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Welcome to J.A.C.K.S. —

Jackson Area Collaborative Knowledge Source.
Our mission is to inspire community unification and
promote the voices of organizations and individuals
in Jackson County through a collaborative monthly
publication.
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Savannah Riggs
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If you or your business would like to submit a FREE article or learn
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photo release. The Jackson Area Collaborative Knowledge Source is a collaborative
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Find us at one of your favorite area businesses!
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Cleaning Services

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL CLEANING

We can help you out with your
spring cleaning!

517.414.7643

Locally owned and operated
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Serving Jackson and the surrounding areas

Jackson READS! to Give Away
More Than 10,000 Free Books
at Annual Museum Day Event

Contributed by
Jackson County ISD

Families across Jackson County are
invited to one of the community’s most
anticipated events of the year as Jackson
READS! hosts its annual “Imagine — Ex-
plore — Read” Big Book Giveaway on Sat-
urday, May 9 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Ella
Sharp Park, in partnership with Jackson
County Museum Day.

The free, family-friendly event will fea-
ture the distribution of more than 10,000
brand-new books for children from birth
through eighth grade. Each child in atten-
dance will receive a complimentary bag of
books to take home, helping build person-
al libraries and encourage a lifelong love
of reading. In addition, the event will offer
a Choice Books area, allowing children to
select titles that match their individual in-
terests.

“Events like this are about more than
just giving away books—they’re about cre-
ating excitement around reading and mak-
ing sure every child has access to stories
that inspire them,” said Sandy White, Lit-
eracy Consultant for the Jackson County
Intermediate School District.

In addition to the book giveaway, fami-
lies can enjoy a full day of engaging activi-
ties throughout Ella Sharp Park as part of
Jackson County Museum Day. Highlights
include:

* Live author readings and book sign-
ings featuring six authors

» A StoryWalk experience around the
museum grounds featuring Don’'t Trust
Fish by Neil Sharpson

* Hands-on STEM activities designed
to spark curiosity and creativity

* Interactive exhibits and family activi-
ties across the museum campus

The Jackson READS! book giveaway
continues to be a cornerstone event in
promoting literacy throughout the commu-
nity, bringing together families, educators,
and local partners in support of student
success.

About Jackson READS!
Jackson READS! is a community-wide
literacy initiative dedicated to improv-
ing reading outcomes for children across
Jackson County by increasing access to
books and fostering a love of reading at
an early age.

Since 1973

WE PROVIDE...

..BUSINESS CONSULTING
..ACCOUNTING SERVICES
..?AYROLL PREPARATION
..TTAX SERVICES
..RETIREMENT PLANNING
.COLLEGE PLANNING

.FINANCIAL SERVICES

www.goldsmithandassociates.com

weaLTH MANAGEMENT §17.784.46()(

2508 Spring Arbor Road * Jackson

GOLDEMITH
ASSOCIATES

Y CHS

Cascades Humane Sociaby

PAWS IN THE PARK

May 30, 2026 - Cascades Park
10:00am Start Time

Join us for our 9th annual 5k run/walk at
Cascades Falls Park! Paws in the Park is one of
Cascades Humane Society's largest fundraisers of
the year. All donations and registration fees go
straight to the animals in our care. The park is
located at 1401 S Brown St, Jackson, MI 49203,

Register Now
= = oK Run/Walk - $35

. 1-Mile Wool Walk - $25

Virtual 5K - $40
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Hometown Eats

May 2026: RJ’s Burgers & Ice Cream Co.

By Val Herr

I’'m a bit ashamed to admit that it took
me this long to try RJ’s Burgers & Ice
Cream Co.. Walking in,
| instantly felt a youthful
joy, like being immersed
in an adult Candyland.
Bright, fun colors, whim-
sical décor, and the smell
of great food greeted us
right away and set the
tone for a fun, relaxed ex-

perience.

After reviewing the menu and asking a
few questions of the friendly staff, we each
decided on a different burger and fries. If
you can imagine the perfect smash burg-
er, it's exactly what RJ’s provides. Juicy,

tender, and full of flavor. Our only mistake
was each ordering fries. One order could
easily feed two people, and they were the
perfect complement to the burgers.

While on this trip we didn’t experience
their ice cream desserts (we were too full),
we will absolutely be back. This wonderful
spot in the heart of downtown Jackson is
the perfect place to grab a great lunch or
celebrate a success. It's easy to see why it
has become such a local favorite.

