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By Bonnie Gretzner
Jackson YMCA

Teaching children how to be safe 
around water is not a luxury; it is a neces-
sity. The YMCA’s Safety Around Water pro-
gram helps ensure kids learn essential wa-
ter safety skills. 

Held May 28-
31 at the Down-
town Branch of the 
YMCA, the annual 
Safety Around 
Water program is 
a free, four-day 
course that teach-
es children ages 
3-14 the skills 
that will reduce 
the risk of drown-
ing and give them 
confidence in and 
around water. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, drowning 
is the second-leading cause of uninten-
tional injury and death (after motor vehicle 
crashes) among children ages 1-14.  

A typical Safety Around Water session 
includes:

• Exercises to help children adjust to 
being in water

• Instruction in “Jump, Push, Turn, 
Grab” and “Swim, Float, Swim,” two skill 
sets children can use if they unexpectedly 
find themselves in the water  

• An activity that teaches children 
about specific safety topics such as pool 
rules and boating safety 

• A fun game to encourage comfort 
and activity around water

“The goal is to get kids comfortable 
around water,” said YMCA Aquatics Direc-
tor Alexa Markham. “They will learn what to 
do if they fall into water; they will learn why 
life jackets are important and how to put 
them on and much more.”

Markham said the YMCA pool is often 
kids’ first exposure 
to water. “Some 
have them have 
never been to the 
pool, and they are 
terrified of water,” 
she said. “After 
a few lessons, 
they have so 
much more con-
fidence. “In ad-
dition to learning 
these potentially 
life-saving skills, 

kids gain a chance to bond with family and 
friends, a sense of accomplishment and the 
health benefits of exercise. 

How to register: Although the program 
is free to the community, pre-registration is 
required because space is limited. 

Stop by the YMCA, 127 W. Wesley St., 
downtown to register, sign a waiver and re-
serve a time slot; available times are 4:45-
5:15 p.m.; 5:30-6 p.m.; and 6:15-6:45 p.m. 
Kids come each of those days, Tuesday 
through Friday, for 30 minutes. All partici-
pants should bring a swimsuit and towel, 
although a limited number are available 
for use on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Questions? Call the YMCA at 517.782.0537.

Sign up today for this free YMCA pro-
gram for ages 3-14.

Give Your Child Confidence 
in and Around Water



Community J.A.C.K.S.    page 3  

By Val Herr
I started this project be-

c a u s e 
honestly, I 
was tired 
and over-
w h e l m e d 
by people’s 
n e g a t i v e 
comments 
a b o u t 
J a c k s o n . 

Every town has issues, and 
yes they need to be ad-
dressed, but every town 
also has things and people 
that are unique, something 
to be proud of and recog-
nized. This is what I have 
been trying to do: highlight-
ing the positives of Jack-
son and why I chose to live, 
work, and play here. This 
month I am focusing on the 

people of Jackson. While 
I have never lived outside 
of Jackson County, I have 
worked all over the state, 
and honestly, the people in 
Jackson County are some of 
the best I have ever had the 
pleasure of meeting. While 
we have amazing parks, golf 
courses, and restaurants, 
it’s the people who at some 
point had the vision to cre-
ate these experiences and 
trusting that the people who 
came after them would val-
ue and take care of them so 
others may also have amaz-
ing experiences. These 
people didn’t think of them-
selves, they thought of oth-
ers. I am a big supporter of 
self-care, but you don’t have 
to compromise self-care for 
being kind and doing for 

others. It’s about balance. 
If everyone in Jackson did 
one random act of kindness 
every day in May think of 
the possibilities. Seriously, 
take a minute and think…. 
Think about the message 
this sends to our kids, neigh-
bors, co-workers and total 
strangers. We won’t be able 
to fix the world’s problems, 
but we can have a positive 
impact on those we encoun-
ter. I challenge you to care 
about the people in your 
community and act. Below 
is an example of 30 Days 
of Kindness for adults and 
ideas for kids.  When you 
do a random act of kindness 
this month share it on so-
cial media #jacksonpositive. 
Let’s see what a difference 
we can make in just 30 days.

Learn to be a Tourist in Your Hometown

Consider One Random Act of Kindness This Month

After 92 Years We Are
GOING OUT OF BUSINESS
EVERYTHING MUST GO!
Stop in for great deals and register for amazing prizes!

