
Museum gearing up for Schmeckfest 
Heritage Hall Museum & Archives is 

planning for Schmeckfest 2024 guests 
and is using last year as a model.

“We enjoyed the return of Schmeck-
fest last year after a three-year hiatus 
due to Covid-19,” said HHM&A Exec-
utive Director and Archivist Marnette 
(Ortman) Hofer. “The influx of more 
than 900 guests during the two-day 
event last March was a reminder of 
people’s interest in the traditions and 
heritage we share.”

The museum will open at 10 a.m. 
and remain open until 7 p.m. on  

March 15 and 16, with special pro-
gramming beginning at 1 p.m. While 
details are still being finalized, that will 
include a full slate of demonstrations 
and programs. It includes acknowledg-
ing the 150th anniversary of the arrival 
of immigrant groups in what became 
the greater Freeman area, including 
the Lutheran, Mennonite, Hutterite 
and Reformed communities.

“From traditional craft demonstra-
tions to programs about our local 
history to our always-popular Heritage 
Pickers, who offer 10-minute descrip-

tions about selected artifacts, we’ve 
got something for everyone,” she said. 
All demonstrations and programs are 
included with museum admission.

And, like last year, the museum is 
extending its regular admission to 
both days with wristbands that will 
enable Schmeckfest guests to come and 
go both Friday and Saturday. That in-
cludes the $20 family pass for parents 
and children (through grades 12). 

A detailed schedule will be published 
in the Freeman Courier and posted 
online at heritagehallmuseum.com.
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HHM&A receives MAP report
“Heritage Hall Museum & Archives 

is a remarkable small institution.”
That’s the opening line of the sum-

mary report from the Museum As-
sessment Program (MAP) following a 
2023 self-study and a site visit from an 
expert peer reviewer.

HHM&A was one of about 75 
museums chosen to participate in the 
nationwide American Alliance of Mu-
seums (AAM) program. The organiza-
tional assessment helped the museum 
leadership and staff gain insight into 
its program, governance and mission, 
and to identify priorities and strate-
gies. A team of staff and several board 
members met weekly in the first half 
of 2023. In September, Karrie Porter 
Brace, a museum professional from 
New Mexico, came to Freeman for a 
three-day site visit.

The report focuses on both strengths 
and weaknesses that the board and 
staff will be exploring in detail in the 

weeks and months ahead. 
While the report is affirming of the 

museum’s program, it also addresses 
a wide range of issues to pursue in 
order to strengthen its mission. “Their 
greatest challenges,” the report says, 
“are addressing their fiduciary respon-
sibility and inadequate staffing.”

“As a fledgling independent orga-
nization, the participation in MAP 
provided us a mirror of how museums 
organize and operate effectively and 
professionally,” says Marlan Kaufman, 

who was president of the HHM&A 
Board and a participant in the week-
ly MAP meetings.  “Suggestions for 
directing the focus and activities of the 
board are particularly important to the 
future success of Heritage Hall Muse-
um & Archives.”

The report includes several key rec-
ommendations, including: 

• Support, guide, and train the 
HHM&A governing board so that 
they may provide necessary fiduciary 

continued on next page
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Celebrating new beginnings
We’re in a new year and a time for new beginnings. 

January marked the start of a new year for our HHM&A 
Board (listed below) and we are happy to welcome Rod 
Janzen to the group. Rod was my history teacher many 
years ago at Freeman Junior College and Freeman Acad-
emy, and I like to blame (or credit) him for getting me 
hooked on history.

In the months ahead, Rod and the rest of the board will 
be delving into our final report from the Museum As-
sessment Program. Participating in MAP was one of the 
opportunities open to us when we became an indepen-
dent 501(c)(3) in 2021. The 28-page MAP report is full 
of kudos and concerns, and now the work begins as we 
dissect the details and translate them into action.

The past few months have also marked new beginnings amongst our staff, and 
we are happy to report that we have a new facilities manager! Joe Dennis recently 
joined our team to fill the position left vacant last May.

