaxy Sage Elite has a MAP of about $150 (limb and riser), about 
$30 more than the Galaxy Sage.

Get more information about the Galaxy and TradTech lines from Lancaster 
Archery online at galaxyarchery.com and lancasterarchery.com.
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Bear Status EKO
The EKO cam, which stands for “Equalized Kinetic Orientation,” allows 

bows to produce more than 80 percent let-off, as Director of Product 
Management Ryan Shutts informed us. This cam also allows you to customize 
the fit and feel of the bow that features it so that you can set the let-off in the 
same way that you might adjust draw length or draw weight. The EKO cam 
allows for four percentages of let-off: 75, 80, 85 and 90. No matter which set-
ting you choose, Shutts emphasized, the draw length will remain true. Shutts 
also informed us of the perfect cam synchronization the EKO system provides 
to help eliminate cam lean.

The EKO system can be found on the Status EKO, which was the flagship 
Legend Series bow for 2020. The Status EKO will reach speeds of 344 fps, 
featuring a 4.5-pound mass weight, a 6-inch brace height, a 33-inch axle-
to-axle length and a rotating mod that allows you to adjust the draw length 
from 26-30 inches. Two draw-weight ranges are available: 45-60 pounds and 
55-70 pounds. The draw weight is adjustable on the limb bolt. This bow also 
features Align Lok technology: a level integrated into the riser to assist with 
setup of a sight with a 2nd or 3rd axis or to keep the bow level to install a rest. 
The Status EKO also features Contraband strings: a Bear trademark crafted to 
match the quality of what you can get from premium string manufacturers, 
as Shutts told us. Contraband is made of BCY’s X99 string material with Halo 
serving. The Status EKO is an upper-end bow with a price point of $1,099.

More information can be seen at beararchery.com.

Trueflight Spiral-Wrap Flu-Flus
Flu-Flu arrows are a special breed designed for 

aerial shots at flying targets or gamebirds like wild 
pheasants. Traditionally, these arrows have been built 
with up to six long feather fletches that limit the range 
for safety and to help you find and retrieve your arrow.

Trueflight Manufacturing has a simpler, less expen-
sive way to build flu-flu arrows that is covered in some 
detail on the company’s website. It involves applying 
contact cement to the rear section of the shaft, allowing 
it to dry until tacky, then wrapping one or two full uncut 
feather fletches in a spiral pattern. Trueflight has been 
selling full-length feather fletch-
ing for decades to arrow builders 
that prefer to cut or burn their 
own fletching to shape. However, 
for the spiral flu-flu application, 
the company developed a modi-
fied version in which the tough 
quill of the feather is ground to a 

thinner profile, allowing you to spiral-wrap wood, alu-
minum or carbon shafts without cracking. Lighter than 
with a standard flu-flu fletching, Trueflight says, arrows 
prepared this way will travel straight and fast for about 
40 yards, then rapidly lose speed and parachute to the 
ground as the fletching stands more erect.

Ask your dealer for Trueflight Specially-Prepared 
Full Length For Spiral-Wrap Flu-Flus and find complete 
instructions and a helpful video on the company’s web-
site, trueflightfeathers.com.

            



45

Bowtech Revolt X
Marketing Programs Coordinator Amanda Riley discussed the Bowtech 

Revolt X with us. This bow makes use of Deadlock cam technology, which 
requires no bow press in order to adjust cam lean. DeadLock technology 
also delivers sturdiness and accuracy. A screw turn will put all of the energy 
behind the arrow by moving the cam left or right on the axle. Once you tune 
it and lock it, it will remain in place.

The Revolt X has a 33-inch axle-to-axle length meant for stability for lon-
ger shots. The brace height is 6.5 inches, the mass weight is 4.5 pounds and 
the speed rating is up to 340 fps. The draw length ranges from 26-31 inches 
and the draw weight can be set at 50, 60 or 70 pounds.

You can see more about these models at bowtecharchery.com.

WRI/Vista 
Cunningham 

Stealth Quiver
Made from genuine Buffalo hide, the 

Cunningham Stealth Quiver is a different kind of 
back quiver. The strap goes over the shoulder and 
the quiver angles back in a way that you can reach 
into the open slot in the side with your arm down 
low. Then you lift a shaft up a few inches and slide 
it out of the slot. Where a traditional back quiver 
requires you to reach up and behind you, then 
pull the shaft all the way out the quiver top, this 
“stealth” version requires much less in the way of 
game spooking motion.  You can see this quiver 
and many other choices at  lancasterarchery.com.

T.R.U. Ball Sweet Spot Pro Flex
Bringing T.R.U. Ball’s patented comfort Flex technology to its 

Sweet Spot release, the Sweet Spot Pro Flex allows the archer 
to move each finger location a total of 30 degrees for an exact, 
ergonomically-precise feel. Create a release with a flat finger 
bed, a swept-handle finger bed or your individual preference of 
anything in-between for a three- or four-finger handle configura-
tion. The SS Pro Flex features a solid brass body with quicksilver 
finish with thin, ergonomic finger placements. The SS Pro Flex 
provides precise back tension at any angle when activated. Push 
the activator lever forward to draw your bow safely and release 
the activator when you reach your anchor point and are ready to 
begin back tension and shoot.

See more at truball.com.
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Manufacturers of archery products aren’t just 
selling items. They also have an impact on the 
growth and steadiness of the very sport of 

archery, and how they approach their business affects 
the archery community as a whole. Spot-Hogg Archery 
is known for its bow sights but also provides a host of 
other accessories, such as rests and release aids. These 
products are built with durability in mind and backed 
by passionate customer service because good equip-
ment and a good experience mean a repeat archer. 
We caught up with Sales and Marketing Manager Kris 
Christensen to get the details on how exactly Spot-
Hogg implements these philosophies.

Before Spot-Hogg was a company by that name, it 
existed in the form of the brainchild of Steve and Gloria 
Johnson. Steve, an avid bowhunter and target archer 
who earned his living as a machinist, was used to tinker-
ing with his archery equipment in order to make it work 
more according to how he felt it should. Eventually, he 
decided he no longer wanted to adjust existing equip-
ment but manufacture his own. This led to the develop-
ment of the Cascade release through Steve’s company, 
Centerspot. Marketing company Golden Key Futura, 
upon seeing the release, approached Steve about cre-
ating arrow rests. Steve was able to design those rests 
and manufacture them for several years; Golden Key 
Futura distributed them.

Steve, a tinkerer by nature, eventually designed 
the Hogg-It bow sight: a hunting sight designed to 
have the accuracy of a target sight as well as extreme 
durability. Unlike most of its competitors at the time, 
the Hogg-It featured second- and third-axis leveling as 
well as a dovetail bar. Golden Key Futura turned down 
the design, thinking it too expensive and needlessly 
feature-laden for a hunting sight that was intended 
to sell in large quantities. Steve, passionate about the 
Hogg-It design, decided to take its production into his 
own hands by creating his own company to sell it as 
well as his other designs.

This led to the creation of Spot-Hogg. The name 
came from a particular experience Steve recalled of 
shooting at a field tournament, when he scored so well 
that his competitors jokingly accused him of “hogging 
the spot.” The ATA Show of 1998 was the first to see 
Spot-Hogg attend as a corporation; at that time, the 

only products it offered were the Hogg-It sight and the 
Hooter Shooter, which allowed the user to tune a bow 
without human interference as it held the bow and 
allowed you to draw it with a crank.

From there, Spot-Hogg grew, diversifying its prod-
uct line among sights, releases and rests. Most readers 
probably think of Spot-Hogg primarily as a bow sight 
manufacturer. Kris attributes this to how high the bar 
was set when Steve initially set out to design sights; he 
had to go above and beyond in order to make waves 
with a new product. Spot-Hogg sights are designed to 
be feature-heavy, with the higher-end models boasting 
a round housing, second/third-axis leveling and peep-
centering ability, as will be explained later on. These 
features are then trimmed off other models to create 
sights that will fit a variety of budgets.

While Steve is still the owner to this day, the busi-
ness is actively run by two of his sons, Cabe and Josh 
Johnson. Family has always been an important facet of 
the Spot-Hogg story; Steve introduced his sons to bow-
hunting as soon as they were old enough to be able to 
accompany him to the woods.

Left to right:  Cabe Johnson, Logan Johnson (Active 
Duty Military – Army), Gloria Johnson, Steve 
Johnson, Quinn Johnson and Josh Johnson. Steve 
and Gloria are retired. Quinn works in the machine 
shop. Cabe and Josh share daily responsibilities and 
are co-owners with their parents. Logan entered the 
Army right out of high school and hopes to come 
back to the family business after finishing up his 
military career.

By Rachel Givens

Behind the Brand: Spot-Hogg
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Kris, who granted this 
interview, was an acquain-
tance of Steve’s nephew and 
sons and eventually married 
Steve’s niece, making him 
part of this family as well. 
During his college years, he 
sought a part-time job; the 
Johnsons offered him an 
opportunity to work in the 
machine shop in 2000. From 
there, Kris worked his way up 
through several departments 
before he arrived at his cur-
rent position. Kris has also 
participated in the Johnsons’ 
hunting camp annually.

Bowhunting has formed 
the core of the Spot-Hogg 
business, though the target 
market is also an important 
part of its customer base. 
The philosophy behind the 
company is to provide the 
customer with equipment 
that the staff itself would use 
on hunting trips. After all, 
Kris told us, to give a person 
equipment that makes hunt-
ing easier and more fun is to 
promote the sport of bow-
hunting and foster an interest within that person.

Customer service naturally follows as a key compo-
nent of how the business is run. There is no automated 
phone tree; in fact, when we called to speak to Kris for 
this very article, the line was picked up by a receptionist 
after only a couple of rings and then transferred imme-
diately to Kris upon our request. Kris also emphasized 
that anyone who answers a phone will either be knowl-
edgeable enough to answer your questions about 
archery and Spot-Hogg products or be able to transfer 
you to a person who is.

Any staff member is able to talk to the end user at 
length about all things archery. No one in interior sales 
works on commission so there isn’t pressure to make a 
sale before you know the product is the right fit for the 
customer. If someone calls in with a question about a 
sight, Kris said, that might lead to a conversation that 
touches upon what makes a good arrow or other parts 
of the bow setup. It all goes back to helping people 

shoot better with their equipment so that they will stay 
with the sport they have fun with.