208 S. Jackson St. • Downtown
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By Wendy Clow
Habitat  for Humanity

Janet was sitting at her 
kitchen table after getting 
her kids on the bus. She was 
on her second cup of coffee 
and had a couple of hours 
before she had to get ready 
for work. Working the eve-
ning shift makes for a long 
day, and she had things to 
get done before going in. At 
this moment she was look-
ing at her list of bills she had 
to pay and trying to figure 
out how she was going to 
make the money stretch this 
month. 

Janet is a 29-year-old 
single mom of three kids, 
ages 9, 6 and 5. The father 
of the 9-year-old has never 
been in the picture. He was 
a mistake she made when 
she was 19, and when he 
learned she was pregnant, 
he took off. Three years later 
she met and moved in with 
a man she thought would 
be her forever partner. She 
was wrong again. That rela-
tionship ended a couple of 
years ago, and she’s been 
on her own ever since. 

As a custodian at the local 
hospital, Janet earns $10/
hour. The father of her two 
youngest children is sup-
posed to pay $250/month in 
child support, but he lost his 
job and hasn’t paid in over 
six months. She receives 
nothing from the father of 
her oldest. She’s thought 

about going back to school 
so that she can get a better 
job at the hospital, maybe 
as a nurse. But a nursing 
program requires full time 
hours at school, between 
classes and clinicals, and 
she’s barely able to work 
enough to pay the bills and 
take care of her kids as it is. 

Janet’s monthly bills are: 
$550 for rent, $50 for a 
phone, $150-200 for utili-
ties, $100 for insurance, 
$30 for trash pick-up and 
$70 for TV/internet. De-
pending on the time of year 
and her shifts at work, she 
sometimes also has to pay 
$75 a week for child care. 
So her monthly expenses 
total anywhere between 
$1,050 and $1,300, and that 
doesn’t include groceries, 
gas for her car, or anything 
extra her kids may need. 
Fortunately, her car is paid 
for – she bought a cheap 
one with her tax refund last 
year. At $10/hour, Janet’s 
take-home pay is roughly 
$1,200/month. 

With Janet’s income and 
family size, she qualifies for 
government assistance for 
food and health care. She 
relies on the help of family 
and friends for child care if 
she can when she works a 
late or overnight shift. Janet 
and her three children live in 
a two-bedroom apartment – 
it’s all they can afford. Luck-
ily, her oldest and youngest 

are boys and can share 
a room. And she and her 
daughter share the other 
room… 

Ok… Janet is a fictious 
character, made up for this 
story in order to illustrate the 
reality for so many people in 
our community. Janet may 
not be a real person, but 
there are virtually thousands 
of ‘Janets’ living among us, 
and for them, the scenario 
described above is a very 
real situation. 

In the city of Jackson, 
the annual median house-
hold income is less than 
$29,000. Approximately 
37% of people in the city live 
below that level of income. 
69% of those who live in 
poverty in the city are single 
females. The average rent 
for a 3-bedroom home is 
$770. 

For a parent like Janet, 
who is beyond stressed 
about making ends meet 
just so she can feed, clothe, 
and house her kids, there is 
no room left to worry about 
other things like education, 
good health, and planning 
for the future. Housing is 
one of the most basic needs 
for a family, and until that 
need is met, others can’t 
be. Meeting that need of-
ten keeps a family living in 
poverty stuck in the cycle of 
poverty, because there isn’t 
time or money available to 
do the things necessary to 

climb out of the hole. 
In Janet’s scenario, she’s 

paying more than half of 
her income on housing. 
This is happening in cities 
all over the country, and 
it’s unacceptable. The de-
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) 
has programs specifically to 
help people like Janet with 
their housing needs. Two 
of HUD’s programs used 
by the city of Jackson are 
CDBG and HOME. Among 
other things, these pro-
grams are designed to sub-
sidize the cost of building 
and/or rehabbing housing 
units for low income fami-
lies and require the monthly 
expense for the families liv-
ing in the units to be less 
than 30% of their income. 
In recent years, funding for 
these programs has been 
significantly reduced. Ev-
ery year, they get put on the 
chopping block in the fed-
eral budget, with only ag-
gressive intervention from 
advocates who lobby leg-
islators to keep them, pre-
venting them from being cut 
altogether. 

