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The Rainbaw

Until the rainbow will be seen...”

The Zohar states that the rainbow is one of the
signs of the future Redemption. What is the
connection?

It has been taught that the rainbow is a sign of
the purification and refinement that the world
underwent by means of the Flood. Before that
time the clouds were made of coarser matter,
which did not reflect sunlight. After the Flood
had purified the world, the clouds too became
more refined: they reflect sunlight, and a
rainbow is produced.

In this lies the connection between the rainbow
and the coming of Moshiach, for at that time the
entire physical world will attain the peak of
refinement.

(From a talk of the Rebbe on Shabbos Parshas
Noach, 5721 [1960])
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Practical Legsson

Work on yourself is not only
about adding to what you do;
it is also defining whom you
really are. Hashem created a
world and people in it that
needs work. The mindset
about it, though, is not to
become something you are
not, rather the world truly is
in a state of Moshiach, we
only need reveal it!
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Teshuvah for Tzaddikim (1)

Moshiach will come in order to cause the

righteous to return in repentance.

When Moshiach comes, such a sublime level of
Divinity will be revealed that by comparison,
even the lofty level of Divine Wisdom will be
regarded as being as lowly as the World of
Asiyah, and the Higher Garden of Eden will be
regarded as being a mere wilderness. And when
this sublime level of Divinity is revealed, even a
Tzaddik will be aroused with feelings of
Teshuvah. We are not speaking of Teshuvah of
the ordinary kind: this is not relevant to a
Tzaddik, for he has had no taste of sin.

(Likkutei Torah, Shir HaShirim, p. 50b)
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Practical Legson
It needs be to truly understood,
what “Teshuvah” is. While being
defined as repentance, the true
meaning is returning.
Therefore, when we say that
Tzadikim are doing Teshuvah, it
really only means redirecting
themselves towards the
straighter path. As a
preparation, we should make a
recalibration of ourselves!
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The Red Helfer

N ine Red Heifers were prepared... Moshe

Rabbeinu prepared the first, the second by Ezra,
and there were seven from the time of Ezra until
the Destruction of the [Second] Beis HaMikdash.
The tenth will be prepared by the King Moshiach
— May he speedily be revealed! Amen, may this
be G-d’s will!

Now why should Rambam have chosen to place
this closing prayer for the coming of Moshiach
specifically here, among the laws of the Red
Heifer?

By way of explanation: The era of exile shares
the state of impurity which is imparted by
contact with a corpse. In addition to the simple
sense of this kind of impurity, which today we
are all presumed to have contracted, this is also
the spiritual content of the state of Golus. For
Golus was brought about by the sins of the
Yiddin; by a lack in the fulfillment of the verse,
“You who cleave to the L-rd your G-d...” As a
result, there is also a lack in the fulfillment of the
continuation of the same verse, — “You are all
alive today.” The ash of the Red Heifer, by
means of which a person who has become
defiled is cleansed of the impurity contracted
by contact with a corpse, alludes to the future
Redemption, for it will remove the analogous
kind of impurity.

(Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 28, p. 137)
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Practical Legson

Finding connections like this to
Moshiach is not just a thing for
the Rambam; we should strive
in our own lives to find
Moshiach. For it is the truth:
Moshiach really isin
everything! It is our job now to

bring it out in our daily lives!
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Teshuvah by Choice

The Torah has promised that ultimately, the

Jewish people will repent at the end of their
Golus, and will then be redeemed at once.

It would appear that this statement intends to say
that the Jewish people will do Teshuvah on their
own initiative, and not because heaven has
compelled them to do so. The repentance will be
theirs.

What supports this view?

In the two preceding chapters Rambam explains
at length the concept of free choice, and then
begins this chapter as follows: “Since every man
has been granted permission.., he should
endeavor to do Teshuvah and to confess.” His
intention may be understood as follows: A man
should endeavor to undertake truthful Teshuvah,
ie, Teshuvah that springs from his own free will
(rather than wait until he is coerced from above
to do so). It is immediately after this that Rambam
writes that “ultimately the Jewish people will
repent”: they will do this kind of Teshuvah, that
which is freely chosen.

(Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 27, p. 215)
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Practical Legsson

No matter what difficulty we
may face, we must find a
solution within ourselves if
want to truly solve the
problem. Notwithstanding we
can always reach to others for
help, but the best way for you
to grow is to grow from
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within.
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Teshuvah for Tzaddikim (Il)

Teshuvah can be relevant even for a Tzaddik,

in the spirit of the teaching of our Sages that a
person should live “all his days in Teshuvah.”
For as soon as he wastes even a moment from
his customary level of Avodah in Torah study
and in prayer, at that moment he is (so to speak)
falling — and this calls for Teshuvah.

(Or HaTorah, Shir HaShirim, p. 688)
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Practical Lesson
If it is this extreme for someon
who is so close to Hashem than
how much more so every
person where he or she is
holding can wonder the same.
“Am | really using out myself to
my fullest potential?” For it only}
takes a small veer to any
direction to drastically change
your course; for not good and
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Teshuvah for Tzaddikim (I1)

In the days of Moshiach there will be a

stupendous revelation of Divinity. For Hashem,
who is known as “the Tzaddik of the world,” this
revelation will be a kind of “Teshuvah” — for
having withheld this light from His people
throughout all the years of Golus.

(Or HaTorah, Vayikra, p. 235)
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Practical Legsson

Hashem regrets (if you could
say) making Golus! Although it
may be for a purpose,
otherwise He would have not
made it, still, it is not
desirable. There is a story of
the Rebbetzin that she once
pushed a man to save his life;
because of this, she asked for
repentance for her whole life.
This shows just how precious
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everything really is.
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Teshuvah for Tzaddikim (V)

Even in the present period the Avodah of Tzaddikim

includes an element of Teshuvah, but it is different from
the Teshuvah that will be aroused within them by
Moshiach.

The Teshuvah that a Tzaddik experiences during the
present period focuses on distance: since his soul is
now invested in a body, he is (so to speak) distant from
Hashem, by comparison with the nearness that his soul
experienced before it descended to this world. For even
“a perfect Tzaddik, serving Hashem with fear and
delighting in an abundant love [of Him], will not attain
the quality of his attachment to Hashem... before his
descent into this world.” In the present, therefore, his
Teshuvah consists of anguish over this distance, and a
yearning to restore his soul to its former ambiance.

In time to come, by contrast, Hashem’s glory will be as
manifest down here below as it is above. Since the
former distance will no longer exist, the Teshuvah of the
Tzaddik will no longer focus on distance: it will consist
of an infinite love of Hashem, the degree of love of
which it is written, Bechol Meodecha — “[You shall love
the L-rd your G-d].. with all your might.” At present, for
the most part, this degree of love is experienced most
fully by a penitent, a Baal Teshuvah. His soul’s thirst for
Hashem, as a result of its former distance from Him, is
urgent, just as a man flees from death with his entire
being. A Tzaddik does not quite experience this kind of
thirst. When Moshiach comes, however, Hashem’s Being
and Essence will become manifest in this world below.
This intense revelation will rouse the Tzaddik to an
infinite ascent, so that he, too, will become capable of
the ultimate degree of love, which is called Bechol
Meodecha: at that time he, too, will be able to love
Hashem with all his might.

(Likkutei Sichos, Parshas HaChodesh, 5751 [1991])
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Practical Lesson
It is easy to think what your
doing is enough when you don't
see the full picture. When
Moshiach comes, we will see
who we really are and what
really do. A seemingly small
Mitzvah has so much of an
effect, yet, we never really see
it ourselves. Still, we must
know it is true and always
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strive to do the best we canl




