
Chemical Assisted Suicide

• Chemical  assisted suicide continues to 

increase across the state and the nation.   

Hydrogen Sulfide Gas, (H2S), is formed by 

mixing sulphur products with acid .



Common Household 

chemicals used to make H2S



Chemical Assisted Suicide

(H2S)
• At 2 ppm, most people can detect the smell of 

sulphur.

• At 150-250 ppm the olfactory nerve is 

paralyzed after a few inhalations, and the 

sense of smell disappears, often together with 

awareness of danger.  



Chemical Assisted Suicide  (H2S)

• At 350 - 500 ppm, Pulmonary Edema

• At 500 - 800 ppm, Loss of Breathing

• At 800 - 1000 ppm, Lethal concentration –

will cause immediate collapse with loss of 

breathing

• Actual vehicle readings have been 

1300 - 1500+ ppm.



Chemical Assisted Suicide

• Some cases have been reported where 

there WERE NOT warning placards or 

signs in the vehicle’s windows to warn 

responders.

• Be aware of  possible secondary devices.

• Be extremely cautious when approaching.



Portland, OR



Handwritten “warning” note and 

chemicals were found inside the 

residence, not in the vehicle.



Mixing bucket with H2S found 

inside vehicle



Maintain a safe distance if 

indicators of H2S found