You can also see this philosophy come forth on 
the company website, where many learning resources 
are available for Spot-Hogg products, from an FAQ to 
videos. Kris explained to us the origins of this tradition. 
Back when the Hogg-It Sight was first invented, Steve 
began to create newsletters with archery tips and mail 
them out to interested consumers. These newsletters 
did not contain so much information exclusive to Spot-
Hogg products as they did general information and 
interesting facts that Steve had learned and wanted 
to pass on to others in the sport. Cabe then took up 
the newsletter in the format of a regular column in 
Petersen’s Bowhunting magazine; he still runs four 
articles in that publication annually. Spot-Hogg is in the 
process of tuning up a new website that will include a 
database of Steve’s old newsletters.

Product quality is another hallmark of the brand, 

The assembly room at Spot-Hogg’s facility. The Fast Eddie XL sight is built to 
be durable yet lightweight thanks to its aluminum alloy construction.
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particularly where durability is concerned. The tagline 
you will see prominently featured on the Spot-Hogg 
website is “World’s Toughest Archery Products.” Kris 
explained to us that Spot-Hogg makes the majority of 
its accessories out of 6061 aluminum: a strong, sturdy 
blend that is easily machinable and often seen in the 
airplane industry. Spot-Hogg products can sometimes 
be described as slightly heavy, as the company is not 
willing to sacrifice durability or pin-position consis-
tency in order to make lighter products. After all, Kris 
reminded us, a modern hunting bow can cost $1,000 or 
more. With an investment of that size in the bow, you 
need to know your accessories will work the way they 
are supposed to.

Spot-Hogg products are backed by a lifetime war-
ranty. As Kris explained, if it’s metal and it breaks, it 
will be fixed, repaired or replaced as needed. “They 
are built to take any type of abuse that you can dish 
out,” he said of the sights. The testing regimen is fairly 
intense; everything built at Spot-Hogg gets tested on 
the shooting setups of the staff before it is released to 
the public. Kris explained how “We try to abuse it on 
a ridiculous level” before fixing each product back up 
to working order to prove how much it takes to truly 
destroy a Spot-Hogg accessory. A company anecdote 
recalls how Josh once tested a sight by stomping on it 
with his foot; when it broke irreparably, the staff went 
back to redesign that sight from the ground up so such 
a result would not repeat. “We want our stuff to weather 
ridiculous events,” Kris emphasized. He then stated that 
testimonies have gotten back to Spot-Hogg reporting 
that its sights have lasted for decades.

The staff is at around 30 people, with all sorts of 
experience levels with the outdoors. Manufacturing, 
assembly and marketing are all done in-house. Due to 
the family aspect of the business, the staff is relatively 
close-knit. Kris estimated that one third of the staff 
is made up of employees who have been there since 
the company’s inception; many of them are friends or 
acquaintances of the Johnsons. Kris also emphasized 
that at Spot-Hogg, everyone plays a role that matters 
and is vauled.

Spot-Hogg has also had the opportunity to work 
with a wide variety of partners over the years who help 
promote the brand as influencers. Kris emphasized that 
no one partner is more important than any other and 
all are valued in the Spot-Hogg family.

The plant is located in Harrisburg, Oregon: a small 
town with around 3,000 residents. It is located to the 
north of Eugene and about an hour and a half south 

of the Portland metro area, meaning it is close to more 
heavily-populated areas of the state. Several qual-
ity archery ranges are located within an hour’s drive 
of Harrisburg, as well as clubs that offer 3D shoots. 
Hunting land accessibility is plentiful enough to keep 
interest up among the populace.

The Spot-Hogg building is divided in two segments 
on the ground floor. About two-thirds is dedicated to 
the machine shop, where all of the CNC mills are posi-
tioned and all accessories are manufactured. The rest of 
the ground floor is dedicated to assembly, packaging 
and shipping. Customer service and sales are located 
upstairs, along with an indoor shooting range.

At this time, the top-selling sight from Spot-Hogg 
is the Fast Eddie XL Double Pin. This adjustable hunting 
sight features two fibers in its single fixed pin, lead-
ing to the “Double Pin” technology name. No matter 
where your yardage dial is set, Kris explained, you can 
keep two known yardages in the Double Pin housing 
and dual indicator. This sight is also adjustable and its 
secondary aiming point allows you to better hone in 
on game that might move while you are sighting in on 
the animal’s vitals. The Fast Eddie XL Double Pin sight 
is situated on a dovetail bow mount that can be easily 
removed from the bow. This sight has dominated the 
sales of Spot-Hogg products for the last few years.

The top-selling hunting release from Spot-Hogg, 
on the other hand, is the open-jaw, hook-style Wiseguy, 
which was developed about a decade ago and has 
remained mostly the same since then. The ultra-fine 
precision trigger is very lightweight and doesn’t require 
much pressure to set it off. There is zero travel or creep. 
This year, the wrist-strap style Wiseguy has received 
a “cousin” in the form of the Tuff Guy release, which 
features the same trigger and adjustments but with a 
closed jaw.

Kris also noted that the company has seen growth 
in its handheld release sales over the last few years. 
While sights at Spot-Hogg are built with adjustability in 
mind, he said, handheld releases are kept simple: either 
three- or four-finger and open- or closed-jaw without 
many moving parts to keep track of. Kris described 
these as “set-it-and-forget-it” releases that perform con-
sistently from shot to shot.

Spot-Hogg’s arrow rest models contain some of 
the same designs that were first built through Golden 
Key Futura, including the Premiere and the Infinity. The 
company doesn’t currently build traditional drop-away 
hunting rests but rather focuses on the target market 
in this area. A more recent model of rest that has done 
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Top to bottom, left to right: 
Employee Owen Foust checks in on one of the new 
machines that has helped Spot-Hogg to speed up 
production.
Employee Melissa Blair is seen here getting prod-
ucts packaged and prepped for shipment.
The single-jaw Tuff Guy release is built to have 
adjustable trigger tension. This model features the 
BOA closure system for a secure fit.
Employee Marlena Bennett is busy processing the 
daily shipments.
See here how the Swap Edge rest pieces together for 
detachability.
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well is the Edge, which features micro-adjustable blade 
pitch. The Edge and the Infinity now have a Swap 
design, meaning you can mount a bar to your bow 
and then interchange multiple rest bodies, such as 
one set up for thin shafts and one set up for fat shafts. 
Just set one up, adjust it, remove it and then place the 
next there.

As you can see, Spot-Hogg has plenty of signature 
technologies in its deck. Kris explained that the goal is 
never to make something “gimmicky”; if a new feature 
doesn’t solve a problem or help an archer improve, it 
isn’t something the company invests in. One feature 
that has been a success for Spot-Hogg is the Multi-
Ring Technology (MRT), which Kris admitted may look 
obnoxious at first owing to its size and brightness. 
However, it is built to center the housing of the sight 
within the peep very accurately, easily and quickly. 
Over time, as the lighting changes throughout a day of 
hunting, the view through your peep will change. For 
instance, it will look more restricted in bright light, mak-
ing the peep seem smaller. However, in lower light or 
shade, the view will look bigger. This can affect the way 
your housing looks as light fades. The MRT offers you 
different sizes of housing so that you can see a bright, 
contrasting ring to align your peep at any time of day, 
promoting shot consistency.

 New features and product innovations are built 
through a holistic collection of knowledge of industry 
niches, past designs that can be improved, customer 
feedback and pro staff suggestions. Spot-Hogg takes all 
of this data and compares it to what will make the most 
sense for the current market, evaluating how univer-
sally wanted an innovation is and if the company can 
excel at making it, as Kris put it.

One more product category that is not as well-
known at Spot-Hogg is the Safari Targets with 2D 
animal images printed on them. Kris described this as 
more of a side project that was born of convenience. 
A local archery club, Cascadian Bowman, holds a shoot 
every July: the Cascadian Safari, which mimics the giant 
Redding Shoot that has long been held in northern 
California. For years, the club would hand-paint animals 
on cardboard for use in this shoot. Spot-Hogg volun-
teered to help create these targets, but after so much 
time was spent on that project, the company saw a 
more efficient way to generate that many targets: by 
printing them. Once the staff had purchased a printer 
and begun to provide targets for Cascadian Bowman, 
the Johnsons figured they might as well sell the targets 
to other organizations for extra profit. Kris said that 

many target shoots across the U.S. incorporate Spot-
Hogg’s Safari line.

The subject on everyone’s mind in the archery 
industry is, of course, the COVID-19 pandemic and how 
it has affected business. Kris related that March was a 
rather worrisome time that saw layoffs and mandatory 
archery shop closures affecting Spot-Hogg sales. The 
company stored up its inventory and held out to see 
what would happen next. April remained slow and May 
began to return to normal in terms of sales, but June 
business boomed. Spot-Hogg found the need to be 
fully staffed and running by June 1. Now, 2020 has been 
the year of the best sales the company has had, repeat-
edly depleting its inventory.

Kris attributed the high sales to the pandemic, 
which left many recreational outlets shut down. He 
also noted that other outdoor industries had seen 
similar influxes of profit. With many daily responsibili-
ties removed and urban activities shut down, “People 
flooded to the outdoors,” Kris said. He noted that when 
he hunted this year, he observed more in the woods 
than ever before. Many states even sold out of tags. Kris 
hopes that once the pandemic lifts, this experience will 
have rekindled or started a flame of passion for archery 
and bowhunting in the people who turned to it in these 
times, allowing the industry to grow.

That is why he looks forward to 2021. While we 
couldn’t get any hints on what might be coming from 
Spot-Hogg just yet, Kris did advise us to keep our eyes 
open. He noted that the company has product in pro 
shops in every state of the U.S., and every year, it gets a 
little more sales coverage further east, north and south. 
Knowing the bowhunter demographic, Kris is confident 
there is still more of a market that can be reached by 
Spot-Hogg.

He also stated that the accessibility of product 
reviews and opinions via social media has helped 
the business. In the past, it wasn’t as easy to instantly 
know others’ experiences with a particular product. 
Nowadays, online archery communities can easily talk 
up the benefits of the Spot-Hogg lineup and steer 
more customers in that direction. This educates bow-
hunters in general and gives them a clear idea of what 
they want.