One of the main people who helped us keep things moving forward last year 
until a new facilities manager was hired was Donovan Friesen, who recently 
completed his last term on the HHM&A Board. We’ve appreciated Donovan’s 
upbeat attitude and his willingness to tackle just about anything. 

Donovan plans to continue to volunteer at the museum as chair of the build-
ings and grounds committee. If you are interested in joining him or being a part 
of any of our other committees – collections management, development, finance, 
governance or programs – let’s talk. Thanks to technology, our committees can 
- and do - include members from a distance. Or, if you’d like to join our list of 
volunteers who help out now and then, give me a call. There are always a myriad 
of projects and possibilities that we would love to have assistance with.

And in just one month, we hope you can come visit the museum during the 
annual Schmeckfest activities held next door at Freeman Academy. We’re excited 
to share with all our guests the many changes in the museum over the past year!

This year, we will mark 150 years since the wave of Germans-from-Russia 
immigrants began making their homes in the greater Freeman community. They 
came seeking new beginnings and new opportunities. 

Their commitment and perseverance are an inspiring model in our own new 
beginnings and new opportunities, as we continue our mission to celebrate and 
share their stories. 

 

Arrival on the
Prairie Gallery
being updated

Museum visitors this spring will dis-
cover a new look in the Arrival on the 
Prairie Gallery. A renovation project 
began last December when HHM&A 
Board Member Viki Graber spent a 
week as a volunteer, painting the walls 
in the room and making changes to 
the display cases. In the weeks that 
followed, staff – with assistance from 
other volunteers including Teresa 
Dick, Donovan Friesen, Janice Graber, 
Dan Haggerty and Solomon Ortman – 
have continued the project.

The improvements will continue into 
the summer, bolstering the exhibits 
that tell the story of the arrival of the 
immigrants in the 1870s. It includes a 
section featuring the Hutterites who 
were part of that migration. And, it 
will continue to include the history of 
the American Indian tribes who lived 
here prior to that. 

“It seemed appropriate to make 
some of these changes in conjunc-
tion with this year’s 150th anniver-
sary of the start of the wave of Ger-
mans-from-Russia immigration to 
Dakota Territory,” says Tim L. Waltner, 
communication and education coor-
dinator at the museum. “We’re adding 
new artifacts and display elements to 
the gallery to enhance our storytell-
ing.”
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HHM&A Board of Directors
Jeanne Carter, chair
Nathan Bates, vice-chair
Chantel Hofer, secretary
Brett Eisenbeis, treasurer
Kevin Albrecht, Viki Graber, Rod Janzen, 

Marlan Kaufman, Charles Schrag, 
Kevin Waltner

Staff
Marnette D. (Ortman) Hofer, executive 

director/archivist
Heather Haggerty, curator
Tim L. Waltner, communication/

education coordinator
Joe Dennis, facilities manaager

Our Mission
is to preserve, educate and foster 
appreciation for the diverse natural 
and cultural history of the greater 
Freeman area, settled largely by 
Germans from Russia in the 1870s.

Director’s View
Marnette D. (Ortman) Hofer
Executive Director/ Archivist

MAP continued from front page

resources and ethical leadership.
• Increase personnel resources, re-

taining the staff in full-time positions 
to focus on institutional needs, collec-
tions management, and programs.

• Work with local leaders and com-
munity development organizations in 
southeastern South Dakota to deter-
mine how HHM&A could better meet 
the needs of its residents, improve its 
relevance as a regional cultural venue, 
make cultural resources more recog-
nizable, and attract more tourism.
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HHM&A welcomes trees at Bethel Church
In November, the museum 

invited the community to 
help decorate the inside of the 
Bethel Church. The staff hung 
garland and old-fashioned 
white lights on the wrap-
around balcony and put up a 
Christmas tree on the stage; it 
included vintage decorations.

