




V. Drill Bits

1. 1l1e 1st Illinois Battalion shall drill by the 1861 United States Infantry nnd Rifle Tactics
(Hardee's without his name) and Casey's 1862 Infantry Tactics. Sud1 battalion manuals are 
summarized in Dal Bello's "PIE." Shouldered Arms is as per the light infantry drill.

2. All men shall be drilled in the loadings at every event. We should not take this for 
granted. First pour the powder, U1en lift the hanuner and replace the cap. Safety IS written 
into the tactics - if you remove the cap first, air allowed into the vent keeps sparks in the 
barrel alive. Do not place paper in the muzzle. Half-cock is safer than letting the hanuner 
down on the cap.

3. Parade Rest will be as per "Hardee's"/"Casey's" (across the body), as
shown at right (from Upton's). Thal given in the U.S. Army Regulations
will NOT be used.

4. 1l1ere will be NO edwing of commands.1 lf the battalion conunander can be heard, there 
is no reason to ed10 him and step on his next co1nmand. Plus, it looks/sounds ridiculous
- U1e enemy can hear you.: According to Hardee's/Casey's "School of the Battalion," the 
only conunands that are repeated are those of "Mard1" and "Halt" (by the co. 
commanders) and only in a colunm of companies, so U,at they move and halt at the same 
tin1e (to preserve wheeling distance).

Of course, in battle, and on the skirmish line, it becomes necessary to repeat conu11ands that 
are not heard over the noise/ distance. And, at tin1es the company commander must give 
a preparatory conunand to his own company, or c.aution it to make some movement. In 
general, DO NOT ECHO COMMANDS. 

For now, if the Colonel cannot be heard, conm1ands will be repeated by the wing 
commanders; and if necessary, by U,e Adjutant and Sergeant Major. 

6. No gesturing of officers' swords is necessary or desired. Field officers may use gestures
needed to maneuver and align the battalion (to indicate points, &c). Company officers
will not use their swords to signal mard'ling movements or arms movements; they are not

drum-majors. Officers should carry their swords at the Carry (shoulder) while at drill or
on the mard1; or at their pleasure (in the scabbard is fine) while at the route step. At
double quick, the sword should be angled to the left, the tip in front of the left shoulder.

See Walden, Geoff, "A Manual of the Sword for Foot Officers," Cr1rnp Chase Gazette, Vol. 24, 
No. 1, October 1996, pp. 34-39. 

1The manuals iru.'truct that the NCOs are taught how to give commands, NOT in order to echo 
them, but so that the tone/ inflection, &c, is essentially the same among all those who may find 
them.selves in command. Thus on the field, in the absence of officers, as the sergeants are 
promoted, on Guard Mount, smaller detail, &c, the men will hear the same maimer of giving 
Coll\ll\ands. 

2Even in brigade commands, only the Colonels of battalions repeat conmlands; the battalion wing 
commanders do su only if necessary. 
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-'7. JiJe cJAS"-:S need not remain constantly at Shouldered Arms. TI,is seems to be a long­
standing reenacting misconception of the "Sergeants Manual." File closers, including 
the 1st Sergeant, should follow the commands for arms movements the same as the 
men in the ranks. 

8. On the marc1, (when the battalion is marching to the: step), the battalion commander will
generally indicate to the leading company conm1ander that "You n1ay change arms
(positions) at your discretion, Mr. __ " (e.g., from Sh,mldercd Amis to Right Shouldc:r
Shift, &c.). After the first company changes arms positions, the second company will
follow suit, then the third, &c. TI,us, arms will be changed in a "rippling manner." Tius
is the same idea from when the battalion is on Parade - the companies come to Pnmdc
Rest frum right to left

9. During each significant halt on the n1arch, and after every battle, the 1st Sergeant will
call the Roll and all men shall be accounted for.

10. In drill, and in the field (unless under fire), n1arkers, company guides, and general
guides will be utilized. Thus, SERGEANTS AND OFFICERS MUST KNOW (at least
STUDY) THEIR DRILL.

11. In making a charge· CLOSING WITH ENEMY - the battalion
will first come to Anns-Port, as per researcl1 done by Dom Dal
Bello (see Scott's 1830 Abstrrrct of Infantry Tnctics; period in1ages
of lines dosing). TI1e front/ rear rank will not go to charge
/,nyonct/Jight shoulder shift. For safety, the front rank will remain
at Arms Port if we actually come into contact (in reality, it is 
when the lines meet that the front rank comes to chnrgc bayonet;
the rear rank ren1ail1S ready at r11ms port to assi.b-t the front rank
as needed). Such a d1arge should take place Q!1bJ_ when closing
with the enemy is expected. See figure "The Charge" (from
Kelton's 1862 Mnnualfor the Bn-yonc:t).

12. When counting off- "111 eacli ra11k cou11t • TWOS," the men do not need to yell, but
state their number ill a firm voice. TI1e enemy can hear too many reenactil1g units
counting off.

13. Casualties. " .. Jiles having been formed, as often as a front ... rank man falls or steps out
of !us rank, he will be immediately replaced, for the time, by his coverer in the next
rank" [Scott, 1835, Vol. 1, SoS, Para. 16].
If there is a casualty, step up. TI1is (1) keeps the front
rank men from crossing ill front of the rear rank
(safety), (2) retail1S the numbers (temporarily; a
fortuitous result as doubling was not in "Scott's"), and
(3) the battalion keeps its length in the line (and
distance between battalions). If large gaps are created,
the officers/file closers should see that they are filled.

14. It's "By file right (left)," not "By files .. ." 

15. Presenting the piece for Inspection will be as at right
(from Baxter's 1861 TI,e Volunteer's Manual, and the
1861 U.S. Infantry Tactics).
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