Kris is confident that the first quarter of 2021 will be 
a busy time for Spot-Hogg; the second quarter is what 
will prove the test of time. Spot-Hogg is planning for 
growth and to move forward.
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Top to bottom, left to right: 
The light, adjustable trigger of the Wiseguy has a 
forward design to improve draw length and speed. 
While this model features a buckle closure, the 
Wiseguy is also available with the BOA closure.
Employee Bryce Pick checks parts off a new run to 
make sure the tolerances are correct.
Employee Linda Briggs prepares another ship-
ment to head out the door to one of of Spot-Hogg’s 
patiently waiting customers.
The micro-adjustable Swap Edge target rest fea-
tures a quick-detach feature, allowing you to switch 
between different rest bodies.
The Grinder is shown with the MRT system.
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The Easton Foundations’ Gator Cup, hosted by the 
Easton Newberry Archery Center, marks the final stop 
on the 2020 USAT Qualifier Series tour. Wrapping a long 
season of intense competition, the hundreds of archers 
competing mark the largest event of the year as archers 
embrace enhanced safety protocols and social-distanc-
ing practices to ensure a successful event.

The competition opened on November 6th with a 
72-arrow qualification round for the senior and masters 
archers. While archers faced great challenges in the 
2020 archery season, some of November 6’s competi-
tion leaders talked about finishing the year on a high 
note at the Gator Cup.

Mackenzie Brown, who topped the recurve senior 
women’s division, shared, “This year has had its chal-
lenges for lots of different reasons: COVID-19 being a 
big one but also dealing with the postponement of the 
[Tokyo Olympic] Games. I really struggled with that at 
first but I think that it has actually been a blessing in dis-
guise because I’ve worked a lot on my confidence and 
building up to compete well next year at the Games.”

On that day’s competition, Brown said the wind 
posed its own challenges but that “the practice and 
the mental headspace I’ve been in have been helpful in 
getting me to where I finished today.”

On the recurve men’s field, Olympic hope-
ful Joonsuh Oh has also benefitted from 
the extra year of preparation for the Games. 
Coming off a silver finish at the U.S. Open and 
a month of training with the Resident Athlete 
Program, Oh took a commanding lead in 
qualification, finishing with a 670: 12 points 
clear of the rest of the field. “It was an exciting 
day,” Oh said. “I did better than I expected at 
Nationals and so I was hoping to do well here 
too. After day one, I think my hard work the 
past few months has really paid off.”

Oh shared that in addition to increased 
arrow count, his training has included study-
ing his competition; “Now that I’m shooting 
against the big guys like Brady [Ellison], Jack 
[Williams], Matt Requa, I start looking back 
and reviewing what they’ve done and try to 
put that into my own training.”

Para World Champion Ben Thompson also 

had much to celebrate that day: the 10th anniversary 
of his motorcycle accident and the compound open 
men’s top qualification score of 681. Thompson also has 
Tokyo in his sights for next summer and has embraced 
this year’s challenges; “2020 has been a crazy year for 
everyone, I think, but this is a nice way to end the year. 
To actually shoot on the anniversary of my accident is 
nice; it’s a day with some meaning and it’s nice to be out 
here shooting with archery friends.”

In the compound senior competition, Dave Cousins 
and Denmark’s Tanja Jensen topped qualification with 
699 and 692 respectively. The compound men’s compe-
tition saw several top nationally-ranked archers lower 
in the brackets and some dark-horse competitors rose 
as Jared Laux finished second with a 696, Indoor Final 
Champion Kyle Douglas was third with a 695 and 
Cole Frederick qualified fifth behind World Number 1 
Braden Gellenthien.

Jensen led the women’s field, finishing just ahead of 
Paige Pearce and Savannah Vanderwier.

In the masters events, Timothy Gillingham had 
another solid performance for the compound men with 
a division topping 688 while Melaine White made an 
appearance at the top of the bracket for the women with 

Written and Edited by Rachel Givens; contact her at rjgivens1@gmail.com.

Tim Gillingham (left) and Paralympic Champion Andre 
Shelby finish first and second in the Compound Master Men’s 
division at the Gator Cup.
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a 658. Ken Kronberg 
and Tatyana Muntyan 
also both had impres-
sive performances, 
coming in as the top 
seeds in the recurve 
divisions with 632 and 
605 respectively.

Kevin Mather and 
Emma Rose Ravish fin-
ished first for the para 
recurve open classes and Teresa Wallace came out 
on top of a competitive para compound open wom-
en’s field.

The Easton Newberry Archery Center hosted a 
beautiful competition morning at the final 2020 USAT 
Qualifier Series event of the season. On November 7, 
the youth archers took to the field for qualification, 
scoring 72 arrows in the sun.

Sawyer Sullivan topped the compound cadet men’s 
qualification: a competitive division in the race for USAT 
ranking points to make the national team next year. 
Sullivan shared, “I had fun shooting with new people 
on my bale today; there were a lot of new faces at this 
event, which is fun. The weather held out until the last 
few ends when the wind picked up, but it wasn’t too 
bad.” On the remainder of the competition and the end 
of the season, he added, “I feel pretty good; tomorrow, 
we’ll see, but I’m sitting good for USAT and I’m happy 
about being on the team next year.”

Sullivan’s 685 put him ahead of Charles Caldwell 
and Harrison Milne, who qualified second and third 
with 680 and 673 each. Makenna Proctor topped the 
compound cadet women’s qualification with a 670 over 
Brielle Ochnich and Briana Moore’s 666 and 664.

Elisa Keller was the dark horse for the compound 
junior women, outscoring frontrunner Kate Iodice by 
nearly 20 points with a 675. Matthew Russell and Seth 
Trahan led the compound junior men, scoring 683 and 
682 points each in a tight race.

SoCal Showdown standout Gabe Anderson had 
another strong showing today, leading the recurve 

junior men with a 637 and a wide margin over Adam 
Heidt and Mason Moxley. Isabella Frederick also had a 
clear path to the top of the recurve women’s ranking 
with a 642 over Gabrielle Sasai and Abigail Rutledge’s 
622 and 603 each.

Also continuing strong showings through this 
year’s USAT events, Dohyeon Kim, William Lee and 
Hanwul Lee finished as the top three recurve cadet 
men’s qualifiers in the most competitive division on the 
field, scoring 645, 636 and 634 respectively. Michelle 
Ahn just edged out Emma Kim with a 634 to Kim’s 633.

Ahn commented, “I know that for one of my rounds, 
I shot really poorly, and I know that set me back a lot 
after shooting a 60, but I’m really glad I was able to pull 
through. Having my coach behind me, telling me every-
thing was fine and being there for me, really helped. I 
honestly didn’t think I was going to do as well as I did 
today and you never know what is going to happen in 
ORs [Olympic Rounds] but I’m excited and I’m ready.”

The 2020 United States Archery Team Qualifier 
Series drew to a close on November 8 with the conclu-
sion of the Gator Cup. Winds were brutal through elimi-
nation matches, causing some surprising upsets and 
interesting matches as some new faces made podium 
debuts and season strongholds earned critical ranking 
points to seal their spots on 2021 national teams.

Seniors and masters archers began matchplay 
the day before and concluded with head-to-head 
gold finals the morning of November 8. The com-
pound senior men’s division saw Jared Laux and Cole 
Frederick go head-to-head for gold, marking breakout 

From left to right, 
Coach Sungwoo Shin, 
Joonsuh oh, Jack 
Williams and national 
Assistant Head Coach 
Chris Webster on 
the finals field at the 
Gator Cup.
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performances for both archers. Frederick clinched the 
gold over Laux and Dave Cousins brought home the 
bronze over James Lutz.

Savannah Vanderwier won her first senior USAT 
champion title as well, topping the compound senior 
women’s podium over Denmark’s Tanja Jensen. Paige 
Pearce rounded out the podium, winning bronze. The 
three were also the top three qualifiers from Friday’s 
ranking round.

The recurve senior women saw a lot of changeups 
in the brackets through difficult matches, and eighth 
seed Catalina GNoriega climbed to face third-place 
qualifier Eliana Claps for gold. Claps took the gold and 
Casey Kaufhold claimed bronze over Erin Mickelberry. 
The four women are among the top archers compet-
ing for spots on the U.S. team for the Tokyo Games 
next summer.

Top recurve senior men’s qualifiers and Olympic 
hopefuls Joonsuh Oh and Jack Williams also made 
it to the gold final, where Williams seized victory 
over Oh. Caribbean archer Nicholas D’Amour finished 
with bronze.

In the masters competition, several para archers 
had standout performances as Paralympic Champion 
Andre Shelby gave Tim Gillingham a run for his money 
in the compound master men’s gold final and para 
team member Teresa Wallace won the women’s bronze. 
Keith Trail won the men’s bronze and Melaine White 
and Deanna Cronin topped the women’s podium, win-
ning gold and silver respectively.

Larry Anderson climbed from a ninth-place qualifi-
cation to win the recurve master men’s gold in a tight 
match against Stephen Vickers while fifth seed Guy 
Gerig finished with bronze. Tatyana Muntyan again 
dominated the recurve master women’s competi-
tion, cleaning a 6-0 gold victory over Melissa McAvoy. 
Kathryn Hawkins won bronze in a single arrow shoot off 
against Carolina Pria.

In that afternoon’s youth competition, the recurve 
junior men’s bracket filled out much as would have been 
expected from qualification; Gabe Anderson edged 
out Adam Heidt for gold and Carter Merchant won 
bronze over Mason Moxley. The women’s finals featured 
extremely close matches; Gabrielle Sasai claimed gold 
over Richelle Shim and Abigail Rutledge won a shoot 
off for bronze over top seed Isabella Frederick.

With tough winds creating bigger gaps in the 
compound matches, there were great shakeups in the 
brackets; third seed Austin Hall claimed the compound 
junior men’s gold over Number 5 Colton Gibbs while 
Seth Trahan outscored top seed Matthew Russell by 
12 points for bronze. Kate Iodice clinched the women’s 
gold in a shootoff over eighth seed Courtney Langley, 
and fifth seed Emily Armstrong won bronze in her USAT 
series debut.

The cadets again were the largest groups on the 
field, particularly in the competitive recurve brackets. 
The recurve cadet men saw a lot of top qualifiers exit 
early and it was eighth seed Andrew Yoo who claimed 
gold over Number 3 Hanwul Lee in a shootoff while 
10th seed Jonathan Jen edged out Number 12 Erick 
Macasaet for bronze. Eunice Choi, typically a strong 
competitor in the division, came back from a sixth-
place seed to win gold over eighth seed Cham Chung, 
and Number 7 Ailene Pak narrowly defeated 13th-seed 
Samantha Ensign for bronze.

