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INTRODUCTION

This booklet profiles and honors women in leadership positions in the Woman’s Auxiliary of East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association of North Carolina, Inc. from 1915 through 2013.   For ninety-eight years these women, coming from diverse backgrounds and churches, devoted themselves to home and foreign missionary work serving God’s people.    Leadership is characterized by having “the ability to guide, direct or influence people. “  According to John Quincy Adams, the 2nd President of the United States of America, “If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader.”  That quote amply describes the women in leadership in The East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist. . A familiar battle cry for them, “I am on the battlefield for my Lord … I will serve him until I die,” is a hymn deeply rooted in the hearts and hands of women in the East Cedar Grove Baptist Association.  
The Woman’s Auxiliary roots go deeper than its beginnings in 1915, but reach to the year 1899; nearly four years after East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association was born, these women, were aided and encouraged by male leadership in the Association, just 4 years old.  These women included the following individuals: “Sister Jennie Taylor, the wife of the Reverend Julius Taylor, one of the organizers of the Convention with Sister Lucy Coley, who was Vice-President.  Her daughter, Emma was Secretary.  Miss Annie Jeffers, who later became the wife of Reverend W. D. Smith, was Treasurer, and Miss Tally from New Hope Granville was Corresponding Secretary.” 

The Woman’s Auxiliary has links to the Woman’s Federation and the Woman’s Home Mission Union.  In 1987, the Federation and the Woman’s Auxiliary merged under the leadership of Moderator, Rev. Dr. William Richardson.  

Specifically, the leaders featured in this booklet are presidents of the Woman’s Auxiliary.  Their profiles include, in most instances, personal biographical information, accomplishments in the Auxiliary during their administration, and wisdom gained and shared with the membership. The Presidents profiled are:  Sister Charlotte Webb, Sister Emma B. Talley, Sister Pauline Love, Sister Lala Williams, Sister Dorothy Okeke, Sister Nannie Lyons, Sister Emma Daniels, Sister Lola Mangum, Sister Elizabeth Marrow, Sister Glennie Carver, Sister Mary Bass, Sister Magdalene Ragland, Sister Rosa Hester, and Sister Rosa Johnson and current president, Sister Sarah Johnson.  They, too, are “continuing in God’s amazing grace” as they let their little lights shine, bringing dark places into the light! 
It is with sincere prayer that the profiles in this booklet offer instruction encouragement and inspiration for those desiring to lead and for those too timid to seek elected office.  The profiled leaders heard and listened to the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I [Isaiah] said, "Here am I. Send me!" (Isa. 6:8)  These women, the ones still on the battlefield, continue to mentor and lift up God’s people and the name of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior.   
Thanks are expressed to all contributing presidents for providing information on their administrations.  For the first five presidents the source used to highlight their contributions comes from a program booklet entitled “The Historical Candlelighting Service of the East Cedar Grove Association”, March 20, 1977 during President Dorothy Okeke’s administration.  Appreciation is also expressed to Sister Emma Daniels and Sister Magdalene Ragland and Sister Nannie Lyons for being sources of oral history for this work. This initiative began in Immediate Past Moderator Daniels administration so sincere appreciation is due he and Dr. William Richardson for their support.  Appreciation is also expressed to the members of ECGMBA Advisory and History Committees, Ms. Melissa Battle, Ms. Jasmine Holloway and Mr. Shelton Harris for their support.  And lastly, sincere gratitude is expressed to my husband Burley Clayton and son, Lucious Clayton for their patience and support while I labored on this project.  Thanks be to Almighty God for his enormous blessings! 
ECGMBA CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

ARTICLE II – COMPOSITION

“The Association shall be composed of Missionary Baptist Churches and the following Auxiliaries: Ministers, Deacons, and Deaconess Union, Woman’s Auxiliary, General Sunday School Convention, Youth Department, Baptist Training Union, Young Adults Department, and Laymen’s League.” 
History of the Home Missionary Union
On Thursday morning after the third Sunday in July in the year of our Lord 1899, a small acorn seed was sown from which a large oak has grown.  The beginning of this great oak was at Ledge Rock Baptist Church in Wake County, founded under their spiritual guidance of such men with god as the Reverend W.S. Wyche, pastor.

The East Cedar Grove Association was organized and there leaders were the Reverend Jerome Cozart, the Reverend Julius Taylor, the Reverend Haywood Peace and the Reverend Hugh Tilley.  These men were the leading characters in what is now know as the Great Cedar Grove Union.

In its beginning, it was a County Convention with a staff of officers, such as you now have, only many newer faces.  When this convention was first organized with just a small group of women from other churches, the men were so interested in laying a foundation on which generations unborn would rise up and call somebody blessed, even if they did not know who the persons were.  This County Union, as was its first name, bore that name for a few years with such Christian women as our , Sister President, Sister Jennie Taylor, the wife of the Reverend Julius Taylor, one of the organizers of the Convention with Sister Lucy Coley, who was Vice-President.  Her daughter, Emma was Secretary.  Miss Annie Jeffers, who later became the wife of Reverend W. D. Smith, was Treasurer, and Miss Tally from New Hope Granville was Corresponding Secretary. 