As adults, we don’t often take the time
to indulge ourselves with a bit of fun and
sugar, but it’s important that we do. Life is
short, eat the ice cream (in moderation),
and make memories with those you love.

| give RJ’s Burgers & Ice Cream Co.
4.75 stars.

Photo courtesy of Val Herr

A Summer Belonging Starts Here:
The Jackson YMCA Is the Place to Be

Contributed by

the Jackson YMCA

Summer is a time for exploration, growth, and unfor-
gettable memories, and there’s no better place for kids to
experience it all than at the Jackson YMCA. At the Jack-
son YMCA, Day Camp is more than just a schedule of
activities. It's a place where kids discover new interests,
build lasting friendships, and feel a true sense of belong-
ing. Whether they’re diving into science experiments, tak-
ing field trips, or creating masterpieces in art class, every
camper finds their spark. Our trained staff create a safe,
welcoming environment where every child is celebrated
for who they are. And with a mix of indoor and outdoor
adventures, no two days are ever the same. Registration
is open now and spots are filling fast. Camp runs June
8th - August 14th and camp hours are 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
with wrap around care 7:30 am to 6:00 pm.

Sign up for all 10 weeks or choose the weeks that
sound most exciting for you. Ready to give your child
the best summer ever? Visit www. JacksonYMCA.org to
learn more and register today.

'q-_'.J
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Jackson Community
Garden Event

Saturday, May 16th
8 a.m. to noon

@ Plants available al greal prices!

Participants
& Jackson County Mastar
] The Men's Garden Club
@ The Women's Gardon

Knowlaedgable gardenars to answer
questions & help select plants

Garden tools sharpened for cash
donation & refurbished tools available

Soll testing bags and collection
hstmc:tiurn%wg?lahla

. Invasive species information booth

f Wind Rock Nurseny
@’MM%
@ Spocias Hanagerment Area

Event Location: Jackson County Fairgrounds (Keeley Park), Barn #3

ASALLEGRA

MARKETING ¢ PRINT ® MAIL
1232 S. West Ave « Jackson, Ml 49203

One Local Contact.
amy@allegrajacksonmi.com

Cash, and Checks with proper 1D preferred MARKETING PRINT

- ™

Looking for a local
print provider?
We are it.

©00900

I DEZIGH BROMO APPADE]
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Jackson County Animal
Shelter’s Adoptable Pets:
Kodiak and Maddie

Contributed by the
Jackson County
Animal Shelter

Kodiak

If you're looking for a
friendly, striking compan-
ion, Kodiak might be your
guy. This one-year-old male
Siberian Husky came to
the shelter as a stray. He’s
super friendly and house-
trained, and he did well
when meeting new dogs as
long as play didn’t get too

Availability dates reflect
when dogs become JCAS
property, and medical needs
may delay adoption. A meet
and greet with your dog is
required, and a cat room
walk-through is available to
test reactions. Dogs go to
approved applicants. Adop-
tion fees are $200 for medi-
um/large dogs and $300 for
puppies/small dogs, includ-
ing vaccinations, microchip,
and sterilization.

rough. Kodiak arrived at
just 35 Ibs, so he tends to A
eat very quickly. When he

visited the cat room, he
was a little unsure of the
hissers. Like most Hus-
kies, he is social, indepen-
dent, and can be a bit stub-
born, with a thick double
coat and a strong need for
companionship. What he
really wants now is a home
where he can settle in and
be part of the family.

Come meet Kodiak at
the Jackson County Animal
Shelter. Dog adoptions re-
quire an application: https://
www.co.jackson.mi.us/Dog-
Adoption-Application.

Contributed by
Cascades Humane Society

Challah is a lovable
mixed bully breed with a
heart as big as his cuddle
game. A true lap dog at
heart, he thrives on atten-
tion and affection and is
happiest when he’s close
to his people. Whether it's
leaning in for pets, follow-
ing you from room to room,
or settling in for a snuggle,
Challah is all about human
connection and soaking up
every bit of love he can get.
At 43 Ibs, he’s the perfect
size for couch time and com-
panionship, always ready to
be right by your side.

Challah is heartworm
positive, which means his

Cascades Humane Society’s Pet of the Month
—

Cascades Humane Saciety

breed, known for being play-
ful, intelligent, and dog-like.
Maddie gets along well with
the other cats where she is
housed and is relaxed and
friendly with everyone she
meets. With her huge gold
eyes and easygoing nature,
she is a sweet and one-of-a-
kind companion.