The Roberts twins climbed the podium for the com-
pound cadet women; Allison Roberts went from sixth 
in qualification to a shootoff win for gold over Carson 
Krahe, and her sister Samantha Roberts clinched bronze.

Charles Caldwell earned the compound cadet 
men’s gold over Ryan Gunderson while William Fowler 
won bronze.

Complete results from these events are available 
on Between Ends (betweenends.com). Catch replays of 
the senior gold medal finals on USA Archery’s YouTube, 
check out the organization’s online photo gallery (usaa-
rchery.smugmug.com) and join the conversation with 
#GatorCup.

USA Archery

Savannah Vanderwier captures compound wom-
en’s gold at the Gator Cup.
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The Bay Path Archers in Southbridge, 
Massachusetts hosted joint ASA/S3DA quali-
fiers for the New England states of Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, New 
Hampshire and Maine. The first qualifier was 
held from July 18-19 and the second from 
August 15-16. Adults and youth archers from 
the New England area and nearby states came 
out to participate in these 3D shoots. Due to 
the pandemic, many events across the U.S. have 
been canceled for the year, but the host club 
(Bay Path Archers) worked extremely hard to 
make this event possible, as it knew everyone 
was itching to come out, sling some arrows and 
just experience some normalcy.

“We had a great time at the ASA/S3DA shoot 
at Bay Path Archers,” parent Tom McGovern 
stated. “Registration was set up to be COVID-
friendly, with the entrance at one end and exit at the 
other end. The host club did a great job of cutting 
new paths and setting up new shots. Everyone in our 
party had a great time and we are looking forward to 
next year.”

Michael Lucier, volunteer/S3DA coach, stated, “We 
found it most rewarding when we could see all of the 
parents with their kids laughing and enjoying this 

sport. You could see the passion in some of the youths’ 
eyes as they glowed with delight while talking about 
an awesome shot they had made or how much fun 
they had.”

S3DA Northeastern National Outreach Coordinator 
Bob Gattorna said, “I feel the beginning of S3DA in 
New England is off to a great start. Although no 
one was prepared for a pandemic, the two shoots 

we had were nothing short of amazing, 
with 100+ shooters for each event. With 
COVID guidelines in place, the course 
was slightly altered, along with some 
additional spacing. Everyone seemed to 
enjoy the format and we look forward to 
future S3DA events in New England.”

All youth participants received 
plaques and a majority of the youth was 
drawn for door prizes ranging from new 
bows to targets, releases, arrows, sights, 
gift certificates and discount coupons. 
The host club and volunteers would like 
to thank local archery shops and manu-
facturers who are sponsors and support-
ers of shoots in New England.

elementary open archer Zane Stevenson focuses in on a challeng-
ing uphill shot.

ezrie Zahlany, Julianne Belsky, Hannah Caouette and ethan 
McGovern prepare for some family-friendly 3D competition.
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After a safe and successful 
return to competition this fall, 
USA Archery is looking forward 
to a bright 2021 event season.

In October, USA Archery 
announced a new format for 
Indoor Nationals, in which 
State Championships will host 
local national events through-
out the country as archers com-
pete closer to home in smaller 
events. These events will be 
hosted between January and 
February. The top archers 
across all ages and locations 
will be invited to the annual 
elite Indoor Nationals Final 
spotlight shootdown on March 
20 in Salt Lake City, Utah.

The Arizona Cup will return to kick off the 2021 
USAT Event Series on April 9-11 in Phoenix and to host 
the first stage of the Paralympic Trials for archery and 
the first stage of the World Archery Championships – 
U.S. Team Trials for recurve and compound. The next 
week, in Chandler, Arizona, the third stage of the 
Olympic Trials for archery will narrow the field from the 
top 16 men and women to just eight.

The Gator Cup, May 7-9 in Newberry, Florida, which 
is preceded by the final stage of compound world 
team trials on May 6, will also host the second stage 
of Paralympic Trials and the recurve world team trials. 
It will be followed by the fourth and final nomination 
shoot for the 2020 U.S. Olympic Trials for Archery on 
May 10-11.

The third USAT event, the SoCal Showdown, will be 
from June 4-6 in Chula Vista, California, in a jam-packed 
competition week with the final recurve world team tri-
als on June 3, the final nomination shoot for the 2020 
U.S. Paralympic Trials for Archery and the Showdown 
and wrap-up on June 7. The U.S. Team Trials for the first-
ever Youth Pan American Games will also be contested 
on June 7.

The USAT season will wrap in Dublin, Ohio for the 

Buckeye Classic from August 6-8.
The 137th USA Archery Target Nationals and U.S. 

Open will return to Richmond, Virginia on August 
18-21 and the 2020 USA Archery JOAD Target Nationals 
will head once again to Decatur, Alabama from July 
7-11. USA Archery will also select a team for the World 
Archery Youth Championships from the U.S. Team Trials 
alongside the JOAD Target Nationals events.

Darrington, Washington will host the USA Archery 
Field Nationals from September 4-5.

For the Collegiate Archery Program, there are also 
many exciting opportunities for competition in 2021. 
USA Archery will continue to offer collegiate divisions 
at the Indoor Nationals events. Regional Target and 3D 
Championships will continue across the nation. The 
2021 USA Archery Collegiate Target Nationals will head 
to Richmond, Virginia from May 20-23 and also host the 
World University Games – U.S. Team Trials.

For more on National Events, visit usarchery.org.

2021 EvEntS SchEDulE
•	 USA Archery Indoor Nationals: January 1 – 

February 28 (various locations)
•	 USA Archery Indoor Nationals Final: March 20 

(Salt Lake City, Utah)

Trenton Cowles (left) and Josef Scarboro pose after the recurve men’s gold 
final at the 2020 SoCal Showdown.
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•	 Arizona Cup, 2020 U.S. Paralympic Trials 
– Archery, Stage 1 and 2021 World Archery 
Championships – U.S. Team Trials, stage 1 
(recurve and compound): April 9-11 (Phoenix, 
Arizona)

•	 2020 U.S. Olympic Trials – Archery, Stage 3: April 
13-16 (Chandler, Arizona)

•	 2021 World Archery Championships – U.S. Team 
Trials, stage 2 (compound): May 6 (Newberry, 
Florida)

•	 Gator Cup, 2020 U.S. Paralympic Trials – Archery, 
Stage 2 and 2021 World Archery Championships 
– U.S. Team Trials, stage 2 (recurve): May 7-9 
(Newberry, Florida)

•	 2020 U.S. Olympic Trials – Archery, Stage 4: May 
10-11 (Newberry, Florida)

•	 USA Archery Collegiate Target Nationals and 
World University Games – U.S. Team Trials: May 
20-23 (Richmond, Virginia)

•	 2021 World Archery Championships – U.S. Team 
Trials, stage 3 (recurve): June 3 (Chula Vista, 
California)

•	 SoCal Showdown: June 4-6 (Chula Vista, 
California)

•	 2020 U.S. Paralympic Trials – Archery, Stage 3 
and Youth Pan American Games – U.S. Team 

Trials: June 4-7 (Chula Vista, California)
•	 USA Archery JOAD Target Nationals & 2021 

World Archery Youth Championships – U.S. 
Team Trials: July 7-11 (Decatur, Alabama)

•	 Buckeye Classic: August 6-8 (Dublin, Ohio)
•	 137th USA Archery Target Nationals & U.S. 

Open: August 18-21 (Richmond, Virginia)
•	 USA Archery Field Nationals: September 4-5 

(Darrington, Washington)
•	 Dates/Locations TBA:
•	 2020 USA Archery Collegiate 3D Nationals
•	 2022 World Games – U.S. Team Trials, Recurve 

and Barebow
•	 2022 World Archery Para Championships – U.S. 

Team Trials
USA Archery

S3DA Advanced Instructor Trainers Stacy and Randy 
Groce from Richmond, Kentucky recently traveled to 
Wellsboro, Pennsylvania to host a Basic and Advanced 
Instructor Training Course at Moore’s Sports Center 
for new S3DA staff as well as others. The people in 
attendance included Northeastern National Outreach 
Coordinator Bob Gattorna, Pennsylvania S3DA State 
Coordinator Patricia Butts, Eric Broughton, Pete Slusser 
and Bob Lauffer, as well as newcomers Nate and 
Heather Keeney.

Advanced Instructor Certification went to Patricia 
Butts, Bob Lauffer, Pete Slusser and Eric Broughton 
while Basic Instructor Certification went to Nate and 
Heather Keeney.

The purpose of the Advanced and Basic Instructor 
Course is to familiarize candidates with S3DA’s back-
ground, structure and goals; introduce candidates to 
the paperwork and forms necessary to start an S3DA 
team; and provide candidates with an overview to 

S3DA training and competition opportunities. S3DA 
has recently published a brand-new Basic Instructor 
Course 6th Edition, which will be the new training 
course material going forward.

Gattorna said, “Stacy and Randy Groce were very 
informative and thorough in their training by providing 
everyone in attendance with instructor manuals and 
some hands-on training with various styles of equip-
ment. Participants learned about the steps involved 
in executing an archery shot and everyone had the 
opportunity to try it out. It was a great opportunity to 
meet and interact with the Pennsylvania S3DA state 
coordinator, Patricia Butts, and I look forward to work-
ing with her to continue the growth in Pennsylvania.”

Scholastic 3-D Archery offers Basic and Advanced 
Instructor Training Courses across the United States. 
Be sure to check out the S3DA Event Calendar at 
s3da.org/calendar for more information on training.
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Due to the impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic, many companies and 
organizations have been forced 
to re-evaluate how they do busi-
ness and innovate new ways to 
provide service to their customers. 
The National Archery in the Schools 
Program (NASP), an in-school train-
ing effort with millions of partic-
ipants, is no exception. Over the 
past several months, NASP has 
made significant changes to how 
educators are trained as well as 
new options for participation in 
archery competitions.

NASP’s safety record is attrib-
uted to the attention that is always 
given to safety as well as the stan-
dardized trainings it offers. NASP 
has three levels of instructors. Its 
challenge has been to maintain 
this same level of safety and stan-
dardization with its trainings while 
reducing the amount of contact that occurs during in-
person instruction.