From this organization we learn what it meant to be united.  Our first meeting was at Pine Grove and it was a happy union for us in our weak way in helping put over a program for our Master.  At this time the writer was in close touch with Sister Sallie and invited her to visit us at our meetings.  She also asked me for the names of some of the brothers who are as a group of women felt we needed their advice and without it we would not know which way to go.  So I gave her the names of the Reverend Cozart and the Reverend Lyons.   She met them and asked if they would be willing to change the name from a County Convention to a County Union and they agreed.  The Union sent a delegate to the State Convention.  The writer was the delegate and represented the County Union its first time with $1.50.  From year to year we met and after Sister Taylor went home, in came Sister Martha Satterfield for one or more years as President.  After
Sister Martha Satterfield, Sister Emma Royster served as president for a number of years until her health gave away. 

After the writer and the one that wrote the first minutes also were among the organizers, in came Sister Thorpe who also passed on to her reward.  Then Sister Parrish and Sister Eaton and others for whom we are indeed grateful, for they too, have give their best they had. 

When things go wrong, as they sometimes do, don’t play too long on the wrong side of the hill, brace up, walk straight for those who are to come after you that they may not stumble over your mistakes. 

Source:  Yearbook of East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association, Fifty-Fourth Annual Session, Olive Grove Baptist Church, July 20-21, 1949, (Author, Unknown)
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The Origins of the Woman’s Auxiliary of East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association*
The Women’s Auxiliary of East Cedar Grove Association has a rich heritage whose roots extend deep in the channels of love and prayer.  Since the beginning of time, women have been the origin of organizations and institutions that have helped the growth and success of the world.  God used a woman as a channel to send his son, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the World.

Even before the birth of Christ, there were women of great faith, hope, courage and love.  Dorcus used her hands to help the widows and orphans because of the love for humanity.  Hannah, a strong woman of prayer, hope, faith and love, gave her son to God; as a result, he became the leader of his people.  The story of Naomi and her daughter-in-law, Ruth an orphan, is beautiful and fascinating.  It was a descendent of Ruth’s family our blessed Savior was born.  We see the Samaritan woman at the well talking with Jesus, but what is so important and lovely is to see her running into her town, inviting her people to come and see this man who has told her everything.   We need more running women inviting others to Jesus.  Deborah judged Israel (Judges 4:4-9).  There has been and there still are opportunities for women to serve in similar capacities, even in the church. Esther saved her people because of her great faith and trust in God.  There are so many who we can name.   Martha and Mary were very dear friends of Jesus.  Eunice and Lois, the mother and grandmother of Timothy did an excellent job, teaching institution; the family.  Miriam, the sister of Moses sang songs of victory as she led the victorious march of the Israelites into the wilderness. 

There are other outstanding women whose work stands out in the history of our country.  An international organization, the Y. W. C. A. was organized by a group of women led by Emma Roberts.  The American Red Cross was instituted by Clara Barton.  The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union grew out of prayer crusade groups.  Women went to saloonkeepers, praying, singing hymns and begging them to stop selling liquor which was affecting the live of many.  
In 1884, our Woman’s Baptist State Convention became a reality because of the inspiration and determination of Mrs. Sallie Mial and Mrs. EB.E. Green.  In 1900, a group of women headed by Mrs. T. S. Eaton of Henderson, North Carolina gave birth to the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Lott Carey Baptist Home and Foreign Mission Convention.  These organizations and my lives have been great encouragement and inspiration to us and those who blazed the way for us.  We thank God for those people.  
The East Cedar Grove Association became a reality in August 10, 1895 with the late Rev. J. M. Taylor, temporary moderator.  In 1915 Mrs. Ida B. Thorpe encouraged Home Mission work in the Association and all its churches, in order that humanity might be lifted and god’s kingdom be promoted in the home, church and community. These women had no special part or contribution to make other than to work along with the men.  They felt that there was more that could be done.  During the mid or late twenties at the New Hope Granville Baptist Church, under the supervision of the parent body, a few women, with far-sighted vision, got together and gave birth to the Woman’s Auxiliary of the East Cedar Grove Association.  Some of these women were Mrs. Charlotte Webb, the first president, Mrs. Nancy Eaton, secretary, Mrs. Ora meadows, treasurer, and some others, Mrs. Nannie Taylor, Mrs. Lucinda Parish, Mrs. Hattie Moore, Mrs. Adelia Montague and Mrs. Martha Satterfield, special worker. 
*Source:  Excerpt from the Candlelighting Service of the East Cedar Grove Baptist Association, March 20, 1977 (Mrs. Dorothy B. Okeke, Auxiliary President, Mrs. Celeste Sanders. Vice President, Rev. L. M. Gooch, Moderator) 
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Constitution and By-laws

Woman’s Auxiliary of the 

East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association

Article I

This Auxiliary shall be known as the Woman’s Auxiliary of the East Cedar Grove Baptist Association.

Article II

The objectives of the Auxiliary shall be to assist the brethren in Home and Foreign Missionary work and Christian education for young ministers and other qualified person, help those that are real sick and need our aid.  That’s our mission and business. 
Article III
This Auxiliary consists of: 1) Senior Organizations; 2) Young Adult Departments, ages 21-35 years [and] 3) Youth Department, ages, birth – 20 years.

Article IV

Officers of the Auxiliary [consists of]:

A. President and four (4) Vice Presidents, Secretary, Assistant Secretary or Corresponding Secretary and Finance Officer.

B. Youth Supervisor, Associate Supervisor, Youth President and four (4) Vice Presidents, Secretary and Finance Chairperson

C. Young Adult Director, Associate Director, President, four Vice Presidents, Secretary and Finance Chairperson. 

Article V

All officers [are] to be elected annually except president and field workers.

