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Rudbeckia triloba 
Height:   24-36”  
Spread:  12-18” 
Full Sun 
Zones 4-8 
This brown-eyed Susan sports a 
multitude of small, golden-yellow 
flowers with rich brown centers. It 

is a coarse, weedy, somewhat hairy, densely-branched 
biennial. It does well in average, or even poor, soil. 
Deadheading spent flowers encourages additional 
blooming and prevents unwanted self-seeding. 
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Rudbeckia triloba - 
Blackjack Gold 
Height  36-40”  
Spread  18-24” 
Full Sun 
Zone 3-8 
    

This well-branched Black-Eyed Susan cultivar sports round 
gold blooms with a dark eye. Flowers are long-lived and 
bloom throughout late summer and fall. This Rudbeckia 
attracts both birds and butterflies and is resistant to both 
deer and rabbits. It has low to moderate water needs and is 
drought tolerant once established. It handles most types of 
soils as long as they are well-draining. 
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Perovskia Blue 
Steel (Russian 
Sage) 
Height:  3-5’ 
Spread: 3-5’ 
Full Sun 
Zones 4-9 

Aromatic silvery foliage carries clouds of airy, lavender-
blue flowers on strong silver stems. Adored by butterflies 
and hummingbirds, this great backdrop plant performs 
well in heat and drought as it provides cool color to the 
garden through late summer. 
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Salvia nemerosa 
“Merleau® White” 

Height 12-14” Zone 4-8 
Width 6-10”   
Full Sun to Part Shade 
    
  

Merleau is a first-year flowering winter hardy salvia. It is 
compact, well-branched and bushy, and it produces upright stems 
of white flowers, which are attractive to bees and butterflies. 
Plants may repeat bloom throughout the summer as long as they 
get the moisture they require to do so. Perfect for bed and border 
fronts, cottage gardens, edging and containers. 
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Salvia nemerosa  
“Blue Marvel” 

Zone 4-9 
Full Sun 
Water regularly    

This deer- and rabbit-resistant salvia is particularly 
compact and looks stunning in borders. Flower spikes 
are covered with vivid, violet-blue blooms atop grey-
green stems in a dense, shrub-like habit. This herbaceous 
perennial also makes a wonderful bedding or container 
plant. 
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Salvia nemerosa “Caramia” 

Height 14-16”   
Spread 14-16”   
Zone 3-9 
Full Sun 
    
  

Salvia are invaluable perennials for their rich display in 
borders. Plants form a bushy clump of grey-green    
leaves from which emerge upright spikes of dark purple 
flowers in early summer, just in time for the butterflies 
and hummingbirds who love them. 
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Salvia nemerosa 
“Violet Queen” 

Height 18”  Zone 4-9 
Spacing 15”  Full Sun 
    
  

“Violet Queen” blooms in early summer with numerous 
spikes of dark violet flowers on bushy plants. It goes with 
almost everything in the garden, but makes an especially 
nice companion plant for roses. This hardy perennial is 
drought tolerant and easy to grow, and it attracts both 
hummingbirds and butterflies. 
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Salvia superba 
“Rose Queen” 
Height 20” Zone 4-8 
Spacing 16”   
Full Sun to Mostly Sunny 
  

Multiple spikes of rose-pink flowers appear on arching colorful 
stems in midsummer. Rose Queen sports aromatic, lance-
shaped, mid-green foliage. This variety blooms in the first year, 
tolerates drought, and pairs beautifully with bright yellow 
Coreopsis and Achillea (yarrow). Rose Queen also attracts 
butterflies and is beneficial for pollinators. 
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Scabiosa ‘Flutter’ - Rose 
Pink (Pincushion Flower)  

Height:  12-14” 
Spread:  10-12” 
Full Sun 
Zones 5-9 

This compact, short-stemmed variety produces tufted 3-4” flowers that 
appear to be stuck with pins. This plant excels in cooler climates and 
blooms all season long. An excellent choice for cutting, scabiosa also 
appeals to butterflies and hummingbirds, but not to deer. Great for mass 
plantings, rock gardens or small spaces, scabiosa tolerates a range of 
soils from dry to average, as long as they drain well. 
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Sedum ‘Autumn 
Charm’ 
Height:         12-18”  
Spread:  12-18”                                                                                           
Full Sun 
Zone 4-8 

This sedum shows off blue-green foliage with creamy leaf 
margins topped with bright pink flowers that age to deep 
red and do not revert. Between its foliage and its flowers, 
'Autumn Charm’ is truly a spectacular plant all season 
long. 
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Sedum 
‘Matrona’ 
Height:         24-36”  
Spread:  18-24”                                                                                           
Full Sun 
Zone 3-9 