Basic Archery Instructor (BAI) – presents NASP-style 
archery lessons to students in grades 4-12. Traditionally, 
the certification process required seven to eight hours 
of live training with an exam at the end of the day. 
While this live option continues, there is now an alter-
native to complete a three- to four-hour online class 
and online exam, then attend a four-hour “field day” to 
review and practice the skills learned during the online 
training. This is referred to as a “Hybrid BAI class.”

Basic Archery Instructor Trainer (BAIT) – trains 
the teacher to present NASP style archery lessons to 
their students. Traditionally, the certification process 
required a three-day training with an exam at the end 
of day two and a practical training new BAIs on day 
three. In addition to this traditional class, there is now 
an option to complete an online class and online exam. 
Most of this class is online, with a field day for review 
and competition of practical exercises.

Basic Archery Instructor Trainer Specialist (BAITS) 
– trains the trainer candidates. Traditionally, the certi-
fication process required a three-day training in which 
they were supervised training new BAIT candidates. 

There is now an additional training option in which 
the Specialist candidate may also save time and travel 
with online instruction followed by a field day to ensure 
their competence.

In addition to these new options for training instruc-
tions, there are also 100-percent online classes and 
exams available for re-certification, should a BAI/BAIT/
BAITS allow their certification to lapse. There is even a 
three- to four-hour online class that allows any BAI to 
voluntarily refresh their NASP training skills at any time 
they want to conduct a self-check.

A second issue that NASP needed to address was 
tournament participation. Each year, NASP hosts more 
than 1,100 Local, State and Nationals archery competi-
tions through its tournament site, nasptournaments.org. 
Most of these events are land-based (face-to-face) 
events. Roy Grimes, president of NASP, pointed out, 
“Recently, we learned from students that participation 
in the program helps 58 percent of them feel more 
connected to their school. A closer look reveals that 80 
percent of students who are able use their classroom 
lessons to actually compete in archery events feel more 
connected to their school and the educational process. 
Not only is competition fun but it helps NASP realize 

A Basic Archery instructor certification workshop where teachers are 
being taught by trainers how to make a string bow before they are 
taught to shoot actual bows and arrows.
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the academic achievement aspect of its mission.”
However, with travel and social-distancing restric-

tions in place due to COVID-19, many schools are 
finding it difficult, even illegal to participate in these 
face-to-face competitions. NASP scoring software has 
always had a face-to-face (live) option and a virtual 
(online) option. Coaches let NASP know that they 
wanted a “hybrid” option. This would allow a school to 
host a land-based competition and allow any school 
that is permitted to travel to shoot in-person while 
permitting a school that could not travel to participate 
from its own location. These virtual participants would 
record and submit their scores to the tournament 
host. The host could then combine those scores with 
the “onsite” scores to determine overall individual and 
team rankings.

An additional feature also facilitates hosting of 
smaller tournaments. In the past, the scoring software 

was designed to manage scores by using bubbled 
scorecards and expensive scanning machines. Some 
schools are unable to afford the purchase of a scan-
ner and therefore cannot use the scoring software. 
This new feature will allow those schools to enter the 
scores into a spreadsheet and enter results into the 
scoring program for ranking and uploading the results 
to the website.

Patrick O’Connell, NASP director of IT services, 
stated, “We are constantly working to make it easier 
to grow NASP while making sure that safety remains 
our number one priority. The online training features 
provide teachers who could not get away for a full day 
of travel and live training opportunity to bring NASP to 
their students. More teachers and more students result 
in continued expansion of the world’s largest youth 
archery program.”

Grimes again provided, “NASP is determined to 
exit this COVID ‘season’ stronger 
than it entered. Improving access 
to training and competition are 
important steps in that direction.” 
As time moves forward and things 
get “back to normal,” NASP will con-
tinue to look for other opportunities 
to use technology to keep introduc-
ing students to archery in a safe 
and fun way. For more information 
about the non-profit NASP, please 
visit naspschools.com.

A physical education class holding an in-school competition using new archery skills.

Here, some teachers are practicing their newly-learned “eleven Steps to 
Archery Success”: the process of shooting a bow.
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In March 2020, Scholastic 3-D Archery was set to 
host the fifth annual Indoor National Championship 
with record-shattering participation numbers when 
along came the coronavirus pandemic that sent shock-
waves around the world. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) recommended no gatherings of 
50 or more people and advised everyone to remain 
close to their home over the next eight weeks. While 
activities were limited to stop the spread of the virus, 
S3DA encouraged student members to remain active 
with contests, conservation activities, activity books, 
archery photo submissions and videos of archers prac-
ticing. The Scholastic 3-D Archery National Staff began 
working on a plan to postpone the Indoor National 
Championship and change the format to a “virtual” 
event that would allow states to conduct the national 
tournament in a smaller “mini-regional” type format, 

with archers competing at multiple locations across the 
United States.

On July 23-26, 2020, S3DA archers were given the 
opportunity to complete their required indoor rounds 
during the 3-D National Championship at the Laurel 
County Fairgrounds in London, Kentucky. Archers 
had the option to shoot the Virtual Indoor National 
Championship inside the Laurel County Farm Bureau 
Agriculture Building. With social-distancing mandates 
still in place, S3DA provided signage, issued guide-
lines and required masks for anyone within the facil-
ity except when archers were on the line. Registered 
archers who chose not to compete in London, Kentucky 
had the option to shoot in their home state under the 
discretion of the state’s guidelines. While archers shot 
at multiple locations, the format was the same as in 
years past, which is (NFAA) five-spot style, including 
30 arrows (six shooting ends of five arrows each), and 
archers had the option to choose to shoot a single-face 
target instead of a five-spot target. Participants also 
received a “Goody Bag” with many items from S3DA-
sponsoring organizations.

Dan Schroeder, Wisconsin S3DA state coordina-
tor, stated, “The archers, parents and coaches enjoyed 
the opportunity to compete but also just enjoyed the 
‘normalcy’ in their lives again. There did not seem to 
be much concern from the archers, as the staff at each 
venue did an awesome job of planning for social dis-
tancing and provided a safe and fun environment for 
all involved. Speaking for myself and the majority of the 
archers and families involved, I really hope we can get 
back to face-to-face competition as soon as possible.”

Although the event was altered, it was still a huge 
success, with more than half the number of registered 
archers (1,268) from 130+ clubs and teams from 17 
states participating in the competition.

Scholastic 3-D Archery would like to thank all the 
students, parents, coaches and volunteers who worked 
tirelessly to make this event happen. S3DA is extremely 
grateful for the willingness to do whatever was neces-
sary to allow the student archers of S3DA the opportu-
nity to compete.S3DA student archer Connor Bellile from Blazin 

Arrows in Kaukauna, Wisconsin gets a robin 
Hood.
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The Archery Shooters 
Association hosted the 2020 
USA Archery Collegiate 3D 
Nationals at the Graham 
Creek Interpretive Center 
on the weekend of October 
17. An annual favorite event 
welcomed archers from 16 
schools for a weekend of 
great competition.

Recurve, compound, 
barebow and bowhunting 
archers were able to com-
pete in individual, team and 
mixed-team events with 
safety precautions in place 
to adhere to local and state 
public health guidelines.

Johnnie Stinson, head 
coach at William Carey University, shared his students’ 
enthusiasm for the ability to compete at this weekend’s 
event: “We look forward to this event every year; as 
soon as school starts, we work up to this event and the 
archers are always really excited. You make so many 
friends in archery and it’s great to be able to see every-
one here.”

Liberty University Head Coach Ben Summers 

agreed; “It’s been amazing for all of our athletes and 
our school has been extremely supportive. It’s a really 
big deal for us and we don’t take it lightly that we’re 
able to be here.”

The University of the Cumberlands topped the com-
petition, bringing home the overall team gold. Lindsay 
Wilson College finished with silver and Emmanuel 
College won bronze.

Emmanuel College archer Rachel Reshonsky took 
gold for the recurve women’s individual competition 
for the third time in addition to winning gold for the 
team and mixed-team event. Reshonsky shared on 
social media, “I came to Collegiate 3D Nationals with 
a goal to shoot even (400). I am so happy and proud 
to say I shot 17 up, making my score a 417 (203/214). I 
had the top Olympic Recurve score including the men’s 
division. I cannot express how proud I am of myself. I 
ended yesterday and worked my way to first and never 
let it get to my head.”

Complete results from the competition can be 
found at asaarchery.com.

The university of the Cumberlands archery team poses after winning the over-
all team title at the uSA Archery 3D Collegiate nationals.

From left to right, Alex Zuleta Visser, rachel 
reshonsky and riley Marx on the recurve women’s 
podium.
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After a challenging year of tournament resched-
uling and some cancellations, the Archery Shooter’s 
Association was able to host its annual end-of-year 
culminating event, the ASA Classic, back where the 
season began: the Graham Creek Nature Preserve in 
Foley, Alabama. Archers enjoy Foley and the surround-
ing communities for the relaxing beach scenery, and 
many make a short family vacation out of the event, as 
there is fun to be had for all ages. When asked why she 
loves the Classic event, youth archer Delaynie Childers 
said, “It’s fun to see how much your hard work has paid 
off. I love attending the Classic and looking back on 
how far I’ve come since the beginning of the season. It 
was especially fun this year, coming back to where we 
started the season.”

Although Hurricane Laura threatened to crash the 
party, the show went on, with intermittent showers 
throughout the weekend. With the attendance severely 
curtailed due to COVID-19, along with the threatening 
weather threats and a later event date, 1,093 archers 
still traveled from all over the country to shoot for the 
prized Classic Champion position as well as Shooter of 
the Year titles. Due to the cancellation of two tourna-
ments, the Shooter of the Year award was comprised 
of two event scores plus the Classic for amateurs and 
three event scores plus the Classic for professionals.

The Pro-Perfecta program wrapped up at the Classic 
as well. Throughout the 2020 tournament series, thou-
sands of dollars in prizes were awarded to those who 
participated in guessing who would win the profes-
sional divisions. Many thanks to many industry-leading 

sponsors for making this program a huge success 
in 2020. The big winner was Michigan native Jamie 
Drouillard, who won a once-in-a-lifetime bowhunt with 
Team Realtree when his card was selected from all 
the cards that successfully picked all four winners at a 
Pro/Am throughout the season.

