
Dr. Enid Pinkney
Preservation leader Enid C. Pinkney has made it her life’s work to ensure 
that the role of African Americans in Miami’s history is acknowledged and 
preserved.  She was born in 1931 in Overtown to Lenora and Henry Curtis.1  
In the 1950s, her parents decided to move to Brownsville in order to get 
ahead of the Expressway construction planned for Overtown.  Her father 
worked for Mr. and Mrs. Albert Pick, a wealthy Miami Beach family, and he 
convinced them to donate money for the construction of Christian Hospital 
at 4700 NW 32 Avenue in 1960.2

Pinkney graduated from the all-black Booker T. Washington High School in 
Miami in 1949, receiving a B.A. from Talladega College in 1953 and an M.S. 
from Barry University in 1967.  She worked as a social worker from 1953 to 
1955, after which she worked in the Dade County Public School System until 
she retired as Assistant Principal at South Miami Middle School in 1991.  Her 
students credit her for her support in navigating the challenges of school 
integration.3  

She joined the Dade Heritage Trust historic preservation organization in the 
mid-1980s while Assistant Principal at South Miami Middle School. She was 
elected the first black president of the Trust in 1998. Pinkney is the founder 
of the African American Committee, which focuses on the contributions of 
blacks to the community. She has worked to preserve such historical sites 
as the landmark Hampton House, the Lemon City Cemetery, and the Miami 
Circle.  Dr. Pinkney has tirelessly advocated for the documentation and 
acknowledgement of Brownsville’s historic significance. 

Enid Pinkney continually encourages her neighbors and friends to appreciate 
their history and share it with others.  Dr. Pinkney brought attention to 
Brownsville’s history through a twelve-part series of televised interviews on 
Miami local channel 17, titled “Historical Perspectives on Brownsville,” which 
is still available today on YouTube.  In one interview she stated, “Unless we 
can harness some of this information that we are walking around with in our 
heads and unless we can record it somewhere, unless we can preserve it, 
how are we going to know?  How can we pass the information down, if we 
don’t share it?”4 

1		“Enid	C.	Pinkney”	The	History	Makers	Website,	c.2023	https://www.thehistorymakers.org/biography/enid-
c-pinkney-39  Accessed July 11, 2023.
2			 Historical	 Perspectives	 of	 Brownsville,	 Enid	 Pinkney	 interviews,	 1993	 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Bhso8_b_ARg		Accessed	April	3,	2022	
3		Conversation	with	Enid	Pinkney	and	Jacquetta	Colyer,	Brownsville	Community	Leaders	Meeting,	October	
2021,	Historic	Hampton	House.
4		Historical	Perspectives	of	Brownsville,	Enid	Pinkney	interviews,	1993,	1:18:30,		https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Bhso8_b_ARg		Accessed	April	3,	2022

“Dr. Pinkney challenged us 
and it didn’t matter if you 
were an A student or an 
F student, she challenged 
you.  By the time you left 
her class, I guarantee you, 
you weren’t just average, 
you were above average or 
an A student.  She didn’t 
accept anything less than 
she gave of herself.  She 
didn’t just preach it, but she 
walked the walk with us.”

Vickers,	Milton,	Oral	History	Interview	with	Zion	
Sealy,	 Florida	 International	 University,	 2020.	
Transcript	on	file	with	Plusurbia	Design.
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In 2001, Dr. Pinkney began her legacy project, advocating for the restoration 
of Brownsville’s Hampton House Hotel, the only remaining Green Book hotel 
in Miami-Dade County.  She served as the Founding President/CEO of The 
Historic Hampton House Community Trust, Inc.  Today, the Historic Hampton 
House is a thriving museum, cultural center, event space, and a destination 
for learning about Black history and culture in Miami-Dade County. 

Image. 2009 article featuring Dr. Enid Pinkney. (Source: The Miami Herald).

Image. Photograph of Dr Enid Pinkney 
with Mayor Suarez. (Source: The Miami 
Times).
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