
October 2024

The Science The Science 
of Fall Colorsof Fall Colors
                - page 2- page 2

FREE

www.jacksfamilyguide.org



page 2     J.A.C.K.S. Spotlight

Welcome to J.A.C.K.S. —
Jackson Area Collaborative Knowledge Source. 

Our mission is to inspire community unification and 
promote the voices of organizations and individuals 
in Jackson County through a collaborative monthly 
publication.

Learn more at
www.jacksfamilyguide.org_______________________________

Stefanie Riggs
Publisher

Morgan Riggs
Managing Editor

Savannah Riggs
Distribution

If you or your business would like to submit a FREE article or learn 
about advertising, send an email to jacksfamilyguide@gmail.com. 
 _____________________________________________

It is the responsibility of the submitting business or organization to obtain the proper 
photo release. The Jackson Area Collaborative Knowledge Source is a collaborative 
guide. Stories and articles published herein are not written by us. 

FIND US AT A LOCAL BUSINESS!
For a complete list, visit jacksfamilyguide.org

EST. 2015

The Science of Fall Colors
By Jean McKim,
Imagine Planet

October in Michigan is a 
time of awe-inspiring beau-
ty, as the trees don their 
vibrant autumn colors.  But 
what creates these stun-
ning hues and what deter-
mines their brilliance in a 
given year?  Thanks to the 
US Forest Service, we have 
a wealth of information to 
share about this natural 
spectacle.

First, what are the 
chemicals or compounds 
that make the color?  The 
recognizable green hue of 
leaves is thanks to chloro-
phyll, which is necessary 
for photosynthesis. Photo-
synthesis makes ttree’se’s 
food from the sunlight.  
Anthocyanin gives us the 
bright reds, purples, and 
blues in our plants.  Most 
anthocyanins are produced 
in the autumn in response 
to bright light and excess 
plant sugars within leaf 
cells.  Carotenoids produce 
yellow, orange, and brown 
colors and are always pres-
ent in the leaves.  These 
colors are overwhelmed by 
the greens as long as the 
leaves are producing food.

Certain colors are char-
acteristic of particular spe-
cies:

• Oaks: red, brown, or 
russet

• Hickories: golden 
bronze

• Aspen and yellow-
poplar: golden yellow

• Dogwood: purplish red
• Beech: light tan

• Sourwood and black 
tupelo: crimson

The color of maple 
leaves differs species by 
species:

• Red maple: brilliant 
scarlet

• Sugar maple: orange-
red

• Black maple: glowing 
yellow

• Striped maple: almost 
colorless

Some leaves of some 
species, such as the elms, 
simply shrivel up and fall, 
exhibiting little color other 
than drab brown. 

The timing of these 
changes varies by spe-
cies and is influenced by 
the length of the night and 
intensity of the light.  The 
amount and brilliance of 
the colors that develop in 
any particular autumn sea-
son are related to weather 
conditions that occur be-
fore and during the time the 
chlorophyll in the leaves is 
dwindling. While the timing 
is not affected by weather, 
the amount of color is. Tem-
perature and moisture are 
the main influences.

A succession of warm, 
sunny days and cool, crisp 
but not freezing nights 
seems to bring about the 
most spectacular color dis-
plays. During these days, 
lots of sugars are produced 
in the leaf, but the cool 
nights and the gradual clos-
ing of veins going into the 
leaf prevent these sugars 
from moving out. These 
conditions – lots of sugar 

and light – spur the produc-
tion of the brilliant anthocy-
anin pigments, which tint 
reds, purples, and crimson. 
Because carotenoids are 
always present in leaves, 
the yellow and gold colors 
remain relatively constant 
from year to year.

The amount of mois-
ture in the soil also affects 
autumn colors. Like the 
weather, soil moisture var-
ies greatly from year to 
year. The countless combi-
nations of these two highly 
variable factors ensure that 
no two autumns can be ex-
actly alike. A late spring or 
a severe summer drought 
can delay the onset of fall 
color by a few weeks. A 
warm period during fall will 
also lower the intensity of 
autumn colors. A warm, wet 
spring, favorable summer 
weather, and warm, sunny 
fall days with cool nights 
should produce the most 
brilliant autumn colors.