The Women’s Pro Class kicked off the shootdown 
in the Foley sports complex’s indoor facility. Sharon 
Wallace came from behind to claim shooter of the year 
honors and also took a commanding lead going into 
the shootdown, coming out on top of the podium. The 
senior pro division had Michael Braden able to claim 
the Classic championship and also Shooter of the Year 
honors. It was an impressive year of competition for 
Wallace and Braden, who each claimed both the Classic 
and Shooter of the Year titles. In the Known Pro division, 
Robert Householder clinched back-to-back Shooter of 
the Year honors. Householder was forced to hit a bonus 
ring on the last target to take the title. Going into the 
shootdown round, it came down to Householder and 
Kyle Douglas for the Classic Championship; after a 
dramatic final arrow, Douglas claimed the title over 
Householder. The Open Pro division had Dan McCarthy 
and Levi Morgan battling it out on the range for the 
Shooter of the Year title. McCarthy trailed in the race 
going into the final tournament; however, he closed 
the gap to just four points. In the process, McCarthy 
took the lead for the Classic Championship, going 
into the shootdown round with Morgan. Morgan won 
his 13th Shooter of the Year title and ended up fin-
ishing the Classic in second place, just two points 
behind McCarthy.

With only four events in 2020, archers were excited 
to see the new 2021 ASA Schedule and look forward to 
a full year of events.

•	 Feb 25-28 – Hoyt Pro/Am – Foley, Alabama
•	 Mar 25-28 – Elite Archery Pro/Am – Russell 

County, Alabama
•	 Apr 22-25 – Easton Southwest Shoot Out – 

Paris, Texas
•	 June 3-6 – T.R.U. Ball & Black Eagle Pro/Am – 

London, Kentucky
•	 June 24-27 – Mathews Pro/Am – Metropolis, 

Illinois
•	 Jul 29 – Aug 1 – McKenzie ASA Classic – Cullman, 

Alabama
arcHER

Amateur youth archer Delaynie Childers shared why 
she loves competing at ASA events.
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The Safari Club International Foundation (SCI) is a 
leader in protecting the freedom to hunt and in pro-
moting wildlife conservation worldwide. SCI is com-
posed of members that are dedicated to making a posi-
tive contribution to wildlife and ecosystems, adhering 
to game laws and assisting game and fish officers. S3DA 
has created partnerships with various organizations to 
teach members the same principles that the Safari Club 
International Foundation was founded on. Many S3DA 
student members are not only involved in archery but 
also participate in various outdoor sports, such as trap 
shooting, skeet shooting, bowfishing and hunting. 
Whether a student chooses to bowhunt or not, through 
S3DA, they learn about the North American Model of 
Wildlife Conservation and the important role bowhunt-
ers and bowhunting play in the preservation of our wild 
game animals.

Recently, S3DA had the opportunity to 
hold a drawing for a New Mexico Mule Deer 
Tag donated by the Safari Club International 
Foundation. Many applicants from across the 
United States applied for the chance to win 
this hunt and Morgan “Goose” Green from 
Sherwood Forest Archery in Greenwood, 
South Carolina was the lucky winner. When 
Morgan got the news that she had won, she 
was overjoyed, tearful and extremely thank-
ful for the opportunity.

Morgan and her father, Matthew, made 
all the preparations for this once-in-a-life-
time hunt and flew to New Mexico. They met 
with the guide, Brett Jensen, and set out to 
fulfill the mule deer tag. Morgan hunted new 
terrain, glassing lots of deer, coyotes and 
roadrunners as well as a javelina. She got 
close to a shot opportunity at the first light 
of day, but the mule deer quickly went out of 
range. After more spotting and stalking, she 
was in position to fulfill the tag.

Brett said, “I found this buck and we 
formulated a plan. With the assistance of 
Anthony Rodriguez, who came to help 
and spot for me while we made the stalk, 
we made it happen. Morgan finalized the 
trip with a beautiful 129-yard shot with 

her muzzleloader.”
Morgan said, “Last-day magic! I would like to thank 

S3DA, Safari Club International, Brett Jensen and my 
family for providing me the opportunity of a lifetime. 
This was truly one of the most humbling and amazing 
experiences of my life. I am blessed with the opportuni-
ties that I have in the outdoors and I want to show other 
young girls that we can do the same things the guys do 
but better.”

Morgan’s father Matthew stated, “This was the 
toughest hunting I have ever seen. Morgan and I have 
gained huge respect for the women and men that hunt 
this terrain all the time. It is frustrating to be able to 
see all the deer but not be able to get to them. We are 
thankful for our wonderful guide, this amazing oppor-
tunity and a successful harvest for Goose!”
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The United States Archery Team Qualifier Series 
kicked off its second event of the season under hot 
sun October 2, 2020. The winds picked up as qualifica-
tion carried on over the next two days but archers shot 
strong scores despite the challenges.

The score of 701 was the score to beat on the 
compound field. World Champion James Lutz topped 
the senior men’s ranking round while Denmark’s Tanja 
Jensen also topped the women’s field with a 701 of her 
own. Masters’ scoring leader Tim Gillingham was right 
in the mix with the seniors, posting a strong 699.

“Today started out good; the wind picked up and 
it got really confusing, but overall it went well,” Lutz 
shared. “It was a tough day and a grind for everyone, 
but I think the past week of NFAA tournaments in 
Yankton actually helped me because I felt way stronger 
in the wind than I usually do. At this tournament last 

year, when the wind picked up during matches, that’s 
when I went downhill, but I was able to hold pretty well 
today and stayed strong through every shot. I’m look-
ing forward to tomorrow.”

Alanna Dunaway led the compound master women 
with a 655 for a strong lead and Gabriel George led the 
para compound open men with a 601.

On the recurve field, Olympic Trials leaders Casey 
Kaufhold and Brady Ellison continued their dominant 
streaks this season. Ellison’s 678 put him 13 points clear 
of the rest of the field while Kaufhold’s 649 garnered 
her the top seed, headed into eliminations.

Kaufhold shared, “With the wind today, I was just 
trying to focus on having a good spot to aim. The wind 
changed a bit but it was mostly consistent, so I found 
my spot on the edge of the red and stayed there most 
of the time unless I saw the wind pick up or die down. It 

was a day where you had to pay a lot 
of attention to the weather.”

Tatyana Muntyan also continues 
to crush the recurve master wom-
en’s competition this season, post-
ing a 608 to qualify first alongside 
Brent Allen with a 629. Kevin Mather 
and Emma Rose Ravish were the 
top qualifiers for the para recurve 
open divisions.

The youth qualification line at 
the SoCal Showdown on the sec-
ond morning had beautiful weather. 
Skies were calm and sunny as a com-
petitive field of juniors and cadets 
shot strong.

The recurve field was stacked 
with tons of impressive talent. 
Buckeye Classic champion Doheyon 
Kim ran away with the cadet men’s 
qualification with a 659 and a 
16-point lead clear of the rest of the 
largest division in the event. Eunice 
Choi and Michelle Ahn, top archers 
from Virginia, both posted 647s as 
the top women’s scores.

The junior recurve brackets saw 
Tanja Jensen (left) and Braden Gellenthien pose together after winning 
the men’s and women’s compound gold finals.
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Washington archers Gabrielle Sasai and Gabe Anderson 
smoking top positions by more than 20 points each; 
Sasai scored a 622 while Anderson crushed a 328 in the 
second half to finish with 629.

Sawyer Sullivan and Harrison Milne pulled out 695s 
to top the compound cadet men’s field, which was 
tight in scores. Buckeye Classic silver medalist Makenzie 
Weatherspoon topped the women’s division with a 680 
for another strong start.

“The weather was so good,” Weatherspoon shared. 
“I feel like I could have done a lot better but I was just 
so happy I could be out here and be shooting. It’s hard 
when you’ve been stuck at home and can’t do fun 
things like this. For a long time there, and I know I’m 
not the only one who felt this, but it was mentally drain-
ing to go to practice for what felt like no reason. Now, 
looking back, I’m super glad that I could get out there 
and practice and it could help me build the confidence 
I needed to get out here and shoot well like I wanted to.”

Riley Green took top seed for the compound junior 
men with a 681 and a 19-point lead over second. Kate 
Iodice had the women’s pole with a 667 and a 10-count 
tiebreaker over Rachel Withers.

The second United States Archery Team Qualifier 
Event wrapped with head-to-head gold medal matches 
for the senior divisions that morning and youth match 
play through the early afternoon. Archers enjoyed the 
return to competition as the race for team selection 
points heated up.

The senior finals saw Braden Gellenthien and Tanja 
Jensen capture the gold. Denmark’s Jensen posted the 
highest qualification score of the entire weekend with 
a 701 and then smoked a 149-146 victory in the third 
day’s final over Paige Pearce to earn the big win. Toja 
Ellison finished with the bronze with a strong 148 over 
Cassidy Cox’s 144.

Gellenthien took on Tate Morgan for the compound 
men’s title, neither giving up a point until the fourth of 
five ends. Gellenthien closed out the round with a 149-
147 win while Paul Tedford claimed bronze 145-138 
over Alex Mueller.

Top qualifiers Mackenzie Brown and Casey Kaufhold 
dominated the recurve women’s competition all week-
end to face off for gold. Kaufhold emerged victorious in 
a 7-1 final. Erin Mickelberry clinched bronze in a tight 
6-4 final over up-and-coming talent Aileen Yu.

The recurve men’s bracket saw great upsets in 
matchplay and a young finals field with no archers over 
the age of 20. Eighteen-year-olds Trenton Cowles and 
Josef Scarboro shot for gold in a neck-and-neck match. 

The two split the first three sets and finally reached a 
single-arrow shootoff, where Scarboro took the win: his 
first senior USAT gold finish. Seth McWherter cleaned a 
6-0 bronze win over Andrew Park.

Stephen Vickers climbed a stiff recurve master 
men’s bracket on the second day, winning gold from 
a 7th-place seed in qualification over top scorer Brent 
Allen. Thomas Hardin headed home with bronze. 
Taytana Muntyan won gold in a shootoff with Melissa 
McAvoy while Lee Ford Faherty clinched bronze.

Tim Gillingham scored high to top qualification 
and finished with gold over Brian Cronin. Deanna 
Cronin also finished with silver behind the nation’s top 
compound master woman, Alanna Dunaway. Kenneth 
Brunko and Marsha Quan rounded out the compound 
master podiums with bronze finishes.