Article VI

Committee on Committees – Appointment of the following committees: A) Committee on Worship; B) Committee on Program; C) Committee on Sick; D) Social Committee; E) Nominating Committee; F) Historian Committee; G) Apportions Committee; H) Budget Committee and I) Time and Place Committee.
[The Auxiliary may establish] any other committee the Auxiliary needs to carry out its business.
Article VII

The Executive Board of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the East Cedar Trove Baptist Association consist of the President of Auxiliary in charge, President of the Circles, Young Adult Director and Associate Director, Youth Supervisor and Associate Supervisor, Field Workers and any other person that is elected.  All persons must belong to churches in the East Cedar Grove Association. 

Article VIII

When time comes to elect officers, a Nominating Committee shall be appointed the first meeting in the year of the Auxiliary Board and they will be named at the next meeting.  All officers will be voted in and take offices at the session of the Association.

Article IX

This Auxiliary shall meet quarterly; first meeting in the year, First Saturday in January, Second Saturday in April, Third Saturday in July, [and] Forth Saturday in October.
Article X

Who can become a member?  [A member is] any person or church circle that belongs to a missionary Baptist Church of East Cedar Grove Association and is in good standing with that church. You must pay a small fee. 

Article XI: Delegates

All Missionary Circles [are to send] two (2) delegates and all delegates from churches will be on a committee.  This is a part of the training program

Article XII

The duty of all officers:  Look in the handbook and study “Guide for Missionary Baptist Women” on pages 38-40.  These duties are the same as a Missionary Circle of churches.  

Your Committee, Sister Ruby Allen

Sister Ruby Allen, Chairperson, Person

Sister Elizabeth Marrow

Sister Emma Daniels

CHARLOTTE DAYE WEBB
President of the Woman’s Federation/Woman’s Auxiliary
[image: image1.png]



Mrs. Charlotte Daye Webb, born in 1880 and the wife of Mr. Robert Webb, the first president of the East Cedar Grove Association’s [Woman’s Auxiliary] was elected president of[ the] Auxiliary at New Hope Granville Baptist Church.  She held this position until her health failed her. She lived in Allenville Township of Person County, North Carolina.  Mrs. Webb was one of the first Black school teachers in Person County.  She attended school in Person County, Greensboro and Durham before beginning her teaching career.  In her school work she touched the lives of many boys and girls I Person and Granville Counties, not only with academic instructions but with those all important religious principles. 
Ms. Webb was a lifelong member of Cedar Grove Baptist Church.  She served as President of the Mission Circle until physical incapabilities made the naming of a successor necessary.  Mrs. Webb also worked zealously with the East Cedar Grove Woman’s Union, serving as vice-president during Mrs. Lucinda Parrish’s presidency. 

During her office as president of the Woman’s Auxiliary, she sponsored a scholarship for a girl at the Lott Carey Mission School in Liberia, West Africa.  The girl, Gertrude Roberts became a Practical Nurse. 

EMMA DAYE TALLEY

PRESIDENT OF Woman’s Auxiliary/Woman’s Federation
1940s 
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Mrs. Emma Daye Talley was the second president of the East Cedar Grove Woman’s Auxiliary.  She held this position for several years.  Ms. Talley taught school I Person County for a number of years.  She joined the Cedar Grove Baptist Church as a girl. However, after her marriage to Mr. Earnest Talley, she joined Jones Chapel Baptist Church.   She was a willing worker, Sunday School Teacher, treasurer of the Missionary Circle – to mention tow of the positions she held at the church. 

In the Woman’s Union and Sunday School Convention, if someone was needed as a substitute for a program participant, Mrs. Talley would willingly and [compatibly] do the task when asked and often times as a volunteer. 
PAULINE FULLER LOVE
(Third President)
1950S
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Mrs. Pauline Fuller Love, the daughter of the late Rev. James and Mrs. Emma Royster was a native of Granville County.  She attended Granville County Schools and Mary Potter in Oxford, North Carolina.  She joined the St. Matthew Baptist Church at the age of seven where she was a faithful member until she moved to Durham and united with the Union Baptist Church.  She was an active member of the Senior Choir, president of the Missionary Circle, treasurer of the Up- To-Date Galeda Club, president of the Galeda Sunday School Class, a faithful Deaconess and Secretary of the Durham County Union. 

She enjoyed working with children and also enjoyed the work of the State and Lott Carey Convention.  She was also very much interested in the Woman’s Auxiliary. 
DOROTHY BOONE OKEKE
(FOURTH PRESIDEN)

1970S
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Mrs. Dorothy Boone Okeke is a native of Granville County and a graduate of Shaw University.  She is served as Sunday School teacher, a teacher of missions in the B.T. U., the secretary of the Usher Board, a member of the Floral Club and President of District Three Group, and president of the Missionary Circle. 

Her affiliations included the following:  a member of the Executive Board of the Woman’s Baptist State Convention, member of the Executive Board of the Lott Carey Baptist Home and Foreign Mission Convention and Choir person of the Foreign Student and Missionary Committee, Committee member of eh Topic and Executive Board, member of the Granville County Missionary Union.  In her humble way, works closely with the Woman’s Federation in a workshop and a member of the Executive Board. 
Mrs. Okeke spent more than fifteen years as a missionary in West Africa,   first working at the Lott Carey Mission School in Brewerville, Liberia, as Dean of Girls and Bible teacher.  She organized the campus Sunday School; worked with the Y-Teens; the B.T.U, the dramatic club and an associate member of the Zion Grove Baptist Church in Brewerville.