There are so many chal-
lenges for people living in 
poverty, and many organi-
zations in our community 
have programs in place to 
help. Assistance is available 
for everything from food, 
to housing, to health care, 
to child care, and more. 
This assistance is often 
provided by nonprofits like 
Community Action Agency, 
Habitat for Humanity, Jack-
son Housing Commission, 
Center for Family Health, 
Jackson Interfaith Shelter, 
food banks… to name a 
few. Countless others ex-
ist, serving a wide range of 
needs. The only way these 
organizations can exist and 
do the work they do is by 
the generosity of people like 
you in our community who 
give their time in volunteer 
hours and dollars in dona-
tions. 

If you’re able, please look 
into finding a way to help 
whichever organization 
speaks to your heart. Giv-
ing of your time and other 
resources to help people in 
need is the most rewarding 
thing you’ll ever do.

Habitat for Humanity

Challenges are Great for Many



By Kelli Schweizer
H a p p y 

May! It is 
F I N A L LY 
s t a r t i n g 
to warm 
up and 
giving us 
time to en-
joy some 
b e a u t i f u l 

days outside. I don’t know 
about you, but it seemed 
like an extra-long winter 
cooped up inside of the 
house and then a very rainy 
spring where we spent 
even MORE time inside! 
What are some of your fa-
vorite things to do with your 
kiddos while playing out-
side? One of ours is looking 
for butterflies! That served 
as my inspiration for our 
crafts this month, Beautiful 
Butterflies! These were so 
easy to do – and BONUS 
– they can make an extra 
special Mother’s Day gift for 
Grandma! We created two 
different butterflies, and a 
lot of the materials you may 
already have on hand!

Coffee Filter Butterflies

Materials Needed:
- Coffee filters
- Water
- Food coloring
- Bowls to mix water and 

food coloring 
- Paintbrush
- Clothespin
- Googly eyes
- Glue
- Something to cover your 

table with (we just used pa-
per plates)

How To:
Step 1: Lay out something 

to cover your table, or use 
paper plates to hold the cof-
fee filters.

Step 2: Mix a few drops of 
food coloring with water in 
individual bowls. We used 
red, yellow and blue. You 
can use whatever colors 
you’d like!

Step 3: Using a paint-
brush, brush the ‘paint’ mix-
ture onto the coffee filters. 
They are such pretty water-
colors!

Step 4: Let the painted 
coffee filters dry overnight.

Step 5: Glue googly eyes 
onto a clothespin.

Step 6: Once coffee filter 
is dry, bunch up the middle 
and clip with clothespin. 
You’ve now created two 
beautiful, water-colored 
wings! 

Paper Plate Butterflies 

Materials Needed:
- Paper plates (we used 

leftover paper plates from a 

birthday party, so they were 
already a pretty color!)

- Pipe cleaners 
- Scissors
- Gems, stickers or mark-

ers

How To:
Step 1: Flip over your 

paper plate – cut out two 
large triangle shapes – one 
on the top and one on the 
bottom. You’ll be left with a 
small middle area and what 
looks like two wings.

Step 2: Wrap a pipe 
cleaner around the small 
middle area, leaving both 
ends sticking up to look like 
the antenna. 

Step 3: Let the kiddos 
decorate the butterflies 
as they wish! Ta-da! Easy 
Peasy!

Kelli is a stay at home 
mom with three children. 
Before becoming a stay-
at-home mom, she was an 
Account Executive for Mlive 
Media Group. Now you’ll 
find her enjoying being a 
mother and photographer.

Arts J.A.C.K.S.    page 5  

My Beautifully Inspired Mess

Beautiful Butterflies

Photos by Kelli Schweizer
Above: Ryan Schweizer 
beams with  pride as he 
shows off his butterfly cre-
ation.  Below: Evan  and 
Sophie Schweizer careful-
ly add colors to their cof-
fee filter butterfly.
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Jackson School of the Arts is so Much Fun, 
Kids Do Not Realize They are Learning

By Amy Fracker,
Assistant Director

Jackson School of the Arts
The sun is finally starting 

to shine 
a little 
b r i g h t e r 
and we’re 
g e t t i n g 
closer to 
s u m m e r.  
I, like most 
p a r e n t s 
are start-

ing to try and figure out 
how to engage my child 
this summer.  I know my 
daughter wants her hang 
out time with friends, but I 
love to throw her into some 
good old creative outlets.  
It helps that I work at the 
best place for fun summer 
opportunities!  So, let me 
share with you why it’s so 
important to keep you kids 
engaged in learning during 
summer break.