What does that mean 
for us here in Jackson this 
year?  According to WIX, 
“This year, there has been 
kind of a mix of extreme heat 
and extreme rain, and un-
fortunately, those two facts 
make it a little bit duller. As 
far as the colors go, it’s not 
going to be as vibrant as it 
was last year.”  This news 
might be disappointing, but 
let’s hope for the best with 
the rest of the fall weather. 
In the meantime, let’s ap-
preciate the colors of the 
sumac and look forward to 
those cool nights.
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Local Family Donates Swing to City of Jackson 
Park in Honor of Late Son

By Aaron Dimick, 
City of Jackson 

Public Information Officer 
Families from across 

J a c k s o n 
are en-
joying a 
new swing 
thanks to a 
donation.

The Hrit-
zak fam-
ily donated 
the new 
feature to 

Betsy Butterfield Park on 
S. West Avenue. The swing 
honors their late son Ben-
nett. This park was a fa-
vorite spot to visit, so his 
family wanted to remember 

Bennett with an expression 
swing. The new feature al-
lows a child and adult to 
enjoy swinging at the same 
time.

The family and communi-
ty raised funds for the swing 
through basketball fundrais-
ers and the page Crusaders 
for King B. The swing was 
dedicated in Bennet’s hon-
or in late Aug.

The City of Jackson 
thanks the Hritzak family for 
this donation. It will be en-
joyed by families for years 
to come!

Jackson Interfaith Shelter Celebrates 50 Years of Hope
Contributed by the 

Jackson Interfaith Shelter
Jackson Interfaith Shelter (JIS) is pleased to 

announce they will be hosting a 50th Celebra-
tion Dinner on Saturday, November 23. The 
event will take place at the Commonwealth 
Commerce Center City View Room at 209 E. 
Washington Avenue in downtown Jackson.

This year has allowed the shelter to grate-
fully reflect on five decades of service in the 
community while also preparing the way to pur-
posefully meet the need and enhance the care 
offered for the next 50 years. All are invited to 
join the Jackson Interfaith Shelter for a great 

meal, a celebration of the organization’s trans-
formational impact on countless lives, and an 
opportunity to learn about and participate in the 
future expansion of services and facilities for 
Jackson’s homeless families.

The program will begin at 6:00 p.m. and 
doors will open at 5:15 p.m. The Jackson Sym-
phony Orchestra will be providing classical mu-
sic. Tickets are $35 per person and are avail-
able now at https://www.interfaithshelter.com/
dinner. Registration closes Friday, November 8.

For sponsorship information, visit https://
www.interfaithshelter.com/sponsor or email 
bekah@interfaithshelter.com.

About the 
Jackson Interfaith Shelter

Jackson Interfaith Shelter is Jackson’s 
emergency homeless shelter. The shelter has 
76 beds and serves nearly 700 men, women, 
and children every year. Additionally, commu-
nity meals are served three times a day, 365 
days a year, at 7:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 5:00 
p.m. Over 70,000 meals are served each year 
thanks to generous donations from community 
partners. To learn more about the mission of 
JIS, or the upcoming 50th Celebration Dinner, 
visit https://www.interfaithshelter.com.