On November 7, 1956, she married Reverend Lazarus C. Okeke, a native of Nigeria.  After marriage she worked with her husband in the St. John’s Episcopal Church as Sunday School teacher, secretary of the women of the church, a supervisor of Y-Teens, principal of the Parish Day School until 1962 when she and her husband were transferred to Bromley Mission Clay Ashland, where she worked as principal of Julia C. Emery Hall, an all Girls School. 

In 1966, she joined her husband in Zaria, Nigeria, who was then serving his country as army chaplain.  For five months she did voluntary work in the clinic for the wives and babies of service men and instructed the interested women in sewing.
On May 29, [1966], the Nigerian war forced her to return to America.
Mrs. Okeke was elected president of the Woman’s Auxiliary in 1973. [During her tenure she] encouraged [others], worked hard and supported the following initiatives: 1) support foreign missions, for example, in Toledo, Ohio in 1975, the Woman’s Auxiliary of ECGMBA received a button for our increase in finance and a blue ribbon of our achievement level; 2) the election of an executive board in order to work together and plan between our annual and mid-year session, a helpful venture; 3) the year-round committee for smoother operation during the annual session; 4) more concern and support for education and the youth; and 5) an annual banquet for closer fellowship and a greater support of our building program.  
WILMA CLAYTON BRYANT
(FIFTH PRESIDENT)
1960s
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Mrs. Wilma C. Bryant, a native of Person County received her education at Mary Potter High School.  She received her B. S. degree at North Carolina A & T State University and her M.A. Degree at North Carolina Central University.  She did further study at Duke University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.   She was married to Walther D. Bryant. 
Mrs. Bryant was an educator in the Person County School System in Roxboro, North Carolina for more than 40 years serving as an English teacher.  She was an extensive traveler throughout the United States and abroad.  She served as President of the Woman’s Auxiliary for many years and also served on the Executive Boards of the Woman’s Baptist Home and Foreign Missionary Convention of North Carolina of the North Carolina General Baptist Convention and Chairperson of the executive Board of the Women’s Convention of North Carolina. 
Mrs. Bryant was a member of New St. James Baptist Church in Timberlake, North Carolina in Person County.  She later joined Shady Hill, Baptist Church, Reverend Dr. James Richmond, pastor.  She was member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and the Entre Nous Club of Roxboro, N.C. 
Mrs. Bryant was the editor of the East Cedar Grove Newsletter in the 1960s.  
DR. SHIRLEY BULLOCK

President of the Woman’s Auxiliary
1968 - 1969
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Dr. Shirley W. Bullock


President

Mrs. Sabra Turrentine

1st Vice President

Mrs. Maggie Vass


2nd Vice President

Mrs. Lucille Allen


Recording Secretary

Mrs. Nannie P. Lyons


Corresponding Secretary

Mrs. L. M. Gooch


Treasurer

Miss Lynda Lyons


Junior President

Miss Amento Davis


Junior Secretary

Mrs. Lala. W. Williams

Person County, Field Worker

Ms. Ora Evans



Granville County Field 





Worker

Mrs. Gladys Davis


Oxford Orphanage  

LALA WILLIAMS
PRESIDENT OF THE WOMAN’S AUXILIARY/WOMAN’S FEDERATION
1960S
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 (August 2, 1910 – December 20, 1998)

Mrs. Lala Williams served for 17 years as president of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association and she also served on the Executive Board.  She regularly attended the Ministers, Deacons, and Deaconess Union of the East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association and served on the program committee for several years.  She served many years as the church secretary at Cedar Grove Baptist Church.  As a testimonial of her missionary work, she traveled throughout the US and abroad in support of the Women’s Home and Foreign Mission Conventions, the Lott Carey Foreign Mission Convention, and The World Baptist Alliance.

Mrs. Williams was a dedicated member of the Person County Missionary Union for many years.  Acting as a missionary was not an effort for her, because helping others seemed to come naturally.  She was always willing to help anyone in need, even strangers.  She especially encouraged young people to become involved in church activities.  She was a strong supporter of the Sunday school and attended conventions regularly in earlier years.

There are many other organizations that were dear to her heart, but the underlying fact is that she loved the Lord.  She loved the Word of God and received immense satisfaction from sharing her understanding of God’s Word.  Jesus was the head of her life, and she encouraged others to find the same satisfaction she had found with Him.  Mrs. Williams has been a “Spiritual Mother” to many, and her teachings remain in the hearts of all she touched.  
NANNIE P. LYONS
Woman’s Auxiliary President & Woman’s Federation

1969 - 1986
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Mrs. Nannie Lyons served as President of the Woman’s Federation/Woman’s Auxiliary for seventeen (17) years- 1969 – 1986.  She has lived most of her life in Durham, North Carolina and is a lifelong member of Mt. Level Missionary Baptist Church where she served as president of the Missionary Circle for many years.  She also served as Director of the Young Adult Department for many years.  She was married for 68 years (husband now deceased) to Mr. Leonis Lyons and from that union five (5) children were born.  She had five grandchildren and six great grandchildren and one great -great grandson
Officers that served with Mrs. Lyons during her administration included the following:  Mrs. Sabra Turrentine, Mrs. Ester Gooch, and Mrs. Barbara Jones.  Under her leadership the Woman’s Auxiliary and the Association focused on improving the “Old Folks Rest Home” which became the Smith Thomas Convention Center.  Our efforts were also to support the Lott Carey Convention in its outreach a well as General Baptist Convention of North Carolina. 