When it comes to certain 
kinds of knowledge, kids 
really do have to “use it or 
lose it.” This is especially 
true for kids with learn-
ing and attention issues. 
Summer learning loss 
can set kids with learning 
and attention issues back 
as much as two to three 
months.  So it’s essential to 
strike a balance between 
reinforcing academic skills 
and having lots of summer 
fun.

I love that at Jackson 
School of the Arts, our 
classes are so fun that kids 
don’t even realize they are 
learning.  It’s about achiev-
ing that balance of getting 
kids engaged to learn and 
yet have an enjoyable ex-
perience at the same time.  
Kids need a break from the 

routine of the school day.
     A summer break also 

helps relieve some of the 
pressure experienced dur-
ing the academic year. 
Students not pressured by 
midterms, term papers and 
final exams are more free 
to explore personal proj-
ects at their own pace dur-
ing the summer. Personal 
ventures, such as an art 
project can be just as en-
riching as structured class. 
Free time helps foster cre-
ativity often overlooked 
during the regular school 
year and makes individuals 
more well-rounded. Pursu-
ing personal interests such 
as dancing, or theater ven-

tures out of one’s own free 
will and on one’s own time 
can be even more worth-
while than sticking to the 
structured regime of class-
es and internships. These 
projects will shine on re-
sumes as they exhibit true 
passion and interest on the 
individual’s part.

In addition to keeping the 
brain moving, we strive to 
keep the body moving as 
well.  Summer is a great 
time to try out something 
new.  A dance class for ex-
ample.  Maybe your child 
takes a ballet class dur-
ing the school year - for 
a change in the summer, 
try hip hop or acro.  My 

daughter loved her theater 
class last summer.  For her 
it was fun to pretend and 
meet new friends.  I know 
I loved that she was prac-
ticing public speaking and 
being comfortable in front 
of a crowd.  

I also love that during 
summer classes kids get 
to meet new friends.  My 
daughter loves that at 

Jackson School of the Arts 
she has friends that don’t 
go to her school.  What a 
wonderful way to broaden 
her friend base.  She looks 
forward to seeing her JSA 
friends every summer!

Take a look at our web-
site:  Jacksonarts.org and 
start making your plans!  
It’s going to be a great 
summer!

If your business or organiza-
tion would like to submit an 
article for FREE publication, 
please do so by the 3rd Friday 
of each month.

Reach your audience with 
advertising in Jackson’s 

only resource guide.

Email for more information
jacksfamilyguide@gmail.com

or call
Stefanie Riggs at

517-474-1422
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By Aaron Dimick, Public Information
Officer for the City of Jackson 

With spring in full swing and summer on 
the horizon, the Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment is getting ready to offer 
fun for all ages in the City of 
Jackson. 

The City is offering a wide 
range of youth programs this 
year. Popular activities like 
soccer, gymnastics, tennis, 
and swim lessons are all re-
turning, along with special 

youth camps. 
We’re offering our first-ever Wrestling 

Camp for grades 3 through 6 at Jackson High 
School in July. That’s in addition to our football, 
track and basketball camps. 

Adults can also look forward to getting ac-
tive this summer, taking advantage of soccer, 
tennis, pickleball and water aerobics programs. 
You will also have opportunities to get friends 
together and participate in our planned dodge-
ball and wiffleball tournaments. 

We also want to make sure residents ages 
50 and over are engaging in activities that are 
designed to support independence and en-
hance quality of life. Bingo, walking, coloring, 
travel programs and monthly dinners are just a 
few of the activities the City offers. 

The Ella Sharp Golf Course and our two 
community centers, the Boos Center and the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Center, also offer long 
lists of programs to keep residents moving all 
spring and summer. 

The opening of the pool at Nixon Park is a 
highly anticipated event. The pool is scheduled 
to open Monday, June 17 and will stay open 
through the summer until Saturday, August 17. 
Families can cool off by splashing around in 
the pool or taking a trip down the water slide. 
Nixon Park also features a skate park for skate-

boarders. 
To learn more about these pro-

grams, go to the Parks and Rec-
reation page of the City’s website, 
cityofjackson.org. A full brochure of 
spring and summer programs can be 
found online. Paper copies are also 
distributed through Jackson Public 
Schools. Registration forms can also 
be obtained online or by visiting the 
Parks and Recreation Department at 
Jackson City Hall. 

