
 
 
Saturday, April 28, 2012 -  Well, with the close of their Prospect Camp this weekend, it appears 
as though two team leaders, the Raider’s Head Coach, Andy Williamson and the organization’s 
President/GM, Lorne "Ned "Sanders will be sleeping sound during the short off season.  
 
With a heavy presence of the City Champion Midget AAA "Hawks" in attendance, what became 
quite evident was the overwhelming desire for this community’s youth to not only play for, but 
as well the pride of simply being affiliated with the Raider Junior Hockey Club.   
 
Over the course of this year’s prospect camp, what proved to be very apparent was the 
outstanding quality and potential of the individuals that came out to strut their stuff during the 
two, 90 minute sessions held this past week.  Based on the camp’s overall tempo and the skill 
that these players demonstrated, there are a lot of great hockey players in this community.  
Raiders Assistant Coach, Gerard MacDonald, who was overheard commenting on the talent and 
the 3 – S’s (size, strength and skill) of the youth, felt that there were a number of players in the 
mix who, at 15 and 16 years of age, could come out and play for the team next year and 
significantly contribute!   But the MMJH has a minimum age requirement of 17 years and does 
not allow players to sign with teams until such a time.  MacDonald, however, was still 
noticeably impressed. 
 
And, while the Raider players and staff have earned a well-deserved summer break from the 

rink, not necessarily the same holds true for Ned Sanders. While planning a September training 

camp is just one in a long list of things on the off-season’s “To Do” list, he’s excited for the 

upcoming season and what is in store for this young, aggressive organization.  All the while 

realizing that rest is required, Sanders says his work is ongoing as he prepares to move forward.  

“There’s a lot that goes into growing, and maintaining an organization like this.  The on ice 

element is just one facet, perhaps the more perceived part of what it means to be a player with 

the Raiders.  But we’re about much more than playing hockey.  We’re about a strong 

community and having a strong presence within that community – and giving back to the 

community that made us the people we are today.  And seeing the turn out we had at our 

prospect camp and listening to the youth that came out, this community appreciates its Raiders 

and is proud of what the Raiders bring to their community – that sense of pride is what 

completes being a Raider today.  So, with that in mind, the work never ends “, says Sanders.  

“You snooze, you lose”!  And with an organization whose future looks this bright, we simply 

can’t afford to lose that momentum 