Under the leadership of Moderator, Rev. William Richardson, the Woman’s Federation and the Woman’s Auxiliary were combined.  Also, all treasuries were combined as one.  The name was changed to Women’s Auxiliary of East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association in 1987.  [Additionally] during her tenure, the Young Adult Department was formed and still working as a unit today to accomplish their goals. 
“Although I am now ninety-five (95) years old, I still try to attend and support the Woman’s Auxiliary.  I admire the younger generation and their new ideas.  My advice [to those coming behind me] is to seek God first in all that they do and everything else will fall into place.  Keep your eyes open- see the need; keep your ears open- listen attentively!” 
Respectfully Submitted by Sister Nannie Lyons

June, 2013

EMMA DANIELS

PREIDENT OF WOMAN’S AUXILIARY
1986-1990
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Mrs. Emma Daniels served as president of the Woman’s Auxiliary when all women in the ECGMBA were under one organization and leadership, having recently merged.  She was born in Durham County to the parents of the late Rev. L. M. Gooch and  Mrs. Ester Lee Gooch.  She has been a Granville County citizen for sixty (60) years and has beena mmber of Synama Grove Baptist Chruch for over fifty (50) hears.  She has worked in nearly all departments of the chruch and chaired many including president. 

Mrs. Daniels is graduate of Granville County School and is retired from Granville County Schools.  She studied at Vance - Granville Community College.  Ms. Daniels is mareid to Colatties Daniels and is the mother of two children, one deceased and has five (5) grand childrena nd one (1) great gandchild.  

Under Mrs. Daniels leadership as president of the Woman’s Auxiliary: 1) The Woman’s Auxiliary moved from a 2 day session to a one day session; 2)the Auxiliary made very good choices by moving from a business session on Thurdsay mornings in the Association to small convention sessions with the help of Sister Elizabeth Marrow.Ms. Ruby Allen, Mrs. Nannie Lyons and Ms. Dorothy Okeke.  These ladies helped name the session we now have in the Associaiton; and 3)  the Auxiliary worked with the ECGMBA on the remodeling of the Smith-Thomas Building and it dedication. 

As a former president of the Woman’s Auxillairy,her  words of wisdom to the Woman’s Auxiliary and the Association are “that we must work together .  Things happen when you do not work together.”  
ELZABETH S. MARROW

WOMAN’S AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

( A Personal Reflections)

1990 -1994
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I remember attending the Association as a child with my father, Deacon George Strater of the Oak Grove Baptist Church in Granville County, and sitting with my Mother Mrs. Blanche Allen Strater wishing that I was outside where all the activities were being held.  I never dreamed then that I would serve as Youth Supervisor, and later become President of the Woman’s Auxiliary of this beloved Association.  It has been a wonderful and a blessed journey.  I am Elizabeth S. Marrow, a graduate of North Carolina University with majors in English and history. I am a retired teacher of 33and one half years in the Granville County School System.

I am the widow of the late Deacon Carlton W. Marrow who was a member of Stovall First Baptist in The County Line Association.  We have two daughters, two sons-in-law and eight grandchildren.  I am an active member of Oak Grove Baptist Church, and presently serve as Adult Sunday School teacher.  Other services that I have given are Youth Supervisor, Senior Missionary President, Vacation Bible School Director, and Director of Christian Education.  My pastor is Reverend Ray A. Allsberry.  On the county level I served as Special Worker for the Granville County Union, and co-chair of District 7, Group 2.  On the state level, God has blessed me to be senior and editorial writer of the statewide Missionary Helper publication.  I serve now as 1stVice President of the Woman’s Baptist Home & Foreign Missionary Convention of NC.

When I began my tenure as Auxiliary president Reverend McNeil was moderator of the Association, and the theme was taken from Deuteronomy 6: 7; “You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.”   The vice presidents and I tried to carry out this commission with training workshops stressing the importance of family.  We worked to carry on the work of the great leaders before us. Again, I praise God and the people who served with me for the opportunity to serve our East Cedar Grove Association.
Note: *Mrs. Marrow is an enlightening speaker with great oratorical skills.  She is an outstanding workshop presenter having on numerous occasions helped equip and train missionaries in East Cedar Grove. (Comment, Joyce Daye Clayton)
REVEREND LOLA MANGUM 
PRESIDENT OF THE WOMAN’S AUXILIARY

1994 -1998
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Reverend Lola Taylor Mangum, served as President of the Woman’s Auxiliary and was a member of the Ordaining Council of the East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association.  She served as President of Cameron Grove’s Misiionary Circle Ministry where she is a member. .  Reverend Mangum was a freguent guest speaker at local churches, especially for Women’s Day services. Her preaching extended to Bethel Baptist Chruch, Pator W. J. Hall, in  Brooklyn New York.
Reverend Mangum and her husband, Reverend Ralph Mangum, have been married for forty-nine (49) years.  She served as 1st Lady of the five churches that her husband pastored for 39 years (New Hope Baptist Church, White Rock Baptist Church in Berea and New Ephesus in Semora and Davis Chapel in Stovall and Evans Grove Baptist Church in Durham County).  Reverend Mangum was licensed to preach by Cameron Grove Baptist Church and ordained by the East Cedar Grove Missionary Association.  Reverend Mangum is the mother of three children, two of whom are ministers of the Gospel - Minster Lowell Mangum and Minister Tyressa McCormick,