The City of Jackson wishes 
everyone a safe and active warm-
weather season. We hope residents 
take advantage of all the wonderful 
activities our community has to offer.

Fun For All Ages This Spring and Summer in Jackson 

Photo contributed by the City of Jackson
Above: Nixon Park pool, bursts with excitement during the summer months in Jackson. 
Below: Basketball is one of the many organized sports offered by the Jackson Parks & Rec-
reation Department.



By Victoria Beaman
Owner, The V Spa

Did you know when the 
body temperture is raised 
just a couple of degrees 
with infrared treatment be-
tween 108-113 degrees 
it kills cancer cells? Our 
FIT Body Infrared Wrap 
can raise your body tem-
perature in just minutes!! 
The core temperature of 
the body doesn’t go above 
100.6 degrees.

Other Infrared Ben-
efits:

-Boost Metabolism
-Burn Calories
-Shrink Fat Cells
-Re-balance Digestion
-Boost Your Mood
-Improve Skin Clarity
-Feel Better
-Promotes Healing
-Relieves Pain
-Smooths Cellulite
-Detoxes
-SO MUCH MORE!

Red Light Benefits:
-Reduce crows feet, un-

der eye wrinkles, forehead 
wrinkles, & laugh lines

-Stimulate elastin & col-
lagen production

-Tighten and firm your 
skin (non-surgical face lift)

-Reduce the appear-
ance of blemishes, red-
ness, age spots, & hyper-
pigmentation

-Repair skin damage 
(scarring, burns, acne 
scars, rosacea, eczema, 
psoriasis, & athlete’s foot)

-Heal wounds faster 
& better while preventing 
scars.

$99 gets you a year 
long membership! $20 per 
session with access to 
BOTH beds.

Enter our drawing to 
waive your $99 member-
ship fee by liking the VSpa 
Facebook page, a winner 
from J.A.C.K.S. Communi-
ty Guide will be announced 
live on FB on 5-22-2019.

The first 10 returning In-
frared or Red Light guests 
will receive a FREE bottle 
of Fit Booster! Anti-cellu-
lite, anti- aging, firming, & 

moisturizing to boost your 
Infrared results.

To schedule an appoint-
ment visit: https://squEre.
site/book/ 2HVZM6K-
2BNAWX/vspa-jackson-mi

Text Infrared to 517-
588-1648 to try a 30 min-

ute session on us!!
XXOO
Victoria

As one of Michigan’s pre-
mier makeup artists, Vic-
toria has brought a wealth 
of knowledge about natu-

ral beauty to the Jackson 
area. With all genres of 
work under her belt, she 
continues to enhance her 
given talent with on-going 
education, as well as guest 
teaching at local aesthetic 
and cosmetology schools.
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Huge Price Reduction on Fit Body Infrared Wrap & Red Light Therapy Bed



Contributed by
Imagine Planet

Thank you so much to 
the Speckhard Knight Foun-
dation which once again is 
instrumental in keeping our 
doors open. Thanks for the 
continued support!

As I write this, the spring 
peepers are calling loudly. 
There are 13 species of 
frog and toad in Michigan.  
Toads do not have teeth. 
Frogs have teeth but do not 
bite people. Both animals 
lay their eggs in water and 
the young are known as 
tadpoles.  There is noth-
ing quite as amazing as 
the transformation from 
a tadpole to a frog!  The 
Blanchard’s Cricket frog 
is a threatened species in 
Michigan and the Fowler’s 
toad and the Pickerel frog 
are both species of species 
of special concern.  For 
more information on Michi-
gan’s frogs and the Frog 
and Toad Survey, including 
recordings of calls, check 
out the DNR website.  Nev-
er touch frogs or toads with 
hands that have hand sani-
tizer or bug spray on them. 

 “It’s a good time for 
the DNR to remind people 
about state regulations re-
garding the collection and 
possession of frogs, toads 
and salamanders.  In order 
to protect breeding colo-
nies, these animals (includ-
ing tadpoles) may only be 
collected and possessed by 
the public from the last Sat-
urday in May through Nov. 
15. Outside of this posses-
sion season, the public is 
encouraged to take walks 
and observe them in their 
natural habitat but not inter-
fere with or directly handle 
the animals.  When the pos-
session season opens May 
26, people 17 years of age 
and older are required to 

have a 2018 recreational 
fishing license to collect 
and possess frogs, toads 
and salamanders. A strict 
possession limit of 10 ani-
mals (in any combination) 
is enforced. 