The recurve cadets, once again, had the largest 
competition field that weekend. Scores were super 
tight for the men and some close and exciting matches 
shook things up in the final day’s events. Seventh seed 
Hanwul Lee pulled out a 6-4 win over fifth seed William 
Lee in the gold final while top qualifier Doheyon Kim 
finished with bronze. Anessa Williams climbed from 
16th to finish with silver behind Michelle Ahn. Emma 
Kim claimed the women’s bronze.

Sawyer Sullivan qualified first in the compound 
cadet men’s events and claimed gold with a wide 
berth over Foster Jones and Isaac Sullivan. Mackenzie 
Weatherspoon, who also topped qualification, took her 
first USAT gold, climbing the women’s podium along-
side Amanda Branch and Rachel Smith.

The only shakeup among the four compound junior 
men competing was in the gold final, when second 
seed Elek Miller came back to win 144-142. Kolin Tersey 
finished with bronze. Second-seeded compound junior 
woman Rachel Withers also outscored top qualifier Kate 
Iodice for gold while Kinely Hetletved clinched bronze.

Isabella Frederick also reigned strong with a top-
qualifying score and a 6-0 gold win over Richelle Shim. 
Gabrielle Sasai took bronze. Gabe Anderson topped 
qualification and finished with gold over Benjamin Hur 
while Noah Cagle won out for bronze.

Complete results from the tournament and live 
scores throughout the weekend are available on 
Between Ends. Check out the online photo gallery at 
usarchery.org.

USA Archery
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Spectacular shooting took cen-
ter stage at the 2020 USA Archery 
Indoor Nationals Final on September 
27: the spotlight showdown for 
more than $70,000 in prize purses, 
with payouts to all places. After a 
six-month postponement following 
the global pandemic, the annual 
culminating event to USA Archery’s 
Indoor Nationals saw the top quali-
fiers across all age groups go head to 
head in individual match play with 
outstanding performances.

This has been a challenging 
season with event postponements 
and cancellations, especially on the 
international calendar, but with safe 
social distancing and additional pre-
cautions, archers have been excited 
to return to competition in recent 
weeks. In September, the NFAA 
hosted an extravaganza of compe-
titions packed into a few days in 
Yankton, South Dakota. USA Archery, 
which always planned to host the 
Indoor Nationals Final alongside its 
Indoor Nationals, joined in on the 
fun. Many archers who had been 
competing all week faced extreme 
fatigue while others had a surge of 
newfound motivation in the recent 
return to events.

For most archers, this is the first 
indoor event since the NFAA’s Vegas 
Shoot and the World Archery Indoor 
World Series Final in February, and 
it falls right in the middle of the 
current outdoor season. The equip-
ment changeup did not seem to 
faze Brady Ellison, Paige Pearce or 
Kyle Douglas. Pearce, who won both 
Vegas events alongside Ellison - who won the Vegas 
Shoot and took silver in the Final - and Vegas Champion 
Douglas reigned victorious in September 27’s events 
as well.

Pearce and World Number 1 Alexis Ruiz came in as 
the top two compound women’s qualifiers and both 
consistently matched each other in score with the 
highest wins on the field through the quarter- and 

From left to right, Brady ellison, judge Joleen Pietrzak and Jack 
Williams before the recurve men’s gold final.

From left to right: Brady ellison, Josef Scarboro, Matthew nofel, Glen 
Thomas, Jack Williams and Matt requa.
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semifinals. Head-to-head for 
gold, Pearce opened strong but 
dropped behind Ruiz with an 8 
in the second end. Coming down 
to the final end and a two-point 
swing, Pearce pulled back for a 
147-146 victory and her third 
consecutive Indoor Final title.

“Honestly, I felt like I shot so 
good out there; I just ran out of 
time on that shot,” Pearce com-
mented on her 8. “Then I pretty 
much had to shoot perfect 
through the end. This win means 
a lot to me; since this started, 
I haven’t lost this event yet, so 
when you go out there, that’s in 
your head. I executed my game 
plan really well, except for one 
arrow that I’m just glad I got off, 
but the rest was good.”

Three-time Olympian, World Champion, World 
Number 1 and World Record holder Ellison also came 
in as the top seed. Ellison, who is largely shooting the 
best he ever has, also made his third consecutive gold 
Final, this time against Jack Williams, who is also having 
a successful return to competition this year with a new 
junior world record and several senior podium finishes. 
The two split the first and fourth sets but Ellison was 
near perfect through the match, taking the win 6-2.

The 2019 Indoor Final silver medalist Glen Thomas 
pulled off the recurve men’s bronze win in a tight 6-4 
match against second seed Josef Scarboro.

For the compound men, World Number 1 Braden 
Gellenthien entered the competition as the top seed, 
having set a national record earlier this year at the 
qualifying Indoor Nationals event with the first perfect 
600. However, Gellenthien went out in the first round 
to eighth seed Steve Anderson 148-147 in a tight first-
round matchup. Third seed Dave Cousins also went out 
in the quarterfinals in an upset by Kris Schaff. Schaff 
and Anderson went on to round out the podium with 
Douglas, who shot lights out with a 149 semifinal and 
then a perfect 150 to seal the gold. Anderson took silver 
in the final with a 147 to Douglas’ 150 and Schaff won 
bronze 149-148 over Richard Jackson.

The barebow bracket, sponsored by Lancaster 
Archery Supply, also saw incredible shooting and sur-
prise upsets. In the semifinals, fifth seed John Winker 
overtook top qualifier John Demmer III 6-4 to shoot for 

gold against third seed Jarrett Kellan. The Kellan-Winker 
gold final had strong scores taking each of five sets. 
Winker never dropped below a 27 and came out ahead 
at 7-3 for the win.

For the recurve women, top seed Casey Kaufhold 
made her third consecutive gold final as well and 
reclaimed the title with a back-to-back victory. This year, 
she was shooting against 3rd-place qualifier Alyssa Artz 
from her home JOAD club, Lancaster Archery Academy. 
The 16-year-old Olympic hopeful and 15-year-old up-
and-comer had a great showing in the finals arena, 
with Kaufhold emerging victorious with strong scores. 
Four perfect sets of 30s in the semifinals against bronze 
finisher Molly Nugent put her in good stead for the 
gold, where she continued to dominate and come out 
ahead 6-2.

“I was happy to shoot against Alyssa because she’s 
been a friend of mine for so long and we’ve been on 
the team together forever, so it was definitely a good 
match,” Kaufhold shared. “I did feel bad about her last 
arrow; she ran out of time and that happens, but I just 
focused on my shot and it went all right.”

Complete results from the competition are available 
on Between Ends. Photos are available in USA Archery’s 
online photo gallery (usarchery.org), and video match 
replays, courtesy of Competition Archery Media, can be 
seen on USA Archery’s Facebook and YouTube.

USA Archery

Casey Kaufhold (left) and Alyssa Artz celebrate after the recurve women’s 
gold final.
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On Wednesday, October 28, the Pope & Young Club 
convened a Special Panel of Judges at the Cabela’s 
Store in Lehi, Utah for a potential P&Y World Record 
Velvet Non-Typical Mule Deer. Justin Gordon’s velvet 
mule deer scored 324-3/8 inches and is now the larg-
est bow-harvested Velvet Non-Typical Mule Deer in 
North America. This mule deer was shot in Colorado on 
September 2, 2018.

Measurers present at the Special Panel were Dallas 
Smith of Utah, Justin Spring of Montana, Dallas Leo 
of Utah and Roger Atwood of Idaho. Also present to 
oversee the Special Panel was Records Chairman Roy 
Grace of Arizona. With a final score of 324.375 inches, 
Gordon’s velvet non-typical mule deer was confirmed 
as the new P&Y World Record. This mule deer surpasses 
the previous largest Velvet Non-Typical Mule Deer 
in the records program taken by Jeff Cisneros with a 
score of 272.75 inches. The Pope & Young Club recently 
changed a policy that now allows velvet antlered spe-
cies to be eligible for world records status within their 
own velvet categories.

“To find an animal this rare in such a remote and 
beautiful setting can only be described as once-in-a 
lifetime,” Gordon said. “Five days into the 2018 archery 
season, the buck was first spotted by a friend with 
whom I shared base camp. The buck was a spooky deer, 
constantly on the move and rarely hanging around past 
predawn light. Several days after we initially spotted 

the buck, the deer actually presented an opportunity 
for a stalk. After a couple of hours on the stalk, I found 
myself inside 27 yards of the bedded buck. When he 
stood, he presented a steep quartering-away shot. The 
arrow was true and the buck died after a very short 
run downhill.”

“Upon viewing this Velvet Non-Typical Mule Deer, 
it was evident that this was a unique and tremendous 
animal,” Grace said. “Animals of this size and age are a 
true testament to the success of the North American 
Model of Wildlife Conservation and support all science-
based conservation programs across North America. 
Congratulations to Justin Gordon and the Colorado 
Division of Wildlife on this tremendous mule deer.”

This World Record Velvet Non-Typical Mule Deer 
has been entered into the 32nd recording period, 
representing entries accepted into the P&Y Records 
Program from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2020. 
At the close of every biennial recording period, numeri-
cal awards and honorable mentions are awarded to 
the most outstanding bow-harvested animals in each 
species category that have been entered during this 
two-year recording period. New World Records are veri-
fied and proclaimed and awards are presented to these 
outstanding animals during the Pope & Young Club’s 
Biennial Convention and Awards Banquet.

On that same day of October 28th, the Pope & 
Young Club also convened a Special Panel of Judges at 

the Cabela’s Store in Lehi, Utah 
for a potential P&Y World Record 
Velvet Typical Sitka Blacktail. 
Allen Bollen’s velvet blacktail 
scored 108.125 inches and is 
now the largest bow-harvested 
Velvet Typical Blacktail in North 
America. This blacktail deer was 
shot in Southeast Alaska.

Measurers present at the 
Special Panel were Smith, 
Spring, Leo and Roger Atwood 
of Idaho. Also present to oversee 
the Special Panel was Records 
Chairman Grace. With a final 
score of 108.125 inches, Bollen’s 
velvet typical blacktail deer was 
confirmed as the new P&Y World 
Record. This deer surpasses 

P&Y Certifies New Bowhunting Records

           



 

the previous largest Velvet Typical 
Blacktail Deer in the records pro-
gram by 2.625 inches.

“This was a self-guided DIY back-
packing hunt,” Bollen said. “Over 
three years, I’ve put in 36 days living 
out of a backpack, looking for giant 
stika deer.”

