HANDBOOK 2025-2026

Colossians 3:16

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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The Academy Purpose

Mission - The Academy is a Christian homeschool hybrid program dedicated to bolstering Christian
families by nurturing and educating their children while fostering within them a passion for learning,
putting others ahead of self, and glorifying God.

Vision - The Academy strives to create a Christ-centered community where students can be challenged
academically, build character and confidence, develop life-skills and deep friendships, and discover
their unique purpose and calling that extends far beyond their time at The Academy.

Philosophy - The Academy provides a learning environment supported by the families and
community, emphasizing the development of the student.

The Academy seeks to develop in each young person their God-given curiosity, a desire for learning,
confidence in the effort, and an understanding of honor and personal ethics. The Academy promotes
spiritual, intellectual, physical, and social growth. Through daily living, instruction, and fellowship,
The Academy aims to create an educational community which exemplifies Christian values and
demonstrates their implications for the individual and society.

Statement of Faith - Apostles” Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth;

and in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into Hell; the third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into Heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father almighty;

from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.

Amen
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Expectations of The Academy Student

Students are expected to:

have a positive attitude

follow classroom rules

be considerate and respectful

be prepared for class

work cooperatively with others
listen and follow directions
complete assigned tasks

take responsibility for their actions
take initiative in seeking help

By adhering to these expectations, the Academy expects that students will grow in their ability to think

critically, communicate clearly, collaborate, connect with others, adapt to change, and evaluate information

for relevance. It is also expected that students will grow in their understanding of who they are in Christ

and who Christ is in them.

Expectation of The Academy Parent

Our homeschool hybrid model requires strong involvement from parents outside of classroom hours. The
Academy is partnering with parents, and there is a responsibility for both to work together. Teachers will

provide instructions on what is needed for each at-home lesson, and the student will be required to
complete coursework at home.
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Discipline

Instructors and administration recognize that maintaining a well-disciplined classroom is key to
learning. Student behavior, attitude, and physical disposition should contribute positively to the
classroom environment.

To that end, students are expected to uphold The Academy at Chatsworth First Methodist Code of Conduct,
following:

The Academy Student Code of Conduct:

1. We cheerfully and promptly obey the authority under which we are placed.

2. We may appeal respectfully and courteously. We do not argue or negotiate.

3. We love and honor one another.

4. We give encouragement to each other.

5. We do not point out the shortcomings of others in order to build ourselves up.
6. We tell the truth.

7. We do not disrespect the classroom and teacher by passing notes or otherwise interrupting.
8. We do not spread rumors or gossip.

9. We will not make excuses for our wrong actions but will admit them.

10. We avoid cliques, clubs, or games that exclude others.

11. We offer forgiveness to others.

12. When others are sad, we comfort them.

13. When we have work to do, we do it without complaining.

14. If we make a mess, we clean it up.

15. We treat one another with respect and patience.

The Academy at Chatsworth First Methodist expects families to support the school’s cultural standards. We
expect the vast majority of real and potential discipline problems will be dealt with at the classroom level.
The specifics and nature of each incident and the individual personality of the student involved will be
considered. It is vital for parents and students to realize that maintaining an orderly atmosphere in the
school and the classroom is critical to the learning process; therefore, students are expected to uphold The
Academy Student Code of Conduct. Student behavior that negatively impacts The Academy or an enrolled
student through spreading gossip, bullying, threatening, or other forms of harassment, including all forms
of electronic communication, will result in disciplinary action.
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Dress Code

The purpose of the Academy Dress Code is to promote a positive, respectful, and safe learning environment
for all students. While we do not require uniforms, we do expect students to dress in a way that supports
their readiness to learn and does not disrupt the educational process. Pants, jeans, joggers, shorts, skirts, or
dresses of an appropriate length are permitted for school.

The following items are not permitted: Clothing that is revealing (e.g., crop tops, strapless tops, low-cut
shirts, or clothing that exposes undergarments.)

Dress code concerns will be handled by staff respectfully and privately. If a student arrives at school
dressed immodestly or inappropriately, parents will be notified. Parents may be asked to provide
appropriate clothing for the student to change into at school.

Arrival and Dismissal

Classes will meet Monday - Wednesday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm. There will be a drop-off (8:15 am - 8:25 am) and
pickup (1:30 pm - 1:45 pm) window of time prior to the beginning of class and then immediately following
the end of class. Your child’s teacher will give you detailed instructions for drop-off and pickup at the open
house. Please make every effort to be on time for drop-off and pickup. There will be a late charge of $20 per
15 minutes incurred if a pattern of tardiness at pickup occurs. We are certainly aware that circumstances
beyond your control may cause you to be late picking up your child. If this is the case, please give your
child’s teacher a call.

Lunch

Students will be expected to bring a light lunch each day. Students will not have access to a microwave.
Students may bring a water bottle to school.

Tuition

Parents agree to pay tuition for the student for the school year. Tuition is due on or before the 10th of each
month. There will be a $20.00 late fee added if not received by the 10th.