Practicing catch-and-re-
lease techniques is a great 
way for parents to encour-
age their children’s natural 
curiosity about frogs, toads 
and salamanders,” said 
DNR biologist Tom Goniea. 
“We also strongly recom-
mend not trying to keep wild 
frogs, toads or salaman-
ders as pets, because they 
generally will not survive 
well in captivity.”  Regard-
less, when the season clos-
es Nov. 15, all living frogs, 
toads or salamanders col-
lected and in possession 
from the open season must 
be released back into the 
wild.” (DNR website) Enjoy! 

Imagine Planet has our 
own pair of frogs, but they 
don’t come from Michigan.  
White's tree frogs (Litoria 
caerulea)  are an adaptable 
species native to Australia 
and New Guinea. A milky 
white coating called "caer-
viein" helps them survive 
in dry areas, allowing them 
to live in agricultural and 
suburban areas. White's 
tree frogs are rather large, 
ranging in length from 3 to 
4.5 inches (7 to 11.5 centi-
meters). Females are usu-
ally slightly bigger than the 
males.

The first impression 
that any visitors to Imag-
ine Planet have is that our 
frogs are fake.  White’s tree 
frogs look like toy frogs.  
They don’t move a lot and 
are comparatively large. 
“These frogs range in color 
from a light blue to emerald 
green or almost gray across 
their backs and milky white 
bellies. Females have white 

throats, and males have a 
grayish wrinkled vocal sac 
underneath their throat.  
Like many other tree frogs, 
White's tree frogs can 
change color to some de-
gree.

These frogs have enor-
mous toe pads with partial 
webbing between fingers 
and almost complete web-
bing between toes. The eye 
has a horizontal pupil; most 
other tree frogs have verti-
cal pupils. The fatty ridge 
over the eye is a distinctive 
feature of the species.

The White's tree frog 
is native to Australia and 
southern New Guinea and 
has been introduced to 
New Zealand. These tree 
frogs can live in either sea-
sonally dry or wet habitats. 
They prefer moist, for-
ested environments but 
have skin that can adjust 
to drier situations. White's 
tree frogs do not typically 
live in or near water, but 
instead live in trees. Rain 
collects on leaves, in cup-
shaped plants and in crev-
ices in tree trunks, allowing 
the frogs access to water. 
These places are replen-
ished with water from the 
almost daily rains and the 
frogs always have a source 
of water to keep themselves 
moist.” (National Zoo web-
site)  Our frogs are domes-
tically bred and quite used 
to being handled. Their skin 
adaptations allow them to 
be handled more easily 
than other frogs.  This spe-
cies’ conservation status is 
that of least concern.  

Imagine Planet has a 
lot going on this year.  On 
Saturday, May 4th we will 
be having our third annual 
Earth and Space Science 
Day from 11am to 6pm here 
at 632 E. Michigan Ave. We 
will be at the Around the 

Park for Autism Walk/Run 
on May 11th at Cascades 
from 10 am to 11:30, at Is-
lands of Wellness on May 
19th from 11 am to 2 pm at 
the fairgrounds, Kids’ Fest 
on June 14th from 10 am 
to 3 pm at the fairgrounds, 
and the Learning Fair on 

July 11th and 12th at the 
Northwest Upper Elemen-
tary School.  These are all 
free and I hope you can 
come and see us there.  

Please visit our Face-
book page for more infor-
mation about upcoming 
events and news.
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By Barb Barnes
North Star Montessori 
Founder, Director, and
Montessori Educator 

Summer 
at North 
Star Mon-
tessori is 
a magi-
cal place 
where kids 
can have 
many ad-

ventures learning indoors 
and out. Our hands-on ac-
tivities we do in our Sum-
mer Fun Classes take on 
a whole new level of fun 
in the sun. Painting and 
creating crafts in the fresh 
air inspires our young art-
ists as we create under the 
shade of our favorite trees. 
We incorporate wonder-
ful stories, music, move-
ment, art and, of course, 
outside play in each one 
of our 3 day themed Sum-
mer Fun Classes. Whether 
it is learning the names of 
our colors in Spanish using 
teamwork and our big para-
chute, or painting Oceans 
of underwater life with our 
water colors at the picnic 
tables, or digging for dino-
saur bones until we build a 
T-Rex, kids thrive  learning 
by doing.  We love eating 
our lunches outside and 
then hopping down to run 
through the grass, past our 
oversized sandbox, care-
fully traversing  a log to a 
large rock under the shade 

of several Oak trees. There 
we can pretend we are king 
of that rock, or that it is our 
campsite, or better yet our 
stage to sing our song to 
the world. Wherever our 
imaginations take us we 
know we will have lots of 
fun just being kids with our 
friends.