The perimeter of the sanctu-
ary was opened up to accom-
modate the 12 trees from local 
families, businesses and organi-
zations that literally surround-
ed the church with color and light. The 
church was open during regular hours 
and also open free to the public on the 
first three Saturdays of December. 

A community carol sing-along, led 
by Jeanne Carter and accompanists 
Heather Haggerty and Mary Waltner, 
was held on Dec. 2. 

Residents of Freeman Regional 

Assisted Living (formerly the Salem 
Home) came for their own carol sing-
along on December 12.

The 12 trees reflected the themes 
and interests of the sponsors. While 
not a competition, the museum invited 
guests to weigh in on a people’s choice 
award. That went to Kevin Albrecht 
and his mother, Betty (Graber); their 

tree had the distinction of being 
the oldest. The feather tree came 
from the Harry and Tillie (Pre-
heim) Graber family and is the 
first tree that Betty, their daughter, 
remembers. The tree was decorat-
ed in the circa 1940’s style of its 
era, including a number of origi-
nal ornaments and candles.

Our 2023 tree sponsors were: 
Betty/Kevin Albrecht Family, 
CorTrust Bank, Et Cetera Shoppe, 
Fensel’s Greenhouse, Freeman 
Academy, Freeman Courier, Free-

man Dental Center, Freeman Shopping 
Center/Ace Hardware, Chantel and 
Stewart Hofer, Russell and MarJean 
Waltner, University of South Dakota 
and Vision Care Associates.

The project, which was supported 
by the HHM&A Program Committee, 
was deemed a success and plans are to 
repeat it in 2024.

Mutter knows best (maybe?)
It seems like it’s been a long winter, 

doesn’t it? Do you feel like you’ve been 
swimming in a cesspool of germs? 
Treading your way through a sea of 
viruses and bacteria? Is your medicine 
cabinet overflowing with a variety of 
modern-day potions?

Well, I’m here to offer you some 
alternatives based on a framed dis-
play of home remedies from  museum 
storage titled “Mutter’s House Mittel”  
(Mother’s Home Remedies). The date 
of it is unclear, but it contains “turn 
of the century medicine as practiced 
in the Freeman community” and was 
compiled and donated by Verlyn Walt-
ner. It lists a wide array of ailments 
and accompanying treatments made 
of commonly found items like tallow, 
beets and beeswax, and area plants 
such as tansy, peppermint and yarrow.

Please note my medical expertise is 
limited to what Google tells me and 
I’ve been known to get lightheaded at 
the dentist, so experiment at your own 
risk. Perhaps you’ll find some relief, or 
you may decide that the cure is worse 

than what’s ailing you. At the very 
least, you will have discovered new 
uses for onions, and people may keep 
their germy selves away from you due 
to the smell… .
For common coughs and colds
• Mix honey with cut-up onions. Let 

stand and drink the juice. Chew 
coffee granules to get rid of the 
onion taste.

• Gargle with kerosene in water for a 
sore throat.

• Rub throat with lard and wrap a 
woolen sock around the neck.

• Drink juice of vinegar, honey, 
chopped onions and garlic.

For sores or infections
• Put fresh cow manure over the 

infected sore and wrap. Good for a 
rusty nail.

• Take sheep wool, burn it, and let 
smoke go over the infected area.

• Bake onion until soft and put on sore.
Eye issues
• Apply warm urine.
• Use a teaspoonful of milk in a little 

melted butter and wash eyes when 

they are 
glued togeth-
er in the 
morning.

• For inflamed 
sores, make a 
poultice of 
finely scraped 
raw potato 
and apply to 
the eyes 
before going 
to bed.

Earache
• Drop warm lard into ear.
• Blow cigar smoke into ears.
For boils
• Throw onions in hot coals, cut in 

half, mix with ashes and put on boil 
to draw.

• Boil white bread and milk and use as 
a poultice.
Happy experimenting! Oh, and the 

next time you have the hiccups, drink 
water and think of a person who is 
lying.