Photo courtesy of the City of Jackson
Hritzak family with new expression swing in Betsy Butterfield Park
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Contributed by the 
Jackson County 
Animal Shelter

Malcolm
Malcolm is a five-year-

old American Staffordshire 
mix with a medium build and 
shorter legs. When he ar-
rived, he was not in the best 
condition, but with care, he’s 
gained weight and 
his skin issues have 
cleared up. Now, 
Malcolm is learn-
ing to embrace the 
world - experienc-
ing things like going 
for walks, rolling in 
the grass, enjoy-
ing treats, and meeting new 
people. Although he can be 
a little nervous around new 
things, he’s making steady 
progress. We’ve slowly 
watched him come out of his 
shell, and his tail is starting 
to wag more often. Malcolm 
would thrive in a calm, quiet 
environment with an experi-
enced dog owner who can 
give him the time, patience, 
and understanding he 
needs to continue his jour-
ney. Dog adoptions require 

an application, which you 
can find online here. The 
availability date is when the 
dog becomes JCAS proper-
ty; however, any necessary 
medical procedures may 
cause a slight delay in the 
adoption process. A manda-
tory meet & greet with your 
dog is essential. A cat room 
walk-through is available to 

test reactions. Dogs will be 
placed with approved appli-
cants, and the adoption fee 
is $150 for medium/large 
dogs and $250 for puppies/
small dogs, which includes 
vaccinations, microchip, and 
sterilization.

Mr. Plum
Mr. Plum is a three-year-

old, handsome grey cat with 
charming white markings. 
He came to the shelter after 
his owner passed away. Mr. 
Plum is a friendly, calm, and 

social guy who gets along 
well with the other cats. 
He’s content to tuck his front 
paws under him and mind 
his own business, but he 
also enjoys being petted 
and receiving treats. Stop 
by and meet this guy today 
at the Jackson County Ani-
mal Shelter, 3370 Spring Ar-
bor Rd., Jackson, Michigan.  

Cat adoption fees 
are $60 for one cat, 
$80 for two, which 
will include applica-
ble tests, vaccines 
and spay/neuter-
ing. Any necessary 
medical proce-

dures may slightly postpone 
an adoption. While visiting 
the shelter is always recom-
mended, you can also sub-
mit an online cat application 
here, fax it to 517-780-4750, 
or email it to animalshelter@
mijackson.org. For more 
information, visit our web-
site at mijackson.org/579/
Animal-Shelter. Find us on 
Facebook or view all pets on 
Petango.com-Shelter De-
tails. Current Shelter Hours: 
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri 10:00-
4:30, Thu 10-7, Sat 10-4:30.

Jackson County Animal 
Shelter’s Adoptable Pets: 
Malcolm and Mr. Plum

Cascades Humane Society’s Pet of the Month
 Contributed by 

Cascades Humane Society
Meet Carmen, a charm-

ing five-month-old female 
puppy ready to find her 
forever home! Weighing 
around 35 pounds, she has 
a beautiful white coat 
with tan spots and a 
sweet, gentle nature 
that shines through 
once she feels comfort-
able. Although she may 
start off a bit shy, Car-
men is eager to learn 
and embrace the love 
of a family, making her a 
wonderful companion for 
those willing to offer her pa-
tience and understanding. 
Her adoption fee of $310 in-

cludes spay surgery, micro-
chipping, vaccinations, and 
a clean bill of health, includ-
ing a negative heartworm 
test. Carmen adores treats 
and cuddles, and with the 
right care, she will flourish 

into a loving and loyal pet. 
Visit her at Cascades Hu-
mane Society, open Tues-
day through Saturday from 
noon to 6 PM, where she 

eagerly awaits her forever 
family. Come meet Carmen 
and see if she’s the perfect 
addition to your home!

About the Cascades 
Humane Society

Organized and in-
corporated in 1952, 
Cascades Humane 
Society is dedicated 
to improving the lives 
of animals, promoting 
responsible pet own-
ership, and creating 
lasting connections 

between pets and families. If 
you are interested in donat-
ing or volunteering, please 
call 517-787-7387 or email 
hgolightly@chspets.org.
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 By Val Herr 
Enjoy the season in small-town Ameri-

ca with Pumpkin Quest in downtown Brook-
lyn. For the past decade, 
a group of volunteers has 
ensured that children of 
all ages are able to ex-
perience Halloween with 
family-friendly FREE ac-
tivities. Join other families 
on Saturday, October 12, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. to 

experience Hallow-
een in a small town. 
Free activities include 
a costume contest, 
pumpkin chucking, 
bounce house, face 
painting, hayrides, 
and a make-and-take 
scarecrow station. All 
these FREE activities 
are courtesy of local 
nonprofits and busi-
nesses. Local busi-
nesses will be open 
for shopping, as well 
as food trucks to sat-
isfy your hunger. Additionally, at noon, there 
will be a costume parade with a chance to 
win a prize for the best costume.