“This Sitka Blacktail is an incred-
ible animal that is obviously the 
result of sound, science-based 
game management from the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game cou-
pled with the continued support of 
sportsmen’s dollars, ensuring the 
future of Alaska wildlife,” Grace said. “Congratulations 
to Allen Bollen on taking such a mature and beautiful 
Sitka Blacktail Deer with a bow and arrow.”

This World Record Velvet Typical Sitka Blacktail has 
been entered into the 32nd recording period.

You can see these animals on display at the Pope 
and Young’s Biennial Awards Convention and Pope 
and Young’s 60th Anniversary in Reno, Nevada from 
April 14-17, 2021. One of the largest displays of North 

American bow-harvested big-game animals (velvet 
and hard-antlered) will be assembled for viewing. For 
Convention information, go to pope-young.org/con-
vention/default.asp.

A special thanks to the Cabela’s Store in Lehi, Utah 
for allowing the Pope and Young Club to conduct the 
Special Panels at its facility. Pope & Young says its part-
nership with Cabela’s has always been appreciated.
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Renee Griffith has been the North Carolina S3DA 
state coordinator since June of 2016. She has done an 
amazing job of dividing the state into regions, growing 
the coach and student memberships and providing 
tournaments across the state. North Carolina S3DA now 
has hundreds of active student members that compete 
in local, regional and state tournaments where they 
have made the podium and won more than $10 million 
in college scholarships in the past four years. As Griffith 
steps down from the state coordinator position to focus 
on increased responsibilities within her professional 
life, S3DA would like to thank her for all of her hard 
work and consistent efforts to build a strong founda-
tion, which will allow for a smooth transition to a new 
state coordinator. As Chris Poston assumes the role of 
new North Carolina S3DA state coordinator, he will con-
tinue to build on the program’s success.

Poston was born and raised in Shelby, North 
Carolina. After graduating high school, he went to work 
for the Shelby Fire Department, where he worked for 32 
years before retiring as Battalion Chief in 2015. Poston 
loves spending time in the outdoors with his wife Lorie 
and his daughter Olivia.

In 2014, Olivia expressed an interest in learning how 
to bowhunt and this began Poston’s journey in hunting 
and archery. In 2015, Olivia joined the Thunderbirds 
Archery Team at Pinnacle Classical Academy and that 

is where Poston was introduced to S3DA. As he and 
Olivia traveled to local shoots and then S3DA National 
events, Poston’s interest continued to grow, and before 
long, everyone in the family had a bow and started 
competing locally and following the Archery Shooter’s 
Association (ASA) circuit. Poston became a certified 
Basic S3DA Coach in 2016 and gained his Advanced cer-
tification in 2017. He joined the Thunderbirds coaching 
staff and began helping youth archers learn about the 
great outdoors and archery as a sport.

As the North Carolina S3DA state coordinator, 
Poston looks to continue to grow the student member-
ships as well as bring on new coaches and clubs across 
the state. He has reached out to the current NC Regional 
Coordinators to work on the 2020-2021 North Carolina 
S3DA event schedule and determine the needs that will 
allow the state to continue offering events with COVID-
19 guidelines and group limitations in place.

Poston’s long-term goal is to recruit a regional 
coordinator for each of the 10 regions in North Carolina 
and eventually establish new teams there. He said, “I 
would like to see coaching clinics offered in each region 
for those interested in becoming a coach. Archery is a 
sport that everyone can participate in, as my family is 
a testimony to that. I look forward to this new journey 
and the opportunity to work with youth, parents and 
coaches across the state.”

Amanda Adcock has been named as the S3DA Northeast Arkansas 
Regional Coordinator. As a Regional Coordinator, Adcock will oversee 
the development and operation of S3DA within the northeast region, 
including educating and recruiting parties interested in forming new 
S3DA teams, working with the state coordinator and, when possible, 
attending and assisting with National S3DA events. 

Adcock’s son, Gillen, started showing interest in archery and joined 
the local club Nock On Nea. Over time, Adcock became interested in 
shooting a bow and took the S3DA Basic Archery Instructor Training 
course to become a coach. Adcock stated, “My goal is reach out to the 
community and find youth and adults in my region interested in archery 
and educate them on what Arkansas S3DA is all about. I am going to 
visit schools that already offer archery programs to showcase how S3DA 
is the next step for competitive archery and possibly collegiate archery.”

Amanda Adcock with her son, Gillen.
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The United States Archery Team, “USAT,” consists of 
the best master, senior, para, junior and cadet archers in 
the country, selected based on performance in national 
and USAT series events over a yearlong season that 
travels the United States.

Making USAT is a tremendous accomplishment that 
reflects countless hours and arrows of practice, travel 
and competition. Athletes who compete on the USAT 
event circuit do an amazing balancing act of school, 
work, family, friends and countless other commitments. 
It takes a great amount of time, effort and personal sac-
rifice and the dedication required to reach this level of 
success is significant.

Beyond the prestige of making the USAT, archers 
earn the right to wear “USA” across their backs on a 
special team jersey and are provided discounts and 
products from generous USA Archery Sponsors.

The 2020 national event season weathered great 
challenges and uncertainty in the face of the global 
health pandemic. Events and club practices were can-
celed, postponed and rescheduled as the situation 
fluctuated across the nation.

To prioritize the health and safety of the archery 
community, USA Archery instituted enhanced safety 

protocols and worked closely with event organizers 
to ensure events met local and state public health 
guidelines. With input from the archery community, 
USA Archery Board of Directors and Advisory Councils, 
USA Archery also made changes to the USAT qualifi-
cation procedures and froze early 2021 international 
team selection so that no athlete would feel the need 
to compete this year if it was not in the best interest of 
themselves or their families.

For the senior recurve men, for the first time in a 
long time, a new name tops the rankings at the end 
of 2020; Jack Williams set a new world record in his 
first qualification round of the season and went on to 
win bronze at the U.S. Open and the champion title 
at the Buckeye Classic and Gator Cup. Casey Kaufhold 
retained her spot atop the senior recurve women’s 
rankings with the National Target Champion title and 
gold at the SoCal Showdown among other notable 
national performances.

Paige Pearce regained the number one spot for 
the compound senior women, with podium finishes at 
every national event this season, including gold at the 
Buckeye Classic. World Number 1 Braden Gellenthien 
held tightly to his top spot for the compound senior men 

among a competitive 
field of talent.

Isabella Frederick 
had a stellar season, 
coming out on top 
for the recurve junior 
women and making 
the finals for every 
USAT event, includ-
ing a gold finish at 
the SoCal Showdown 
and silver at the 
Buckeye Classic. 
Buckeye gold medal-
ist Carter Merchant, 
who also made 
the podium at the 
Gator Cup, tops the 
men’s rankings.

Kate Iodice also 
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had a command performance this season, earning a 
spot in the finals at all USAT events, which culminated 
in a gold win at the Gator Cup to rank first for the 
compound junior women. SoCal Showdown 4th-place 
finisher Chancelor Stonecipher is the sole archer nomi-
nated to the compound junior men’s USAT.

Amidst highly competitive recurve cadet fields at 
all events this year, Emma Kim came out ahead of the 
women with a strong scoring lead from gold at Buckeye 
Classic and silver at the SoCal Showdown. Doheyon 
Kim also finished first for the men, with notable finishes 
including gold at the Buckeye Classic and bronze at the 
SoCal Showdown.

For the compound cadets, Buckeye Classic gold 
medalist Cole Zeug topped the men’s rankings while 
Makenzie Weatherspoon ranked first for the women 
with a silver finish at Indoor Nationals and Buckeye 
Classic and gold at the SoCal Showdown.

With USA Archery Field and JOAD Target Nationals 
canceled for 2020, barebow youth rankings were frozen 
for the year and seniors and masters included 2019 
field nationals rankings in this year’s USAT qualifica-
tion. Jason Lintner and Melody Richards claimed the 

top-ranking spot for the seniors and Rick Stonebraker 
and Jenifer Stoner were the top-ranked barebow mas-
ters. Olivia Artz, Nathanael Cartwright and Margaret 
Baus top the 2021 youth barebow USATs.

With the changes for 2021, Para USAT rankings 
were frozen, so Emma Rose Ravish and Michael Lukow 
remain atop the recurve open rankings, Martha Chavez 
and Benjamin Thompson stay No. 1 for compound 
open and Lisa Coryell and Jason Tabansky are the top 
ranked W1 archers.

USA Archery congratulates our archers on another 
outstanding season, especially those who made the 
USAT selection. See the full 2021 USAT at usarchery.org.

Note: Based on current USAT rankings, athletes 
are eligible to be placed on USAT for 2021 pending 
verification of membership and additional require-
ments, including a signed athlete agreement, current 
Background Screen and SafeSport certification. The 
USAT will not be finalized until these criteria are veri-
fied; should any athletes fail to meet requirements, no 
other athletes will be named to the team in their place.

USA Archery

Scholastic 3-D Archery contin-
ues to exhibit substantial growth 
across the country and has recently 
named Patricia Butts as the new 
Pennsylvania state coordinator. As 
the state coordinator, Butts will 
oversee all aspects of the S3DA 
program in Pennsylvania, includ-
ing tournaments, training new 
coaches and dividing the state into 
regions that will allow S3DA partici-
pants multiple monthly competi-
tion venues as close as possible to 
their home location. Butts will also 
recruit and hire regional coordina-
tors to oversee and manage these individual regions.

Butts was born in Newton, Indiana. Throughout 
her life, Butts has traveled extensively, as she lived 
in Germany for three years and then returned to the 
United States, where she lived in various states before 
settling down in Pennsylvania. A friend introduced 
Butts to S3DA and after much discussion, Butts knew 
she was interested in the program and how it would be 

a perfect fit for the local recreation 
area. Butts said, “I enjoy working 
with children, and learning more 
about archery will help in teach-
ing hunter education skills across 
the state.”

Butts has established goals 
for Pennsylvania S3DA. Her short-
term goals include getting a 
Pennsylvania Board of Directors 
in place, dividing the state into 
five to six regions, providing train-
ing courses in established regions 
and starting more clubs. Her long-
term goal is to host events on 

the same date at different facilities in different regions 
across the state. 

Butts plans to achieve her goals by reaching out 
to the homeschool community, contacting various 
schools across the state and visiting archery shops to 
promote the growth of youth archery.

S3DA Names Pennsylvania State Coordinator

           