GLENNIE CARVER
PRESIDENT OF THE WOMAN’S AUXILIARY

1998 – 2002
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Mrs. Glennie R. Carver was elected president of the Woman’s Auxiiairy in 1998 says that she “loves ot work for God and the missionof the Association (ECGMA) .  Prior to becoming president, she worked on several Auxiliary committees from 1975-1979 to include: 1st and  2nd Vice President.  Under her administration states that, “We were fully staffed with all officers working together- each department, not quarreling but conducting mission business, praising and worshiping Jesus Christ and then we went home”, proclaims Mrs. Carver.   During her tenure as president the Auxiliary assistance was given to Home and Foreign Missions, helping those that were sick and in need of aid- our mission and our business.   The Auxiliary participated all conventions with delegates to represent that brought back reports.  During her tenure she asked former Auxiliary presidents to bring a devotional message to Axuliary missionaries.  
On April 21, 1980 prior to becoming president of the Woman’s Auxiliary, Mrs. Carver became the the first Young Adult Director at Union Chapel Baptist Church in Butner, North Carolina.  It was vibrant ministry with annointed leadership. The officers were:  President, Sister (Minister) Annie Ragland, 1st Vice President, Sister Gloria Long; 2nd Vice President, Sister Loretta Parker, 3rd Vice President, Sister  Margret Marrison, 4th Vice President, Sister Constnce Woods Secretary, Sister Thanetta Rogers, Assistante sec. Sis. Pearlie Hamlett and Treasurer, Sister Via Short.  Progarms were planned for each quarter.  The purpose of the Young Adult Ministry was to bridge the gap betwwen the senior and youth departments.  Space was provided or Young Adult servcies.  A Young Adult Choir was organized.  At each quarter meeting of the Woman’s Auxiliary, the Young Adult Department was on the agenda for a program activity. A big concern at the time was about the world and local mission that affected all. Other officers were added to include:  Appropriations Committee Charperson, Sister Margeret Woods, Corresponding Secretary, Sister Sussie Royster, Field Worker, Sister Ester Williams. The Young Adult Department grew as work was performed – praising the Lord and working for Jesus Christ. 

At the end of Mrs. Carver’s administration, as president, her prayer was that the Auxiliary stay together and look toward the Mission Prayer Day  as they deepened increased in love, peace, joy and that there be growth in all departments so that Sister Bass, president-elect could come into office  peacfully.  “ God truly blessed us”, proclaims Ms. Carver. 

Mrs. Carver is a faithful member of Lattisville Grove Baptist Chruch where she is a past president of the Missionary Circle Ministry.   She is a member of the ECGMBA Advisory and History Committees.  

Respectfully Submitted,
June, 2013

MARY HOLEMAN BASS
WOMAN’S AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

2002 - 2005
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“It is an honor and privilege to have served, says Mrs. Mary Holeman Bass, the tenth president of the Woman’s Auxiliary of East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association.  She is a native of Rougemont, North Carolina and a graduated from Person County High School, Roxboro, North carolna.  Ms. Bass is the daughter of the late Standly and Mollie Hamlett Holeman of Rougemont, North Carolina.   She is the widow of the late Fred L. Bass of Durham, North Caorlina;  the mother of two children, Jacqueline nad Curtis and the grandmother to three grandchildren, Brandon, Mike and Margham.  

Mrs. Bass is a member of Greater Cleggs Chapel Missionary Baptist Church in Timberlake, North Carolina where she served as a member and president of the Missionary Circle and the Pastor’s Aid.Ministries. In the Woman’s Auxiliary, she served  as 1st, 2nd and 3rd Vice Presidents and as a a Field Worker for Person County.  She reveived numerous adards including the Most Devoted Missionary Officer, Woman of the Year and  Appreciation of Outstanding Service.  
Under Mrs. Bass’s administration, one of her main goals was to get more missionary cricles involved in the work of the Woman’s Auxiliary to be committed and dedicated to the will of God. One of her treasred scriptures is “If we walk in the light s he is the light, we have fellowship with one another.” Mini workshops began to be held on the 2nd  and 4th Quarterly meeings of Woman’s Auxiliary with facilitators from member churches with in ECBMBA.  The first prayer bearkfast was held on May 24, 2003 and lunch was to be served on one quarter, the 4th Quarter Session in October annually, instead of having luch after every quarterly session. 
Attempts were made to grow the Young Adult Department.  The Department invited Young Adult Directors from member chruches to improve participation in the Department.  The Youth Department developed various activities.  The First Youth Banquet was held in August 2003 and a Penny Mission, a project called, “Let Your Change, Change Things was initiated and a can food drive and coats for those in need, Project Tic-Tac was launched and supported. 

The Woman’s Auxiliary supported the goals and objectives of the East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association, the parent Organization. 

