
William and Martha Brown 
William and Martha Brown were Black farmers who owned at least sixty 
acres of farmland in Brownsville between about 1900 and 1921,1 in the area 
bounded by NW 27th Avenue, NW 46th Street, NW 31st Avenue, and NW 
50th Street.2  In 1916, they platted twenty acres of their farmland as Brown’s 
Subdivision, with small farming plots and home lots for Black property 
owners.3  Brown’s Subdivision became the namesake for the neighborhood, 
which was called Brown’s Sub by residents, and later evolved into the 
name Brownsville in the late 1930s with the creation of the Brownsville 
Improvement Association in 1938.

William and Martha Brown were born as slaves, around 1848 and 1852, 
respectively.  By the end of the Civil War, they were teenagers and became 
adults during the Reconstruction years of 1865-1877.  They arrived in Miami 
before 1900 and were established farmers in the Allapattah Prairie by that 
time, living alongside other Black and White farmers, most notably the 
German-born Fritz family who owned a large farm near NW 27th Avenue 
and NW 36th Street.4  

William and Martha Brown are notable for their economic success, having 
been born as slaves, and going on to own a large farm in Allapattah and 
becoming real estate developers.  William Brown is also notable for his civic 
involvement and his advocacy for his Black community.  He advocated for 
the first school for Black students in Allapattah in 1909 (the precursor to 
the Allapattah Colored School at 4801 NW 25th Avenue) and Dade County 
appointed him as the school supervisor.5  He was a registered voter between 
1870 and 1910, in spite of County-wide voter disenfranchisement in 1908.6   
In 1910, he bravely signed a petition support an Independent movement of 
the Lemon City Precinct, of which his farm was a part.  At that time, his 
name was removed from the petition by election officials on the grounds 
that he was a “negro.”7  

In 1916, William Brown continued to be politically active in an effort to improve 
the value of his real estate holdings, and was involved in a petition to improve 
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Dade County roads.8  In 1917, W.L. Brown was listed as a member of the 
Dade County Guard during World War I, alongside pioneers such as concrete 
block manufacturer C.J. Rose, tax assessor and Everglades developer J.F. 
Jaudon, State Senator F.M. Hudson, architect Walter de Garmo, and author 
Kirk Munroe.9  In 1918, W.L. Brown joined the patriotic effort of World War 
I by planting half a bushel of castor beans on approximately 7 acres of his 
property in order to provide castor oil as a much-needed lubricant oil for 
airplane machinery for the war.10  

William and Martha Brown sold most of their land holdings in Brownsville by 
1921, and moved to Okeelanta, near Lake Okeechobee, where he continued 
to work in real estate development.11 12 They later moved to Fort 
Lauderdale where they died in the late 1920s. They are buried in Lincoln 
Memorial Park Cemetery.
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Map signed by both W.L.Brown and 
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Image.1924 advertisement for 
Everglades land. (Source: The Miami 
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Image. 1909 article about Allapattah’s 
school where WL Brown was appointed 
supervisor by Dade County. (Source: The 
Miami News)
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