 
Play is the child’s

Natural Door to Learning

When asked, “What did 
you learn today?”, most 
young children say, “I just 
played or I don’t know.” 
However, kids are learning 
all the time, they just don’t 
realize it. Children might 
be excited to show you the 
acorn they found under a 
tree or the caterpillar they 
found on a leaf in the but-
terfly garden or some facts 
about dinosaur bones that 

they talked about on a dino 
dig. However, they will not 
necessarily tell you how 
they learned to be a good 
friend by listening and tak-
ing turns while excavating 
bones, or how they learned 
to enjoy and respect nature 
and living things by observ-
ing caterpillars in the but-
terfly garden as they rest on 
the fennel leaves munching 
away getting fat for their 
cocoons. How they noticed 
the tiniest little things and 
made estimations like big-
gest and smallest, longest 
and shortest, or felt smooth 
and bumpy, and counted 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9... pro-
claiming I have 10 or he 
has less or we need more 
when gathering and col-
lecting things like acorns, 
twigs, stones and other ob-
jects in nature.

 If you are looking for sum-

mer fun full of hands-on ex-
periences indoors and out 
check out our full listing of 
Summer Fun Classes at 
NorthStarMontessoriJack-
son.com or give us a call 

at 787-3026 we would be 
happy to tell you all about 
them. We are also open all 
summer for summer care 
Monday - Friday 7am -5:30 
pm.

Montessori Education

North Star: A Magical Place for Learning
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NOW
ENROLLING

2019/2020 School Year
1320 Francis St.- Jackson

517-879-1380
www.francisstreetprimary.com

Every Child Will Learn
Every Child Will Be Known & Cared For

• Headstart • Kindergarten - 3rd Grade
• Small Class Sizes • New Building

• Tuition Free Public School

Join us May 21 

Pizza & Salad Dinner

at 5:30 pm

Informational Session 

Q & A, Tours

until 7:00 pm

By Laura Wyble
Principal 

Francis Street Primary
As Francis Street Primary con-

cludes our first year as a public 
school district, authorized by the 
State of Michigan, we are pleased 
to share with you some accom-
plishments and highlights of this 
school year:

• The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
for our beautiful, new school which 
we have come to love

• Our first field trip to ArtPrize in 
Grand Rapids last September

• Our wonderful Guest Read-
ers came in every Friday during our 
March is Reading Month celebra-
tion

• Our families organized a fund-
raiser for the playground

• The partnership we have with 
the Jackson YMCA

• Our Friday Reading Buddies 
program

• 78% of our students made sig-

nificant academic progress in Eng-
lish language arts and math 

• Our Girl Scouts Outreach pro-
gram meets every week

• The start of the Weekend 
Backpack Program

• Our Wild World Animal Visit 
brought nature into the classroom 
by introducing our young natural-
ists to a possum, a fennec fox, a 
tarantula, and a Burmese python

• The plans we are making 
to visit Binder Park Zoo in Battle 
Creek and Kids and Stuff Museum 
in Albion

• We are pleased to report our 
student enrollment has remained 
consistent 

• We appreciate all of the neigh-
borhood support 

• We are excited for the in-
creased awareness by the commu-
nity at large

• We have truly come to enjoy 
our students and their families

As we prepare for our second 

year at Francis Street Primary, we 
look forward to:

• Continued academic progress 
for our students

• Our plan to add a 3rd grade 
• Continuing our relationship 

with Community Action Agency and 
the Headstart Program

• Maintaining small class sizes
• Another year of serving our 

children and families well
Information and enrollment 

forms can be found on our website 
(francisstreetprimary.com) or by 
calling 517-879-1380. You are also 
welcome to stop in and visit Francis 
Street Primary at 1320 Francis St., 
Monday through Friday, 9:00 AM – 
4:00 PM. We invite you to join the 
journey!

Francis Street Primary School Inaugural Year a Resounding Success


