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Spring has sprung and the fishing is heating up! Bass and
Bream are bedding, fish are moving onto the grass, and many mem-
bers are heading to the mountains to fish for trout. Yes it's time to sling
some string. | hope you find some type of water you like and do some
fly fishing.

Ouir fly fishing school started March 12 with 17 enthusiast stu-
dents. Many thanks to all of our members that have been showing up to
help with casting, tying, and classroom instruction.

We have not been given a firm date as to when the building re-
pairs will begin, but it will be in May. As soon has we have a date there
will be a "moving party"” to pack up and store our stuff until the work has
been completed. So watch for the announcement.



Board Meeting, Fly Fishers Of Northwest Florida,
March 6, 2012, President Terry McCormick, presiding

The board of Directors meeting was opened by president Terry McCormick at 6:00 on March 6™ with 11 mem-
bers present.

The Treasurers report was given by Jay Brykcznski. We have collected $2,266 from memberships. We have
5 life memberships, 60 paid members, plus 14 who are taking the fly fishing class which includes the dues for
2012 (two regular members are taking the class making a total class of 16). This gives the club a total of 84
paid members. Forty eight of our 2011 members have not renewed.

Motion was made to drop the conservation committee and to combine the education and casting committees.
Motion was passed. The suggestion was made to add members to the fishing outing committee to help the
committee plan three outings for 2012.

The board meeting was adjourned.

Business Meeting, Fly Fishers Of Northwest Florida,
March 6, 2012, President Terry McCormick, presiding

The business meeting was convened at 7:00 on March 6™ with 18 members present.
Fishing reports were given by several members

Jerry Giles gave a very interesting presentation on then range of vision of various species of fish and how this
knowledge can be used to the benefit of a fisherman.

The following items were approved by the membership: 1. To change the bylaws as printed in the February
newsletter. 2. To discontinue proration of dues i new members will pay the $35 initial dues regardless of
when they join.

President Terry gave a report on Project Healing Waters. Several of our members attended a 3 hour session
which included teaching casting and fly tying to disabled veterans. This is a very rewarding effort for the club
and it is extremely helpful to the veterans. The club was reminded of the auction coming up in June and eve-
ryone was encouraged to donate items and that the fly fishing class starts Monday 12" and volunteers are
needed for both fly tying and casting. Jerry Aldridge asked for a volunteer to help him with the newsletter.

President Terry met with city officials to discuss repairs to the meeting building. We will vacate the building in
May and meet at East Pensacola Hieghts Community Center on Gonzales St. He will schedule the building.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.




Foam Caterpill are. Rc

This fly is arriving just in time for catching fish in our local rivers and ponds. As the water temperatures rise,
largemouth bass and brim will invade the shallows looking for an easy meal before they begin to spawn. Plop
this tasty morsel in front of them and you will surely experience some rod-bending action. Follow along as
Roy Turner shows us how to tie this monthos fly.

Tying Materials

Hook: Mustad 94831, or similar 2X long-shank hook; sizes #4 to #8
Thread: Danvi | |-\Véa&es Nyfoh, alack

Body: Closed-cell foam, yellow or green

Legs: Black hackle

Tying Instructions

1. Tie on a jam-knot base and then tie in the hackle at the rear of the hook. Wrap the
thread forward and tie in the foam strip 1/3 of the way back from the hook eye. Then
wrap the thread back to the rear of the hook and then forward again, forming the base
of the foam body.

2. To form the body, fold the foam over and anchor near the hook eye. Then wrap the
thread towards the rear of the hook forming equally-sized bands (band width approxi-
mately 1/80) to form a segmented body. Br
and half hitch or whip finish. Trim the fo

B Wrap hackle forward in same area as thread segments. To finish the head, fold the
remaining foam strip back towards the rear of the hook and tie off with several half
hitches or aw whip finish.

4. Trim the hackle to form the legs

The game warden approached the boy who was fishing by the lake. "Hey, son. Can't you read? The
sign says 'No Fishing Allowed' "
The boy whispered, "I'm fishing very quietly, sir". (Anonymous)

From "The World's Best Fishing Jokes" courtesy of Russ Shields




Miami Florida is a long way from Pensacola. | try not to drive at night
so | took two days to drive the more than 700 miles. Next time | will
4 really torture myself and fly. The traffic on I-75 and the Florida Turn-
pike was bumper-to-bumper all the way from 1-10 to Miami. The traffic
i n Miami warstopfolf uhpuenqper 6 and it was

™ mighty fine to get on the water and just watch the traffic going by
= while casting a fly for beautiful butterfly peacock bass.

| met my guide at 6:30 AM and boarded his flats boat at a public boat
ramp in downtown Miami. It was dark and the city lights shown
brightly enough on the canal that navigation was no problem. In the
£ dark no peacocks were takené not e\
. W8 out so did the peacocks.

i

“ @ The Butterfly Peacock Bass (Cichla Ocellaris) has a body shape simi-
lar to a largemouth bass. They are usually a bright golden-yellow with
black vertical bars, a black spot (false eye) at the base of the tail and
a yellow-gold caudal fin.

In 1984 the Florida Wildlife Commission introduced peacock bass into

the larger canals of southeast Florida. Because of their intolerance to

low water temperatures (below 60F) and saltwater (above 18ppt.) the

peacock has not become abundant outside the Miami-Dade and Bro-

ward county coastal areas. The native range of the peacock bass lies

within the Amazon River basin of South America. In Florida, they

thrive in warm, slow flowing canals and lakes and are frequently
found in shady areas around bridges and under do
about March through August. Both adults prepare a flat, hard surface near shore. The female lays
between 4,000 and 10,000 eggs. Both parents, for as long as several months guard the fry. Males
commonly develop a 6nuchal é hump on the forehead
primarily on fish and use great speed to capture prey. They typically feed during daylight hours. Dur-
ing a peacockds first 18-1ldhes. Mhereaftdr thdy beicaane much wi | |
heavier with each inch they add in length. A 17-inch peacock will tip the scales at about three
pounds; a 19-inch fish will weigh about five pounds.

The peacocks | caught, and released, were taken using the same tackle | use for small and
largemouth bass. A six or 8wt. rod with a weight forward floating line works just fine. | had no luck
with top water poppers but an orange-copper size 4 Clouser with lots of silver flash was the key to a
very successful day. Casting only about 40-feet, | took (and lost) many colorful peacocks, Mayan
cichlid, and sunfish on that one c¢clouser. | also
thanks to my guide.



