

 Ratios and Over 8s Policy

[bookmark: _Hlk74949091]As an Ofsted registered Childminder, I am registered to care for no more than six children under the age of 8 years old. Of these six children, it is recommended that only one should be under 12 months old and only three should be 'young children' (under 5). I am permitted to work with another assistant who may also look after six children under the age of 8 years old. Of these six children, it is recommended that only one should be under 12 months old and only three should be 'young children' (under 5 ). I am however able to care for more than 3 under 5 should it be to be able to provide continuous care for children and or their siblings so long as it does not impact on the care that is given to each child. This will be monitored regularly and any changes to ratios will be discussed. 
I am permitted to care for children aged 8 years and over, providing that doing so doesn’t impact on the care of the younger children I care for and that I do not exceed the maximum number of children that my setting is insured for.
I am happy to take on children aged 8 years and over and will provide them with age-appropriate resources and activities.
All older children in my setting will be expected to set a good example to the younger children. I expect children over 8 to be polite and to say please/thank you. 
The older children in my setting will never be asked to look after the younger children. They will not be allowed to pick up other children and will not be left alone without supervision for any length of time. I am fully responsible for all the children while they are in my care.
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