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Charles Joly Lilac 

Height: 10-12 ft.   
Spread: 8-10 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 3-7 

A popular earlier French hybrid that bears smallish 
panicles of purple buds that turn to magenta double 
flowers as they open. Seldom fed on by Japanese 
beetles.  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Common Purple Lilac 

Height: 12-15 ft.   
Spread: 8-12 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 2-7 

This is the old-fashioned lilac most of us remember 
from our youth. In May, it sports extremely fragrant 
flowers that vary in color from purple to lilac and 
occasionally even white amid blue-green foliage. Cut 
flowers hold up extremely well and fill the house with 
their fragrance. Seldom fed on by Japanese beetles.  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Common White Lilac 

Height: 12-15 ft.   
Spread: 8-12 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 2-7 

This is the white version of the old-fashioned lilac 
most of us remember from our youth. Hardy and 
vigorous, it sports single white flowers amid 
attractive blue-green foliage and makes a great 
informal hedge or screen. Rarely to never fed on by 
Japanese beetles.  

5



James MacFarlane 
Lilac 
Height: 8 ft.   
Spread: 6-10 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 2-7 

A University of New Hampshire creation, James 
MacFarlane lilacs bloom two weeks earlier than 
most lilacs. This extremely hardy and adaptable 
shrub withstands moisture conditions fatal to many 
lilacs. True single pink flowers bloom freely.  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Ludwig Spaeth Lilac 

Height: 10-12 ft.   
Spread: 6-8 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 3-7 

This older cultivar developed in 1883 is still one of 
the best purples out there. Panicle-like thyrses of 
single, red-purple flowers are produced in early 
June. Seldom fed on by Japanese beetles. 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Miss Ellen 
Willmott Lilac 
Height: 10 ft.   
Spread: 10 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 3-7 

Miss Ellen Willmott is a dependable French hybrid 
that bears thyrses of beautiful double white florets 
on a nicely rounded shrub that typically reaches 
about ten feet in both height and breadth. Seldom 
fed on by Japanese beetles. 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‘Miss Kim’ Lilac 

Height:  6-7 ft.   
Spread: 5-6 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 3-7 

A hardy lilac from Korea with purple buds that open to 
single, pale lilac flowers after other lilacs have finished. 
Incredibly fragrant, this broad, spreading shrub has 
dark, glossy green foliage that turns a striking burgundy-
red in the fall. With her incredible aroma and stunning 
color, ‘Miss Kim’ is a delight to all the senses.  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Mount Baker Lilac 

Height: 10-12 ft.   
Spread: 10-12 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 2-7 

A very hardy cultivar with single white blossoms 
that come into flower before French hybrid lilacs. 
This large, profusely blooming, very fragrant shrub 
is excellent for background use. Green foliage takes 
on a purple tint in the fall. 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Pocahontas Lilac 

Height: 10-12 ft.   
Spread: 10-12 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 2-7 

An exceptionally hardy and vigorous lilac that 
blooms profusely in spring, prior to the French 
hybrid lilacs, covering the plant with deep maroon-
purple buds that open to single deep violet florets. 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President Grevy 
Lilac 
 

Height: 10-12 ft.   
Spread: 8 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 3-7 

A vigorous, upright shrub that produces large 
panicles of starry, double lilac-blue florets. Seldom 
fed on by Japanese beetles. 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Sensation Lilac 
Height: 8-10 ft.   
Spread: 8-12 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 3-7 

Truly outstanding and unique, Sensation Lilac was 
created by a mutation of ‘Hugo de Vries’ that 
results in single purple florets with a distinctive 
pure white border. Seldom if ever fed on by 
Japanese beetles.  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Tinkerbelle® Lilac 
Height: 5-6 ft.   
Spread: 4-5 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 3-7 

This recently developed 
compact lilac possesses a 

growth habit and bloom time similar to those of 
Dwarf Korean lilacs. Tinkerbelle® has a pleasing, 
spicy fragrance and incredible wine-red flower 
buds that open to pink. 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Wedgewood 
Blue Lilac 
Height: 6 ft.   
Spread: 6-8 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 3-7 

This showy, fine-fragranced lilac is unique for its 
lilac-pink buds and large, beautiful racemes. Its 
resistance to mildew is excellent, and it is rarely to 
never fed on by Japanese beetles. 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Yankee Doodle Lilac 

Height:  8 ft.   
Spread:  8 ft.   
Full Sun  
Zone 3-7 

Among the deepest and darkest of purple lilacs, this 
profuse bloomer produces large clusters of single, 
large flowers on an upright plant up to eight feet 
tall. Seldom if ever fed on by Japanese beetles.
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