All are encouraged to bring canned 
goods or non-perishable items to support 
the local food panty and will be able to pick 
and take home a pumpkin of their choice. 
Brooklyn’s “pumpkin patch” will have many 
pumpkins to choose from, sponsored by 
The Brooklyn Kiwanis Club and grown by 
Prielipp Farms & Greenhouse.

This community event is designed to 
bring families together while supporting 
a good cause. Donations to the Brooklyn 
Food Pantry help ensure that local families 

in need can enjoy a 
warm meal during 
the holiday season.

For more infor-
mation, or if your 
business would 
like to participate 
in Pumpkin Quest, 
please contact sa-
vannarosedancestu-
dio@gmail.com.

Come out to 
Downtown Brook-
lyn for a day of fun, 
pumpkins, and com-
munity spirit! This is 

a wonderful opportunity to slow down and 
create magical family memories.  We hope 
to see you there!

Learn to Love Your Hometown

Pumpkin Quest 2024: Fall 
Fun in Brooklyn, Michigan

Photo by Valeriia Miller
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South Central Michigan Virtual Welcomes 

Kristopher O’Leary as New Assistant Principal
 Contributed by 

Jackson Public Schools
Jackson Public Schools 

is pleased to announce Mr.
Kristopher O’Leary as 

the new Assistant Principal 
at South Central Michigan 
Virtual.

Mr. O’Leary began his 
journey in education at 
Siena Heights University 
where he earned his under-
graduate degree Social Sci-
ence and Elementary Edu-
cation in 1994. He went on 
to get his Master’s Degree 
in Middle Level Education 

in 2001, also from Siena 
Heights University

Mr. O’Leary boasts three 
decades of experience in 
K-12 education. Throughout 
most of his teaching career, 
he focused on 5th and 6th 
grade instruction within Sa-
line Area Schools. His foray 
into school administra-
tion began as an Assistant 
Principal at Kidder Middle 
School in Northwest Com-
munity Schools. During the 
final ten years leading up to 
his retirement in 2019, Mr. 
O’Leary served as a build-

ing principal and director in 
Garden City Public Schools.

Following his retirement, 
Mr. O’Leary briefly worked 
for NBC Sports. Mr.O’Leary 
felt compelled to reenter the 
educational realm after tak-
ing note of the 2022 change 
in legislation allowing re-
tired individuals to work in 
Michigan public schools. 
He subsequently assumed 
the role of Elementary At-
tendance Success Coach 
at Jackson Public Schools 
in early 2024.

“I am thrilled to join 

SCMV. The distinctive pro-
gram offerings and tiered 
support systems for our 
students are truly unpar-
alleled,” remarked Mr. 
O’Leary.

“I am thrilled to welcome 
Kristopher O’Leary as the 
new Assistant Principal of 
SCMV,” said Mr. Fred Park-
er Jr., Director of Opera-
tions, SCVM. “With over 30 
years of experience in K-12 
education and a strong 
background in instructional 
leadership, student support, 
and alternative education, 

he brings valuable exper-
tise that will help drive our 
mission of providing a high-
quality virtual and hybrid 
learning environment. His 
leadership, passion for edu-
cation, and commitment to 
student success make him 
an exceptional addition to 
the

South Central Michi-
gan Virtual and the Jack-
son Public Schools family. 
We are excited about the 
positive impact he will have 
on our students, staff, and 
school culture.”