Curator’s Corner
Heather Haggerty, Curator

A Dec. 2 community carol-sing held at the Bethel Church.
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Thank You To Our Heritage Hall Museum & Archives
Members & Donors - January-December 2023

Platinum
Anonymous
Jim & Teresa Dick, Marion 
Dennis Epp, Freeman
Rachael Grant, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Robert & Lois Haar, Yankton 
Rodney Hofer, Lawrence, Kan. 
Stewart & Chantel Hofer, 

Bridgewater
Vernon J & Norma Hofer, Freeman 
Jan Graber Johnson, Goshen, Ind. 
Loren & Judy Kaufman, Freeman  
Marlan & Rosemary Kaufman, 

Canistota 
Ron and Lois Preheim, Newton, 

Kan. 
Rural Mfg. Co. Inc. - Colin Hofer, 

Freeman
Salem Mennonite Church, Freeman 
Orpha Schrag, Nashville, Tenn. 
Dawn Stahl, Freeman
Jorgiann Waltner, Robbinsdale, 

Minn. 
Loren & Carolyn Waltner, Freeman 
Donovan & Heidi Waltner-Pepper, 

Oak Park, Ill. 
Gold
Donovan & Sherryl Friesen, 

Freeman
Joe L Graber, Augusta, Kan. 
Scientific Consulting Inc. - Jill and 

Jason Aanenson, Freeman 
Silver
Jeanne Carter, Sioux Falls 
Lynell & Pauline Hofer, Freeman 
Paul & Priscilla Hofer, Freeman 
Hutterite Centennial Committee, 

Freeman 
Jerry & Delores Juhnke, Wichita, 

Kan.  
Ellen Ortman, Marion 
Orville & Janelle Ortman, Marion 
Gina L. Pfeiffer, Sioux Falls  
Gwen Preheim-Bartel, Goshen, Ind. 
Lyle & Lois Preheim, Freeman 
Leroy & Winifred Saner, Elkhart, 

Ind. 
DJ & Karen Sims, Maize, Kan. 
Keith & Sharon Waltner, Freeman 
Kevin & Amy Waltner, Hurley

Russell & MarJean Waltner, Freeman 
Jo Wohlenberg, Yankton 
Bronze 
Kevin/Betty Albrecht, Marion 
BDC Financial Services - Brad & 

Kris Carlson, Parker 
Joanne Becker, Marion
Maurice & Cora Conners, Omaha, 

Neb. 
Courier/Second Century Publishing 

Inc. - Jeremy Waltner, Freeman 
Brett Eisenbeis, Los Angeles, Calif.  
Larry Eisenbeis, Marion
Robert & Marla Engbrecht, Marion 
Fensels Greenhouse - Deb Beier, 

Freeman
Marlyn & Maureen Friesen, 

Freeman 
Linden & Judy Graber, Marion 
Viki Graber & Judy Snider, Goshen, 

Ind.
Elmer & Judy Gross, Freeman 
Dan & Heather Haggerty, Freeman  
Harriet Haggett, Wickenburg, Ariz. 
Bruce & Monica Hofer, Freeman
Keith Hofer & Joann Smith, Marion 
Norman & Darlene Hofer, Freeman 
Vernon P & Twyla Hofer, Freeman 
Jamboree Foods - Bob & Karen 

Pidde, Freeman 
Charles & Betty Kauffman, Marshall, 

Minn.  
Karen Larsen, Viborg 
Cheryl Lehmann, Sioux Falls 
William & Sally Little, Mililani, 

Hawaii 
Donald & Lavonne Mendel, Doland 
James & Kathleen Miller, Marion  
John & Linda Ortman, Marion  
Leron & Carol Peters, Omaha, Neb.  
Laurel & Twila Preheim, Omaha, 

Neb.  
Marles Preheim, N. Newton, Kan. 
Prosper Ag - Stuart & Mary Ann 

Preheim, Marion 
Ralph’s Feed Inc. - Robert & Cheryl 

Korn, Freeman 
Lynn Rieskamp, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Larry & Phyllis Schrag, Ames, Iowa 
Larry & Edie Tschetter, Freeman 
Leo & Blanche Tschetter, Arlington 

