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On January 20, WRCL will host a free community concert featuring the CSO String Quintet. The concert begins at 7:00 PM. Enjoy bright music to light a dark winter's night and sip sophisticated beverages with tasty treats to warm your spirit. The String and Wind Quintets of the Chattanooga Symphony and Opera are composed of principal members from the orchestra and are some of the finest musicians in the area, performing and teaching regularly. 
On Saturday, January 29 Come to hear Warm Stories and enjoy Hot Cider . Storytelling for all ages and interests will begin at 3:00. Hot cider, gingerbread cookies, and other concession items will be available for purchase until 5:00.
The storytelling program “Warm Stories & Hot Cider” began over a decade ago when a member of the Cleveland Storytelling Guild suggested a mid-winter program to help chase away the winter doldrums. There are stories to warm the heart and hot cider to warm the body. Stories can range from traditional Appalachian stories, folk tales, personal stories, tall tales or even ballads. 
We cannot tell you for certain what will be told, but we can assure you that it will be entertaining, and the tales, proverbs and jokes will be family friendly. The stories will be presented in a “concert” setting. In fact, a storytelling program is called a “concert.”  It is also called an “olio” which means a medley, a hodgepodge, or a mixture of miscellaneous selections. Tellers will take turns in a round-robin type of program.
Featured storyteller, Judy Baker, won first place at the Kentucky Storytelling Association conference in November 2021. She says, “Story is important to our history and of course communication. Stories entertain, enlighten and delight. The art of the oral tradition is one of the oldest forms of art and can be practiced without aid of props or equipment. Even if the voice is silent, stories can, and are, still shared via sign language or even gestures and pictures. I once worked with a non-verbal student who developed and presented a story using pictures she had drawn.”
Next month, on February 26, we will hold a Liar’s Contest and a Kid’s Joke Telling Show at the Walden’s Ridge Civic League. The contest will be a juried competition. Storytellers will present their best short, funny, family-friendly story, and our panel of judges will decide the top three liars. The audience gets to vote on their favorite too. 

The WRCL board and new executive committee continue to work on designs for upgrading the concession area to meet demand and to make the facilities more useful in case our building is called on in a weather emergency. We are consulting with experts on techniques to make our basement area drier, safer, and more usable. The concrete block building previously known as the “Highway Patrol building” is well built and is an asset we expect to employ. The Women’s Building is under review for restoration, repurposing, or replacing as practical. These considerations are in contemplation of future needs and are in the investigation stage. 
Current financial conditions preclude action on these issues now, but we are looking ahead. We hope to prepare a request for assistance from the Town of Walden through the Walden Finance Committee. We are beginning to seek grants for help with replacing the deteriorating siding, among other things. Thank you for your interest in the Walden’s Ridge Civic League as it continues to rebuild after a long period of quiescence. We have come a long way and are optimistic about the future.
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