American Girl Tea Party to Kick Off Halloween 
Season at Jackson School of the Arts

 Contributed by 
Jackson School of the Arts

This month, Jackson School of the Arts 
(JSA) is bringing back their much loved 
American Girl Tea Parties. The first of 
three tea parties is 
taking place on Oc-
tober 12 from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
at JSA’s downtown 
location, 135 W. 
Cortland St. With 
its “Great Pumpkin” 
theme, this season-
al event will surely 
delight children and 
their beloved dolls 
- both of whom are 
invited to the party.

The tea party 
promises an array 
of engaging ac-
tivities, including 
spooky glowing games in the dance room 
and an opportunity for children to create 
their own painted pumpkins. As with past 

American Girl Tea parties, JSA encourag-
es participants to dress in their Halloween 
costumes and bring their favorite doll or 
stuffed animal to join in the fun.

In addition to the festivities, attendees 
will be treated to 
a tasty Halloween 
treat and cider to 
complete this spe-
cial morning. This 
event offers a won-
derful chance for 
children to embrace 
the Halloween spir-
it in a creative and 
kid-friendly setting.

JSA also has 
American Girl 
Tea Party events 
planned for De-
cember and Febru-
ary. 

For more infor-
mation and to register, visit https://jack-
sonarts.org/events or email info@jack-
sonarts.org. Photos courtesy of Jackson School of the Arts





College & Career Access Center, October Scholarships
Association for Iron & 

Steel Technology – Steel 
Intern Scholarships

Description: The AIST 
Foundation offers up to Fifty 
(50) Steel Intern Scholar-
ships valued at US$7,500 
per year each, including the 
Premier Intern Scholarship 
valued at US$12,000 per 
year. These scholarships 
require a commitment to a 
paid summer internship at 
a North American steel pro-
ducing company or steel-
related company during the 
Summer of 2025. Internship 
may require temporary re-
location. Undergraduate 
sophomore and juniors, and 
seniors heading into their 
first year of graduate school 
may apply.

To qualify for a scholar-
ship, you must meet the fol-
lowing criteria:

• I am a citizen of the 
United States, Canada or 
Mexico.

• I am enrolled full-time 
in a four-year undergradu-
ate or entering year one of 
a two-year graduate pro-
gram at an accredited North 
American University.

• At the time of application 
in October 2024, I am a uni-
versity Sophomore, Junior 
or Senior planning to enter 
year 1 of graduate school. 
Applicants must have a 
minimum of one semester 
following the internship dur-
ing the summer of 2025.

• Graduate student appli-
cants must be entering year 
one for the 2025-2026 aca-
demic year.

• I am majoring in engi-
neering, engineering tech-
nology, computer science, 
data science, environmen-
tal/sustainability science, 
and industrial safety.

• I have a minimum cu-
mulative GPA of 2.5 on a 
4.0 scale.

• I am able and willing to 
relocate for the required in-
ternship, if necessary.

• I have a strong interest 
in the iron and steel indus-
try.

Award: One-year schol-
arship between $7,500 and 
$12,000 with a paid Sum-
mer internship

Deadline: October 14, 
202

American Trucks Student 
Scholarship

Description: At American 
Trucks we are passionate 
about our mission to Serve 
the Community that sup-
ports us. We’ve recognized 
a growing trend in the build-
ing trades industry. Educa-
tional programs are receiv-
ing a lot of attention from 
national leaders and it’s 
our goal to be involved in a 

meaningful way.
With that in mind, we are 

pleased to offer 2 x $2500 
scholarships to students 
pursuing a career in the tra-
ditional building trades such 
as HVAC, carpentry, electri-
cal, or related fields of study.

One scholarship will be 
awarded for the fall semes-
ter, and one scholarship will 
be awarded for the spring 
semester each year.

Eligibility:
• Currently enrolled full-

time in an accredited United 
States technical institute, 
2/4 year college/university 
with a program in construc-
tion management, second-
ary votech school or tuition 
bearing apprenticeship pro-
gram in the traditional build-
ing trades(e.g. carpentry, 
HVAC, electrical or related 
fields of study). Students 
pursuing certificate pro-
grams or apprenticeship 
programs are welcome to 
apply.