James & Sharla Unruh, Marion 
Ivan & Betty Waltner, Freeman 
Jill Whittington, Freeman 
David & Rachel Winters, Tulsa, 

Okla. 
Salem Mennonite Church Sunday 

School, Freeman 
Conductor 
Bud & Delores Arbeiter, Marion 
Steve & Anita Auch, Yankton 
Nathan Bates, Vermillion 
Geraldine Berg, Marion 
Evelyn Blum, Aberdeen 
Allyn Brosz, Washington, DC 
John Buhr, Newtown, Penn. 
Dennis Delzer, Richardson, Texas
Jean Detrich, Chapman, Kan.
East River Furniture/81 Metal Art - 

Tim & Becky Wiese, Freeman  
Dianne Epp, North Newton, Kan. 
Mike Epp, Wichita, Kan.
Marian Gering, Freeman 
Jerry & Elaine Glanzer, Bridgewater 
Golden West Telecommunications, 

Wall 
Christine Graber, St. Louis, Mo. 
Cordell & Clara Graber, Freeman 
LaVerne & Janice Graber, Freeman 
Lerace Graber, Freeman 
Jake Jr. and Irene Gross, Freeman 
Kevin Gross, Goshen, Ind. 
Perry Gross, Huntley, IL 
Jim & Deb Haar, Loveland, Colo. 
Darrell & Renee Hartman, Freeman 
Larry Hayslett, Belleville, Wisc. 
Jacob & Alicia Hofer-GunderKline, 

Goshen, Ind. 
Josh & Lynelle Hofer, Parkston 
Sylvia Hofer, Freeman 
Todd & Marnette Hofer, Dolton 
Donald and Rebecca House, 

Waterloo, Mich.  
Julie Huber, Freeman  
Rod Janzen, Fresno, Calif. 
Harriet Kaufman, Freeman 
Kevin Kaufman, Milford, Iowa,  
S. Roy Kaufman, Freeman 
James R. Kautz, Omaha, Neb.
Leslie Kehn, Savage , Minn. 
Delmar & Beverly Klassen, Sioux 

Falls 

Sharon Kleinsasser, Freeman 
Cheryl Koch, Sioux Falls 
Loren & Marjean Kuper, Black Hawk 
Yvonne Mast, Freeman 
Mr. G’s Tires - Gerry & Charlene 

Hora, Freeman 
Larry & Barb Olesen, Hurley 
Marlo & Mavis Ortman, Marion 
Joan Peters, Hartford  
Sharon Pfeiffer, Freeman  
Ted & Marlene Pidde, Freeman 
Dennis & Shirley Ries, Freeman 
Roth Law Office & Roth Realty - 

Glenn Roth, Freeman 
Saarie Auto Body Repair, Inc. - 

Blaine & Penny Saarie, Freeman 
Debra and Steve Schmeichel, Hurley 
Gloria Schnabel, Emery 
David & Kim Schrag, Bridgewater 
John & Sara Schrag, Freeman 
Warren Schwartz, Great Falls, Mont. 
Dennis Shaltanis, Ankeny, Iowa 
Anne Smith, Brookline, Mass.,  
Dale & Lois Link Solberg, Freeman 
Gayle & Joyce Stalheim, Chardon, 

Ohio 
David R. Tieszen, Everett, Wash. 
Scott Tschetter, Grayling, Mich. 
Derrold & Peggy Waltner, Freeman 
Terry & Kaye Waltner, Marion  
Tim & Mary Waltner, Freeman 
Hans Weaver & Vanessa Hofer, 

Lancaster, Penn. 
Judith West, Carnation, Wash. 
Shopkeeper
Lee & Marilyn Brockmueller, 