This upright sedum shows off blue-green foliage 
enhanced by dark red stems. Pretty pink flower heads 
appear in July and August. Between its foliage and its 
flowers, 'Matrona’ is truly a spectacular plant all season 
long. 
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Sedum ‘Red Cauli’ 
Height   8-12”  
Spacing   12” 
Full Sun to Mostly Sunny 
Zone 3-9 

    
Sedum are notable for their unique fleshy foliage. ‘Red 
Cauli’ features red stems and burgundy leaves under 
prolific flower clusters that open pink and quickly darken 
to a nearly true red. This upright perennial prefers full sun 
but isn’t too particular about soil. 
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Saponaria ocymoides ‘Snow 
Tip’ (Rock Soapwort) 
Height:  6-8”  
Spread:  12-24” 
Full Sun 
Zones 2-9 

Rock Soapwort is a vigorous, low creeping plant that is 
perfect for trailing down sunny slopes or over rock walls or 
as an edging in the sunny border. It forms a low mound of 
bright green leaves covered by starry white flowers in late 
spring.This fast-growing evergreen tolerates dry, normal or 
sandy soils and is drought tolerant once established. 
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‘Sweet Kate’ Spiderwort 

Height 9-12” Zone 4-9 
Width  9-12” 
Full Sun to Part Shade 
    
Excellent for a rain garden, 

this plant, with its showy purple flowers against 
yellow-green foliage, tolerates wet soil. Blooming 
from May to July, this spiderwort grows easily in full 
sun to part shade. 
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Swamp Milkweed  
Height  4-5’  
Spread   1 - 2’ 
Sun 
Zone 3-6 
    
This native swamp milkweed 
presents small, fragrant pink to 
mauve flowers that look great in 

vases! Swamp milkweed blooms from July to August and 
thrives in medium to wet soil. Monarch butterflies love this 
variety just as much as the common milkweed we find in fields 
and along roads. Perhaps you’ll attract your very own monarch 
butterfly caterpillar! 
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Tiarella Pink Skyrocket 
(Foam Flower) 

Height:         6-12”  
Spread:  10-12”                                                                                           
Shade to Part Shade 
Zone 4-9 

Pink Skyrocket is one of the pinkest flowering Tiarellas 
available. In spring, large quantities of shrimp-pink foam 
flowers rocket upward from deeply cut foliage. Tiarella’s 
interest continues beyond spring when its leaves deepen to 
bronze or black in the fall depending on light conditions. 
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Tricyrtis Seiryu 
(Toad Lily) 
Height:         18-24”  
Spread:  18-24”                                                                                           
Shade to Part Shade 
Zone 4-8 

Be sure to plant this beauty up close in the shade in a spot 
where its unique flowers can be appreciated. White orchid-
like flowers with deep purple spots at the base deepen to light 
lavender-blue at the petal tips and are great for cutting. 
These unusual blooms appear on long, arching stems over 
dark green spotted foliage in fall. 
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Veronica spicata 
(Royal Candles Speedwell) 

Height 10-12” Zone 3-8 
Width  12-15” 
Full Sun 
    
Veronica ‘Royal Candles’ is an 
outstanding upright growing 
Speedwell with long-blooming spikes 
of deep purple-blue flower against 
large, attractive deep-green leaves. 

Both deer- and rabbit-resistant, this easy-to-grow plant 
attracts butterflies and is good for cut flower bouquets. 

26



Virginia Bluebells 
Height:  18-24”   
Spread:   12-18”   
Part to Full Shade 
Zone 3-8 

This one- to two-foot tall clump-forming perennial loves shade 
and moist soils. A very early bloomer (April, sometimes 
March!), Virginia Bluebells features loose clusters of dangling 
trumpet-shaped flowers that bloom in early spring. Buds start 
off pink before turning blue. Leaves are smooth, oval and 
bluish-green and die back to the ground by mid-summer as the 
plant goes dormant (so, no, you didn’t kill it by June!). 
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Yellow Loosestrife  
‘Alexander’ 

Height  2-3’ Zone 4-8 
Spread  2-3’   
Full Sun or Partial Sun 
    

‘Alexander’ is a stunning ornamental perennial with 
sturdy, upright stems sporting striking cream-edged, 
lime green variegated foliage. They emerge blushing pink 
in spring and age to white. Flowers are cup-shaped and 
golden yellow, with a hint of red at their center. They 
bloom from early to late summer. Easy to tend, 
‘Alexander’ is a butterfly favorite!
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