[image: C:\Users\bmattie\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\952A2QWX\newspaper_extra_extra[1].jpg]Current Events
Course Policy
Ms. Mattie-Brown
2018-2019
bmattie@psharvard.org
MsMattie.com

This course will examine selected local, state, national and international current events using a variety of media – print and online newspapers and magazines, radio, television, Internet news sources and social media – and from a variety of sources, both inside and outside of the United States.  The discussion and analysis of current events will be used to reinforce and build on students’ knowledge and understanding of history, economics, geography, U.S. government and civics.  Class work, homework and projects will reinforce and build on students’ skills with research, discussion, oral presentations, debates, media literacy and political cartoon analysis.

While this class is called Current Events, we will not simply be spending every class talking about what happened the day before!  We will be focusing our study on recent and upcoming events and putting them into their historical, political, and economic context.  In order to better understand current events, you must be able to use this context for appropriate analysis.  

In addition to the above course description, we will focus on a number of skills this year, including:  study skills, discussion techniques, presentation strategies, organization, and reading/writing/research skills. 

Looking forward to a fantastic year!
Ms. Mattie-Brown



Expectations--

Respect:  Current events will employ many group strategies, including discussions, debates and other forms of interactive participation. It is important that you are an active participant!  Your thoughts and opinions matter, as do those of your peers.  You will not always agree with your classmates, but you will learn a great deal from them!  It is of the utmost importance to behave respectfully.  Respect our norms, respect your peers, respect your teacher and respect yourselves.  Disrespect of any kind will simply not be tolerated. 

[image: ]Come to class on time, and prepared with notebook and writing utensils.  Hand work in on time. ON TIME means in class, on the date it is due, at the time I collect it. Having it ‘done’ but in your locker or at home is not the same as in class, on time.

Be mindful of absences and missing class time.  It is important to be in class &   .            
[bookmark: _GoBack]Foreseeable Absence:  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to hand in your homework and make up class notes and class work in a timely manner (except in extreme situations, one day per each absence).  If you know you are going to be dismissed and will miss class for any reason, see me in advance (before or after school) whenever possible. Your conscientiousness and planning will be noted and prevent you from falling behind!  Please visit www.msmattie.com or chat with a classmate to help you stay on track with the day’s work.

Let’s chat:  I am more than happy to work with you outside class periods.  If you are unclear about the material, would like help getting started on an assignment, would like a draft of an assignment proofread, would like to continue an in-class discussion, or anything else you would like to share, please do not hesitate to see me either before or after school!  

Cell Phones:  We will follow The Bromfield School’s new cell phone policy.  Phones should NOT be seen in class or in the hallways.  I will give you one warning, and then confiscate your phone to collect at the end of the day.  Please see the student handbook for more information.

Honor Policy:  I expect each and every one of you to hold yourselves to a high academic and moral standard.  Cheating and plagiarism, in all its forms, will not be tolerated, consequences following Bromfield’s student handbook.  Please refer to your student handbook for an in-depth explanation of school-policy.

Course Materials--

I recommend you have a binder to keep our course materials (below) organized, in addition to digital MacBook organization, which we will talk about more as the course goes on!  Major materials are as follows:
· The Week Magazine
· MacBook
· Handouts & supplemental readings

Structure--
Whenever possible, we will structure the class in the following ways: 
· [image: Image result for coffee and conversation]Monday:  Weekend review ‘coffee talk’
· Tuesday:  The Week quiz and silent Week reading
· Friday:  Discussion Leader assignments
In addition to discussing current topics, the class will be structured into mini-units, lasting approximately 1-2 weeks.   

Grading--

Grading:  based on a point system (point values subject to change)
1. The Week Magazine Quizzes:  10-20 points // every Tuesday* // drop lowest grade per quarter
2. Discussion Leader:  1 per quarter // presented every Friday // 50 points 
3. Participation:  5 points per every discussion leader (0 points if unexcused absence)
4. Long term assignments: You will typically have one presentation based project per quarter
image2.png
e preset




image3.jpeg




image1.jpeg