During Mrs. Bass,s tenure ther were four Woman’s Auxiliary Banquets.  On June 8, 2002 the banquet was held in Person County, Roxboro, North Carolina.  The theme was “Reaching the Masses: Transforming the Family Through Christian Communications.  Rev. Rufus Honsnon, Sr. Pastor, Union Grove Baptist Chruch, Hurdles Mill, N. C. was the banquet speaker.  On June 7, 2003, the Banquet was held in Granville County, Butner, North Carolina.  The theme was “Serving the Present Age:  Transforming the Family Through Christian Values and Ethics.”  The Banquet speaker was Ms. Audrey P. Battle, 2nd Vice President of the Woman’s Balptist Home  and Foreign Mission State Convention of North Carolina.  On June 12, 2004, the Banquet was held in Orange County with its theme, “Serving he Present Age: Transforming the Family Throluhg Christian Worship.” The spekaer for the occasion was Minister Linda D. Innman, 3rd Vice President of the WHGMC of North Carolina.  And the last Banquet was held in Durham County, in Durham, North Carolina at the Family Life Enrichment Center.  The theme was “Serving the Present age:  Transforming the Family Through Chrisitian Eangelism.  All banquets were spiritual and allowed for tremenous fellowship opportunities. 
Mrs. Bass wants leaders and member to remember Psalm 27:1 “ The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I dear.  The Lord is the strength of my life, of who shall I be afraid.” 
MAGDALENE RAGLAND
PRESIDENT OF WOMAN’S AUXILIARY

2005 - 2009
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Mrs. Magdalene Ragland served as president of the East Cedar Grove Woman’s Auxiliary for four years. Her tenure was from 2005-2009.The Women Auxiliary theme was to Convince the Unconvinced to be Convinced through Leadership, Commitment and Faithfulness. Mrs. Ragland adopted the theme “Standing in the Gap”. Mrs. Ragland adopted this theme to increase the members’ awareness that God is looking for people who are willing to stand in the gap for others through intercessory payer. God can take something that is ordinary Extraordinary. God needs a few good men, women and youth to be the different in the world today.
Her goals while serving as president were to: (1) Establish and build collaboration and continuous communication with all of the churches in the East Cedar Grove Association, (2) Increase the membership and participation of the women, men and youth in the East Cedar Grove Association, (3) Organized continuous Christian workshops that supported the theme, to motivate, empower, build leadership skills, commitment, service and participation the association. Mrs. Ragland realized that when people are empowered to think, work collaboratively and build strong positive relationships, great things can and did happen in the Women Auxiliary.

Listed below are some the great accomplishments that came to fruition under the leadership of Mrs. Ragland during her presidency.

· There was a 10% increase in the overall participation in the attendance of the all the churches in the East Cedar Grove Association. The women department, youth department and the male involvement grew not only in numbers but in leadership, commitment and participation under her leadership.
· Monthly correspondence and quarterly newsletters were sent to provide information on upcoming events, activities, programs and celebrations to the presidents of each missionary circle and their members.
· The song Precious Lord was adopted as the theme song for the association.
· Several projects were implemented during her tenure.  (1) Mrs. Ragland was instrumental in creating an information booklet/pamphlet of all the events that occurred in the Women Auxiliary that was shared the members.
·  She sponsored the Fifth Sunday Fundraising Program. 
· Promoted and encouraged male participation in the Candlelight Services.
· Encouraged quarterly workshops are provided for the women departure, youth department and men by the Women Auxiliary. Some of the topics that were highlighted in the workshops were stewardship, Christian Leadership and the Role and duties of a Christian,(Mrs. Elizabeth Marrow was one the guess presenters, who presented at the workshop held at Cameron Grove Baptist Church)

Mrs. Ragland led by example she attended and participated in the all Women Baptist State Convention sand is currently serving as a member of the Worship Committee of the Women Baptist State and Foreign Missionary Convention.

The Women Auxiliary of the East Cedar Grove Association is one of the strongest organizations that exist today. It was built on prayer, sacrifices and dedication by a few unwavering Christians who knew that with God all things were possible. I encourage the association to always put God first and let him be the center of whatever venue that you take. To continue as a strong association I suggest that we embrace the world of technology, to keep all of our stakeholders informed, to draw and tap into our most valuable resource, the youth, to share and highlight the good news of the association locally and internationally through twitter, Facebook and other technological venues. The association will become stronger and more sustainable if is actively seeks to build partnerships with businesses, organizations and agencies, who can provide a myriad of resources and support to help light spiritual fires in all of our hearts to make sure that God’s word will continue to be the road map that we use to guide and direct us daily.

“God has perfect timing; never early never late. It takes a little patience and it takes a lot of faith. But it is worth the wait.”

ROSA HESTER

WOMAN’S AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

2009 – 2013
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Rosa Hester, the 14th President of the Woman’s Auxiliary, is married to Howard Hester and is the mother of two children and seven grandchildren.  She was born to the late George W. and Rosa L. Daye and raised in the small town, Kittrell, NC, with eleven siblings. After graduating from Vance Senior High School, she attended Vance Granville Technical Community College where she received a Certified Nursing Assistant Degree.   For over 27 years she has been employed with Duke University Health System as a Financial Care Counselor.  

 She is a member of Cameron Grove Baptist Church where Rev. Jesse L. Alston is pastor.  There I have work in many capacities so God can be glorified.  

 While serving as President of Woman’s Auxiliary from 2009 – 2013 her goals were always mission oriented - serving and advocating for the needy. Rosa believes that mission work from local church is good, but she also believes that God is pleased when participating member churches and missionary circles engage in outreach ministries helping those who need it most.  Hence, at the Woman’s Auxiliary Banquet during the Hester administration, a canned foods drive was a part of the annual event.  The items were donated to food pantries in the counties representative of the Auxiliary and the Association.  Special guest from local homeless shelters were also invited to the banquet. During the Holiday season donations were made to families in need - another outreach effort. 

