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The summer of 2024 at HHM&A
It’s been an active summer 

at Heritage Hall Museum 
& Archives. A change in 
summer hours – open 10-4 
Mondays through Saturdays 
– reflects expectations of 
out-of-town guests.

School visits beginning in 
May (Maxwell Colony and 
Freeman Academy) contin-
ued in June and July with 
two visits from elementa-
ry students in a summer 
program at Marion Public 
School.

This summer featured 
three special programs 
focusing on the 150-year-
mark of the immigration 
wave to this area. A panel of Dan 
Flyger, Marnette (Ortman) Hofer, 
Norman Hofer and S. Roy Kaufman 
shared perspectives from the unique 
settlements, which were based largely 
on faith traditions in this community.

They began at the Bethel Church on 
June 2, focusing on the Russia experi-
ence;  about 80 attended. The second 
session, July 14, explored the trip from 
Russia to Dakota. It moved to the 
Interpretive Center at the neighbor-
ing Prairie Arboretum because of the 
excessive heat; about 100 attended. 
The Aug. 4 program, focusing on the 
arrival in Dakota Territory, was held 
in Pioneer Hall, because of the antic-
ipated size of the audience; about 120 
attended.

The three programs were recorded 
and videos are being produced. They 
will available as DVDs and on the 

HHM&A YouTube channel; produc-
tion includes adding captions. To order 
or access, contact the museum by call-
ing 605-925-7545 or emailing info@
heritagehallmuseum.com.

Another program with a 150th 
theme was held at the Interpretive 
Center on Aug. 18. Sisters Joan Muel-
ler Peters and Lisa Mueller Howard 
spoke about their recent book, “Katy,” 
a historical fiction account of their 
great-great-grandfather’s sister’s expe-
rience moving from Russia to Turner 
County.

The 150th theme will continue on 
Sept. 15 when Jeremy Waltner will 
present “Forming Freeman: From West 
to East; Freeman on the move.” The 
3 p.m. program at the Bethel Church 
will explore the grassroots growth of 
the community following the arrival of 
Germans from Russia in the 1870s.

Plans are still being final-
ized for an October/Novem-
ber program on the impact 
of the immigration wave on 
the indigineous people for 
whom this land had been 
home.
Chislic festival

While not on the same 
scale as Schmeckfest, the 
South Dakota Chislic Festi-
val at the Prairie Arboretum 
on July 27, brought an influx 
of guests to the museum. 
Special activities included 
making rope and an “ar-
cheological dig” in which 
kids explored a sand-filled 
plastic swimming pool 

looking for pottery shards, seashells, 
cephalopods, keys and coins; they were 
set up on our lawn near the arboretum. 
In addition to touring the exhibit halls 
and visiting the historical buildings, 
guests could try their hands at letter-
press printing as well as running the 
model train. Special exhibits included 
farm equipment and motorcycles on 
the lawn and, inside, Indian motorcy-
cles on loan from Linden Graber.
Wilder exhibit

Another special exhibit in the Arriv-
al on the Prairie Gallery this summer 
takes a look at the largely unknown 
connection between author Laura In-
galls Wilder and the Freeman commu-
nity. In July 1894 she and her husband, 
Almanzo, and daughter, Rose, moved 
from DeSmet to Mansfield, Mo. Her 

The first of three programs about the Germans from Russia who began 
arriving in Dakota Territory in 1874 was held at the historical Bethel 
Mennonite Church on June 2. Programs featured a panel of Marnette 
(Ortman) Hofer, S. Roy Kaufman, Norman Hofer and Dan Flyger.
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Here are some images from the summer
of 2024 at Heritage Hall Museum & Archives

The flowers 
that grace 

the front 
sign that 

welcomes 
summer 

guests to 
Heritage Hall 

Museum & 
Archives 

are the 
handiwork of 

volunteers 
Dennis and 

Shirley Ries.

A young guest and her mother enjoy watching “I Love Lucy” on 
the 1953 Zenith television in the Kauffman Wing of the museum. 

Jerry Merkouris of Valley Springs donated both materials and 
time to convert the 1953 Zenith TV into a working model.

A special exhibit in the Arrival on the Prairie Gallery documents 
the trip Laura Ingalls Wilder and her family made through this 
community in 1894 en route to their new home in Missouri.
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Friday evening before the South Dakota 
Chislic Festival, Kevin Waltner pulled the 
1884 Frick Eclipse Steam Traction Engine 
out of the museum and onto the lawn that 
borders the Freeman Prairie Arboretum. 
That’s Kevin Albrecht steering the 
Eclipse. It and other large artifacts were 
placed along the entrance to the festival 
to encourage people to visit the museum.

Caleb Epp staffed the rope-making 
demonstration on the museum lawn. 

Intern Kat Boeding (green shirt) staffed 
the “archeological dig” in which kids 
found five different items – a cephalopod, 
a coin, a key, a pottery shard and a 
seashell – in a pile of sand. A successful 
dig entitled them to a prize.
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Elementary students 
in the Freeman Public 
Library Summer Reading 
Program visited HHM&A 
on June 27. The 
collaboration between 
the two organizations 
enabled a hands-on 
look at geodes, rocks 
featuring a cavity 
lined with crystals 
and other minerals. 
Museum volunteer Terry 
Waterman helped them 
use a hammer to gently 
tap on their own geodes 
until it split open to 
reveal colorful crystals.

The June 27 museum visit 
gave kids an up-close 

look at the Natural World 
Exhibit that included a 

word scavenger hunt that 
invited the youth to find the 

answers to 12 questions, 
like, “What crystal does 

pegmatite contain?,” “How 
long ago do scientists 
believe the Earth was 

created?” and, “What flying 
animal is perched in the 

tree over the entrance 
of the exhibit?” Crystal 

Nelson, of Freeman Public 
Library, said the trip to the 
museum was a perfect fit. 
“We really appreciated the 
collaboration.” This photo 

is by Jeremy Waltner, who 
reported on the event in the 
July 4 Freeman Courier. He 

also offered his affirming  
take on HHM&A in his page 

2 column that week.
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HHM&A joined the Harvest Host network in early 
2024, opening the museum parking lot to self-
contained RVers from Memorial Day through mid-
August. The membership program enables travelers 
to visit and stay overnight at museums, farms, 
wineries, breweries and other unique attractions. 
HHM&A is one of 5,197 host locations across North 
America.

Kennedy Bechard and Donovan Friesen have 
been loyal and essential volunteers at the 
museum this summer, particularly with the 
facility manager position open since mid-2023. 
Kennedy will be a junior at Tea High School this 
fall. She’s a granddaughter of Betty Albrecht and 
niece of HHM&A Board Member Kevin Albrecht. 
She assisted with maintenance projects as well 
as data entry and staffing for special events.

Lisa Mueller Howard and Joan Mueller Peters 
signed copies of “Katy,” their recently published book 
following an Aug. 18 program at the Interpretive 
Center at the Prairie Arboretum. The sisters shared 
details about their research and read excerpts of 
“Katy.” It tells the immigration story through the eyes 
of a five-year-old girl who travels from Russia to 
Turner County in 1874; the book is for sale in our 
mercantile.