Maddie is available at
the Jackson County Animal
Shelter, 3370 Spring Arbor
Rd., Jackson, Michigan.

Cat adoption fees are

$60 for one cat or $80

for two and include ap-
plicable tests, vaccines,

Jackson County .4 gpavineuter. Any

- U.J Animal Shelter necessary medical pro-

Maddie

Small  but unforget-
table, Maddie is a cat with
a look and personality all
her own. This two-year-old
solid black cat came to the
shelter as a stray. She is on
the smaller side at just 7 Ibs
and has one very unique
feature: she has no tail. The
other cats who came in with
her share this trait, which is
characteristic of the Manx

future family will need to
bring him back for ongoing
heartworm treatment. With
proper care and follow-up,
dogs like Challah can go on
to live happy, healthy lives,

and he’s more than ready
to take that journey with a
committed adopter by his
side. He is vaccinated, neu-
tered, and microchipped,
and his adoption fee is
$310. If you're looking for
an affectionate compan-
ion who will happily fill your

TOTAL

943

JCHS

Cascades Humane Society

ADOPTIONS

cedures may slightly
delay adoption. Visiting in
person is best, but you can
also apply online: https://
www.co.jackson.mi.us/Doc-
umentCenter/View/1894/
Cat-Adoption-Application-
PDF, fax to 517-780-4750,
or email animalshelter@mi-
jackson.org

. For more information,
visit mijackson.org/579/
Animal-Shelter, find us on
Facebook, or view all pets
on Petango.com.

lap and your life with love,
Challah may be the perfect
match for you.

About the Cascades
Humane Society
Organized and incor-
porated in 1952, Cas-
cades Humane Society
is dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of animals,
promoting  responsible
pet ownership, and cre-
ating lasting connections
between pets and families.
If you are interested in do-
nating, volunteering, or
learning about other ways
to support CHS, please call
517-787-7387 or email hgo-
lightly@chspets.org to learn
more.

PETS IN NEED

POUNDS OF PET

26 657 FOOD GIVEN TO

CATS & DOGS

'I ?6] SPAYED OR

NEUTERED

VOLUNTEER
HOURS

6,301
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Jackson County Free Museum Day Returns
for 9th Annual Event

Contributed by Experience Jackson

Multiple Jackson County, Michigan museums will be open to the pub-
lic, free of charge on Saturday, May 9, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for Experience Jackson’s 9th Annual Jackson County FREE Museum Day.
Fifteen participating locations will host activities, which offer a combination
of “open-house style” receptions, self-guided tours, food trucks, kid-friendly
activities and historic demonstrations.

As a special add-on for the 2026 event, each participating museum has
a uniquely designed location sticker. The first 50 visitors to each museum
will receive a FREE sticker, specific to that location. Each museum will also
offer a unique on-site prize drawing during the event.

2026 Museum Day Participants:
Coe House Museum
371 W. Michigan Ave., Grass Lake, M| 49240

Dewey School Museum
11591 Territorial Rd., Stockbridge, Ml 49285

Ella Sharp Museum
3225 Fourth St., Jackson, MI, 49203

Hanover-Horton Area Historical Society
121 Tefft St., Hanover, Ml 49241

Hubbard Memorial Museum
317 Hanover St., Concord, Ml 49237

Jackson Train Station (America 250 Exhibit)
501 E. Michigan Ave., Jackson, Ml 49202

Lost Railway Museum
142 W. Michigan Ave., Grass Lake, Ml 49240

Mann House
205 Hanover St., Concord, Ml 49237

Michigan’s Military Heritage Museum
311 N. Wisner St., Jackson MI, 49202

Sparks Museum at The Cascades (NEW Participant)
1401 S. Brown St., Jackson, M| 49203

Stewart Farm Museum, Tompkins Center Historical Society
10138 Tompkins Rd., Rives Junction, MI 49277

First Universalist Church of Concord

200 Hanover St., Concord, Ml 49237

Walker Tavern Historic Site/Cambridge Junction Historic State Park
13220 M-50, Brooklyn, Ml 49230

Waterloo Farm Museum
13493 Waterloo Munith Rd., Grass Lake, M| 49240

Ye Ole Carriage Shop Museum
3538 Henderson Rd., Spring Arbor, MI 49283

Two new locations are participating in this year’s event. The Sparks
Museum at The Cascades highlights the life and legacy of Captain William
Sparks, from his early years, being captain of the world-famous Zouaves,
to the building of Spartan Electronics and his dream, The Cascades Falls.
An exclusive 2026 participant is the Jackson Train Station, currently hosting
the “Pathways to Patriotism,” an exhibit commemorating America’s 250th
anniversary, highlights Jackson County’s connections to the American Rev-
olution and the county’s commitment to freedom, hosted by the Jackson
County Michigan Historical Society. The Jackson train station is the oldest
continually operating train station in the United States.

