WINTER

Heritage Hall MUSEum & Archives

Kaufman guides progress

2021

In the spring of 2012, having
display that we had hoped to
recently retired from nearly 40
unveil for Schmeckfest 2020.
years as a Mennonite pastor, S.
In 2017, as a result of a
Roy Kaufman agreed to be a
strategic planning event that
part-time curator for HHM&A.
involved both the HHM&A
After 8½ years, Roy has retired
board and staff, Roy was asked
from this position, leaving an
to write up “The Big Story” of
indelible mark on this museum
our museum. What exactly
and this community.
is the story we want to share
In his final board report last
and how do our wide array of
December, Roy wrote, “I began
artifacts illustrate that story? The
working for the museum as
extensive 24-page document that
curator in May 2012, contracted
he submitted weaves together the
to work up to 15 hours per week,
many stories we have to tell and
a half time position. As a retired
will be an important springboard
pastor, I confess I knew nothing
for us as we continue to develop
about being a curator, so I spent
exhibits in the years ahead.
the first months researching
One of Roy’s most recent
and learning what my job
research projects was to identify
was. At that point, I think the
and collect information about
museum was just beginning to
the many church congregations
think of itself as a “professional”
that have existed in the larger
museum, rather than an
Freeman community over the
informal community collection.
past almost 150 years. This
Indeed, the cataloguing of
document will be the basis for
artifacts had just begun by
the “Faith Traditions Gallery”
Charles Schrag a couple of years S. Roy Kaufman’s thoughtful and insightful ap- that is in the planning stages of
earlier. Cataloguing is a process
proach has helped HHM&A move into a new era in development. This exhibit will be
we have worked on continuously our mission of honoring and sharing the history and important as we strive to tell the
traditions of our community.
since then… [and] I hope that
story of those who have called
my work and my approach to this job
information and stories that have
this area home, as faith was often one
helped the movement toward being a
become the basis for many of the more of the settlers’ main priorities and
professional, credible museum.”
developed displays in our museum –
reasons for immigrating to America in
In 2014, Roy researched and wrote
in the Prairie Life gallery, as well as
the late 1800s.
the museum’s “Collection Management in exhibits such as our general store
We are grateful for the 8½ years
Policy” to guide the museum’s
and the doctor’s office, the J.J. Mendel
that Roy has given to HHM&A, and
processes. He has also spent countless
display, stories about raising small
we look forward to his continuing
hours researching and documenting
grain and corn, and most recently, the
involvement as a volunteer here in the
information about our artifacts –
Abraham Kautz exhibit and the dairy
years ahead. Thank you, Roy!
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The Director’s Perspective Proper honors
Together, we move forward.
That is the mantra that keeps running through my head.
In the summer of 2017, the Freeman Academy Board
decided to reevaluate their relationship with the museum.
That August, the HHM&A Board held a strategic planning
session that brought up concerns about the relationship to
Freeman Academy. A task force representing both entities
was formed and together, the options were studied.
Both boards grappled with how best to move forward.
In November of 2019, both boards recommended that
FJC/FA divest HHM&A; the motion was overwhelmingly Marnette (Ortman) Hofer
approved by the FJC/FA Corporation. Since then, HHM&A Executive Director/
Archivist
has moved steadily toward becoming an independent
entity.
This past December, we received our status as a non-profit organization in the
state of South Dakota. Our incorporation meeting was held on January 22, 2021.
Papers are being filed to obtain our 501(c)(3) status. This has been a journey, but
together, we are moving forward into an exciting future.
The HHM&A Board has been diligent and they deserve our thanks. Please
note the article on page 3 and welcome the charter board of the newlyindependent HHM&A, whose names are listed below.
While the museum board has worked behind-the-scenes, it is our staff that
are the caretakers of this place and see to the day-to-day operations. S. Roy
Kaufman, who retired at the end of 2020, was the 10th individual to accept the
title of curator of this museum collection. We celebrate his contributions to this
organization and wish him well as he moves on (see page one).
There are many others who have also been instrumental in our overall story,
and we are grateful for each one, including those who volunteer for just a project
or two (see the story on pages 3 and 4).
Together, we move forward.
There are many wonderful things happening here – despite the pandemic –
and your support has been and will continue to be important and valued. From
the bottom of my heart, thank you – we look forward to seeing you in 2021.
Together, we move forward!

Our Mission

is to preserve, educate and foster
appreciation for the diverse natural
and cultural history of the greater
Freeman area, settled largely by
Germans from Russia in the 1870s.