Your financial commitment is critical to planning for and meeting the costs of teachers’ salaries and budget.
We are asking you to make a financial commitment for the entire school year.

Discounted Annual Rate Monthly Rate (Sept.-May) Nonrefundable Fees
Full tuition paid by September 10
$3,000 for 1st child $350 per month for 1st child One-Time Registration Fee:
$2,700 for younger sibling(s) $315 per month for younger Prior to March 31 - $50
sibling(s)* April 1- July 14 - $75

After July 14 - $100
*10% discount included above
One-Time Curriculum Fee:
Prior to April 29th - $300
April 30- July 14 - $325
After July 14 - $350
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Enrollment Priority & Waiting List Policy L

Enrollment is limited by classroom capacity. Students are enrolled according to an established priority
system designed to support our school community and mission. Once a class has reached capacity,
additional applicants will be placed on a waiting list.

Enrollment Priority Order

When enrollment demand exceeds available space, applicants will be considered in the following priority
order:

1. Children of Teachers and Board Members

2. Siblings of Currently Enrolled Students

3. Active Church Members (as defined in the school bylaws)
and students with three (3) years of preschool attendance
(These two categories hold equal priority.)

4. Students with Two (2) Years of Preschool Attendance

5. Students with One (1) Year of Preschool Attendance

6. Community Members

Lottery Process

If multiple applicants fall within the same priority level and available space is limited, enrollment will be
determined by a random lottery selection. This process ensures fairness and impartiality when demand
exceeds capacity within a priority group.

Waiting List

Students not selected for enrollment due to capacity limits will be placed on a waiting list according to their
priority category. Families will be notified if a space becomes available.

The Academy at Chatsworth First Methodist reserves the right to make final enrollment decisions in accordance
with school policy, bylaws, and available resources.
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Health
An immunization form or exemption form is required for each student and must be on file by Sept. 10.
Information about any allergies and medical needs, if applicable, should also be given.

Illness Policy

In order to prevent the spread of illness to your child’s classmates and instructors, he or she should be
symptom-free for a full 24 hours from the following before returning to school:

* Fever - Temperature of 100 degrees or above without the use of fever-reducing medication

* Vomiting/diarrhea

Make-Up Work Policy

If circumstances arise that will cause a student to miss a school day, parents are expected to notify the
teacher. The teacher will work with the family to provide missed class assignments. Students will typically
be given one day to make up work for each day absent, with a maximum of up to two weeks unless
otherwise arranged with the teacher.

If an unscheduled absence occurs on a class day when the student is required to take a test, examination or
make a presentation, the student’s absence must be brought to the attention of the teacher as soon as
possible. Unless specific alternative arrangements are made with the teacher, in-class tests or examinations
must be made up at the student’s next class day. In the case of a standardized test, proctor fees may apply.

Missing Weekly Homeschool Assignments Policy

Completion of the at-home assignments is vital to maximizing classroom time. It is crucial in the hybrid
model that each student completes the weekly assignments at home so that each student is prepared for
class and is able to continue to build on what they have learned. This benefits the student and whole class in
their work at school each week. The following steps will be taken if a student does not submit his or her
weekly homeschool assignments as required:

1. First Occurrence: The teacher and parent will work together to establish an acceptable make-up deadline
and ensure expectations are clear moving forward.

2. Second/Third Occurrence: The assignment grade will be reduced by 50% to reflect the missed deadline
and the teacher will work with the family for an acceptable make-up date.

3. Fourth Occurrence: The matter will be referred to the school board for review. The board will assess the
student’s and parent's ability to effectively partner with the school. This review may result in the student
being released from the school.

Handbook revised 12/22/2025 6



\\e\('_ BCADEM/,

2 U &
g, EET==1 O
2 S

. Sy, N
Declaration of Intent 871 s WES

Parents will submit a declaration of intent to homeschool with the Georgia Department of Education by
September 1st for the registered school year. Parents accept full responsibility for their student’s education.

Security

In order to provide a safe, secure environment, all exterior doors at the church will be locked during the day.
If at any time you need to enter the building while class is in session, please give your child’s teacher a call
or call the office at Chatsworth First Methodist at 706-695-3211.

Nondiscriminatory Policy as to Students

The Academy at Chatsworth First Methodist, Inc. admits students of any race, color, socioeconomic status,
national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges and activities generally accorded or made available to a
student at the school. The Academy at Chatsworth First Methodist, Inc. does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, socioeconomic status, national or ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies,
admissions policies, tuition assistance programs, and other school administered programs.
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Handbook Agreement

I have received a copy of the handbook and agree with all the terms presented.

Parent’s Printed Name Parent’s Signature and Date

Student’s Printed Name Student’s Signature and Date

Declaration of Intent

I have filed the Declaration of Intent with the State of Georgia Department of Education’s website for
the upcoming school year.

Parent’s Printed Name Parent’s Signature and Date

Student’s Printed Name Student’s Signature and Date
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