“Our museums focus on everything from transportation to musical in-
struments, historical buildings, schoolhouses, log cabins and fine art,” said
Rachel Buchanan, VP of Marketing & Communications, Experience Jack-
son. “On this unique day, we welcome you to dive into the rich history and
culture that Jackson County has to offer at these locations”.

Many of these locations may only typically open for special events and
private tours. This day gives guests an opportunity to experience multiple
museums at their own pace throughout the day.

For more information about Jackson County FREE Museum Day, at-
tractions, events, restaurants and hotels, visit www.experiencejackson.
com. Museum Day is proudly promoted by Experience Jackson and par-
ticipating museums, with support from the Jackson District Library and the
Jackson County Michigan Historical Society.

About Experience Jackson
As the official Jackson County Visitor’s Bureau, it is the mission of Ex-
perience Jackson to strengthen the positive perception of Jackson County
as a must-visit destination to increase revenues and stimulate economic
development and growth for the community.

JPS Free Public Montessori
K-5th Grade Program

@enten

T W—— .

VY \ontessori

517-841-3870 - jpsk12.org
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Why Did My Credit Score Drop?
Common Scenarios & Examples

Contributed by
TRUE Community
Credit Union

What It Means When
Your Credit Score Drops

A credit score dip can
feel surprisingly emotional,
like a setback or a judg-
ment, even when you're
doing your best to stay on
top of things. But much of
the time, it's simply your
credit report updating with
new information (such as
a higher balance being re-
ported, or a lender check-
ing your credit after you
applied), not a reflection of
your financial instincts.

It helps to know that
you don’t have just one
score. Different lenders
may use different scoring
models and versions, so
you can see slightly differ-
ent numbers depending on
where you check.

Score movement is
normal, even nationally.
Experian reports the aver-

age U.S. FICO® Score de-
clined to 713 in 2025 (down
from 715 in 2024). That
doesn’t make your drop
any less annoying, but it
does reinforce this: score
changes happen, and they
can happen to anyone.

Is This a Small Dip...or a
Bigger Red Flag?
Before you start “fixing”

things, take 2 minutes to

figure out what kind of drop
you’re dealing with.

A small dip

(often temporary)

Usually 5-20 points, of-
ten tied to:

* A higher reported
credit card balance (even if
you pay in full later)

* A hard inquiry from a
new application

* A new account lower-
ing your average account
age

* Paying off a loan (yes,
sometimes this can cause
a small dip)

PC UR
F

A bigger drop
(investigate ASAP)
Often 20+ points, more
commonly tied to:

* Amissed payment that
hit 30+ days late

* A big jump in credit
card balances (higher utili-
zation)

* A collection account

* A reporting error or
identity theft concern

CREDIT S

| EXCELLEN

Your Score Is Feedback,
Not a Verdict

If your credit score
dropped because of higher
balances or missed pay-
ments, it's not a personal fail-
ure; it's often a reflection of
how quickly everyday costs
can add up. Credit score
changes are signals, point-
ing to something on your
credit report that shifted.

CORE

Use TRUE Community
Credit Union’s budgeting
and savings tools, and con-
sider free, confidential coun-
seling from our partners at
GreenPath Financial Well-
ness to build a personalized
plan for paying off debt and
strengthening your finances.
Find our free financial well-
ness resources at TRUEC-
CU.com.

Blasting Off Into Summer: A Closer Look at the Moon

By Jean McKim,
Imagine Planet
magine Planet is mov-
ing forward toward a busy
summer, blasting off, so
to speak. Yes, | am still
excited by the recent trip
to the Moon, and yes, |
am old enough to remem-
ber watching the first time
a person stepped on the
Moon on our black-and-
white TV.