• Currently attending high 
school and will be attending 
an accredited school in the 
next academic year to one 
of the aforementioned pro-
grams.

• Note: All scholarship 
applicants are required to 
submit proof of enrollment* 
when submitting applica-
tions with the button on this 
page.

Award: $2,500
Deadline: October 15, 

2024

NSCA Foundation 
Scholarships

Description: The purpose 
of the National Strength 
and Conditioning Associa-
tion Foundation (NSCAF) 
is to support the mission of 
the National Strength and 
Conditioning Association by 
providing funding for educa-
tional and research activi-
ties that enhance the prac-
tical application of strength 
and conditioning. All gen-
eral and specific guidelines 
for each respective schol-
arship are outlined at the 
sponsor website and should 
be closely read by the appli-
cant to ensure all guidelines 
have been met prior to sub-
mission.

Eligibility: All scholarship 
applicants must be National 
Strength and Conditioning 
Association (NSCA) mem-
bers at the time of applica-
tion deadline and must be 
pursuing careers in strength 
and conditioning. Applicants 
are not eligible to win more 
than one scholarship in any 
given year; however, ap-
plications can be made in 
more than one scholarship 
category in a given year. 
Applicants are eligible to 

receive up to two scholar-
ships from each category 
for which they qualify.

Award: $2,000 for each 
respective scholarship

Deadline: October 15, 
2024

Northern Michigan 
University Presidential 
and Leadership Awards
Description: The Presi-

dential Scholars Competi-
tion is designed for high 
school seniors and trans-
fer students to compete for 
a limited number of “full-
ride” scholarships and ap-
proximately 200 additional 
scholarships. Our Fall 2025 
competition will have two 
in-person competitions and 
a virtual competition op-
tion. Students choose one 
to attend. * See host site for 
competition details

Eligibility:
• High school Senior, 

graduating in 2025, and en-
tering college in Fall 2025.

• High school GPA is 3.50 
or higher (cumulative, 9th-
11th grade).

• Must be admitted to 
NMU before applying for 
this competition.

• If you are in an early col-
lege credit program, you are 
eligible to compete if you 
are in your final year of high 
school, have a high school 
GPA of 3.5+ and are enter-
ing college as a degree-
seeking student the follow-
ing year.

Award: Depending upon 
individual scholarship, 
awards vary – up to ‘full ride’ 
(tuition + room and board)

Virtual registration dead-
line: October 16 at 8 a.m. 
Eastern Time (for October 
27-28, 2024)

In-person, on campus  
registration deadline  

• October 21 at 8 a.m. 
Eastern Time (For Nov. 3-4, 
2024)

• October 28 at 8 a.m. 
Eastern Time (For Nov. 10-
11, 2024)

Central Michigan 
University Centralis 

Awards
Overview: Our competi-

tive scholarships for incom-
ing freshmen are awarded 
based on a variety of fac-
tors, including academic 
success, community en-
gagement, leadership, en-

hancing diversity, multicul-
turalism and inclusion, and 
more.

These require a separate 
application and have appli-
cation deadlines different 
than our merit awards. Once 
you submit an application 
for admission, the competi-
tive scholarship applications 
you qualify for become vis-
ible in your applicant portal.

Eligibility:
• High School Seniors, 

currently enrolled or who 
have applied to Central 
Michigan University.

• Must have a 3.7 GPA or 
higher when applying.

• Award: Covers 100% of 
tuition (up to 33 credits per 
academic year) and $5,000 
to study away OR Covers 
100% of tuition and fees (up 
to 33 credits per academic 
year), housing and food, 
$250/semester book allow-
ance, and $5,000 to study 
away.

Deadline: October 31, 
2024

For the full list of monthly 
scholarships, please visit 
the College and Career Ac-
cess Center’s website at-
jacksoncac.org/
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