PO Box 693 • 880 S Cedar St.
Freeman, SD 57029 • (605) 925-7545

HHM&A Board of Directors
Donovan Friesen, chair
David Schrag, vice chair
Cheryl Koch, secretary/treasurer
Jeff Buechler, Jeri Butkus, Norma
Hofer, Jeanne Carter, Mary
Waltner, Terry Waterman
Staff
Marnette (Ortman) Hofer, executive
director/archivist
Terry Quam, curator
Brian Skinner, facilities manager
Tim L. Waltner, communication/
education coordinator
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Marilyn (Hafner) Hanson of Huron
has made several trips to this area
seeking information about relatives’
burials in a unrecorded cemetery just
southwest of Freeman in the Heilbronn
community. She recently wrote:
Many of our ancestors came from
Europe (Russia and Germany) during
the latter 1800s and settled in and
around the Freeman area. Our families
came for the freedom to purchase and
till the land, raise their families, and the
utmost freedom of being able to openly
believe and worship our Lord and
Saviour.
The Christian religion was very
important to our families, churches
were built and cemeteries were started.
Possibly due to the elements, some of the
cemetery markers may have settled into
the ground, but sadly, some stones and
monuments were removed by farmers
during tillage.
Our families, who were the
forerunners for us in many ways,
deserve better than this, and
realistically, each cemetery should be
located, with a monument noting its
name, dates, and church member names
if available.
We hope to collect information
about the cemeteries in the greater
Freeman area. If you have information
or photos about any of these lost or
abandoned cemeteries or the people
that were buried there, please contact
HHM&A.

If you’re looking
for a unique, locally-made,
handcrafted gift (Valentine’s Day,
birthday, wedding, anniversary,
thank you or “just because”) visit our

M ERCANTIL E
Located In The Museum Lobby

Open Noon to 4 p.m. Weekdays

Learn more at: heritagehallmuseum.com
(click on the museum mercantile link)
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Board provides essential leadership
Our museum traces its roots to
the donation of a collection of rocks
and minerals to Freeman College
back in the winter of 1911-12. But it
wasn’t until 1976, when the artifact
collections of Freeman Jr. College and
the Freeman Historical Society were
merged as one in the newly-christened
Heritage Hall Museum, that a museum
board was formed.
The first board had six members,
three representing the college, and
three representing the historical
society, with FJC/FA’s school president
serving in an ex-officio role. After FJC
closed in 1986, board membership was
quite fluid, as representatives from area
churches volunteered to attend the
annual board meeting. It wasn’t until
2005 that HHM&A had a full board,
a mission statement, and a more
formalized approach to governing this
organization.
In more recent years, the board has
met monthly and has taken an active
role in visioning and moving the
museum forward. And most recently,
the HHM&A board has been under
the leadership of Linden Graber.
This past December, Linden
completed his third term on the
HHM&A board. During his tenure,

Linden Graber, who has been active at
HHM&A for many years, recently completed nine years as a board member.

many things have changed. Most
notably, Linden led the museum
through the process of becoming an
independent non-profit, after the FJC/
FA Corporation voted to divest of the
museum in November of 2019.
Only about a dozen individuals
have served nine or more years on the
museum board. Prior to 2005, they
included Raymond Becker, Eldon
Berg, Glenn Gering, Cleon Graber,
Winfred Haar, Norman Hofer, Edwin
Jantzen, Sam Schmidt, and Russell

Waltner. Since 2005, the list has grown
to include Kevin Albrecht, Marlan
Kaufman, and Kevin Waltner. And
now, Linden Graber.
It is interesting to note that only
one individual who was part of that
very first board in 1976 has also been
heavily involved in the museum’s
recent years. Russell Waltner served
on the board for over 20 years, worked
as curator/director of the museum for
three years, and has been active as a
volunteer and invaluable resource.
The other person who gave a
significant amount of time and energy
to HHM&A was Linden’s father, Cleon
Graber. Cleon was also part of that
very first museum board, serving 15
years in that capacity before becoming
the museum’s curator/director for the
next 12 years.
Between father and son, the
Grabers have given 36 years to
this organization. It’s an amazing
contribution and an incredible legacy.
We thank Linden for giving so much
to our museum. And we recognize
and pay tribute to the nearly 100
individuals who have been part of the
museum board at some point over the
past 45 years. Without their efforts, we
would not be where we are today.

Graber’s extended visit includes volunteering
Volunteers are absolute gold for a
museum like ours. While we have four
employees, everyone is part time, and
with a collection as large as ours there
are always many tasks to be done.
So when former Freemanite Viki
Graber walked into our museum a few
months ago and asked how she could
help, we were super excited!
Viki lives in Goshen, Ind., but her
mother, Virginia, lives in the nursing
home at Freeman Regional Hospital.
We all know how challenging it has
been to visit loved ones during this
pandemic. That is why Viki moved
back to the area temporarily and took
a part-time job at the hospital. She was

able to see her mother – safely – on a
regular basis. Although she returned
to Indiana at the end of January, this
brief stay in Freeman allowed Viki
to reconnect with her hometown in
a unique way, and she has left a huge
impact here at the museum.
When Viki offered to help us, we
were thrilled. And because she used
to be a professional painter, we tapped
her skills by putting her to work on
some big projects. For one, we wanted
our “new” gas station in the UnruhTieszen wing to have an aged stucco
look. Not a problem!
The second project we needed help
continued on next page

Viki Graber shared her painting skills at
the museum in December and January.
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with was to paint the walls of the first
room guests walk into – which had
four different colors on its walls! Viki
set to work, and the gallery space now
has a cohesive look that is much more
suitable for telling our story.