Our Earth-Moon sys-
tem is unique in the solar
system. While other plan-
ets have moons, none have
one as large relative to the
planet as ours (now that
Pluto isn't considered a

planet). The Moon is about
one quarter the diameter
of the Earth, and it would
take 81 moons to equal
the Earth’s mass. That
gives us a diameter ratio of
about 4:1. In contrast, Jupi-
ter and Ganymede, its larg-
est moon, have a diameter
ratio of 26:1. The average
distance between the Earth
and Moon is about 238,855
miles, but because the
Moon’s orbit is an ellipse
(slightly squished), that
distance changes through-
out the month.

What does having this
relatively large moon mean
for us here on Earth? What

would happen if the Moon
suddenly disappeared?
For one thing, we wouldn’t
have eclipses. The night
sky would be much darker,
a constant new moon. Cor-
al and other marine ani-
mals even use moonlight
to help trigger reproduc-
tion. Tides would still exist,
influenced by the Sun, but
they would be much weak-
er. Many organisms rely
on tides for survival, and
entire habitats depend on
tidal movement.

The Moon also helps
stabilize the tilt of the
Earth’s axis. This tilt gov-
erns the seasons and the

Photo by Daniel Oliver on Pexels

rhythm of day and night.
Without the Moon, Earth
would be a much less sta-
ble, and likely less habit-
able, place.

Come learn more about
the Moon at Imagine Plan-
et. We are open Monday,
Friday, and Saturday from
12-5, and also available for

field trips or family visits by
appointment. We’re look-
ing forward to a full season
of field trips and events,
and you can find us at the
Learning Fair, the Hot Air
Jubilee, and the Back to
School Blast Off, all in July.
We look forward to seeing
you soon!

) :l_‘*,f_e Be;zn F ramed!

Custom Framing Design Center

print and frame
your Instagram
ENEES

Printing services a
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Connecting Classrooms to Careers: Lomar
Engages wzth Local Students at Western Hzgh School

By Becky Dorian,
Lomar Machine

and Tool Company

What does a future in
manufacturing look like for
today’s students? At the
recent career fair at West-
ern High School, Lomar
Machine & Tool Co. had
the opportunity to help an-
swer that question.

Career fairs create an
important connection be-
tween the classroom and
the real world. For many
students, manufacturing
is something they have
heard about but may not
fully understand. Events
like this allow companies
to bring those careers to
life and show what modern
manufacturing really looks
like.

Lomar connected di-
rectly with students to
share insight into the
wide range of opportuni-
ties available in today’s
manufacturing environ-
ment. From machining and
fabrication to engineering,
automation, and machine
building, students were
able to see that manufac-
turing is not just one job, it
is a pathway to many differ-
ent careers.

It was also encouraging
to see the strong turnout of
local employers participat-
ing in the event. The pres-
ence of so many business-
es highlighted the depth of
opportunity available in our
region and demonstrated a
shared commitment to sup-
porting the next generation
of the workforce.

One of the most re-

warding parts of the day
was the level of curios-
ity and engagement from
the students. They asked
thoughtful questions about
how things are made, what
skills are needed, and
what a future in manufac-
turing could look like for
them. These conversations
are important, not only for
students exploring their
options, but also for com-
panies like Lomar that are
committed to building a
strong future workforce.
Manufacturing contin-
ues to evolve, becoming
more advanced, more effi-
cient, and more technology
driven. By engaging with
students early, we can help

shift perceptions and high-
light the exciting, hands
on, and rewarding careers
that exist right here in our
community.

Lomar Machine & Tool
Co. is a manufacturer,
fabricator, and integrator
of machines and tooling,
based in Horton, Michigan,
and proudly celebrating
50 years in business. As
a long-standing member
of the Jackson community,
Lomar values opportuni-
ties like this to give back in
meaningful ways.

We would like to thank
the team at Western High
School for hosting such a
well-organized event and
for their commitment to

esigner

=

r‘fjl 2 _'-.j'

& Manufacturer
Machines & Tooling

D

Photo courtesy of Lomar Machine and Tool Company

preparing stu-

dents for the future. We
look forward to continuing
to build relationships with

local educators and stu-
dents and to supporting the
next generation of skilled
professionals.

Call 844-252-7268
or visit us online at
miscmv.org/ReturnToLearn
to enroll today.

v

Return to learn.




page 8 J.A.CK.S.