According to Minister Hester, “her main goal was to give God all the Glory for the great things he has done- realizing that this was a task given to me only by the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  Knowing that once my hand was put to the pile I could not look back.”  After becoming the president of the Woman's Auxiliary, she stated that she asked God what he would have her to do to lead his people in the right direction.  Additionally, according to Minister Hester, “she learned a lot from attending the Woman's Baptist Home and Foreign Mission Convention and the Lott Carey Convention and my goal was to put the things I had heard and learned into action. She shared those things with the Woman’s Auxiliary so it could be used to enhance the meetings and workings of the Woman’s Auxiliary and in the participating missionary circles workings.”  According to John 14:12, the Holy Scripture tells us: “Great works we can do.”  She proclaims that mission and missionary are not words of comfort, but words to be put into action, following the Great Commission, Matt 28:19-20, “Go ye therefore teach, baptizing, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. We are to feed, cloth, and visit the sick and prison.”  

Mission is essential and being a Missionary should make you uncomfortable. My goal was to not just talk Jesus, but to walk Jesus- when we plan functions dealing with the Missionary Circle that we don't forget the ones that need a loving helping hand. Jesus is Love, love is action. I 'm just silly enough to believe that something was said or done to show someone to do just a little more mission work for the Lord. At least one seed has been plant in the Name of Jesus.

On another personal note, Minister, as Immediate Past President sums up her administration my stating these words, “As I leave my tenure I thank God for the one brick he allowed me to put on the foundation. But I know there is even greater work to be done. I pledge continued support to the Woman’s Auxiliary as a helper to the officers and members. 
Minister Hester’s “Words of Wisdom” for the Auxiliary and Association are simple: keep God first.   With God first and love abiding, and we can serve people just like Esther “For Such a Time as This”.  No matter what we do there is always room for improvement.   So get uncomfortable and work, while it’s day, for night come when no man can work. 

Sister Sarah Johnson
President Woman’s Auxiliary 2013 - 2017
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Sarah Johnson began her term as President of the Woman’s Auxiliary in July, 2013.  She was born in the community of Efland, N.C. in northern Orange County to her parents, Sylvester Brooks and Rebecca Florence. She graduated from Central Hillsborough High School and married Wilbert L. Johnson after graduation.   Sarah as served in many positions in the Woman’s Auxiliary to include the vice-president, chair of the Woman’s Auxiliary Banquet Committee and related committees. 
The Life of Faith: The young couple moved to Burlington and went on to have three children that all went on to college to earn various degrees.  The couple has always had an entrepreneurial spirit even when the term was not popular, starting and operating several successful businesses without any formal loans from banks or family members. Sarah always managed the books, billing and customer relations of the various accounts that each business revolved around.  The businesses were a moving and trucking business, a community convenient store/grill and a building services business; the latter of these endeavors is still today a thriving firm in East Burlington employing as many as 15 employees during peak season.  She has proven her faith in the Lord through her family’s business interests by prayerfully assisting her husband in maintaining a functional and profitable business in every type of economic condition.  Along with the constant attention of owning and operating businesses, Sarah held a career as a Quality Control Inspector for a garment manufacturer for over 20 years. She also managed to chase her dream of becoming a part of the healthcare industry by earning a medical assistant certification and working for a busy dermatological practice in Burlington NC for a number of years until her retirement. She done all of this while continuing her lifelong attendance and service to her church, Lee’s Chapel Missionary Baptist Church. 

The Dedication:  Sarah has always had an inordinate amount of motivation to live out the truths of the Holy Bible.  She has given, over a life time, literally thousands of hours working for the Kingdom of God; supporting many different groups within the church as well as regional and national organizations that she deemed worthy of giving her time and boundless energy to. 
The Works:  Sarah has served many different positions within the Church to include: Sunday school teacher, Missionary Circle, Deaconess and the Board of Christian Education.  Sarah has also served in many other external organizations that uplift and improve the  quality of 
life for those both in and out of a church home such as the Orange County Congregations in Mission that provides meals and care for the elderly, the 
Hillsborough Sertoma Club, Yoke Fellow, Alamance- Orange Prison Ministry Board, and ECGMBA Women’s Auxiliary, Vice President. 
The Family:  Sarah enjoys cooking and baking and has earned a great reputation for her outstanding dishes.  She resides in Mebane, North Carolina with her devoted husband of more than fifty years. She is also the proud mother of three children, grandmother of four grandchildren with the oldest being a sophomore at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

ECGMBA FOUNDER’S DAY CELEBRATION 2012 
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“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
(Mark 10:45, NKJV)
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“Leadership is listening, lifting, linking and loving.  Leading is sifting and then shifting. Leadership is fellowship and follow-ship.” (J.D. Clayton)
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East Cedar Grove Missionary Baptist Association
Smith- Thomas Convention Center

2174 Brassfield Road, P.O Box 808

Creedmoor, North Carolina 27522

Moderator, Rev. J. Eric Morgan, III

Executive Board of Directors Chair, Rev. Dr. William Richardson

www.ecgmba.org
ECGMBA LEADERSHIP 2013 – 2017
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Corresponding Secretary, Sister Lois Gooch
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Financial Secretary, Sister Sharon A. Vincent

Treasurer, Sister Linda Thomas
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