Freeman 
John & Monica Clem, Freeman  
Chris & Carol Eisenbeis, Hurley  
Connie/Vivian Friesen, Freeman
John & Tammi Goede, Spencer, Iowa 
Jay Graber, Parker 
Lyndon & Barbie Hofer, Bridgewater  
Mark Huenemann, Peoria, Ariz. 
Hutterthal Mennonite Church, 

Freeman 
Angela Kaufman, Sioux Falls 
Beth Kaufman, Marion  
Myron & Edna Koerner, Freeman 
Marilyn Kratz, Yankton  
David & Judy Mendel, Doland  

Dave & Bubbles Mensch, Freeman  
David Ortman, Seattle, Wash.
Alan Ries, Freeman 
Truman & Beverly Schwartz, St. 

Paul, Minn. 
Ray Walter, Freeman  
Gary & Cheryl Walz, Freeman  
Craig & Lois Wollman, Menno  
Barb Yoder, Freeman 
Owen Zanter, Freeman  
Paul Zehr & Christiana Hofer, 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Homesteader 
Janice Dunlap, Phoenix, Ariz. 
Kathy Goering, Moundridge, Kan.
Steve & Linda Graber, Freeman 
Janelle Harms, Edmonton, Alberta, 

Canada, 
Arlen Hofer, Canton 
Dallas & Cindy Hofer, Sioux Falls 
Lisa Mueller Howard, Sioux Falls  
Dennis Lehmann, Freeman 
Sharon Mueller, Hagerstown, M.D. 
Crystal Gering Nelson, Viborg 
Peter P. Preheim, Marion  
Ashley Purdy, Clinton, Tenn.  
Terry Quam, Menno 
Lois Regehr, Marion  
Leann Schulz-Thomas, Marion 
BJ & Lynda Slinger, Wheaton, Ill. 
John & Alice Suderman, North 

Newton, Kan. 
Allen Thomas, Freeman  

Gifts in Memory of:
Clellan Becker by Joanne Becker, 

Marion and Leroy & Winifred 
Saner, Elkhart, Ind.

Anette Eisenbeis by Larry 
Eisenbeis, Marion

Andy Hunter by Tim L. & Mary 
Waltner, Freeman

Delmar & Maxine Ortman by 
David Ortman, Seattle, Wash.

Winifred Wall by Ellen Ortman, 
Marion

Gifts in Honor of: 
HHM&A Staff and Volunteers 

“who work countless hours” by 
Evelyn Blum, Aberdeen

include all membership benefits
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We value your ongoing support through your 
memberships, donations and volunteer time. Your 

contributions enable us to continue and expand our 
mission of sharing our community’s history.
All members & sustaining donors

receive annual patron passes to the 
museum/archives; “Headlines,” our 

quarterly newsletter; special pricing for
museum events; and a 10% discount 

in our mercantile/bookshop.

FOUNDER
$75,000+

EMERALD
$5,000

RUBY
$10,000

SAPPHIRE
$25,000

DIAMOND
$50,000

BRONZE
$250

SILVER
$500

GOLD
$750

PLATINUM
$1,000

HOMESTEADER
$30

SHOPKEEPER
$50

CONDUCTOR
$100

o o o o o o o o o o o o

We offer three basic membership levels and nine sustaining donation levels. We will acknowledge sustaining donations as tax-deductible contributions.
Homesteaders: 1 annual patron pass; Shopkeepers: 2 annual patron passes; Conductors: 4 annual patron passes; Sustaining Donors: 6 annual patron passes
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BASIC MEMBERSHIPS SUSTAINING DONATIONS include all membership benefits

Your memberships &donations
support Heritage Hall Museum & Archives. 
If you have a required minimum distribution (RMD) 
from your retirement account, you can give a portion of 
your RMD directly to HHM&A. This qualified charitable 
contribution (QCD) offers several advantages. It allows 
you to give from pre-tax assets, your distribution is ex-
cluded from taxable income, and it simplifies the giving 
process. Contact your IRA account holder for details.