Education

College & Career Access Center, May Scholarships

Michigan First Credit Union
Scholarship

Description: For individuals inter-
ested in attending college or trade
school, the Michigan First Schol-
arship Competition helps those
dreams become a reality. Eligible
high school seniors, college stu-
dents or technical college students
planning to continue their education
may enter the competition.

Eligibility:

* Be a member in “good standing”
with Michigan First Credit Union

* Be alegal resident of the United
States of America, age 17 or older

* Be currently attending high
school as a senior anywhere in the
United states and having a mini-
mum cumulative grade point aver-
age of 3.0

* Plan on attending a U.S. De-
partment of Education accredited
college, university, 2-to-4 year com-
munity, vocational or technical col-
lege full time in the summer or fall
of 2023

» Have/will have applicable edu-
cation expenses payable to the col-
lege or university the students will
be attending.

* College entrant must: Be a
member in “good standing” with
Michigan First Credit Union

* Be a legal resident of the United
States of America, age 17 or older

.Lt.'. -

* Have a minimum cumulative
grade point average of 3.0

* Be a graduate or undergraduate
student currently attending or plan-
ning to attend a U.S. Department of
Education accredited college, uni-
versity, 2-to-4 year community, vo-
cational or technical college full time
in the upcoming semester.

* Veterans must provide a copy of
their honorable discharge papers.

* Graduates must provide proof
of diploma)

» Have/will have applicable edu-
cation expenses payable to the col-
lege or university the student will be
attending.

Award: $10,000

Deadline: May 8, 2026

Juneteenth Essay
Scholarship

Description: We are thrilled to
announce the Jackson Juneteenth
Celebration’s steadfast commit-
ment to empowering the education-
al dreams of our community’s young
individuals. Aligned with our core
value of education, and partnering
with True Community Credit Union
and Dawn Foods, we take immense
pride in presenting scholarships of
$1,000-$2,500 to exceptional grad-
uating high school seniors, current
college students, or those complet-
ing or pursuing a skilled trades cer-

.~ SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026

tificate.

Eligibility:

* Must be African American.

* Must be one of the following:

- High school senior graduating in
2026

- Current college student

- Current trades program partici-
pant

* Must be a graduate of a Jack-
son County high school

Required Items: For the Jackson
Juneteenth Essay Scholarship, stu-
dents should obtain 1 Letter of Rec-
ommendation from an individual
who can speak to their character,
academic achievements, leader-
ship qualities, and commitment to
diversity and social justice. Here are
some examples of who they could
approach:

* Teachers or Educators

* Mentors or Youth Program
Leaders

* Community Leaders

* Employers or Supervisors

* Family Members or Close Fam-
ily Friends

* Clergy or Religious Leaders

Award: $1,000 - $2,500

Deadline: May 15, 2026

The Brower Youth Award
Description: Earth Island Insti-
tute established the Brower Youth
Awards for Environmental Lead-

e Coe House Museum

* Dewey School Museum

* Ella Sharp Museum

* Hanover-Horton Area Historical Society
« Hubbard Memorial Museum
» Jackson Train Station (America 250 Exhibit)

» Lost Railway Museum
« Mann House

» Michigan's Military Heritage Museum
* Sparks Museum at The Cascades (NEW

Participant)

e« Stewart Farm Museum, Tompkins Center

Historical Society

» First Universalist Church of Concord

» Walker Tavern Historic Site

e Cambridge Junction Historic State Park
Waterloo Farm Museum
Ye Ole Carriage Shop Museum

experience
-’ jJackson

PARTICIPATING MUSEUMS

ership in 2000. We recognize the
outstanding leadership efforts of
young people with this annual, pres-
tigious award. All applications must
be completed online. Please notify
us well in advance of the deadline
if you foresee any problems with
this process. Applicants must com-
plete their own application. Parents,
friends, mentors, teachers, etc.
must not complete it on behalf of
the student.

Eligibility:

* Youth environmental change
leaders ages 13 to 22 years (as of
the application deadline)

* Applicants must reside in North
America (including Mexico, Cana-
da, some Caribbean Islands)

* Residents of U.S. territories are
encouraged to apply.

Required Items:

* Must submit a self-photograph

* Finalist will be asked for a let-
ter of support from someone who is
familiar with him/her and his/her en-
vironmental work (cannot be from a
parent or guardian)

Award: $3,000

Deadline: May 31, 2026 at 11:59
PM, Pacific Time

For the full list of monthly scholar-
ships, please visit the College and
Career Access Center’s website at
Jacksoncac.org.




