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Deukmejian
Courts ‘Little
Saigon’ Votes

By RICHARD C. PADDOCK,
Times Staff Writer

Gov. George Deukmejian, court-
ing Orange County’s growing Asian
community, toured the Vietnamese
business district in Westminster on
Friday and unveiled a freeway sign
officially designating the area “Lit-
tle Saigon.”

“Each year, Little Saigon at-
tracts thousands of tourists, shop-
pers and business people,” Deuk-
mejian said. “The dedication of this
new freeway sign is further recog-
nition of the importance of Little
Saigon as a major cultural, social
and commercial center of Southern’
California.”

The Republican governor’s
words were greeted with enthusi-
asm by several hundred Vietnam-
ese refugees who viewed the un-
veiling ceremony as official
acknowledgment of their commu-
nity.

Thriving Business Area

[n the 13 years since the commu-
nist victory in South Vietnam,
nearly 100,000 Vietnamese refu-
gees have emigrated to Orange
County and turned the strip along
Bolsa Avenue into a thriving com-
mercial district with more than
1,000 shops and businesses.

Deukmejjan's visit also was part
of a continuing effort by the Re-
publican Party to attract Vietnam-
ese-Americans as voters, support-
ers and campaign contributors.

Unlike some other immigrant
groups, the Vietnamese have been
drawn to the Republican Party —in
part because of their strong anti-
communist views,

Already, the GOP has had con-
siderable success in registering
voters from among the Vietnamese
immigrants who have become U.S.
citizens.

To capitalize on the governor's
appearance, Republican Party ac-
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Gov. George Deukmejian rubs stomach of Buddha statue as Co
Pham, president of Vietnamese Chamber of Commerce, looks on.

tivists set up a table nearby to sign
up anyone who was not yet regis-
tered to vote,

In the coming weeks, the Cali-
fornia Department of Transporta-
tion will post 13 signs that read,
“Little Saigon, Next Exit,” along-
side the San Diego and' Garden
Grove freeways—a move designed
to help draw tourists to the district.

Tourist Point

“Now it will be like Disneyland
as a tourist point of interest,” said
Van Tran, an aide to state Sen.
Edward R. Royce (R-Anaheim)
and an organizer of the ceremaony.

At the same time, the signs will
give official status to the title
“Littie Saigon,” recalling the name
of the South Vietnamese capital
more than a decade after it was
changed to Ho Chi Minh City by the
communist government.

“Only in America is Saigon being
resurrected,” Tran said in an inter-
view. Little Saigon is the largest
Vietnamese communily outside
Vietnam, he said, and is a magnet
for refugees all over the United

States.

Upon Deukmejian's arrival at the
Asian Gardens shopping mall, the
governor first rubbed the large
stomach of a statue of Buddha—a

gesture that is supposed to bring |

good luck.

“I'll need it,” joked the governor,
who has been besct recently with
problems stemming from a project-
ed $2-billion budget shortfall.

Deukmejian took a brief tour of
the mall before helping to pull the
cover off a large replica of the
freeway signs.

“It's been said that Little Saigon
is a tie to the past and a gateway to
the future for the people of Califor-
nia’s Vietnamese community," the
governor told the crowd. “I'm
confident that these new freeway
signs will serve to remind us that
the American dream is very much
alive and well here in Little Sai-
gon.”

A short time later, Deukmejian
delivered a luncheon address hon-
oring 12 Vietnamese high school
students who received scholarships
for their outstanding records.
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PERIWINKLE “vinca"
Excellent hot weather perennial!
Lavender, Pink or b

White! 4" Pot size

that provides clouds of tiny white flowers clustered
e

Vibrant brilliant colors
of large daisies on
long stems!

” GERBERA DAISIES"

1 Gdl. size
‘ REGHS o DOUBLE
hF the Waek now $2.49 3 IMPATIENS
CHINA DOLL Brightly colored, double

flowers that look like little

“Radermachera” A houseplant that likes
almost all indoor conditions!

Attractive lacy - bright

PR REG $7.99

Pass, Now
by 1Y

iy g
QUALITY ROSES
Large selection of ' ;
premium quality
roses! 4 Gal. size

“Agapanthus”
Low growing
plant with )
attractive blue flowers YA
on long stems! Extra large 36—
plants! 5 Gal. size
% REG $15.99

% % Now $8.99
DAYL“—'ES “Hemerocalils"

Popular spring and summer
B blooming perennial. Bright yellow lily-
like blossoms on tall stems! Extra large

plants! 5 Gal. size :
REGULAR $15.99 NOW $8.99

Y white flowers, bright green &
'foliage! Best in part shade!
10" Hanging Pot
REG $15.99

nNow $8.99

7
MINIATURE N
ROSES Tiny rose on lo
growing plant! Excellent pot plant
for porch or patio! 2 Gal. size
REG$9.99 NOw $7.99
MINIATURE TREE ROSE 2 Gal. size,
REG$19.99 NOW $14.99

SHADE CLOTH
Heauvy duty fabric. Great for
shading plants or covering
patios!

PLANTING
MIX AND
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83% Reg, 1,39 run. ft. NOW 89¢ . M1U1|-200H
73% Reg. 1.49 run. ft. NOW 99¢ b(gé!e /2 Cu. ft.
b i SERVICE and QUALITY NOW3$3.%9
or more
SINCE 1889 35 T

FRUIT PICKER
No more smashed fruit!
The extension pole
allows you to reach for
those hard to reach ripe

PROFESSIONAL
BLENo====DEEP FEED
Penetrates hard soil. Excellent
for lawns and ground cover!
1 Gal. Feeds 4,000 sq. ft.

MADE IN AMERICA
8 1/2” x 12" Round or Square
nose blade. 9" socket,
48" handle REG'$12.99

#AR248 or #AS248 REGULAR $7.99 ones!
ow NOW $4.99
$10.49 ~ REGULAR $16.99
each Less 2.00 mail-in rebate NOSV‘A/vﬁQs-?g)

NET cosT $2.99
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ARTESIA COSTA MESA FULLERTON GLENDALE GLENDORA
11540 E. ARTESIA 2640 HARBOR BLVD. 2830 E. IMPERIAL 5816 SAN FERNANDO 1447 E. ALOSTA
(213) 865-2416 (714) 546-5525 HWY. (714) 990-1123  (818) 243-4227 (818) 963-0328

IRVINE LA CANADA MONROVIA _ N. HOLLYWOOD ONTARIO
15285 CULVER DR. 1515 FOOTHILL 635 W. HUNTINGTON ~ 12920 MAGNOLIA 1140 N. MOUNTAIN
(714) 857-9278 (818) 790-2555 (818) 358-4516 (818) 761-1522 (714) 986-5114

SANTA ANA THOUSAND OAKS W.COVINA  WESTCHESTER  a C5ale mews UmTeD
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7540 S. SEPULVEDA  TO QUANTITIES ON HAND
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