Volunteers that can plug into a
particular area with their specific
skills or interests are invaluable, and
we thank Viki for her contributions
here. We also invite others to
consider joining us. Whether you

have something specific you’d enjoy
helping with or are open to learning
and helping out as needed, whether
it’s a one-time stint or a regular
commitment, please know we are
always looking for assistance.

Thank You

To Our 2021 Heritage Hall Museum & Archives Members
Your support enables us to continue developing our museum.
November 2020-January 2021

Platinum

Dr. Dennis Epp, Freeman
Rachael Grant, Los Angeles, Calif.
Steve & Janie Hofer, Energy, Texas
Wyona Hofer, Freeman
Marlan & Rosemary Kaufman,
Canistota
Donald C. Schenk, Sioux City, Iowa
Orpha Schrag, Nashville, Tenn.

Silver

Bethany Mennonite Church,
Freeman
LeRoy & Janette Epp, Marion
Carlos Hofer - MAX, Freeman
Vernon J & Norma Hofer, Freeman
Cheryl Koch, Sioux Falls
DJ & Karen Sims, Maize, Kan.
Jorgiann Waltner, Robbinale, Minn.

Bronze

Jim & Teresa Dick, Marion
Donovan & Sherryl Friesen,
Freeman
Marlyn & Maureen Friesen,
Freeman
Marian Gering, Freeman

Johnny J. Graber, Freeman
Merlin & Sylvia Hofer, Freeman
Paul & Priscilla Hofer, Freeman
Bill & Roberta Morfeld, Clayton,
Calif.
Leron & Carol Peters, Omaha, Neb.
Ted Pidde - Valley Electric Service,
Freeman
Laurel & Twila Preheim, Omaha,
Neb.
Rural Mfg. Co. Inc., Freeman
Keith & Sharon Waltner, Parker
Kevin & Amy Waltner, Hurley

Conductor

Clinton & Darlene Bauer, Freeman
Clellan & Joanne Becker, Marion
John & Jeri Butkus, Freeman
Steve & Charlene Friesen, Freeman
Phil & Judy Glanzer, Sioux Falls
Darryll & Linda Graber, Renton,
Wash.
LaVerne & Janice Graber, Freeman
Jake Jr. & Irene Gross, Freeman
Harriet Haggett, Wickenburg, Ariz.
Glenn Roth Law Offices/Roth
Realty LLC, Freeman
Cordell & Clara Graber, Freeman

“A people without the
knowledge of their past
history, origin and culture
is like a tree without roots.”
Marcus Garvey

We value your ongoing support
through your memberships,
donations and volunteer time.
Your contributions enable
us to continue and expand
our mission of sharing our
community’s history.

Dan & Heather Haggerty Everence, Freeman
Steven & Michelle Hofer, Midland,
Texas
Vanessa Hofer & Hans Weaver,
Lancaster, Pa.
Maynard Kaufman, Bangor, Mich.
Paul E. Kautz, Princeton, Ill.
Cheryl Lehmann, Sioux Falls
Darlas & Donna Lehmann,
Freeman
William & Sally (Schoppert) Little,
Mililani, Hawaii
Larry & Barb Olesen, Hurley
Ellen Ortman, Marion
Marlo & Mavis Ortman, Marion
Dennis & Shirley Ries, Freeman
Gary & Jen Tschetter, Freeman
Larry & Edie Tschetter, Freeman
James & Sharla Unruh, Marion
Margaret Wipf, Salem, Ore.

Shopkeeper

Palmer & Ardys Becker, Waterloo,
Ontario
Evelyn Blum, Aberdeen
Charles & Connie Graber, Salem,
Ore.

Jan Graber Johnson, Goshen, Ind.
Harris Haar, Wagner
Hutterthal Mennonite Church,
Freeman
S. Roy Kaufman, Freeman
John D. Kautz, Tuscon, Ariz.
Yvonne Mast, Freeman
David E. & Ann Marchand Ortman,
Seattle, Wash.		
Will & Sherilyn Ortman, Marion
Alan Ries, Freeman
Salem Mennonite Church, Freeman
Dennis Shaltanis, Ankeny, Iowa
Ann Waltner O’Donnell, Yellow
Springs, Ohio
Ruby Waltner, Freeman

Homesteader

Janice A. Dunlap, Phoenix, Ariz.
Crystal Gering Nelson, Viborg
Sharon Kleinsasser, Freeman
Myron & Edna Koerner, Freeman
Terry Quam, Menno
Lynn Sommer, New Holland, Pa.

We also received several
memorial gifts in recent months
and recognize them in May.

2021 Heritage Hall Museum & Archives Membership Form
Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Email

_________________________________

Phone

__________________________

Total: $

_________________

HHM&A, Box 693, Freeman, SD 57029 • 605-925-7545 • info@heritagehallmuseum.com

If you’re looking
for a unique, locally-made,
handcrafted gift (Valentine’s Day,
birthday, wedding, anniversary,
thank you or “just because”) visit our
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